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David Hays and Comprehensive Financial Consultants & Comprehensive Financial
Consultants Institutional (CFCI) – Title Sponsor
 
Holiday Inn – Kinser Pike – for hosting our monthly meetings
 
Bobby’s Colorado Restaurant – for hosting our monthly meetings for the past several years
 
Herald Times, Inc. – for articles, pictures and advertising space
 
Kirkwood Photo – event photographer and courtesy photos
 
IU Archives – courtesy photos for program and power point
 
The Cook Group – for providing space in Fountain Square for the Hall of Fame
 
John and Jason Baker – sports memorabilia displays
 
Midwest Color Printing – Designer Britnie Waddelow
 
Mary M’s for �lowers
 
Musicians –  Sam Finley and Steve Mascari
 
Nature’s Way – for providing plants for the evening
 
Staff of Monroe Convention Center and Markey’s
 
Student Volunteers – Bloomington North Track Team

 

July 12, 2019

Welcome to the 2019 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.  We are here tonight 
to honor 10 inductees and six scholar-athletes who have exhibited exceptional contributions to the 
rich fabric of athletics in Monroe County. 

It’s hard to fathom that this is our 9th class of inductees and that the addition of 10 will bring the 
total to 97 enshrined in our Hall.  We also will have awarded a total of $42,000 to the outstanding 
young men and women of this community as scholar-athlete award winners.

Last year 352 guests attended our banquet, and in all likelihood at least that many – hopefully more 
– are sitting in this audience tonight.  

Among our inductees tonight are Marcus Debro, joining his sister, Tina, a 2016 inductee who ran 
track at North and IU, and Jim Counsilman, who joins parents Doc and Marge, 2013 Humanitarians, 
into the Hall.  Other families with multiple inductees are the Grossmans (Rex, Danny and Dobbie), 
the Kinsers (Steve and Sheldon), the Sparks (Dan and Dick), the Yeagleys (Jerry and Todd) and the 
Warthans (Charlie and Jennifer).

We had our first annual MCSHOF golf outing last fall with 60 participants, including nine current 
Hall of Famers.  We are well underway making plans for this year’s outing, which will be played on 
Wednesday, Sept. 11 at Eagle Point.  Let us know if you would like to participate. 

Obviously, the induction ceremony is the highlight of the MCSHOF year, but we meet monthly to 
work towards bettering ourselves in board development, technology and future space to better 
showcase our Hall.

All of what we do we could not begin to accomplish without the tremendous support of David Hays 
and Comprehensive Financial Consultants, our title sponsor, Eric Powell and Powell, Deckard 
Funeral Chapel, our golf outing sponsor, and to all the rest of our sponsors and advertisers and all 
their generous support over the years.

We wish all of you a great and most enjoyable evening!  Thank you!

Kit Klingelhoffer, President
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
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COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL
CONSULTANTS

FRIENDS OF MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

HERALDTIMESONLINE.COM

THE FUNERAL
CHAPEL

Powell • Deckard

Dr. K Luke Eades DDS
Professional Corporation

Sandy Searcy and Dean Voyles
Reverend Bob Kirk

Dave and Kellie Pillar
Grier and Nancy Werner
Kit and Rita Klingelhoffer
Tom and Judy Mckinney

Stonebelt Shrine Club,
in memory of Dick Jacobs

John and Joyce Holmes
Mark and Patty Deal

Lynn and Patricia Houser

Mark Anderson 

Chandler 
Funeral Homes

22001199  MMOONNRROOEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  SSPPOORRTTSS  HHAALLLL  OOFF  
FFAAMMEE  IINNDDUUCCTTEEEESS  

AAtthhlleetteess  

JJiimm  CCoouunnssiillmmaann——SSwwiimmmmiinngg  
SStteevvee  GGoobbeerrtt——FFoooottbbaallll,,  WWrreessttlliinngg,,  BBaasseebbaallll  

KKiilleeyy  JJaarrrreetttt——BBaasskkeettbbaallll  
RRuussss  MMiinneetttt——WWrreessttlliinngg  

AAnnddyy  SSaallttzzmmaann——SSwwiimmmmiinngg  
TTyylleerr  TThhoommppssoonn——FFoooottbbaallll,,  BBaasseebbaallll  

 
CCooaacchheess  

  
RRooyyccee  DDeecckkaarrdd,,  CCooaacchh,,  WWrreessttlliinngg  
MMiikkee  OO’’CCoonnnneellll,,  CCooaacchh,,  TTeennnniiss  

 
    CCoonnttrriibbuuttoorr                      HHuummaanniittaarriiaann  
  
    MMaarrccuuss  DDeebbrroo          WWiinnffiieelldd  ““DDiicckk””  JJaaccoobbss  

  
CCOONNGGRRAATTUULLAATTIIOONNSS  OONN  YYOOUURR  IINNDDUUCCTTIIOONN  IINNTTOO  TTHHEE  

MMOONNRROOEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  SSPPOORRTTSS    
HHAALLLL  OOFF  FFAAMMEE 

Premier Healthcare Foundation is a proud sponsor of the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 

LLaawwrreennccee  RRiinnkk,,  MMDD,,  HHeeaatthheerr  DDuukkeess,,  DDOO,,  MMiikkee  LLaaGGrraannggee,,  MMDD  

JJaammeess  LLiinnddnneerr,,  MMDD,,  KKeevviinn  MMiilllleerr,,  MMDD,,    AAsshhlleeee  WWaarrrreenn,,  MMDD  
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SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

Diamond Sponsor - $2,500 Investment
As a Diamond level sponsor, you will receive:
Banquet table for 8 at the awards ceremony.
Company recognition in awards ceremony.
Logo placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Full-page ad in souvenir program.

Gold Event Sponsor - $2,000 Investment
As a Gold level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet table for 6 at the awards ceremony.
Company recognition in awards ceremony.

Recognition throughout the banquet.
Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Full-page ad in souvenir program.

Silver Event Sponsor - $1,000 Investment
As a Silver level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet tickets for 4 guests at the awards ceremony.
Recognition throughout the banquet.

Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.
Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.

Half-page ad in souvenir program.

Bronze Event Sponsor - $500.00 Investment
As a Bronze level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet tickets for 2 guests at the awards ceremony.
Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Half-page ad in souvenir program.

Friends/ Supporter Sponsor - $25 Investment
As a Friends/Supporter Level Sponsor you will receive name recognition in the souvenir program.

PROGRAM ADVERTISING
Friends and family appreciate the ability to offer “congratulations” in the commemorative program. �is is an ideal opportunity for those

close to the inductee to express congratulatory wishes. Also, local businesses and schools may choose to participate in this fashion. Below is
information on the prices of advertisments/congratulatory messages.

Full Page   $500.00
Half Page   $250.00
Quarter Page   $150.00
Business Card   $75.00

Contact any board member for further information.

How you can help...
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CLASS OF 2019 INDUCTEES

James M. Counsilman, University High, ’68, swimming – 5-time state high school 
champion (2 individual medley, 3 breaststroke)…one of only 3 state swimming champi-
ons in University history … swam collegiately at Indiana University for father-coach 
James “Doc” Counsilman and became a Big Ten champ in the 200 breaststroke, the same 
event his father won for Ohio State 30 years before … contributing member of 1969 and 
’70 IU NCAA championship teams, finishing 3rd in the 200 breaststroke and 4th in the 
100 breaststroke in ’69, 5th in 200 breaststroke in ’70, making him a 4-time All-American 
… passed away at age 22.

Steve Gobert, Bloomington High ’69, football, wrestling, baseball – All-State as 
two-way tackle on 10-0 team as senior … two-time conference champion wrestler for 
state-champion BHS teams … catcher on Panthers’ 1969 state-runner-up baseball team 
… played in 1969 North-South All-Star football game … recruited by John Pont at IU, 
played guard, defensive end, linebacker… assistant football, wrestling coach at Edgewood 
… coached 26 years at Columbus North, 10 as head football coach and 5 as head
wrestling coach.

Kiley Jarrett, Bloomington North, 2005, basketball, golf – 4-year starter in basketball, 
leading North to 2003 Final Four … scored over 1,000 points and named an Indiana 
All-Star … nominated for McDonald’s All-America Team … received full ride to Ball 
State and lettered all four years … started last 2 years and finished 6th all-time in assists 
… in 2009 helped Ball State win Mid-American Conference championship and receive 
first-ever NCAA bid, leading to shocking first-round upset of Tennessee, Pat Summitt’s 
defending national champs … in golf she participated in the 2001 and 2002 IHSAA 
Girls Golf State Finals … now a Bloomington police officer. 

Russell T. Minett, Bloomington High ’50, wrestling– 2-time state champion and 
member of 4 state championship teams... co-captain of 1949 and ’50 champs… captured 
127-pound title his junior year, winning all 5 matches by falls … went undefeated his 
senior year, capped off with title at 133 pounds...3rd in state as freshman, 4th as sopho-
more... coached by 2 MCSHOF inductees, Harold Mumby and Clifford “Two-Bit” 
Myers… inducted into Indiana Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1982.... wrestled one year at 
Indiana University before joining Marines and serving in Korean War, fighting in 
legendary battles of the Punchbowl and Heartbreak Ridge … following military service 
he became co-owner of Bert’s Produce, which served most Bloomington restaurants… 
also served 47 years as a minister at the Bridge Church of Christ in Unionville… married 
63 years to Barbara Minett…11 grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren…passed away in 
February, 2019.

Andy Saltzman, Bloomington South, ‘76 swimming – State finalist in 200, 500 free-
styles his senior year … went to Princeton and qualified for NCAA championships all 4 
years, earning All-American honors as senior … won Phil Moriarty Award as highest 
scorer at Eastern championships and twice won Princeton’s War Memorial Trophy for 
excellence in academics and athletics … qualified for Olympic Trials in 1980 … broke a 
Mark Spitz record in winning 100 freestyle at 1981 Maccabiah Games in Tel Aviv,
winning 3 gold medals and 1 bronze … completed residency in orthopaedic surgery
at Duke University… assistant professor in orthopaedic surgery at Indiana University … 
went on to practice in Evansville, serving as team physician for Evansville basketball team 
since 1991 … named Team Physician of Year by Indiana State Medical Association in 
2017 … one of first to champion high school concussion testing … president, Indiana 
Orthopaedic Society, 2016-17 … current board member of American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Surgery.

Tyler �ompson, Bloomington South ‘94, football, baseball – all-state in two sports … 
captained Panthers’ 1993 undefeated state champions in football … 2nd in state with 
1,110 receiving yards as junior, led state as senior with 990 yards … South career leader 
in receiving yards (2,375 yards), touchdowns (34) … 7th on all-time South scoring list 
with 214 points … in baseball he played in North-South All-Star game and went on to 
Indiana State, starting all 4 years, setting ISU records in slugging percentage, runs, walks 
… 4th all-time in home runs at ISU … All-Missouri Valley Conference in 1998 …
drafted in 7th round by Toronto in 1998 and played 4 years in Blue Jays’ farm system … 
played in 1998 Hall of Fame game for Blue Jays and in 1999 South Atlantic League 
All-Star Game. 

CLASS OF 2019 INDUCTEES

To contact the board, please email us at mcshofmail@gmail.com
To learn more about the Hall of Fame visit www.monroecountyshof.com

Signature Achievements
• Enshrined 97 Monroe County individuals into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame as of summer 2019.

• Awarded 54 Scholarships and $42,000 to local high school athletes as of summer 2019.

• Participated in community effort to provide headstones for 10 previously unmarked African American graves in  
  Bloomington's Rose Hill Cemetery in 2015.

Mission Statement
�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame is a not-for-profit organization. �e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
(Wall of Fame) is located in Fountain Square in downtown Bloomington. In addition to honoring past individuals 
for their achievements, the Hall of Fame encourages future generations of Monroe County student/athletes by 
awarding scholarship money to a male and female athlete from each of the public high schools in Monroe County. 
Each year an awards banquet is held to induct new members at the Monroe County Convention Center. Attendance 
has grown to over 300 and sells out every year.
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Royce D. Deckard, Bloomington High ’68 – a wrestling  “lifer” who learned sport under 
Kay Hutsell at BHS and Charley McDaniel at IU … started coaching at Binford Middle 
School, went on to be an assistant on 2 state champions at Lawrence North and later 
became head coach… 15-year head coach at South and still serving as assistant there… 
coached 17 state champions, 8 runners-up, 72 medalists… inducted into Indiana
Wrestling Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2004 … recipient of John Hurrle Award 
for wrestling contributions in 2005 … recognized for lifetime achievements in 2016 with 
state’s highest wrestling honor, the Billy �om Award… recipient of 2019 Game
Changer Award by Coaching Corps … Monroe County schools’ Face of Education 
Award, state’s Distinguished Hoosier Award by Governor Mitch Daniels (2008) and 
declaration of Royce Deckard Day Dec. 8, 2008, by Bloomington Mayor Mark Kruzan.

Michael Francis O’Connell, North Central (Farmersburg) ’68 -- as IU Tennis Center 
teaching pro (1992-2016) he instructed 11 local juniors to achieve national rankings, 
including 2 who rose to No. 1 in boys’ juniors: K.J. Stewart and 3-time state champion 
Ronnie Schneider, an All-American at North Carolina … also instructed 2-time state 
champ Denise Azcui and 3 state runners-up: Ray Leonard, Aaron Townsend, Mac 
Rogers … as player in 1980s and '90s he won several regional singles and doubles titles … 
teamed with Herb Feldman to win 120 straight USTA doubles matches … rose to No. 13 
nationally in 1982 U.S. Professional Tennis Players Association … 5-time USPTA Indi-
ana Professional of Year and Midwest Professional of the Year … certified Master Profes-
sional (top 1 percent of all teaching pros) … past president of Indiana USPTA ... involved 
in fund-raising for United Cerebral Palsy Association, United Way House for Abused 
Women, Special Olympics, Cystic Fibrosis and Crusade for Children … inducted into 
USPTA Midwest Hall of Fame and North Central H.S. Hall of Fame.

Marcus Debro, Bloomington North ’79, basketball - Current administrator at
Bloomington North and active community leader … has become one of the most 
respected high school basketball officials and already has worked 4 state finals… inducted 
into Keene State College Hall of Fame in 1991 following an outstanding college basket-
ball career at the New Hampshire college, where he is still second all-time in 
blocks…2-year starter at North and member of ’79 sectional champs…vice president of 
Volunteers in Medicine of Monroe County and is a member of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Birthday Celebration Commission … also serves on the Kiwanis Club of South 
Central Indiana board and is a member of the 50+ Men Who Care, which donates funds 
to local non-profits…past leadership involvement includes work with Girls Inc. and the 
Monroe County Chapter of the American Red Cross … in 2015 he received the Every-
day Heroes Award from the Bloomington Herald Times … also has coordinated histori-
cal preservation projects for Banneker Community Center and the Waldron, Hill and 
Buskirk Park.

Winfield “Dick” Jacobs, Stinesville ’43 – A Monroe County community leader and well 
known high school official, working 3 consecutive state finals in basketball, including the 
1963 and ’64 championship games … also officiated 2 state finals in football… inducted 
into Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame as Center Circle officials’ honoree … member of 
the Ellettsville Masonic Lodge, earning the Mason’s highest honor, a 33rd degree… also 
a member of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite and �e Murat Shrine Temple… served 
as president of the Stone Belt Shrine Club in Bloomington and
organized the first mini-clinic for children with severe burns and disabilities… was the 
first president of the Richland-Bean Blossom School Corporation and Edgewood High 
School Building Corporation…Director of the Community Foundation of Bloomington 
and Monroe County, Inc., Director of People’s State Bank and Nipper’s Federal Credit 
Union, Director of the Monroe County Sewer Board … employed 35 years at RCA… 
married to Anna (Stogsdill) Jacobs for 58 years …  passed away in 2016 at age 91.

CLASS OF 2019 INDUCTEES

67 8



CLASS OF 2019 INDUCTEES

Royce D. Deckard, Bloomington High ’68 – a wrestling  “lifer” who learned sport under 
Kay Hutsell at BHS and Charley McDaniel at IU … started coaching at Binford Middle 
School, went on to be an assistant on 2 state champions at Lawrence North and later 
became head coach… 15-year head coach at South and still serving as assistant there… 
coached 17 state champions, 8 runners-up, 72 medalists… inducted into Indiana
Wrestling Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2004 … recipient of John Hurrle Award 
for wrestling contributions in 2005 … recognized for lifetime achievements in 2016 with 
state’s highest wrestling honor, the Billy �om Award… recipient of 2019 Game
Changer Award by Coaching Corps … Monroe County schools’ Face of Education 
Award, state’s Distinguished Hoosier Award by Governor Mitch Daniels (2008) and 
declaration of Royce Deckard Day Dec. 8, 2008, by Bloomington Mayor Mark Kruzan.

Michael Francis O’Connell, North Central (Farmersburg) ’68 -- as IU Tennis Center 
teaching pro (1992-2016) he instructed 11 local juniors to achieve national rankings, 
including 2 who rose to No. 1 in boys’ juniors: K.J. Stewart and 3-time state champion 
Ronnie Schneider, an All-American at North Carolina … also instructed 2-time state 
champ Denise Azcui and 3 state runners-up: Ray Leonard, Aaron Townsend, Mac 
Rogers … as player in 1980s and '90s he won several regional singles and doubles titles … 
teamed with Herb Feldman to win 120 straight USTA doubles matches … rose to No. 13 
nationally in 1982 U.S. Professional Tennis Players Association … 5-time USPTA Indi-
ana Professional of Year and Midwest Professional of the Year … certified Master Profes-
sional (top 1 percent of all teaching pros) … past president of Indiana USPTA ... involved 
in fund-raising for United Cerebral Palsy Association, United Way House for Abused 
Women, Special Olympics, Cystic Fibrosis and Crusade for Children … inducted into 
USPTA Midwest Hall of Fame and North Central H.S. Hall of Fame.

Marcus Debro, Bloomington North ’79, basketball - Current administrator at
Bloomington North and active community leader … has become one of the most 
respected high school basketball officials and already has worked 4 state finals… inducted 
into Keene State College Hall of Fame in 1991 following an outstanding college basket-
ball career at the New Hampshire college, where he is still second all-time in 
blocks…2-year starter at North and member of ’79 sectional champs…vice president of 
Volunteers in Medicine of Monroe County and is a member of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Birthday Celebration Commission … also serves on the Kiwanis Club of South 
Central Indiana board and is a member of the 50+ Men Who Care, which donates funds 
to local non-profits…past leadership involvement includes work with Girls Inc. and the 
Monroe County Chapter of the American Red Cross … in 2015 he received the Every-
day Heroes Award from the Bloomington Herald Times … also has coordinated histori-
cal preservation projects for Banneker Community Center and the Waldron, Hill and 
Buskirk Park.

Winfield “Dick” Jacobs, Stinesville ’43 – A Monroe County community leader and well 
known high school official, working 3 consecutive state finals in basketball, including the 
1963 and ’64 championship games … also officiated 2 state finals in football… inducted 
into Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame as Center Circle officials’ honoree … member of 
the Ellettsville Masonic Lodge, earning the Mason’s highest honor, a 33rd degree… also 
a member of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite and �e Murat Shrine Temple… served 
as president of the Stone Belt Shrine Club in Bloomington and
organized the first mini-clinic for children with severe burns and disabilities… was the 
first president of the Richland-Bean Blossom School Corporation and Edgewood High 
School Building Corporation…Director of the Community Foundation of Bloomington 
and Monroe County, Inc., Director of People’s State Bank and Nipper’s Federal Credit 
Union, Director of the Monroe County Sewer Board … employed 35 years at RCA… 
married to Anna (Stogsdill) Jacobs for 58 years …  passed away in 2016 at age 91.

CLASS OF 2019 INDUCTEES

smithville.comProud Official Sponsor of IU Athletics

We are proud  
supporters of the  
Monroe County  

Sports Hall of Fame!

HONORING  
THE PAST 

CELEBRATING  

THE PRESENT

9



Since the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame banquet on 

July 11, 2018, three of our luminaries have been called 

home.   

Jennings Polley 

1926-2018 

Class of 2017 

George Taliaferro 

1927—2018 

First Humanitarian Award 

Don Shiflet 

1926—2019 

First Contributor Award 
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The Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame congratulates   

 
 

 David Hays and Comprehensive Financial Consultants &  
Comprehensive Financial Consultants Institutional (CFCI)  

 
 

on their 25th anniversary and gratefully acknowledges the generous support  
of the Hall as the Title Sponsor since 2012. 

 
 Best wishes for continued success. 

 

Bob Hammel 
David Hays 
Lynn R. Houser 
Patricia Houser 
David Pillar 
Lance Ringler 
Missy Ringler 
Sandy Searcy 
Joe Smith  

Kit Klingelhoffer, President 
Grier Werner, Vice President 
Amy Crozier, Secretary 
Nancy Werner, Treasurer 
Bill Atkinson 
John Baker 
Ann Carpenter 
Mark Deal 
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Proud Title Sponsor

CHARTER CLASS OF 2011
ATHLETES
Jade Butcher, Bloomington High School, 1965, football
Cornelius Cook, Bloomington High School, 1928, baseball
Tommy Deckard, Bloomington High School, 1934 track & �eld
Jennifer Hooker Brinegar, Mission Viejo, Cal., 1979, swimming
Stacy Martin-Tenney, Edgewood, 1999, track & �eld
Charley McDaniel, Bloomington High, 1933, football, wrestling
Beth Morgan-Cunningham, Bloomington South, 1993, basketball, tennis
Missy Schwen Ryan, Bloomington South, 1990, rowing
Dave Volz, Bloomington South, 1980, track & �eld
Jill Watson, Bloomington North, 1981, �gure skating

COACHES
Joyce Gates, Edgewood High School, volleyball, golf
Harold Mumby, Bloomington High School, football, wrestling
Cli�ord “Two-Bit” Myers, Bloomington High School, wrestling
Cli� Wells, Bloomington High School, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Don Shi�et
Note: The Humanitarian category was added in 2012.

CLASS OF 2012
ATHLETES
David Brown, Bloomington High School, 1971, football
Rex Grossman, Bloomington South, 1999, football
Steve Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1972, auto racing, wrestling
Amy McDonald, Bloomington South, 1988, track & �eld, golf
Richard Voliva, Bloomington High School, 1931, football, wrestling
Bob Whitlow, Bloomington High School, 1954, football

COACHES
J.R. Holmes, Bloomington South, basketball
Tom McKinney, Bloomington North, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Russ Carpenter

HUMANITARIAN
George Taliaferro

2012 George Taliaferro

2012 Steve Kinser

2011 Don Shi�et
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CLASS OF 2014
ATHLETES
Jim Cornwell, Bloomington High School, 1971, wrestling
Jack Crandall, Bloomington High School, 1950, football, basketball, 
track
John “Spider” Miller, North Vernon High School, 1968, amateur golf 
Fred Seward, Bloomington High School, 1904, track
Terry Stotts, Bloomington North, 1976, basketball
Cyndi Valentin, Bloomington South, 2002, basketball

COACHES
Walter Gray, University High School, track, football, golf
Fred Hu�, Bloomington High School, football

CONTRIBUTOR
George Finley

HUMANITARIAN
Dr. Larry Rink

CLASS OF 2013
ATHLETES
Pat Cassidy, Bloomington North, 1995, wrestling
Jared Je�ries, Bloomington North, 2000, basketball
Mike Kearney, Bloomington South, 1973, swimming
Dave Reeve, Bloomington South, 1974, football
Missy Ringler, Edgewood, 1990, golf, basketball, track
Dan Sparks, Bloomington High School, 1963, basketball
Todd Yeagley, Bloomington South, 1991, soccer

COACH
Bill Easton, Stinesville, track, cross country

CONTRIBUTOR
Noble Bush

HUMANITARIANS
Doc and Marge Counsilman

CLASS OF 2015
ATHLETES
Bill Armstrong Jr., Bloomington High School, 1970, football,
basketball, swimming 
Betsy (Cousins) Mulder, Bloomington North, 1992, gymnastics 
Kevin King, Bloomington South, 1979, football, wrestling, track 
Sheldon Ray Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1960, auto racing 
Sean May, Bloomington North, 2002, basketball 
George “Anner” Shively, Negro Baseball All-Star

COACHES
John M. Holmes, Owensburg, 1948, basketball coach
Charlie Warthan, Edgewood, 1968; track/cross country coach,
Bloomington North

CONTRIBUTOR
Bob Hammel

HUMANITARIAN
Thomas “Doc” Petry

2015 Betsy (Cousins) Mulder

2014 Fred Hu�

2013 Dan Sparks
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CLASS OF 2016

ATHLETES
Tina (Debro) Hauger, Bloomington North, 1982,  track swimming
Bobby Dobson, Bloomington High School, 1949, basketball, baseball
Dan Grossman, Bloomington High School, 1969, football, baseball
Bob Kirk, University High School, 1965, football
Vernon Pfa�, Ellettsville High School, 1962, basketball, baseball, track
Dick Sparks, Bloomington High School, 1960, basketball, baseball

COACHES
Marshall Goss, Bloomington South, Indiana University, track, cross country
Marvin Groh, Bloomington High School, baseball

CONTRIBUTOR
Angelo Pizzo, University High School, 1965

HUMANITARIAN
Bill Mallory, football

CLASS OF 2017

ATHLETES
Stephanie Bassett-Orman, Bloomington North, 1984, track, cross country
Dobby Grossman, Bloomington High School, 1971, football, basketball, baseball
Mark Litz, Bloomington High School, 1970, baseball, football, golf
Cory Martin, Edgewood, 2003, track & �eld
Jennings Polley, Bloomington High School, 1943, wrestling
Jennifer (Warthan) Hester, Bloomington North, 1992, track, cross country

COACHES
John Adams, Bloomington High School, 1912, basketball
Ralph Sieboldt, Bloomington North, track, cross country

CONTRIBUTOR
Jerry Yeagley, soccer

HUMANITARIAN
Dr. Brad Bomba, sports medicine2017 Stephanie Bassett-Orman

2016 Marvin Groh

CLASS OF 2018
ATHLETES
Sherry Dunbar-Kruzan, Edgewood, 1987, volleyball, basketball
Ralph Esarey, Bloomington High School, 1918, basketball
Wil Fleming, Bloomington North, 2000, football, track
Randy May, Bloomington South, 1976, wrestling
Mark Smythe, Bloomington North, 1979, football
Whitney Thomas, Bloomington North, 2005, basketball, volleyball

COACHES
George Fielding, University High, Bloomington North, basketball, golf
John McNichols, Edgewood, North, Indiana State, track, cross country

CONTRIBUTOR
Hobie Billingsley, Diving

HUMANITARIAN
Lloyd and Joan Olcott 2018 Sherry Dunbar-Kruzan
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 STEVE GOBERT 

BHS ‘69 

Football-Wrestling– 
Baseball  

 

 

ALL OF US AT SUNBELT RENTALS 
CONGRATULATE STEVE ON HIS 

INDUCTION INTO THE  

 2019 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS 
HALL  OF FAME 

July 12, 2019 



www.iucu.orgwww.iucu.org

812-855-7823  •  iucu.org  Federally insured by NCUA

• Online Banking & Mobile Banking 
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• Nationwide ATM network
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• And more!

Manage your finances and apply
for a loan online anytime at:

Whether you’re home or away, you’ll
always have home field advantage.

IU Credit Union is never too far away.

INAUGURAL CLASS OF 2011
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LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES

From left: Jade Butcher (football); Bob Myers
for deceased father Clifford “Two Bit” Myers,
(wrestling); Deniese Smith, daughter of 
deceased father Charley McDaniel (wrestling); 
Don Shiflet (Contributor Award); Randy 
Martin father of Stacey Martin - Tenney (track 
and field); Missy Schwen Ryan (rowing);  Jeff 
Chitwood, grandson of deceased Harold 
Mumby (coach); George Taliaferro, for 
deceased Cornelius Cook (Negro League 
Baseball); Jennifer Hooker Brinegar (swim-
ming); Dave Volz (track and field); Jill Watson 
(figure skating) Beth Morgan-Cunningham 
(basketball); Sarah Gates, daughter of deceased 
Joyce Gates (volleyball, golf ); Dr. Jack Deckard, 
son of deceased Tommy Deckard (track and 
field);  Not pictured: Cliff Wells (basketball 
coach) deceased.

From left: Dow Myers for Steve Kinser (auto 
racing); Dave Brown (football); Bob Whitlow 
(football); Ann Carpenter for husband Russ 
Carpenter (Contributor Award); Amy 
McDonald (golf and track); Tom McKinney 
(basketball coach); J.R. Holmes (basketball 
coach); George Taliaferro (Humanitarian 
Award); Rex Grossman (football) Not 
pictured: Richard Voliva (wrestling) deceased.

CLASS OF 2012

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo
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mardonsalon.com

C O N S U L T A N T S
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I A
LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES

From left: Todd Yeagley (soccer); 
Pat Cassidy (wrestling); John Bush,
Bill Bush, Jim Bush, Tom Bush, sons
of deceased Noble Bush (Contributor Award 
Winner) Dan Sparks (basketball); Jared 
Jeffries (basketball); Mike Kearney (swim-
ming); Dave Reeve (football); Lindsey 
(Easton) Benne, for deceased father Bill Easton
(track, cross country); Marge Counsilman
(Humanitarian Award winner along with
deceased husband Doc Counsilman)
Missy (Arthur) Ringler (golf ).

From left: Jack Crandall (football, basketball, 
track); John “Spider” Miller (amateur golf ); 
Larry Rink (Humanitarian Award); J.W. Huff
and Lorraine Longden (son and daughter of 
deceased Fred Huff (football coach); Jim 
Cornwell (wrestling); Cyndi Valentin (basket-
ball). Second Row from left
George Finley (Contributor Award); Chip 
Gray, Pete Gray, Charles Gray, Gary Gray, sons 
of deceased Walter Gray (football coach), Terry 
Stotts (basketball) Fred S. Dunn and Allen 
Dunn grandsons of deceased Fred Seward 
(track and field).

CLASS OF 2013

CLASS OF 2014

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo
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CLASS OF 2015

From left: Scott May Jr. for Sean May, 
(basketball); Jade Harris and Susie Kinser,  
Hodges for deceased Sheldon Ray Kinser, 
(auto racing); Betsy (Cousins) Mulder 
(gymnastics); John M. Holmes (coach, 
basketball); Bob Hammel (Contributor 
Award); Bill Armstrong Jr., (football, swim-
ming, baseball); Amy Lanaham for deceased 
�omas Petry, (Humanitarian Award); Seth 
Debro for deceased George Shively, (Negro 
League Baseball); Charlie Warthan (coach, 
track, cross country); Kevin King (football, 
wrestling, track).

From left: Teresa Bowman Dobson for 
deceased Bobby Dobson (basketball, 
baseball); Dan Grossman (football, 
baseball); Susan Groh for deceased 
Marvin Groh (coach, baseball); Robert 
Kirk, Jr. (football); Marshall Goss (track, 
cross country); Dick Sparks (basketball, 
baseball); Bill Mallory (Humanitarian 
Award); Tina (Debro) Hauger (track, 
swimming); Angelo Pizzo (Contributor 
Award); Vernon Pfaff 
(basketball, baseball, track).

CLASS OF 2016

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo
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LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES
Congratulations Marcus! 
So proud of you and so well deserved. 

From your friends of over 50 years.
 Criss Beyers, Bob Pryor and Larry Winters
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Seated from left: Dr. Brad Bomba 
(Humanitarian Award);  Jennings Polley 
(wrestling). Standing from left: 
Jerry Yeagley (Contributor Award, soccer); 
Stephanie Basset-Orman (track, cross 
country); Dobby Grossman (football, 
basketball, baseball); Jennifer (Warthan) 
Hester (track, cross country); Mark Litz 
(football, baseball, golf ); Cory Martin (track 
& field); Jerry Memering (for deceased John 
Adams, coach, basketball); Ralph Sieboldt 
(coach, track, cross country).

From left: Wil Fleming (football, track); 
Joan Olcott (Humanitarian Award with 
deceased husband Lloyd Olcott); Randy 
May (wrestling); Jill Parker (daughter of Joan 
and Lloyd Olcott); Linda McNichols (wife 
of deceased coach John McNichols, track, 
cross country); Whitney �omas (basketball, 
volleyball), Becky Burchfield (great
grandniece of deceased Ralph Esarey, 
basketball), Sherry Dunbar-Kruzan
(volleyball, basketball), John Abbott (stepson 
of Ralph Esarey), Mark Smythe (football), 
George Fielding (coach, basketball, golf ). 
Not pictured: Hobie Billingsley
(Contributor Award).

CLASS OF 2018

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

CLASS OF 2017
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LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES
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Criteria for Induction
Athletes: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as an athlete. He/she must 
be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has 
made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Coaches: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a coach. He/she must be a 
person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has made 
a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person who was 
born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Contributor: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a contributor. He/she 
must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who 
has made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County.

Humanitarian: �e nominee must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County who has made a noteworthy 
contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County. �e Humanitarian Award will be 
presented to an individual who has distinguished himself/herself in the areas of: (1) athletics excellence; (2) community 
service initiatives; and (3) humanitarian endeavors.

*To be nominated, one must have met his or her 30th birthday, or been out of the particular sport as an athlete for a
period of ten years, whichever comes �rst. Posthumous nominations will be considered immediately on an individual
basis.

CLASSES OF THE FUTURE

C O N S U L T A N T S

C
O

M
P R

E H E N S I V E  F I N A N
C

I A
LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES
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Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Scholar-Athletes 
 

2011 
Dylan Anderson, North 
Jordan Barker, North 

Ashley Lewandowski, South 
Laura Luther, Edgewood 

Darren Mehay, South 
Jared Simoneaux, Edgewood 

2012 
Michael Bower, South 

Angela Hacker, Edgewood 
Michaela Hull, South 
Alex St. John, North 
Sam Sheldon, North 

Bryan Wells, Edgewood 

2013 
Olivia Ashba, Edgewood 
Priyanka Ghosh, South 

Max Irwin, North 
Reece Phillips, Edgewood 

Ronnie Schneider, III, South 
 

2014 
Vanessa Brown, Edgewood 

Gus Dajani, South 
Patrick Mosby, Edgewood 

Kate Raphael, North 
Grant Sims, North 

Alex Warzyniak, South 

2015 
Denise Azcui, South 

Ian Bailey, North 
Brooke Collins, North 

Marielle Delos Santos, Edgewood 
Ian Finnerty, South 

Hank Phillips, Edgewood 
Deakin Volz, South 

2016 
Tucker Blackwell, South 

Gracie Heeb, North 
Malik Laffoon, North 

 
 

Erin Sherfield, Edgewood 

2017 
 

Logan Thomas Calvin, North 
 

 
Serenah Morris, Edgewood 

McKenzey Ridge, North 

 

RESERVED 
FOR: 

2018 
Taylor Acuff,  Edgewood 

Chance Coyle, South 
MacKenzie Looze, North 

Mac Rogers, North 
Zane Sullivan, Edgewood 

Grace Williams, North 

Photo courtesy of Kirkwood Photo 

Bloomington,
Indiana

BEST DAY SPA BEST MASSAGE
in South-Central

Indiana

812•333•3393
www.ThatsTheRub.com

• FFaammiillyy  ddeennttiisstt  

• CCoossmmeettiicc  ddeennttiissttrryy  

• IInnvviissaalliiggnn  

• DDeennttaall  IImmppllaannttss  

• NNeeww  ppaattiieennttss  wweellccoommee  
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1915 S. Walnut Street, Bloomington, IN 47401  
(corner of S. Walnut St./E. Miller Dr.) 

812-333-2420 

 Full service meat counter with USDA certified choice premium  
hand-cut steaks, marinated chicken breasts and fresh ground beef. 

 New restaurant expansion serving lunch and dinner featuring our  
custom meats. 

 Catering offering on or off-site catering for events of all sizes. 

Meat Shop  Restaurant  Catering 

1915 S. Walnut Street, Bloomington, IN 47401  
(corner of S. Walnut St./E. Miller Dr.) 

812-333-2420 

 Full service meat counter with USDA certified choice premium  
hand-cut steaks, marinated chicken breasts and fresh ground beef. 

 New restaurant expansion serving lunch and dinner featuring our  
custom meats. 

 Catering offering on or off-site catering for events of all sizes. 

Meat Shop  Restaurant  Catering 
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BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH  
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT CONGRATULATES 

 
   

Steve Gobert, BHS ‘69 Russ Minett, BHS ‘50 

Marcus Debro, Coach,  
Friend of  the Program 

Andy Saltzman, BHSS ‘76 

Tyler Thompson, BHSS ‘94 Royce Deckard, BHS ‘68 

THE PANTHER CONNECTION CONTINUES...  

RUSS MINETT 
STEVE GOBERT 
ANDY SALTZMAN 

TYLER THOMPSON 
ROYCE DECKARD  
MARCUS DEBRO  

ON THEIR INDUCTION INTO THE  
2019 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME 

Chandler 
Funeral Homes

 

Ellettsville Chapel
203 E. Temperance Street,

Ellettsville, IN 47429 
812-876-6075

Whitaker Chapel 
2 East Main Street
Gosport, IN 47433

812-879-4245

The staff at 
Chandler Funeral Homes 

would like to congratulate 

on their induction into the
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. 

www.chandlerfh.com21 54



BBQ TRAINCatering

Call Us Today! (812) 219-7731

@ BBQtrain1
www.facebook.com/BarbequeTrain

www.bbqtrain.com

Congratulations
Athletes 

recently induced 
into the 

Monroe County 
Sports Hall of Fame!

From Your Friends at the 
BBQ Train!

to the 

Specializing In
    OFFICE PARTIES     GRADUATIONS - 
WEDDINGS - TAILGATES - REUNIONS - 
REHEARSAL DINNERS - AND MUCH MORE!
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By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

SECOND HALL OF FAME FOR JIMMY COUNSILMAN

JIMMY COUNSILMAN

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

By the time James M. Counsilman entered college, he already was one of the best 
breaststrokers in the swimming world.

Big surprise.

When “Jimmy” came into the world he immediately went under the tutelage of 
the most recognized swimming coach – and, in particular, breaststroke coach – 
ever. Exhibit A for corroborating evidence: when the eight 100-yard breaststroke 
finalists at the 1964 U.S. Olympic trials took their starting positions, seven were 
the coaching products of his dad, swimming legend and Indiana University coach 
James “Doc” Counsilman.

And, Exhibit B: When IU sophomore Jimmy won the 200-yard breaststroke at 
the 1970 Big Ten meet, he completed a unique double. His dad had won that 
same title for Ohio State 24 years before. Jim the Younger had already been in 
Sports Illustrated well before that.

He arrived at IU in fall 1968, coincident with an NCAA rules change that, for 
the first time except for war-caused manpower shortages, major-college freshmen 
were eligible to compete in all men’s sports except football and basketball. By the 
time the field was ready for the 1969 NCAA swimming championship meet at 
IU’s Royer Pool, a little more notice was given to the fact that host, defending 
champion and meet-favorite IU’s five competing freshmen included the 

Californian on his way to winning recognition as the world’s best swimmer in 
1969: Mark Spitz. And Spitz was Spitzian in the three-day meet, which Indiana 
won by a record 121-point margin.

�e one event Spitz wasn’t king of was the breaststroke. Never mind. “Doc” was 
covered there. �e bombshell of the meet’s second night, the night when any 
remaining thought of a possible overthrow of the prepossessing Hoosier jugger-
naut died, the feature event was the 100-yard breaststroke. IU’s 1968 Olympic 
gold medalist Don McKenzie won, just ahead of runner-up teammate Dave 
Perkowski. Billy Reed, covering the meet for Sports Illustrated, wrote: “McKen-
zie’s performance didn’t please (Doc) Counsilman quite as much as that of the 
fourth-place finisher, a big, blond freshman named Jim Counsilman Jr.”

Together, in that one event, the three Hoosiers contributed 40 points to that fat 
winning margin. Jimmy came back to finish third in the 200-yard breaststroke, 
and he was fifth in the 200 breaststroke in helping the 1970 Hoosiers to their 
third of their still-record six straight NCAA championships. �ose NCAA 
finishes gave him a career edge over his Big Ten-champion dad. World War II 
called “Doc” into a highly decorated career as a pilot immediately after his Big Ten 
victory, forestalling any NCAA chance for him as a swimmer.

Competitive swimming began quite early for Jimmy. Greg Dawson, later an 
outstanding journalist and book author, was a peer of young Jim – scholastically, 
not swimmingly. 

“My memories are of early mornings when I stopped at the Counsilman home on Marilyn Drive – even at that hour a scene of 
happy mayhem – to meet up with Jimmy for the walk to Binford Junior High,” Dawson said. “And there were the nights that Jimmy 
Sutton (son of future IU President Joseph Sutton) and I, ferried by one of our parents, stopped at the HPER building to pick up 
Jimmy from swim practice to go to ballroom dancing lessons – Jimmy, hair still wet, face red, racing through the cold to the car …
a gentle soul, shy, enigmatic, self-effacing, razor-sharp mind, precocious athleticism.”

Yes, that’s right, “the HPER building,” which housed Royer Pool, the base of operations for Doc Counsilman’s super-teams. Even 
then, Jimmy was working daily with world-class swimmers. When high school time came, Dawson and young Jim split – Greg to 
Bloomington High, Jimmy to University. Yearbooks testify to Jimmy’s immediate impact at University. Dawson thumbed through 
the 1965 UHS Jordanus, their freshman year. He found Jimmy, “on the page devoted to the swim team. a freshman looking
impossibly young. He’s the only one pictured twice.”

He didn’t win an event at the state meet that year but helped the Univees finish seventh. �at previewed a run of three straight 
100-yard breaststroke championships, the only Monroe County swimmer among the 27 three-in-a-row champions in the 
80-year-old meet’s history. Jimmy also won two titles in the 200-yard individual medley, his five the most state championships by 
any Univee athlete in any sport and second-most by any Monroe County swimmer, behind Bloomington High Hall of Famer Mike 
Kearney’s six.

Dawson’s yearbook scanning included a note that University High School had no pool and practiced at IU. “I think they had an ‘in’ 
there,” intrepid-reporter Dawson speculated. 

Later, Jimmy had his own “in” as a valuable member of college swimming’s greatest team. But things didn’t end grandly; rather, in his 
stunning, untimely death in 1973.
 
“ … a gentle soul, shy, enigmatic, self-effacing, razor-sharp mind, precocious athleticism…”
�ose were the words a boyhood friend and future great writer chose to describe him.
Add to them now: a two-time Hall of Fame swimmer. The Indiana University           

I Association congratulates 
all coaches, contributors 
and humanitarians on their 
2019 induction to the 
Monroe County Sports Hall 
of Fame, especially our letter-winning 
Hoosiers, Jimmy Counsilman and Steve Gobert. 

     
                 Bloomington, IN 
           812.334.3252 | 1710 N. Kinser Pike 
                                                                                            
  

Just the Place for You 
 Free Parking 
 Free Wi-Fi Access 
 Full-Service Restaurant and Lounge 
 Pet Friendly 
 Minutes away from IU and Downtown 
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SECOND HALL OF FAME FOR JIMMY COUNSILMAN

JIMMY COUNSILMAN

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

By the time James M. Counsilman entered college, he already was one of the best 
breaststrokers in the swimming world.

Big surprise.

When “Jimmy” came into the world he immediately went under the tutelage of 
the most recognized swimming coach – and, in particular, breaststroke coach – 
ever. Exhibit A for corroborating evidence: when the eight 100-yard breaststroke 
finalists at the 1964 U.S. Olympic trials took their starting positions, seven were 
the coaching products of his dad, swimming legend and Indiana University coach 
James “Doc” Counsilman.

And, Exhibit B: When IU sophomore Jimmy won the 200-yard breaststroke at 
the 1970 Big Ten meet, he completed a unique double. His dad had won that 
same title for Ohio State 24 years before. Jim the Younger had already been in 
Sports Illustrated well before that.

He arrived at IU in fall 1968, coincident with an NCAA rules change that, for 
the first time except for war-caused manpower shortages, major-college freshmen 
were eligible to compete in all men’s sports except football and basketball. By the 
time the field was ready for the 1969 NCAA swimming championship meet at 
IU’s Royer Pool, a little more notice was given to the fact that host, defending 
champion and meet-favorite IU’s five competing freshmen included the 

Californian on his way to winning recognition as the world’s best swimmer in 
1969: Mark Spitz. And Spitz was Spitzian in the three-day meet, which Indiana 
won by a record 121-point margin.

�e one event Spitz wasn’t king of was the breaststroke. Never mind. “Doc” was 
covered there. �e bombshell of the meet’s second night, the night when any 
remaining thought of a possible overthrow of the prepossessing Hoosier jugger-
naut died, the feature event was the 100-yard breaststroke. IU’s 1968 Olympic 
gold medalist Don McKenzie won, just ahead of runner-up teammate Dave 
Perkowski. Billy Reed, covering the meet for Sports Illustrated, wrote: “McKen-
zie’s performance didn’t please (Doc) Counsilman quite as much as that of the 
fourth-place finisher, a big, blond freshman named Jim Counsilman Jr.”

Together, in that one event, the three Hoosiers contributed 40 points to that fat 
winning margin. Jimmy came back to finish third in the 200-yard breaststroke, 
and he was fifth in the 200 breaststroke in helping the 1970 Hoosiers to their 
third of their still-record six straight NCAA championships. �ose NCAA 
finishes gave him a career edge over his Big Ten-champion dad. World War II 
called “Doc” into a highly decorated career as a pilot immediately after his Big Ten 
victory, forestalling any NCAA chance for him as a swimmer.

Competitive swimming began quite early for Jimmy. Greg Dawson, later an 
outstanding journalist and book author, was a peer of young Jim – scholastically, 
not swimmingly. 

“My memories are of early mornings when I stopped at the Counsilman home on Marilyn Drive – even at that hour a scene of 
happy mayhem – to meet up with Jimmy for the walk to Binford Junior High,” Dawson said. “And there were the nights that Jimmy 
Sutton (son of future IU President Joseph Sutton) and I, ferried by one of our parents, stopped at the HPER building to pick up 
Jimmy from swim practice to go to ballroom dancing lessons – Jimmy, hair still wet, face red, racing through the cold to the car …
a gentle soul, shy, enigmatic, self-effacing, razor-sharp mind, precocious athleticism.”

Yes, that’s right, “the HPER building,” which housed Royer Pool, the base of operations for Doc Counsilman’s super-teams. Even 
then, Jimmy was working daily with world-class swimmers. When high school time came, Dawson and young Jim split – Greg to 
Bloomington High, Jimmy to University. Yearbooks testify to Jimmy’s immediate impact at University. Dawson thumbed through 
the 1965 UHS Jordanus, their freshman year. He found Jimmy, “on the page devoted to the swim team. a freshman looking
impossibly young. He’s the only one pictured twice.”

He didn’t win an event at the state meet that year but helped the Univees finish seventh. �at previewed a run of three straight 
100-yard breaststroke championships, the only Monroe County swimmer among the 27 three-in-a-row champions in the 
80-year-old meet’s history. Jimmy also won two titles in the 200-yard individual medley, his five the most state championships by 
any Univee athlete in any sport and second-most by any Monroe County swimmer, behind Bloomington High Hall of Famer Mike 
Kearney’s six.

Dawson’s yearbook scanning included a note that University High School had no pool and practiced at IU. “I think they had an ‘in’ 
there,” intrepid-reporter Dawson speculated. 

Later, Jimmy had his own “in” as a valuable member of college swimming’s greatest team. But things didn’t end grandly; rather, in his 
stunning, untimely death in 1973.
 
“ … a gentle soul, shy, enigmatic, self-effacing, razor-sharp mind, precocious athleticism…”
�ose were the words a boyhood friend and future great writer chose to describe him.
Add to them now: a two-time Hall of Fame swimmer. 
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By Kit Klingelhoffer
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

GOBERT A STAR DURING BLOOMINGTON’S HEY  DAY

STEVE GOBERT

Like a lot of athletes in his generation, Steve Gobert was a three-sport performer 
at Bloomington High, but his skill level was anything but common. He was a 
true star in football, wrestling and baseball.

Gobert was among those who excelled in the golden era of athletics at
Bloomington High – teams that had outstanding athletes and legendary coaches 
such as Fred Huff, Marvin Groh and Kay Hutsell. Tonight, Gobert joins those 
luminaries in the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“It’s an honor I appreciate,” he says. “Growing up in Bloomington, the history 
here, the players I played with, the coaches, it was a special time.  I played on 
teams that made the state finals.  We always had a lot of competition among 
ourselves and that made all of us better.”

Gobert was all-state in football as a two-way tackle under Huff, playing in the 
early stages of Bloomington’s 60-game winning streak from 1968-73.  He played 
in the Indiana North-South All-Star game and was recruited by John Pont to 
play football for Indiana University.

In wrestling he was a two-time conference champion for state championship 
teams under Hutsell. In baseball was the catcher on the 1969 runner-up state 
champion team coached by Groh. He went on to play a year at IU before 
becoming the JV coach as a senior.

Gobert was a self-described “gym rat” who started going to the IU HPER 
building as a youngster.  He credits baseball – and being around great coaches and 
former athletes who were at IU – for changing his life.

“I grew up on Second Street, and there was a grocery store there, Ault’s,” he 
recalls.  “We played in their parking lot all the time.  Sometimes we had organized 
games against other neighborhoods.  �ey (the owners) were very patient people 
with us and wonderful for letting us play there.”

�ose early days of fun and competition led to tightly bonded,
championship-caliber teams at Bloomington High.   

“In football we really didn’t have a close game when I was a senior,” Gobert says.  
“I remember in the Jeffersonville game we gave up a touchdown and were upset 
because we gave up a score.  We had only two touchdowns scored against us, and 
we wanted a shutout.”

A bitter-sweet memory is the baseball team advancing all the way to the state 
championship game before falling to Lafayette Jeff.

“We didn’t have our best game, and that was disappointing,” he says.  Coach 
Groh (MCSHOF 2016 inductee) of course was a legend.  He was very 
demanding. I can remember him pitching batting practice, and if you didn’t 
swing at a pitch that he thought you should have swung at, he might throw the 
next one at you.

“I later coached a freshman team at Columbus.  I had several players tell me I 
did some things in practice that they had never done before. �at all came 
from Marvin, the mechanics of pitching, and some other methods.”

“Coach Huff (MCSHOF 2014 inductee) was a great organizer.  He really 
believed in character and having character kids.  Coach Hutsell was known as a 
legend in wrestling.  He had you so prepared for the mat.  He was better than 
anyone at that.  Phil Smock, my junior high wrestling coach, was excellent. 
And Grier Werner (who followed Groh as long-time baseball coach) was one 
of the first to introduce me to weights.  We were just all fortunate to have such 
great coaches.”

Gobert’s post-college career included a stint as assistant football and wrestling 
coach at Edgewood, followed by a 27-year run at Columbus North, where he 
was first the wrestling coach and then the head football coach.

Going on almost nine years in retirement he jokes that “I can’t tell you what I 
did today or yesterday, but every day is full.”

Even though he still resides in Columbus, he’s most fond of his Bloomington 
roots.

“My parents (Anna and Wayne) gave me the opportunity in sports,” Gobert 
says.  “�ey made every sacrifice for me. I just loved growing up in
Bloomington -- all the great experiences, the great people.”

And now Steve Gobert will take his place among those special people of 
Monroe County.
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By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

JARRETT A COUGAR, A CARDINAL, A COP, A HALL OF FAMER

KILEY JARRETT

Kiley Jarrett is a Bloomington police officer now. Loves the job.

“Each day is different,” she says. “It’s a challenge to me. I never know what’s 
coming next.”

Bloom Magazine recently ran a feature on the Bloomington Police Department’s 
Citizen Police Academy, and writer Nick Bauer opened with an anecdote about 
encountering Kiley when she was wearing an ugly black eye. A drunk she was 
arresting “punched me harder than I have ever been hit before,” Kiley was quoted. 
�e drunk lost. Every day is different.

Kiley isn’t going into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame for her fighting, 
or even her policing, admirable as her eight-year career already has been. Before 
all that, she was a basketball player who has a permanent spot in NCAA women’s 
sports history.

Kiley wasn’t thinking NCAA or policing when she got started in basketball as a 
10-year-old in a summer program at Smithville. She was good and she wasn’t 
alone. Whitney �omas (already in the Monroe County Hall for her own 
outstanding basketball and volleyball career) was a 10-year-old player then, too. 
So was Lori Whitaker. �ey became part of an AAU team that a few summers 
later was playing around the state, and outside it.

“We went to Florida, to Utah,” she recalls.

�en she, Whitney and Lori became teammates at North High under Steve 
Goddard. All played as freshmen, and by their junior year they were all starting 
and winning a lot – two straight sectionals, consistent mastery of city rival South. 

“�at was always a battle,” Kiley says.

Memories … �ere was the first time she was on a sectional championship team, 
and she made that trip up a ladder to help cut down a net.

“�at still gives me chills,” she says. “Climbing up there and looking out at your 
family and friends cheering …”

And then there came a regional championship, and a trip to the semistate at 
Southport, one step away from a state-championship game.

“Just walking into Southport that day was something I’ll never forget,” she says.
Whitney went on to IU and became just the Hoosier program’s second woman to 
top 1,000 in both points and rebounds. Kiley could have gone there, too, as an 
invited walk-on. Instead, she took a scholarship to Ball State, where she and 
history met.

A criminal justice major, she lettered as a back-up her freshman and sophomore 
years and says she “learned a lot” – started on an improving Cardinals team as a 
junior. And then came her senior season.

�e Cardinals went 26-9 and, for the first time, won the Mid-American 
Conference tournament championship and the school’s first trip to the NCAA 
tournament. She remembers sitting with her teammates when the tournament 
field and the pairings were announced. 

“We knew we were in, as the conference tournament champion,” she says.

But the names kept being announced; the bracket began to fill. And when “Ball 
State” popped on the screen, it was as cannon fodder for the rest of the nation. 
�e 12th-seeded Cardinals were paired with defending national champion and 
perennial power Tennessee, on a Sunday night in Ed Diddle Arena at Bowling 
Green, Ky. �at meant facing Coach Pat Summitt: women’s college basketball’s 
crème de la crème for its first two post-Title IX decades. �is was the year she 
had been college basketball’s first coach – men’s or women’s – to win her 
1,000th game. 

“Éven people who know nothing about women’s basketball – not one other 
thing – know about Tennessee,” Mechelle Voepel wrote in covering the game 
for ESPN. �at, she contended, is what made Ball State’s 71-55 ouster of the 
Vols the “most historic upset in the women’s NCAA tournament … Tennessee 
losing in the first round to David Letterman’s school.”

A never-fading lifetime highlight, yes, Kiley Jarrett agrees. But, within the 
team, starting with the moment the pairing was announced and carrying 
through practices all week leading up to the game, “�ere wasn’t a single doubt 
in anyone’s mind we could beat them,” she says. “Now, 71-55…that’s different.”

�e Associated Press photo from the game that ran in newspapers nationally 
was Kiley with her head back in mouth-wide-open scream while she embraced 
fellow guard Porchia Green at mid-court as the buzzer sounded. It was a 
perfect pair. 

“Green and Jarrett did whatever they wanted against the bigger but decidedly 
slower Lady Vols,” Will Graves wrote for AP. “Using their speed to blow by 
defenders, Green and Jarrett were able to get into the lane or find open 
teammates.”

"�eir guards did an awesome job," Tennessee’s Angie Bjorklund said.

“You have to give credit where credit is due,” Summitt said. “�ey had a lot 
more toughness. �ey beat us to loose balls. �ey made shots.”

And to Kiley Jarrett? �at game was “everything I ever worked for … more 
than I could have asked for.”

Hall of Fame stuff.
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By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

THE LATE GREAT RUSS MINETT

RUSS MINETT

It is so sad that Russ Minett died this past February, five months before his 
induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

We sure would have liked to have heard what it was like to wrestle for two hall of 
famers, Harold Mumby and Clifford “Two-Bit” Myers.

We would have liked to have heard how he wrestled his way to two state champi-
onships and was a part of four state championship teams at Bloomington High 
School.

We would have liked to have heard his war stories from Korea, where he and his 
fellow Marines endured the epic battles of the Punch Bowl and Heartbreak Ridge.

We would have liked to have heard how he met the love of his life, Barbara, and 
how they shared a wonderful “love story” for 64 years.

We would have liked to have heard more about the man the grandchildren and 
great grandchildren called “Papaw.”
 
We would have liked to have heard the souls he touched in his 47 years as a 
minister.

Although that untimely death has deprived us of that first-hand knowledge, some 
of his loved ones have filled in the blanks.

He was a “wild” young man, according to his daughter, Cathy Murphy, who adds, 
“During his sophomore year he decided to just smoke cigarettes and chase girls.”

�at was after a spectacular freshman season, a year Minett in which he went 
undefeated all the way to the 103-pound state final. He wound up tying that 
match with a senior he had defeated convincingly in the regular season. At that 
time wrestling was not an IHSAA sanctioned sport, and the referee had the final 
say in stalemates. To Minett’s bitter disappointment, the official awarded the 
decision to the senior.

By his own admission, Minett went into his sophomore year with a “bad attitude” 
but still managed to make it to state and settled for fourth in the 120-pound class. 
�at didn’t sit well with Minett either, so he entered his junior year with a greater 
sense of purpose. He once again advanced to state, this time at 127 pounds, and 
captured his first title in magnificent fashion, winning all five matches by falls.

Minett was a marked man his entire senior year but still went undefeated and 
captured the 133-pound state championship. He also co-captained the Panther 
squad that won the team title, making Minett a member of an exclusive club, a 
wrestler for four consecutive state champions. He would later say that team he 
wrestled on his junior year was by far the best, boasting seven individual
champions. 

Minett’s first attempt at wrestling wasn’t a good one. He went out for wrestling in 
junior high and lasted only two days after having to go up against the coach, 
Mumby himself. Mumby worked him so hard that Minett later said, “If I had to 

wrestle him every day, I would quit.” And quit he did, until Myers welcomed him 
his freshman year at Bloomington High. Myers recognized that Minett had a 
natural ability that didn’t require a lot of coaching. Minett often wondered why 
Myers didn’t push him as hard as some of his teammates, but Myers told him, “I 
don’t have to. You know what to do.”

Myers went on to wrestle one year at Indiana University before enlisting in the 
Marines. In his freshman year he routinely bested Jim Ellis in practice, a 
noteworthy achievement since Ellis went on to win a Big Ten title and a 
third-place finish in the 1952 Olympic Trials.

And then he was off to Korea. Minett ended up in an artillery unit fighting the 
bloody battles of the Punch Bowl and Heartbreak Ridge. He lost many of his 
friends in those engagements and once had to save his own life in desperate 
hand-to-hand combat. His wrestling training allowed him to win that fierce 
one-on-one duel. To his very last days he could still see his adversary’s face.

“I saw the look in the look in his eyes, and he was just as scared as I was. I was 
just quicker,” Minett recalled. It was a painful memory, something Minett wished 
he could have avoided and something that helped steer him down the path of 
ministry.

“He had his nightmares,” Cathy says. “�is was before they talked about PTSD 
(Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.) As he got close to the end, he needed to talk 
about it.”

Minett was a self-taught minister and preached the Good Word for 47 years at 
Bridge Church of Christ. At the same time he was working at Bert’s Produce, 
one of the early fresh markets in Bloomington. All the while he shared a wonder-
ful life with his dream girl, Barbara. �ey met in their teens, married young and 
stayed married for 64 years until Barbara passed last July.

“He was so heartbroken,” Cathy says. “�e last thing he said to me was, ‘I miss 
your mother so much.’ It was a beautiful love story.”

Russ enjoyed attending all the athletic events of his three children, 11 grandchil-
dren and 11 great grandchildren, who gave him the name “Papaw.” His roots 
were deeply embedded in Monroe County. His third great grandfather, John 
Samuel Hardesty, was one of the first settlers in the county. Before his passing 
Russ was able to learn of his induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of 
Fame via the annual announcement show, broadcast on radio.

“He was so proud and humbled,” Cathy says. With his health failing and know-
ing he might not make it to the July ceremonies, he instructed Cathy on what he 
wanted to say. “He told me to thank those who voted for him and to give credit 
those boys who came to practice every day and never got to a match, because they 
were the ones who made us so good. �ey were the unsung champions.”

Speaking of champions, we now know why Russ Minett was a champion in all 
phases to his life – as an athlete, a soldier, a family man, a minister and a lifelong 
Monroe County leader.
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By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

BLOOMINGTON ROOTS PAVED
SALTZMAN’S PATH TO THE HALL

ANDY SALTZMAN

Andy Saltzman’s launch into competitive swimming was given a boost the day he 
beat his four-year-older brother Rob in a race, he says.

“I mentioned that to Rob recently, and he said, ‘Yeah, and that’s the day I quit.’”

Actually, Andy received an even earlier incentive – at age 4 -- when he won a 
trophy and was hailed in a Herald-Telephone write-up for being the youngest 
swimmer to win a 30-meter competition. 

“My dad (an IU professor for 40 years) kept that trophy and the clipping on a shelf 
for years,” he says.

�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame may never get a more appreciative 
hometown inductee than Andy, who soaked up every element of Bloomington’s rich 
and diverse sports atmosphere from, as that earliest trophy shows, childhood 
through every stage afterward.

For quite a while now, he has been Dr. Andrew Saltzman, practicing in orthopaedic 
surgery in Evansville where he has enjoyed serving in a sideline role as team doctor 
for several University of Evansville male and female programs – and many high 
school and age-group sports programs as well. �e Indiana State Medical
Association gave him its Team Physician of the Year award. �e community of 
Evansville has recognized him for starting medical programs that benefit local 
athletes, notably as founder of a local Sports Concussion Alliance.

He played everything growing up, bicycling from swimming workouts in the 
summer to youth baseball games, with a little tennis and other sports thrown in.

“When I was 12 (riding his bike one-handed with a tennis racket in the other) I 
wrecked my Stingray by apparently sticking the racket handle in the front wheel 
spokes, flipping off and landing on my head. To this day I don’t remember any of 
what happened, but I’m told I was driven home by a 16-year-old named Jack 
Swarbrick, now the athletic director at Notre Dame.”

Growing up in Bloomington put him around lots of major sports names.

“Doc and Marge Counsilman lived down the street – we bought our eggs from 
them,” Saltzman recalls. “When I was at Binford Junior High, I interviewed Doc 
for a paper – just called up the NCAA-champion and Olympic swimming coach 
and talked to him on the phone for a half-hour while he answered my naïve 
questions.

“Every Christmas Eve my family would visit the Pizzo family because our parents 
were friends, and so were all the kids.”

One of those Pizzo kids, Angelo, is now in this Hall of Fame with him, as the 
author of two of sports’ most recognized movies, Hoosiers and Rudy.

“His brother, Dr. Chris Pizzo, was the 10th American in history to summit 
Mount Everest,” Saltzman points out. “He threw a Frisbee from the peak.”

Meanwhile, Saltzman was living a young swimmer’s dream. Olympians and 
national stars in the sport were all around him.

“I remember one summer being on the blocks for a race with Jim Montgomery  
(owner of three gold medals at the 1976 Montreal Olympics).”
 
�at first trophy at age 4 came in the annual Aquacade at Bryan Park, where Doc 
Counsilman was the starter. He swam in high school meets at Royer Pool, when 
that was home base for a sizable percentage of the world’s best.

�e summers found Saltzman coached by “world-class IU swimmers, including 
Dave Perkowski and Steve Borowski.” During the high school season at South, it 
was the coaching of Ed Talley that was “unfailingly positive, always reliable high 
school coach.”

Another H-T clipping he recalls merrily was a Rex Kirts reference to a major 
contribution South got in a meet from “102-pound freshman Andy (Monster) 
Saltzman.”

Growth and major improvement came in college at Princeton – “a perfect fit for 
me,” Saltzman says.

 Under coach Bill Farley, Andy and his team won several Eastern championships. 
In each of his college years (1977 through 1980) he qualified for and swam in the 
NCAA championship meet.

After graduation, he entered medical school at Duke. �ere, though not a 
member of the team, the coach allowed him to train with the Blue Devils when 
he could work in pool time around his first-year medical school schedule. �at 
had an unforgettable payoff for a Bloomington-raised kid. He broke a Mark Spitz 
record.

�at came in the 1981 Maccabiah Games, the “Jewish Olympics,” held
quadrennially in Tel Aviv, Israel, the year after the Olympics. In 1965, that had 
been 15-year-old Spitz’s introduction to international swimming, and he was 
spectacular – named Athlete of the Meet for winning four gold medals. One was 
in the 100-meter freestyle, and that stood until Saltzman broke it in 1981.

“For Mark, it wasn’t a great time,” Saltzman says, “but just to be mentioned in a 
sentence with Mark Spitz was a thrill.”

Saltzman is grateful for how the Bloomington community provided for him in so 
many ways, including meeting the ideal person to share his life experiences with.

“I met my wife, the former Mary Stoll, at Bloomington South,” he says. “During 
my last year of medical school at Duke in 1984, I came home to watch the 
basketball Olympic Trials. Mary was living in Louisville at the time, and she 
came home to join me. We sat in Assembly Hall for about eight hours a day for 
two consecutive days watching Michael Jordan and Charles Barkley and others.  
She enjoyed it as much as I did.  At that point I realized it would be a good idea 
to try to convince her to marry me some day.  It goes without saying – but I will 
say it anyway – I had no shot at being here or succeeding in anything I have done 
in my career and life without her.”

FI
NI
SH

CO
NC
EP
T

DESIGN

PRINT

2458 S. Walnut Street, Bloomington, IN 47401
Call Us 812.822.2947

www.midwestcolorprinting.com

CONGRATULATIONS
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 2019 Inductees!

31 44



BLOOMINGTON ROOTS PAVED
SALTZMAN’S PATH TO THE HALL

ANDY SALTZMAN

Andy Saltzman’s launch into competitive swimming was given a boost the day he 
beat his four-year-older brother Rob in a race, he says.

“I mentioned that to Rob recently, and he said, ‘Yeah, and that’s the day I quit.’”

Actually, Andy received an even earlier incentive – at age 4 -- when he won a 
trophy and was hailed in a Herald-Telephone write-up for being the youngest 
swimmer to win a 30-meter competition. 

“My dad (an IU professor for 40 years) kept that trophy and the clipping on a shelf 
for years,” he says.

�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame may never get a more appreciative 
hometown inductee than Andy, who soaked up every element of Bloomington’s rich 
and diverse sports atmosphere from, as that earliest trophy shows, childhood 
through every stage afterward.

For quite a while now, he has been Dr. Andrew Saltzman, practicing in orthopaedic 
surgery in Evansville where he has enjoyed serving in a sideline role as team doctor 
for several University of Evansville male and female programs – and many high 
school and age-group sports programs as well. �e Indiana State Medical
Association gave him its Team Physician of the Year award. �e community of 
Evansville has recognized him for starting medical programs that benefit local 
athletes, notably as founder of a local Sports Concussion Alliance.

He played everything growing up, bicycling from swimming workouts in the 
summer to youth baseball games, with a little tennis and other sports thrown in.

“When I was 12 (riding his bike one-handed with a tennis racket in the other) I 
wrecked my Stingray by apparently sticking the racket handle in the front wheel 
spokes, flipping off and landing on my head. To this day I don’t remember any of 
what happened, but I’m told I was driven home by a 16-year-old named Jack 
Swarbrick, now the athletic director at Notre Dame.”

Growing up in Bloomington put him around lots of major sports names.

“Doc and Marge Counsilman lived down the street – we bought our eggs from 
them,” Saltzman recalls. “When I was at Binford Junior High, I interviewed Doc 
for a paper – just called up the NCAA-champion and Olympic swimming coach 
and talked to him on the phone for a half-hour while he answered my naïve 
questions.

“Every Christmas Eve my family would visit the Pizzo family because our parents 
were friends, and so were all the kids.”

One of those Pizzo kids, Angelo, is now in this Hall of Fame with him, as the 
author of two of sports’ most recognized movies, Hoosiers and Rudy.

“His brother, Dr. Chris Pizzo, was the 10th American in history to summit 
Mount Everest,” Saltzman points out. “He threw a Frisbee from the peak.”

Meanwhile, Saltzman was living a young swimmer’s dream. Olympians and 
national stars in the sport were all around him.

“I remember one summer being on the blocks for a race with Jim Montgomery  
(owner of three gold medals at the 1976 Montreal Olympics).”
 
�at first trophy at age 4 came in the annual Aquacade at Bryan Park, where Doc 
Counsilman was the starter. He swam in high school meets at Royer Pool, when 
that was home base for a sizable percentage of the world’s best.

�e summers found Saltzman coached by “world-class IU swimmers, including 
Dave Perkowski and Steve Borowski.” During the high school season at South, it 
was the coaching of Ed Talley that was “unfailingly positive, always reliable high 
school coach.”

Another H-T clipping he recalls merrily was a Rex Kirts reference to a major 
contribution South got in a meet from “102-pound freshman Andy (Monster) 
Saltzman.”

Growth and major improvement came in college at Princeton – “a perfect fit for 
me,” Saltzman says.

 Under coach Bill Farley, Andy and his team won several Eastern championships. 
In each of his college years (1977 through 1980) he qualified for and swam in the 
NCAA championship meet.

After graduation, he entered medical school at Duke. �ere, though not a 
member of the team, the coach allowed him to train with the Blue Devils when 
he could work in pool time around his first-year medical school schedule. �at 
had an unforgettable payoff for a Bloomington-raised kid. He broke a Mark Spitz 
record.

�at came in the 1981 Maccabiah Games, the “Jewish Olympics,” held
quadrennially in Tel Aviv, Israel, the year after the Olympics. In 1965, that had 
been 15-year-old Spitz’s introduction to international swimming, and he was 
spectacular – named Athlete of the Meet for winning four gold medals. One was 
in the 100-meter freestyle, and that stood until Saltzman broke it in 1981.

“For Mark, it wasn’t a great time,” Saltzman says, “but just to be mentioned in a 
sentence with Mark Spitz was a thrill.”

Saltzman is grateful for how the Bloomington community provided for him in so 
many ways, including meeting the ideal person to share his life experiences with.

“I met my wife, the former Mary Stoll, at Bloomington South,” he says. “During 
my last year of medical school at Duke in 1984, I came home to watch the 
basketball Olympic Trials. Mary was living in Louisville at the time, and she 
came home to join me. We sat in Assembly Hall for about eight hours a day for 
two consecutive days watching Michael Jordan and Charles Barkley and others.  
She enjoyed it as much as I did.  At that point I realized it would be a good idea 
to try to convince her to marry me some day.  It goes without saying – but I will 
say it anyway – I had no shot at being here or succeeding in anything I have done 
in my career and life without her.”
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By Kit Klingelhoffer
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

THOMPSON GOES FROM BACK YARD TO STARDOM

TYLER THOMPSON

Photos courtesy of Herald-Times

Who would have thought that a simple game of whiffle ball would take Tyler 
�ompson to such heights as an athlete?

�ompson wound up breaking school records in baseball and football at
Bloomington South, then breaking records at Indiana State, and finally becom-
ing a minor league all-star in the Toronto Blue Jays organization.

All launched by whiffle games in his Bloomington neighborhood. Now he can 
add one more honor: induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I played a ton of whiffle ball, and I liked the Cubs, so I fell in love with 
baseball,” �ompson says.  

It wasn’t until junior high that �ompson even gave football a thought. Once he 
took up football, he fell in love with the weight room, and his combination of 
speed and power led to success in both sports.

�ompson captained the 1993 Bloomington South state championship football 
team and over two years amassed 2,100 receiving yards, leading the state one year 
and finishing second in another. He still remains South’s career leader in yards 
(2,375) and TD catches (34), and is in the top ten in scoring with 214 points. 

�ompson is quick to point out how fortunate he was to be surrounded by some 
amazing talent. On the throwing end of all those passes he caught was quarter-
back Eli Stoddard, who went on to play for Butler. Dominating the trenches on 
both sides of the ball was two-way tackle Bo Barzilauskas, Indiana’s Mr. Football 
in 1993, the only lineman to ever win the award in its 26-year history.

“I played with a lot of good players,” �ompson says. “When you only lose four 
games in four years you know you are lucky. I have a lot of great memories from 
football.  We lost in the semistate my sophomore and junior years, then went 
undefeated in winning state. I have vivid memories of that state championship 
game at the Hoosier Dome. I scored two touchdowns, and we won a 33-27 
shootout over Lake Central.”

�ompson was just as talented in baseball, and toyed with the idea of playing both 
sports at ISU.

“I actually had more offers to play football than I did baseball,” he says. “I could 
have gone most places in the state to play football, but I started narrowing down 
my choices and eventually decided on ISU for baseball. �ey were going to the 
regionals almost every year and it was somewhat close to home.”

He was a four-year letterman at ISU and two-time All-Missouri Valley
Conference, setting records for slugging percentage, runs and walks. He 
finished as ISU’s fourth all-time home run hitter. He looks back on those
years fondly.

“I think back to those ISU days -- the road trips, the bus rides, all the good 
times away from the field. My teammates and I were together all the time.”

Getting drafted was special as well. �e Blue Jays took him in the seventh 
round in 1998. He saw on his phone that the Blue Jays were calling, and he 
shared the draft event with his parents, then girlfriend and now wife, Stacy.

 “�at remains a great memory that no one can ever take away,” �ompson 
says.

Within a week of draft selection he was on his way to Canada to play for the 
St. Catherine Stompers, ironically playing for a team that had the same colors 
as South, purple and white. He had a four-year minor league career,
highlighted by making the South Atlantic League All-Star Team in 1999. In 
his last season, playing for the Dunedin Blue Jays of the Florida State League, 
he had 17 homers, 57 runs batted in and 20 stolen bases. And then, after a 
slow start in spring training in 2001, he was let go four days before the start of 
the regular season.

“Life in the minors is a grind,” �ompson says. “It’s like 142 games in 135 days.  “Most of it was fun, and I was fortunate enough to be 
on good teams, but when you are 0-for-20 and wondering if you’ll ever get another hit again, it’s not so much fun. In baseball it’s a 
matter of consistency, and that’s what separates the major leaguers from the minor leaguers.”

�e �ompson family, wife Stacy, son Luke (14) and daughter Liv (11), reside in Bloomington, where Tyler makes a living in
pharmaceutical sales. In addition, he and Stacy own Fresh Fork, which is a pick-up and delivery for fresh foods.

“You know, I was fortunate to play for Hall of Fame coaches – Grier Werner and Mo Moriarty at South, and Bob Warn at Indiana 
State. I can’t thank those guys enough for what they did for me.  And I had tremendous teammates.”

As a way of giving back, �ompson is now coaching his son Luke.  Guess what is in �ompson’s back yard?  A whiffle ball field, 
complete with fence, backstop and foul poles.

“I get so much enjoyment watching Luke and his buddies playing whiffle ball all the time,” �ompson says.

Who knows what career that will launch.

JACOBS A PERFECT FIT FOR HUMANITARIAN AWARD

WINFIELD “DICK” JACOBS

To be considered for the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame’s Humanitarian 
Award, a candidate has to not only have an impact in athletics but also on the 
community in general.

Winfield “Dick” Jacobs was long considered one of the top officials in the state of 
Indiana. He and his brother Danny were such a well-known team that they were 
mentioned in two books, Wendell Trogdon’s “No Harm, No Foul” and Max 
Knight’s “Someone Stole the Pea Out of My Whistle.” 

�at was good enough to get the attention of the Hall of Fame, and after the 
selection board reviewed Jacobs’s community contributions, it was like, “What took 
us so long?”

For reasons of space his vast resume is paired down to the following highlights:

     •  Co-founder of Ellettsville Little League in 1950s.
     •  First President of the Edgewood High School Building Corporation.
     •  First president of Richland-Bean Blossom School Corporation.
     •  Director of Monroe County United Fund.
     •  50-year member of Masonic Lodge, achieving its highest level, 33rd degree.
     •  President of the Scottish Rite.
     •  Director of Monroe County United Fund.
     •  President of Richland-Bean Blossom Family Stores.
     •  Director of Peoples State Bank/Nipper’s Federal Credit Union.
     •  Recipient of two states’ highest award, Sagamore of the Wabash and
        Kentucky Colonel.

And this is the slimmed down resume. And all this on top of his day job as an 
employee for RCA for 35 years -- with all that officiating on the side. It’s
exhausting just to write about it.

He was such an esteemed official that he worked three consecutive Final Fours 
from 1962-64, including the ‘63 and ’64 championship games. He also worked 
two football state finals, including a 3A final in 1984, the first year the event was 
held in the RCA Dome.

�ere are stories. John M. Holmes, a longtime coach, athletic director and a 2015 
hall of fame inductee, recalled a Bloomfield basketball game Jacobs was officiating. 
�e Cardinals were coached by the legendary Guy Glover.

As Holmes recalls, “Old Guy Glover was giving Dick a hard time when Dick 
came over and said, ‘You can go into that corner over there and watch the rest of 
this game, or you can go into the lockerroom now.’ Guy thought about it for a 
second and said, ‘I think I’d like to watch the rest of this game, so I guess I’ll go 
over there and sit.’ Dick and Danny were two of the best officials I ever had. �ey 
were always on top of their game.”

Bill Atkinson was a young assistant football coach under Ron Beatty at Edgewood 
in the 1980s when he dared to question the eyesight of Jacobs’s crew. “I called 
them three blind bats and quickly got a 15-yard penalty,” Atkinson says. “�en I 
found out he was on the school board and had to apologize.”

Atkinson went on to coach the Edgewood girls’ program and grew to appreciate 
the Jacobs brothers.

“I was amazed as how they could run up and down the field with the kids,” he 
says. “�ey really enjoyed what they were doing.”

Jacobs still made time for his wife of 56 years, Anna Louise, and their three 
children, Linda Medford, Lana Bodine and Lhea Hesler. �ose children gave 
them seven grandchildren, who in turn gave them 15 great grandchildren.

Jacobs’s son-in-law, Ike Medford, spoke about the personal side of Dick Jacobs. 
““He was like a second father to me. He was a great mentor as far as giving you 
advice. I never met an individual with more integrity than him. He was a
perfectionist in everything in life. You wonder how he did it. He was go, go, go.”

Jacobs remained a familiar face around athletic events until he passed in 2016 at 
the age of 91, leaving Monroe County a much better place.
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THOMPSON GOES FROM BACK YARD TO STARDOM

TYLER THOMPSON

Who would have thought that a simple game of whiffle ball would take Tyler 
�ompson to such heights as an athlete?

�ompson wound up breaking school records in baseball and football at
Bloomington South, then breaking records at Indiana State, and finally becom-
ing a minor league all-star in the Toronto Blue Jays organization.

All launched by whiffle games in his Bloomington neighborhood. Now he can 
add one more honor: induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I played a ton of whiffle ball, and I liked the Cubs, so I fell in love with 
baseball,” �ompson says.  

It wasn’t until junior high that �ompson even gave football a thought. Once he 
took up football, he fell in love with the weight room, and his combination of 
speed and power led to success in both sports.

�ompson captained the 1993 Bloomington South state championship football 
team and over two years amassed 2,100 receiving yards, leading the state one year 
and finishing second in another. He still remains South’s career leader in yards 
(2,375) and TD catches (34), and is in the top ten in scoring with 214 points. 

�ompson is quick to point out how fortunate he was to be surrounded by some 
amazing talent. On the throwing end of all those passes he caught was quarter-
back Eli Stoddard, who went on to play for Butler. Dominating the trenches on 
both sides of the ball was two-way tackle Bo Barzilauskas, Indiana’s Mr. Football 
in 1993, the only lineman to ever win the award in its 26-year history.

“I played with a lot of good players,” �ompson says. “When you only lose four 
games in four years you know you are lucky. I have a lot of great memories from 
football.  We lost in the semistate my sophomore and junior years, then went 
undefeated in winning state. I have vivid memories of that state championship 
game at the Hoosier Dome. I scored two touchdowns, and we won a 33-27 
shootout over Lake Central.”

�ompson was just as talented in baseball, and toyed with the idea of playing both 
sports at ISU.

“I actually had more offers to play football than I did baseball,” he says. “I could 
have gone most places in the state to play football, but I started narrowing down 
my choices and eventually decided on ISU for baseball. �ey were going to the 
regionals almost every year and it was somewhat close to home.”

He was a four-year letterman at ISU and two-time All-Missouri Valley
Conference, setting records for slugging percentage, runs and walks. He 
finished as ISU’s fourth all-time home run hitter. He looks back on those
years fondly.

“I think back to those ISU days -- the road trips, the bus rides, all the good 
times away from the field. My teammates and I were together all the time.”

Getting drafted was special as well. �e Blue Jays took him in the seventh 
round in 1998. He saw on his phone that the Blue Jays were calling, and he 
shared the draft event with his parents, then girlfriend and now wife, Stacy.

 “�at remains a great memory that no one can ever take away,” �ompson 
says.

Within a week of draft selection he was on his way to Canada to play for the 
St. Catherine Stompers, ironically playing for a team that had the same colors 
as South, purple and white. He had a four-year minor league career,
highlighted by making the South Atlantic League All-Star Team in 1999. In 
his last season, playing for the Dunedin Blue Jays of the Florida State League, 
he had 17 homers, 57 runs batted in and 20 stolen bases. And then, after a 
slow start in spring training in 2001, he was let go four days before the start of 
the regular season.

“Life in the minors is a grind,” �ompson says. “It’s like 142 games in 135 days.  “Most of it was fun, and I was fortunate enough to be 
on good teams, but when you are 0-for-20 and wondering if you’ll ever get another hit again, it’s not so much fun. In baseball it’s a 
matter of consistency, and that’s what separates the major leaguers from the minor leaguers.”

�e �ompson family, wife Stacy, son Luke (14) and daughter Liv (11), reside in Bloomington, where Tyler makes a living in
pharmaceutical sales. In addition, he and Stacy own Fresh Fork, which is a pick-up and delivery for fresh foods.

“You know, I was fortunate to play for Hall of Fame coaches – Grier Werner and Mo Moriarty at South, and Bob Warn at Indiana 
State. I can’t thank those guys enough for what they did for me.  And I had tremendous teammates.”

As a way of giving back, �ompson is now coaching his son Luke.  Guess what is in �ompson’s back yard?  A whiffle ball field, 
complete with fence, backstop and foul poles.

“I get so much enjoyment watching Luke and his buddies playing whiffle ball all the time,” �ompson says.

Who knows what career that will launch.

By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

JACOBS A PERFECT FIT FOR HUMANITARIAN AWARD

WINFIELD “DICK” JACOBS

To be considered for the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame’s Humanitarian 
Award, a candidate has to not only have an impact in athletics but also on the 
community in general.

Winfield “Dick” Jacobs was long considered one of the top officials in the state of 
Indiana. He and his brother Danny were such a well-known team that they were 
mentioned in two books, Wendell Trogdon’s “No Harm, No Foul” and Max 
Knight’s “Someone Stole the Pea Out of My Whistle.” 

�at was good enough to get the attention of the Hall of Fame, and after the 
selection board reviewed Jacobs’s community contributions, it was like, “What took 
us so long?”

For reasons of space his vast resume is paired down to the following highlights:

     •  Co-founder of Ellettsville Little League in 1950s.
     •  First President of the Edgewood High School Building Corporation.
     •  First president of Richland-Bean Blossom School Corporation.
     •  Director of Monroe County United Fund.
     •  50-year member of Masonic Lodge, achieving its highest level, 33rd degree.
     •  President of the Scottish Rite.
     •  Director of Monroe County United Fund.
     •  President of Richland-Bean Blossom Family Stores.
     •  Director of Peoples State Bank/Nipper’s Federal Credit Union.
     •  Recipient of two states’ highest award, Sagamore of the Wabash and
        Kentucky Colonel.

And this is the slimmed down resume. And all this on top of his day job as an 
employee for RCA for 35 years -- with all that officiating on the side. It’s
exhausting just to write about it.

He was such an esteemed official that he worked three consecutive Final Fours 
from 1962-64, including the ‘63 and ’64 championship games. He also worked 
two football state finals, including a 3A final in 1984, the first year the event was 
held in the RCA Dome.

�ere are stories. John M. Holmes, a longtime coach, athletic director and a 2015 
hall of fame inductee, recalled a Bloomfield basketball game Jacobs was officiating. 
�e Cardinals were coached by the legendary Guy Glover.

As Holmes recalls, “Old Guy Glover was giving Dick a hard time when Dick 
came over and said, ‘You can go into that corner over there and watch the rest of 
this game, or you can go into the lockerroom now.’ Guy thought about it for a 
second and said, ‘I think I’d like to watch the rest of this game, so I guess I’ll go 
over there and sit.’ Dick and Danny were two of the best officials I ever had. �ey 
were always on top of their game.”

Bill Atkinson was a young assistant football coach under Ron Beatty at Edgewood 
in the 1980s when he dared to question the eyesight of Jacobs’s crew. “I called 
them three blind bats and quickly got a 15-yard penalty,” Atkinson says. “�en I 
found out he was on the school board and had to apologize.”

Atkinson went on to coach the Edgewood girls’ program and grew to appreciate 
the Jacobs brothers.

“I was amazed as how they could run up and down the field with the kids,” he 
says. “�ey really enjoyed what they were doing.”

Jacobs still made time for his wife of 56 years, Anna Louise, and their three 
children, Linda Medford, Lana Bodine and Lhea Hesler. �ose children gave 
them seven grandchildren, who in turn gave them 15 great grandchildren.

Jacobs’s son-in-law, Ike Medford, spoke about the personal side of Dick Jacobs. 
““He was like a second father to me. He was a great mentor as far as giving you 
advice. I never met an individual with more integrity than him. He was a
perfectionist in everything in life. You wonder how he did it. He was go, go, go.”

Jacobs remained a familiar face around athletic events until he passed in 2016 at 
the age of 91, leaving Monroe County a much better place.
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By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

TOUGH LOVE TAKES DECKARD TO HALL OF FAME

ROYCE DECKARD

Photos courtesy of Herald-Times

Hall of Fame wrestling coach Royce Deckard knows all about tough love, having 
learned it the hard way.

At age four he was stricken by polio and told he may never walk again. His mother, 
Elfride, wouldn’t let him settle for that.

“She drew these lines on the floor and made me walk those lines every day,” 
Deckard recalls. “She said, ‘If you are ever going to walk again, this is what you 
have to do.’ I would be crying and she would keep on pushing. �is is where I 
learned hard love.”

And what sport demands more hard love than wrestling? What sport demands that 
you practically starve yourself to maintain your wrestling weight? What sport 
demands the courage to go one-on-one with an opponent, knowing you might get 
humiliated in front of a gym full of people? 

And yet Deckard asked this out of hundreds – maybe thousands -- of wrestlers 
over a 40-year career that has seen him produce 17 state champions, eight 
runners-up and 72 medalists.

“You don’t want to torture people, but you have to push their body and mind to 
achieve what they want to get done,” he says.
At age 69, Deckard realizes wrestling has shaped his entire life. Conquering polio 
brought many hurdles.

“In the second grade I had to wear (leg) braces, and in the sixth grade I had to 
wear corrective shoes,” he says. “Talk about getting bullied. I had to fight every day. 
Anytime a person looked at me sideways I wanted to fight.”

It all changed in middle school when Binford coach Dave Davies asked Deckard 
to come out for wrestling.

“I started channeling my energy and frustrations in the wrestling room,” Deckard 
says. “Right then my grades started going up, and my attitude in life changed.”

Deckard would go on to have a successful wrestling career at Bloomington High, 
winning conference and  sectional  titles under the guidance of Kay Hutsell. He 
wrestled one year at Indiana University under Hall of Famer Charley McDaniel 
and went undefeated on the freshmen team.

“Coach Hutsell showed an interest in me and made me believe in myself, which is 
what I try to do with kids today,” Deckard says.

Yes, Deckard is still coaching wrestling, now as an assistant at Bloomington South, 
where he served as head coach his last 15 years before “retiring.”
“I started coaching in 1973 and never stopped,” he says. “Kay Hustsell told me to 
give back to the sport, and I’m still giving.”

Along with his 15 years at South, Deckard coached 16 years at Lawrence North and later two years at Center Grove. At Lawrence 
North he was a part of three state championship teams and two runners-up. Not a single year passed without at least one individual 
qualifying for state in Deckard’s long coaching career.

Wrestling has been the common thread throughout the Deckard family. Royce met his wife, Donna, through a wrestling contact,
and he coached his son, Royce “Deuce” Deckard, to a state title at Lawrence North. Daughter Tonya has even officiated some AAU 
wrestling.

“My son and I still go to the NCAAs every year,” Deckard says. “I’ve been married 46 years, and my wife has been a great asset. If you 
don’t have the support of your spouse in this sport, you won’t last long because it’s a year-round thing.”

�e awards keep mounting for Deckard. �e Indiana State Wrestling Association noted Deckard’s contributions by inducting him 
into its hall of fame in 2004. In 2005 ISWA honored him with the John Hurrle Award, named after one of the state’s wrestling 
pioneers. In 2016, Deckard received ISWA’s highest coaching honor, the Billy �om Award, named after the former Indiana
University coach who championed wrestling throughout the state. And just within the last year he received a national honor from
the Coaching Corps, the Game Changer Award for making a positive impact on young men’s lives.

Bloomington even has a Royce Deckard Day, Dec. 8, 2008, proclaimed by Mayor Mark Kruzan over a decade ago.

Deckard looks back now and realizes how that tough love paid off, not only for himself, but for those he coached. To see them go
on to successful lives pleases him the most.

“I’ve had kids who played in the NFL, a kid who became a brain surgeon, another kid who worked for NASA. I have kids who have 
gone into coaching, some who have coached against me, and kids who have set up their own businesses. I had one kid who was 
diagnosed with cancer. He told me, ‘All the chemotherapy I am going through is nothing compared to what I went through in the 
wrestling room. �at helps me face this.’ ”

Deckard struggled to finish the story because the young man ultimately lost his match with cancer. After gathering himself, he said, 
“Wrestling takes a special breed. �ese kids have gone through the wars, the battles, the frustrations. What means the most to me is 
when they come back and say, ‘What you taught me in the wrestling room really means something.’ ” 

DEBRO’S CONTRIBUTIONS LOOM LARGE

MARCUS DEBRO

Photos courtesy of Heral- Times

Athlete … coach … referee … teacher … educator … administrator ... volunteer.

�at is the resume of Marcus Debro, who deservedly joins a host of other distin-
guished recipients of the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Contributor Award. 
His is a story of commitment to students, to athletes, to excellence, to hometown.  

And while he says, “�ere are those certainly more deserving,” his life speaks 
otherwise.

A 1979 graduate of Bloomington North, Debro was first coached in basketball by 
Ron Crowe, then Erv Bultman, then by George Fielding, who was inducted into 
the MCSHOF last year.  He was a two-year All-Conference performer and played 
as a senior on a team that went 22-3, losing a regional semifinal game to 
Shelbyville, where one of the assistant coaches was Tom McKinney, another 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Famer who guided North to the state’s last 
one-class championship team in 1997.

Debro wanted to go to college and play basketball, and his dream was to go to Kilo 
College in Hawaii. But along came David Terry, a 1968 standout at Bloomington 
High, who was an assistant coach at Keene College in New Hampshire. Terry also 
was a counselor at Boys’ Club camp in Bloomington. Debro’s mother, Lola, 
“helped” Marcus with his decision to choose Keene.

“You’re going there. �ey will take care of you,” she said.

And so Debro went to Keene, where he was a four-year starter and graduated as 
the school’s all-time leader in blocked shots (a record that held up until 2018). He 
also was the all-time leader in games played and averaged 12 points over his 
college career.

Debro came back to Bloomington in 1985, where he worked for the Parks and 
Recreation Department. He eventually was the assistant director of Frank 
Southern Ice Arena, then assistant manager of Banneker Community Center. In 
1995 he had the opportunity to teach at Bloomington South, thanks to principal 
Mike Riggle. In 6½ years there he also served as a basketball assistant to boys’ 
coach J.R. Holmes (another Hall-of-Famer) and girls’ coach Chris Beyers, who 
coached the Warren Central boys to a state title in 2018. 

In 2001, Debro moved across town to Bloomington North, where he has served as 
assistant principal for the last 18 years. He has no intentions of doing anything 
else, saying, “�ere is still a need and lives to impact.  I need to be working.”

While working at Banneker, Debro obtained his referee license so he could 
officiate fifth-grade games. He was teaching an officiating class at Indiana 
University a few years later when Dave Pillar, a referee and current principal at 
Jackson Creek Middle School, suggested they become an officiating duo.  �at 
has led to a successful 16-year career, where Debro has officiated in numerous 
sectionals, regionals and semi-states, topped off by six state championships, three 
boys’ and three girls.’ In 2016 he was selected by the IHSAA as its Referee of the 
Year.

Most people would probably think the state finals would be his career highlight.  
“Not so,” Debro says.  “Doing the Warren Central-New Albany (with Romeo 
Langford) semi-state game last year was probably the biggest game in the state 
the last 10 years.” 

Debro has also been honored for his community work.  He served as chairman of 
the local Red Cross for six years, the only African-American to serve in that 
capacity in its long Bloomington history.  He earned the second Pat Kingsbury 
Award for Service Above Self.   He’s also served on boards for SIPS (Southern 
Indiana Physicians), been a Kiwanis member, helped with Community Health 
and is a part of 50 Men Who Care, a men’s community service group.

Along the way, he’s been a part of special moments.

“It’s a lot of what I love about this community – staying connected,” he says.  “I’ve been really lucky.  I’ve coached an NBA draft pick, 
Glenn Robinson. I’ve coached the leading scorer in boys’ state history, Damon Bailey, and officiated a game which featured the 
leading scorer in girls’ state history, Jackie Young.  And I once was invited by Marques Haynes (the original famous dribbler and later 
president) to try out for the Harlem Globetrotters.”

Debro, who was one of the original board members of the MCSHOF, joins his sister, Tina, an outstanding track athlete at North and 
IU, in the Hall. She was a 2016 inductee.  Brother Seth was a member of North’s 1997 state championship basketball team. 

“Quite honestly I’m certainly honored and humbled,” Marcus says. “My Mom (who died in 2016), was very proud of my sister upon 
her selection, and I think she would absolutely giddy now.”
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TOUGH LOVE TAKES DECKARD TO HALL OF FAME

ROYCE DECKARD
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over a 40-year career that has seen him produce 17 state champions, eight 
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“You don’t want to torture people, but you have to push their body and mind to 
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brought many hurdles.

“In the second grade I had to wear (leg) braces, and in the sixth grade I had to 
wear corrective shoes,” he says. “Talk about getting bullied. I had to fight every day. 
Anytime a person looked at me sideways I wanted to fight.”

It all changed in middle school when Binford coach Dave Davies asked Deckard 
to come out for wrestling.

“I started channeling my energy and frustrations in the wrestling room,” Deckard 
says. “Right then my grades started going up, and my attitude in life changed.”

Deckard would go on to have a successful wrestling career at Bloomington High, 
winning conference and  sectional  titles under the guidance of Kay Hutsell. He 
wrestled one year at Indiana University under Hall of Famer Charley McDaniel 
and went undefeated on the freshmen team.

“Coach Hutsell showed an interest in me and made me believe in myself, which is 
what I try to do with kids today,” Deckard says.

Yes, Deckard is still coaching wrestling, now as an assistant at Bloomington South, 
where he served as head coach his last 15 years before “retiring.”
“I started coaching in 1973 and never stopped,” he says. “Kay Hustsell told me to 
give back to the sport, and I’m still giving.”

Along with his 15 years at South, Deckard coached 16 years at Lawrence North and later two years at Center Grove. At Lawrence 
North he was a part of three state championship teams and two runners-up. Not a single year passed without at least one individual 
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Wrestling has been the common thread throughout the Deckard family. Royce met his wife, Donna, through a wrestling contact,
and he coached his son, Royce “Deuce” Deckard, to a state title at Lawrence North. Daughter Tonya has even officiated some AAU 
wrestling.

“My son and I still go to the NCAAs every year,” Deckard says. “I’ve been married 46 years, and my wife has been a great asset. If you 
don’t have the support of your spouse in this sport, you won’t last long because it’s a year-round thing.”
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into its hall of fame in 2004. In 2005 ISWA honored him with the John Hurrle Award, named after one of the state’s wrestling 
pioneers. In 2016, Deckard received ISWA’s highest coaching honor, the Billy �om Award, named after the former Indiana
University coach who championed wrestling throughout the state. And just within the last year he received a national honor from
the Coaching Corps, the Game Changer Award for making a positive impact on young men’s lives.

Bloomington even has a Royce Deckard Day, Dec. 8, 2008, proclaimed by Mayor Mark Kruzan over a decade ago.

Deckard looks back now and realizes how that tough love paid off, not only for himself, but for those he coached. To see them go
on to successful lives pleases him the most.

“I’ve had kids who played in the NFL, a kid who became a brain surgeon, another kid who worked for NASA. I have kids who have 
gone into coaching, some who have coached against me, and kids who have set up their own businesses. I had one kid who was 
diagnosed with cancer. He told me, ‘All the chemotherapy I am going through is nothing compared to what I went through in the 
wrestling room. �at helps me face this.’ ”

Deckard struggled to finish the story because the young man ultimately lost his match with cancer. After gathering himself, he said, 
“Wrestling takes a special breed. �ese kids have gone through the wars, the battles, the frustrations. What means the most to me is 
when they come back and say, ‘What you taught me in the wrestling room really means something.’ ” 

By Kit Klingelhoffer
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
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By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

O’CONNELL TAKES TENNIS TO A WHOLE NEW LEVEL

MIKE O’CONNELL

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

To just about any Bloomington tennis player who takes the sport seriously, just 
mention the name of Mike O’Connell and see what reaction you get. Chances are 
that player’s path has crossed McConnell’s at some point.

Over the last quarter century, probably no single person has had as much impact on 
the sport of tennis in the Bloomington community than Mike O’Connell. Since 
1992, he has been the teaching professional at the IU Tennis Center, where players 
of all ages and calibers come to hone their skills.

It is no surprise that tennis has thrived during this time, especially at the junior 
level. With O’Connell somewhere in the equation -- whether as a coach, a teacher 
or a mentor -- two juniors rose to No. 1 national rankings in their age group, three 
juniors captured state high school singles championships, two juniors finished 
second and one high school team claimed state runner-up honors.

It is enough to make O’Connell the first from the sport of tennis to be enshrined 
in the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. It would be hard to find a better 
ambassador for tennis. O’Connell has devoted his entire life to it, going back to his 
days as a tennis instructor at the French Lick Resort. In 1992, he faced the biggest 
decision of his career: accept an offer from Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri or stay 
in Indiana and become the head teaching pro at the IU Tennis Center.

“�e Lake of the Ozarks offered twice the money, but after checking out the school 
systems and communities, those factors rated higher than the income,” O’Connell 
says. “I think we made the right decision because I still believe Bloomington is one 
of the finest communities.”

O’Connell has given much to the community beyond tennis. He has partaken in 
fundraisers for United Way House for Abused Women, United Cerebral Palsy 
Association, Special Olympics and the Crusade for Children. He also is a commu-
nion minister for St. Charles Catholic Church, regularly taking communion to 
patients in Bloomington Hospital.

“To just about everyone he is one of the best coaches in Bloomington,” says K.J. 
Stewart, one of the juniors who rose to No. 1 with O’Connell’s help. “He contin-
ues to be one of the most influential people, not only in tennis but off the court.”

�e other junior to achieve a No. 1 national ranking is Ronnie Schneider, a 
three-time state high school champion at Bloomington South and then an 
All-American at the University of North Carolina. While O’Connell was one of 
several coaches to play a part in Schneider’s development, Schneider credits 
O’Connell with encouraging him to adapt a more aggressive approach.

“He helped me develop a more attacking style on the court,” Schneider says. “His 
ability to break down things into simple pieces is amazing. I was lucky to be 
around him for 10 years. He was somebody I looked up to. He was just as much of 
a mentor as a coach. For me he was a great role model, a great family man.” 
Family and faith are at the top for O’Connell, now married to wife Linda for 46 
years. �ey have an adopted son, Sean, who made it to the state finals in doubles 
during his career at Bloomington South.

“Family is at the top of the hierarchy, and the church is my spirituality,” O’Con-
nell says. He is reluctant to take credit for the success that the Bloomington 
tennis community enjoys.

“�is isn’t just myself, he says. “�ere are so many coaches – and parents – who 
have played a part. My goal was to establish a high level of tennis in Bloomington 
and the surrounding area, to bring a culture of competition, passion and sports-
manship. I wanted to make it fun, a lifetime sport in the community. I also 
wanted to hire the best teaching professionals, those who possessed the highest 
character and integrity and set examples on and off the tennis court, people like 
Nigel Russell and Chris Chopra. I’ve trained over 400 instructors. I can’t think of 
too many people I haven’t taught.”

O’Connell is big on proper conduct on the court, as anyone who ever had to face 
his glare will tell you when they misbehaved.

“I prefer sportsmanship over gamesmanship,” O’Connell says. “Tennis teaches you 
things about life, winning and losing, problem solving, challenging yourself, 
dealing with anger.”

“It’s the life lessons he instills,” Stewart says. “�e underlying theme is work hard, 
to practice hard, do the things the right way and it will work out for you.”

Looking back, O’Connell can see what a good fit Bloomington has been.

“�e diversity from the university, the resources, the high level of professionals, 
teachers and leaders – it’s amazing to have that kind of talent to work with,” he 
says. “�e bar is pretty high here.”
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three-time state high school champion at Bloomington South and then an 
All-American at the University of North Carolina. While O’Connell was one of 
several coaches to play a part in Schneider’s development, Schneider credits 
O’Connell with encouraging him to adapt a more aggressive approach.

“He helped me develop a more attacking style on the court,” Schneider says. “His 
ability to break down things into simple pieces is amazing. I was lucky to be 
around him for 10 years. He was somebody I looked up to. He was just as much of 
a mentor as a coach. For me he was a great role model, a great family man.” 
Family and faith are at the top for O’Connell, now married to wife Linda for 46 
years. �ey have an adopted son, Sean, who made it to the state finals in doubles 
during his career at Bloomington South.

“Family is at the top of the hierarchy, and the church is my spirituality,” O’Con-
nell says. He is reluctant to take credit for the success that the Bloomington 
tennis community enjoys.

“�is isn’t just myself, he says. “�ere are so many coaches – and parents – who 
have played a part. My goal was to establish a high level of tennis in Bloomington 
and the surrounding area, to bring a culture of competition, passion and sports-
manship. I wanted to make it fun, a lifetime sport in the community. I also 
wanted to hire the best teaching professionals, those who possessed the highest 
character and integrity and set examples on and off the tennis court, people like 
Nigel Russell and Chris Chopra. I’ve trained over 400 instructors. I can’t think of 
too many people I haven’t taught.”

O’Connell is big on proper conduct on the court, as anyone who ever had to face 
his glare will tell you when they misbehaved.

“I prefer sportsmanship over gamesmanship,” O’Connell says. “Tennis teaches you 
things about life, winning and losing, problem solving, challenging yourself, 
dealing with anger.”

“It’s the life lessons he instills,” Stewart says. “�e underlying theme is work hard, 
to practice hard, do the things the right way and it will work out for you.”

Looking back, O’Connell can see what a good fit Bloomington has been.

“�e diversity from the university, the resources, the high level of professionals, 
teachers and leaders – it’s amazing to have that kind of talent to work with,” he 
says. “�e bar is pretty high here.”

O’CONNELL TAKES TENNIS TO A WHOLE NEW LEVEL

MIKE O’CONNELL

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

To just about any Bloomington tennis player who takes the sport seriously, just 
mention the name of Mike O’Connell and see what reaction you get. Chances are 
that player’s path has crossed McConnell’s at some point.

Over the last quarter century, probably no single person has had as much impact on 
the sport of tennis in the Bloomington community than Mike O’Connell. Since 
1992, he has been the teaching professional at the IU Tennis Center, where players 
of all ages and calibers come to hone their skills.

It is no surprise that tennis has thrived during this time, especially at the junior 
level. With O’Connell somewhere in the equation -- whether as a coach, a teacher 
or a mentor -- two juniors rose to No. 1 national rankings in their age group, three 
juniors captured state high school singles championships, two juniors finished 
second and one high school team claimed state runner-up honors.

It is enough to make O’Connell the first from the sport of tennis to be enshrined 
in the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. It would be hard to find a better 
ambassador for tennis. O’Connell has devoted his entire life to it, going back to his 
days as a tennis instructor at the French Lick Resort. In 1992, he faced the biggest 
decision of his career: accept an offer from Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri or stay 
in Indiana and become the head teaching pro at the IU Tennis Center.

“�e Lake of the Ozarks offered twice the money, but after checking out the school 
systems and communities, those factors rated higher than the income,” O’Connell 
says. “I think we made the right decision because I still believe Bloomington is one 
of the finest communities.”

O’Connell has given much to the community beyond tennis. He has partaken in 
fundraisers for United Way House for Abused Women, United Cerebral Palsy 
Association, Special Olympics and the Crusade for Children. He also is a commu-
nion minister for St. Charles Catholic Church, regularly taking communion to 
patients in Bloomington Hospital.

“To just about everyone he is one of the best coaches in Bloomington,” says K.J. 
Stewart, one of the juniors who rose to No. 1 with O’Connell’s help. “He contin-
ues to be one of the most influential people, not only in tennis but off the court.”

�e other junior to achieve a No. 1 national ranking is Ronnie Schneider, a 
three-time state high school champion at Bloomington South and then an 
All-American at the University of North Carolina. While O’Connell was one of 
several coaches to play a part in Schneider’s development, Schneider credits 
O’Connell with encouraging him to adapt a more aggressive approach.

“He helped me develop a more attacking style on the court,” Schneider says. “His 
ability to break down things into simple pieces is amazing. I was lucky to be 
around him for 10 years. He was somebody I looked up to. He was just as much of 
a mentor as a coach. For me he was a great role model, a great family man.” 
Family and faith are at the top for O’Connell, now married to wife Linda for 46 
years. �ey have an adopted son, Sean, who made it to the state finals in doubles 
during his career at Bloomington South.

“Family is at the top of the hierarchy, and the church is my spirituality,” O’Con-
nell says. He is reluctant to take credit for the success that the Bloomington 
tennis community enjoys.

“�is isn’t just myself, he says. “�ere are so many coaches – and parents – who 
have played a part. My goal was to establish a high level of tennis in Bloomington 
and the surrounding area, to bring a culture of competition, passion and sports-
manship. I wanted to make it fun, a lifetime sport in the community. I also 
wanted to hire the best teaching professionals, those who possessed the highest 
character and integrity and set examples on and off the tennis court, people like 
Nigel Russell and Chris Chopra. I’ve trained over 400 instructors. I can’t think of 
too many people I haven’t taught.”

O’Connell is big on proper conduct on the court, as anyone who ever had to face 
his glare will tell you when they misbehaved.

“I prefer sportsmanship over gamesmanship,” O’Connell says. “Tennis teaches you 
things about life, winning and losing, problem solving, challenging yourself, 
dealing with anger.”

“It’s the life lessons he instills,” Stewart says. “�e underlying theme is work hard, 
to practice hard, do the things the right way and it will work out for you.”

Looking back, O’Connell can see what a good fit Bloomington has been.

“�e diversity from the university, the resources, the high level of professionals, 
teachers and leaders – it’s amazing to have that kind of talent to work with,” he 
says. “�e bar is pretty high here.”
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TOUGH LOVE TAKES DECKARD TO HALL OF FAME

ROYCE DECKARD

Photos courtesy of Herald-Times

Hall of Fame wrestling coach Royce Deckard knows all about tough love, having 
learned it the hard way.

At age four he was stricken by polio and told he may never walk again. His mother, 
Elfride, wouldn’t let him settle for that.

“She drew these lines on the floor and made me walk those lines every day,” 
Deckard recalls. “She said, ‘If you are ever going to walk again, this is what you 
have to do.’ I would be crying and she would keep on pushing. �is is where I 
learned hard love.”

And what sport demands more hard love than wrestling? What sport demands that 
you practically starve yourself to maintain your wrestling weight? What sport 
demands the courage to go one-on-one with an opponent, knowing you might get 
humiliated in front of a gym full of people? 

And yet Deckard asked this out of hundreds – maybe thousands -- of wrestlers 
over a 40-year career that has seen him produce 17 state champions, eight 
runners-up and 72 medalists.

“You don’t want to torture people, but you have to push their body and mind to 
achieve what they want to get done,” he says.
At age 69, Deckard realizes wrestling has shaped his entire life. Conquering polio 
brought many hurdles.

“In the second grade I had to wear (leg) braces, and in the sixth grade I had to 
wear corrective shoes,” he says. “Talk about getting bullied. I had to fight every day. 
Anytime a person looked at me sideways I wanted to fight.”

It all changed in middle school when Binford coach Dave Davies asked Deckard 
to come out for wrestling.

“I started channeling my energy and frustrations in the wrestling room,” Deckard 
says. “Right then my grades started going up, and my attitude in life changed.”

Deckard would go on to have a successful wrestling career at Bloomington High, 
winning conference and  sectional  titles under the guidance of Kay Hutsell. He 
wrestled one year at Indiana University under Hall of Famer Charley McDaniel 
and went undefeated on the freshmen team.

“Coach Hutsell showed an interest in me and made me believe in myself, which is 
what I try to do with kids today,” Deckard says.

Yes, Deckard is still coaching wrestling, now as an assistant at Bloomington South, 
where he served as head coach his last 15 years before “retiring.”
“I started coaching in 1973 and never stopped,” he says. “Kay Hustsell told me to 
give back to the sport, and I’m still giving.”

Along with his 15 years at South, Deckard coached 16 years at Lawrence North and later two years at Center Grove. At Lawrence 
North he was a part of three state championship teams and two runners-up. Not a single year passed without at least one individual 
qualifying for state in Deckard’s long coaching career.

Wrestling has been the common thread throughout the Deckard family. Royce met his wife, Donna, through a wrestling contact,
and he coached his son, Royce “Deuce” Deckard, to a state title at Lawrence North. Daughter Tonya has even officiated some AAU 
wrestling.

“My son and I still go to the NCAAs every year,” Deckard says. “I’ve been married 46 years, and my wife has been a great asset. If you 
don’t have the support of your spouse in this sport, you won’t last long because it’s a year-round thing.”

�e awards keep mounting for Deckard. �e Indiana State Wrestling Association noted Deckard’s contributions by inducting him 
into its hall of fame in 2004. In 2005 ISWA honored him with the John Hurrle Award, named after one of the state’s wrestling 
pioneers. In 2016, Deckard received ISWA’s highest coaching honor, the Billy �om Award, named after the former Indiana
University coach who championed wrestling throughout the state. And just within the last year he received a national honor from
the Coaching Corps, the Game Changer Award for making a positive impact on young men’s lives.

Bloomington even has a Royce Deckard Day, Dec. 8, 2008, proclaimed by Mayor Mark Kruzan over a decade ago.

Deckard looks back now and realizes how that tough love paid off, not only for himself, but for those he coached. To see them go
on to successful lives pleases him the most.

“I’ve had kids who played in the NFL, a kid who became a brain surgeon, another kid who worked for NASA. I have kids who have 
gone into coaching, some who have coached against me, and kids who have set up their own businesses. I had one kid who was 
diagnosed with cancer. He told me, ‘All the chemotherapy I am going through is nothing compared to what I went through in the 
wrestling room. �at helps me face this.’ ”

Deckard struggled to finish the story because the young man ultimately lost his match with cancer. After gathering himself, he said, 
“Wrestling takes a special breed. �ese kids have gone through the wars, the battles, the frustrations. What means the most to me is 
when they come back and say, ‘What you taught me in the wrestling room really means something.’ ” 

By Kit Klingelhoffer
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

DEBRO’S CONTRIBUTIONS LOOM LARGE

MARCUS DEBRO

Photos courtesy of Herald-Times

Athlete … coach … referee … teacher … educator … administrator ... volunteer.

�at is the resume of Marcus Debro, who deservedly joins a host of other distin-
guished recipients of the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Contributor Award. 
His is a story of commitment to students, to athletes, to excellence, to hometown.  

And while he says, “�ere are those certainly more deserving,” his life speaks 
otherwise.

A 1979 graduate of Bloomington North, Debro was first coached in basketball by 
Ron Crowe, then Erv Bultman, then by George Fielding, who was inducted into 
the MCSHOF last year.  He was a two-year All-Conference performer and played 
as a senior on a team that went 22-3, losing a regional semifinal game to 
Shelbyville, where one of the assistant coaches was Tom McKinney, another 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Famer who guided North to the state’s last 
one-class championship team in 1997.

Debro wanted to go to college and play basketball, and his dream was to go to Kilo 
College in Hawaii. But along came David Terry, a 1968 standout at Bloomington 
High, who was an assistant coach at Keene College in New Hampshire. Terry also 
was a counselor at Boys’ Club camp in Bloomington. Debro’s mother, Lola, 
“helped” Marcus with his decision to choose Keene.

“You’re going there. �ey will take care of you,” she said.

And so Debro went to Keene, where he was a four-year starter and graduated as 
the school’s all-time leader in blocked shots (a record that held up until 2018). He 
also was the all-time leader in games played and averaged 12 points over his 
college career.

Debro came back to Bloomington in 1985, where he worked for the Parks and 
Recreation Department. He eventually was the assistant director of Frank 
Southern Ice Arena, then assistant manager of Banneker Community Center. In 
1995 he had the opportunity to teach at Bloomington South, thanks to principal 
Mike Riggle. In 6½ years there he also served as a basketball assistant to boys’ 
coach J.R. Holmes (another Hall-of-Famer) and girls’ coach Chris Beyers, who 
coached the Warren Central boys to a state title in 2018. 

In 2001, Debro moved across town to Bloomington North, where he has served as 
assistant principal for the last 18 years. He has no intentions of doing anything 
else, saying, “�ere is still a need and lives to impact.  I need to be working.”

While working at Banneker, Debro obtained his referee license so he could 
officiate fifth-grade games. He was teaching an officiating class at Indiana 
University a few years later when Dave Pillar, a referee and current principal at 
Jackson Creek Middle School, suggested they become an officiating duo.  �at 
has led to a successful 16-year career, where Debro has officiated in numerous 
sectionals, regionals and semi-states, topped off by six state championships, three 
boys’ and three girls.’ In 2016 he was selected by the IHSAA as its Referee of the 
Year.

Most people would probably think the state finals would be his career highlight.  
“Not so,” Debro says.  “Doing the Warren Central-New Albany (with Romeo 
Langford) semi-state game last year was probably the biggest game in the state 
the last 10 years.” 

Debro has also been honored for his community work.  He served as chairman of 
the local Red Cross for six years, the only African-American to serve in that 
capacity in its long Bloomington history.  He earned the second Pat Kingsbury 
Award for Service Above Self.   He’s also served on boards for SIPS (Southern 
Indiana Physicians), been a Kiwanis member, helped with Community Health 
and is a part of 50 Men Who Care, a men’s community service group.

Along the way, he’s been a part of special moments.

“It’s a lot of what I love about this community – staying connected,” he says.  “I’ve been really lucky.  I’ve coached an NBA draft pick, 
Glenn Robinson. I’ve coached the leading scorer in boys’ state history, Damon Bailey, and officiated a game which featured the 
leading scorer in girls’ state history, Jackie Young.  And I once was invited by Marques Haynes (the original famous dribbler and later 
president) to try out for the Harlem Globetrotters.”

Debro, who was one of the original board members of the MCSHOF, joins his sister, Tina, an outstanding track athlete at North and 
IU, in the Hall. She was a 2016 inductee.  Brother Seth was a member of North’s 1997 state championship basketball team. 

“Quite honestly I’m certainly honored and humbled,” Marcus says. “My Mom (who died in 2016), was very proud of my sister upon 
her selection, and I think she would absolutely giddy now.”
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By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

TOUGH LOVE TAKES DECKARD TO HALL OF FAME

ROYCE DECKARD
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Hall of Fame wrestling coach Royce Deckard knows all about tough love, having 
learned it the hard way.

At age four he was stricken by polio and told he may never walk again. His mother, 
Elfride, wouldn’t let him settle for that.

“She drew these lines on the floor and made me walk those lines every day,” 
Deckard recalls. “She said, ‘If you are ever going to walk again, this is what you 
have to do.’ I would be crying and she would keep on pushing. �is is where I 
learned hard love.”

And what sport demands more hard love than wrestling? What sport demands that 
you practically starve yourself to maintain your wrestling weight? What sport 
demands the courage to go one-on-one with an opponent, knowing you might get 
humiliated in front of a gym full of people? 

And yet Deckard asked this out of hundreds – maybe thousands -- of wrestlers 
over a 40-year career that has seen him produce 17 state champions, eight 
runners-up and 72 medalists.

“You don’t want to torture people, but you have to push their body and mind to 
achieve what they want to get done,” he says.
At age 69, Deckard realizes wrestling has shaped his entire life. Conquering polio 
brought many hurdles.

“In the second grade I had to wear (leg) braces, and in the sixth grade I had to 
wear corrective shoes,” he says. “Talk about getting bullied. I had to fight every day. 
Anytime a person looked at me sideways I wanted to fight.”

It all changed in middle school when Binford coach Dave Davies asked Deckard 
to come out for wrestling.

“I started channeling my energy and frustrations in the wrestling room,” Deckard 
says. “Right then my grades started going up, and my attitude in life changed.”

Deckard would go on to have a successful wrestling career at Bloomington High, 
winning conference and  sectional  titles under the guidance of Kay Hutsell. He 
wrestled one year at Indiana University under Hall of Famer Charley McDaniel 
and went undefeated on the freshmen team.

“Coach Hutsell showed an interest in me and made me believe in myself, which is 
what I try to do with kids today,” Deckard says.

Yes, Deckard is still coaching wrestling, now as an assistant at Bloomington South, 
where he served as head coach his last 15 years before “retiring.”
“I started coaching in 1973 and never stopped,” he says. “Kay Hustsell told me to 
give back to the sport, and I’m still giving.”

Along with his 15 years at South, Deckard coached 16 years at Lawrence North and later two years at Center Grove. At Lawrence 
North he was a part of three state championship teams and two runners-up. Not a single year passed without at least one individual 
qualifying for state in Deckard’s long coaching career.

Wrestling has been the common thread throughout the Deckard family. Royce met his wife, Donna, through a wrestling contact,
and he coached his son, Royce “Deuce” Deckard, to a state title at Lawrence North. Daughter Tonya has even officiated some AAU 
wrestling.

“My son and I still go to the NCAAs every year,” Deckard says. “I’ve been married 46 years, and my wife has been a great asset. If you 
don’t have the support of your spouse in this sport, you won’t last long because it’s a year-round thing.”

�e awards keep mounting for Deckard. �e Indiana State Wrestling Association noted Deckard’s contributions by inducting him 
into its hall of fame in 2004. In 2005 ISWA honored him with the John Hurrle Award, named after one of the state’s wrestling 
pioneers. In 2016, Deckard received ISWA’s highest coaching honor, the Billy �om Award, named after the former Indiana
University coach who championed wrestling throughout the state. And just within the last year he received a national honor from
the Coaching Corps, the Game Changer Award for making a positive impact on young men’s lives.

Bloomington even has a Royce Deckard Day, Dec. 8, 2008, proclaimed by Mayor Mark Kruzan over a decade ago.

Deckard looks back now and realizes how that tough love paid off, not only for himself, but for those he coached. To see them go
on to successful lives pleases him the most.

“I’ve had kids who played in the NFL, a kid who became a brain surgeon, another kid who worked for NASA. I have kids who have 
gone into coaching, some who have coached against me, and kids who have set up their own businesses. I had one kid who was 
diagnosed with cancer. He told me, ‘All the chemotherapy I am going through is nothing compared to what I went through in the 
wrestling room. �at helps me face this.’ ”

Deckard struggled to finish the story because the young man ultimately lost his match with cancer. After gathering himself, he said, 
“Wrestling takes a special breed. �ese kids have gone through the wars, the battles, the frustrations. What means the most to me is 
when they come back and say, ‘What you taught me in the wrestling room really means something.’ ” 
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Athlete … coach … referee … teacher … educator … administrator ... volunteer.

�at is the resume of Marcus Debro, who deservedly joins a host of other distin-
guished recipients of the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Contributor Award. 
His is a story of commitment to students, to athletes, to excellence, to hometown.  

And while he says, “�ere are those certainly more deserving,” his life speaks 
otherwise.

A 1979 graduate of Bloomington North, Debro was first coached in basketball by 
Ron Crowe, then Erv Bultman, then by George Fielding, who was inducted into 
the MCSHOF last year.  He was a two-year All-Conference performer and played 
as a senior on a team that went 22-3, losing a regional semifinal game to 
Shelbyville, where one of the assistant coaches was Tom McKinney, another 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Famer who guided North to the state’s last 
one-class championship team in 1997.

Debro wanted to go to college and play basketball, and his dream was to go to Kilo 
College in Hawaii. But along came David Terry, a 1968 standout at Bloomington 
High, who was an assistant coach at Keene College in New Hampshire. Terry also 
was a counselor at Boys’ Club camp in Bloomington. Debro’s mother, Lola, 
“helped” Marcus with his decision to choose Keene.

“You’re going there. �ey will take care of you,” she said.

And so Debro went to Keene, where he was a four-year starter and graduated as 
the school’s all-time leader in blocked shots (a record that held up until 2018). He 
also was the all-time leader in games played and averaged 12 points over his 
college career.

Debro came back to Bloomington in 1985, where he worked for the Parks and 
Recreation Department. He eventually was the assistant director of Frank 
Southern Ice Arena, then assistant manager of Banneker Community Center. In 
1995 he had the opportunity to teach at Bloomington South, thanks to principal 
Mike Riggle. In 6½ years there he also served as a basketball assistant to boys’ 
coach J.R. Holmes (another Hall-of-Famer) and girls’ coach Chris Beyers, who 
coached the Warren Central boys to a state title in 2018. 

In 2001, Debro moved across town to Bloomington North, where he has served as 
assistant principal for the last 18 years. He has no intentions of doing anything 
else, saying, “�ere is still a need and lives to impact.  I need to be working.”

While working at Banneker, Debro obtained his referee license so he could 
officiate fifth-grade games. He was teaching an officiating class at Indiana 
University a few years later when Dave Pillar, a referee and current principal at 
Jackson Creek Middle School, suggested they become an officiating duo.  �at 
has led to a successful 16-year career, where Debro has officiated in numerous 
sectionals, regionals and semi-states, topped off by six state championships, three 
boys’ and three girls.’ In 2016 he was selected by the IHSAA as its Referee of the 
Year.

Most people would probably think the state finals would be his career highlight.  
“Not so,” Debro says.  “Doing the Warren Central-New Albany (with Romeo 
Langford) semi-state game last year was probably the biggest game in the state 
the last 10 years.” 

Debro has also been honored for his community work.  He served as chairman of 
the local Red Cross for six years, the only African-American to serve in that 
capacity in its long Bloomington history.  He earned the second Pat Kingsbury 
Award for Service Above Self.   He’s also served on boards for SIPS (Southern 
Indiana Physicians), been a Kiwanis member, helped with Community Health 
and is a part of 50 Men Who Care, a men’s community service group.

Along the way, he’s been a part of special moments.

“It’s a lot of what I love about this community – staying connected,” he says.  “I’ve been really lucky.  I’ve coached an NBA draft pick, 
Glenn Robinson. I’ve coached the leading scorer in boys’ state history, Damon Bailey, and officiated a game which featured the 
leading scorer in girls’ state history, Jackie Young.  And I once was invited by Marques Haynes (the original famous dribbler and later 
president) to try out for the Harlem Globetrotters.”

Debro, who was one of the original board members of the MCSHOF, joins his sister, Tina, an outstanding track athlete at North and 
IU, in the Hall. She was a 2016 inductee.  Brother Seth was a member of North’s 1997 state championship basketball team. 

“Quite honestly I’m certainly honored and humbled,” Marcus says. “My Mom (who died in 2016), was very proud of my sister upon 
her selection, and I think she would absolutely giddy now.”
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THOMPSON GOES FROM BACK YARD TO STARDOM

TYLER THOMPSON

Who would have thought that a simple game of whiffle ball would take Tyler 
�ompson to such heights as an athlete?

�ompson wound up breaking school records in baseball and football at
Bloomington South, then breaking records at Indiana State, and finally becom-
ing a minor league all-star in the Toronto Blue Jays organization.

All launched by whiffle games in his Bloomington neighborhood. Now he can 
add one more honor: induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I played a ton of whiffle ball, and I liked the Cubs, so I fell in love with 
baseball,” �ompson says.  

It wasn’t until junior high that �ompson even gave football a thought. Once he 
took up football, he fell in love with the weight room, and his combination of 
speed and power led to success in both sports.

�ompson captained the 1993 Bloomington South state championship football 
team and over two years amassed 2,100 receiving yards, leading the state one year 
and finishing second in another. He still remains South’s career leader in yards 
(2,375) and TD catches (34), and is in the top ten in scoring with 214 points. 

�ompson is quick to point out how fortunate he was to be surrounded by some 
amazing talent. On the throwing end of all those passes he caught was quarter-
back Eli Stoddard, who went on to play for Butler. Dominating the trenches on 
both sides of the ball was two-way tackle Bo Barzilauskas, Indiana’s Mr. Football 
in 1993, the only lineman to ever win the award in its 26-year history.

“I played with a lot of good players,” �ompson says. “When you only lose four 
games in four years you know you are lucky. I have a lot of great memories from 
football.  We lost in the semistate my sophomore and junior years, then went 
undefeated in winning state. I have vivid memories of that state championship 
game at the Hoosier Dome. I scored two touchdowns, and we won a 33-27 
shootout over Lake Central.”

�ompson was just as talented in baseball, and toyed with the idea of playing both 
sports at ISU.

“I actually had more offers to play football than I did baseball,” he says. “I could 
have gone most places in the state to play football, but I started narrowing down 
my choices and eventually decided on ISU for baseball. �ey were going to the 
regionals almost every year and it was somewhat close to home.”

He was a four-year letterman at ISU and two-time All-Missouri Valley
Conference, setting records for slugging percentage, runs and walks. He 
finished as ISU’s fourth all-time home run hitter. He looks back on those
years fondly.

“I think back to those ISU days -- the road trips, the bus rides, all the good 
times away from the field. My teammates and I were together all the time.”

Getting drafted was special as well. �e Blue Jays took him in the seventh 
round in 1998. He saw on his phone that the Blue Jays were calling, and he 
shared the draft event with his parents, then girlfriend and now wife, Stacy.

 “�at remains a great memory that no one can ever take away,” �ompson 
says.

Within a week of draft selection he was on his way to Canada to play for the 
St. Catherine Stompers, ironically playing for a team that had the same colors 
as South, purple and white. He had a four-year minor league career,
highlighted by making the South Atlantic League All-Star Team in 1999. In 
his last season, playing for the Dunedin Blue Jays of the Florida State League, 
he had 17 homers, 57 runs batted in and 20 stolen bases. And then, after a 
slow start in spring training in 2001, he was let go four days before the start of 
the regular season.

“Life in the minors is a grind,” �ompson says. “It’s like 142 games in 135 days.  “Most of it was fun, and I was fortunate enough to be 
on good teams, but when you are 0-for-20 and wondering if you’ll ever get another hit again, it’s not so much fun. In baseball it’s a 
matter of consistency, and that’s what separates the major leaguers from the minor leaguers.”

�e �ompson family, wife Stacy, son Luke (14) and daughter Liv (11), reside in Bloomington, where Tyler makes a living in
pharmaceutical sales. In addition, he and Stacy own Fresh Fork, which is a pick-up and delivery for fresh foods.

“You know, I was fortunate to play for Hall of Fame coaches – Grier Werner and Mo Moriarty at South, and Bob Warn at Indiana 
State. I can’t thank those guys enough for what they did for me.  And I had tremendous teammates.”

As a way of giving back, �ompson is now coaching his son Luke.  Guess what is in �ompson’s back yard?  A whiffle ball field, 
complete with fence, backstop and foul poles.

“I get so much enjoyment watching Luke and his buddies playing whiffle ball all the time,” �ompson says.

Who knows what career that will launch.

By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

JACOBS A PERFECT FIT FOR HUMANITARIAN AWARD

WINFIELD “DICK” JACOBS

To be considered for the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame’s Humanitarian 
Award, a candidate has to not only have an impact in athletics but also on the 
community in general.

Winfield “Dick” Jacobs was long considered one of the top officials in the state of 
Indiana. He and his brother Danny were such a well-known team that they were 
mentioned in two books, Wendell Trogdon’s “No Harm, No Foul” and Max 
Knight’s “Someone Stole the Pea Out of My Whistle.” 

�at was good enough to get the attention of the Hall of Fame, and after the 
selection board reviewed Jacobs’s community contributions, it was like, “What took 
us so long?”

For reasons of space his vast resume is paired down to the following highlights:

     •  Co-founder of Ellettsville Little League in 1950s.
     •  First President of the Edgewood High School Building Corporation.
     •  First president of Richland-Bean Blossom School Corporation.
     •  Director of Monroe County United Fund.
     •  50-year member of Masonic Lodge, achieving its highest level, 33rd degree.
     •  President of the Scottish Rite.
     •  Director of Monroe County United Fund.
     •  President of Richland-Bean Blossom Family Stores.
     •  Director of Peoples State Bank/Nipper’s Federal Credit Union.
     •  Recipient of two states’ highest award, Sagamore of the Wabash and
        Kentucky Colonel.

And this is the slimmed down resume. And all this on top of his day job as an 
employee for RCA for 35 years -- with all that officiating on the side. It’s
exhausting just to write about it.

He was such an esteemed official that he worked three consecutive Final Fours 
from 1962-64, including the ‘63 and ’64 championship games. He also worked 
two football state finals, including a 3A final in 1984, the first year the event was 
held in the RCA Dome.

�ere are stories. John M. Holmes, a longtime coach, athletic director and a 2015 
hall of fame inductee, recalled a Bloomfield basketball game Jacobs was officiating. 
�e Cardinals were coached by the legendary Guy Glover.

As Holmes recalls, “Old Guy Glover was giving Dick a hard time when Dick 
came over and said, ‘You can go into that corner over there and watch the rest of 
this game, or you can go into the lockerroom now.’ Guy thought about it for a 
second and said, ‘I think I’d like to watch the rest of this game, so I guess I’ll go 
over there and sit.’ Dick and Danny were two of the best officials I ever had. �ey 
were always on top of their game.”

Bill Atkinson was a young assistant football coach under Ron Beatty at Edgewood 
in the 1980s when he dared to question the eyesight of Jacobs’s crew. “I called 
them three blind bats and quickly got a 15-yard penalty,” Atkinson says. “�en I 
found out he was on the school board and had to apologize.”

Atkinson went on to coach the Edgewood girls’ program and grew to appreciate 
the Jacobs brothers.

“I was amazed as how they could run up and down the field with the kids,” he 
says. “�ey really enjoyed what they were doing.”

Jacobs still made time for his wife of 56 years, Anna Louise, and their three 
children, Linda Medford, Lana Bodine and Lhea Hesler. �ose children gave 
them seven grandchildren, who in turn gave them 15 great grandchildren.

Jacobs’s son-in-law, Ike Medford, spoke about the personal side of Dick Jacobs. 
““He was like a second father to me. He was a great mentor as far as giving you 
advice. I never met an individual with more integrity than him. He was a
perfectionist in everything in life. You wonder how he did it. He was go, go, go.”

Jacobs remained a familiar face around athletic events until he passed in 2016 at 
the age of 91, leaving Monroe County a much better place.
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By Kit Klingelhoffer
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

THOMPSON GOES FROM BACK YARD TO STARDOM

TYLER THOMPSON

Photos courtesy of Herald-Times

Who would have thought that a simple game of whiffle ball would take Tyler 
�ompson to such heights as an athlete?

�ompson wound up breaking school records in baseball and football at
Bloomington South, then breaking records at Indiana State, and finally becom-
ing a minor league all-star in the Toronto Blue Jays organization.

All launched by whiffle games in his Bloomington neighborhood. Now he can 
add one more honor: induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I played a ton of whiffle ball, and I liked the Cubs, so I fell in love with 
baseball,” �ompson says.  

It wasn’t until junior high that �ompson even gave football a thought. Once he 
took up football, he fell in love with the weight room, and his combination of 
speed and power led to success in both sports.

�ompson captained the 1993 Bloomington South state championship football 
team and over two years amassed 2,100 receiving yards, leading the state one year 
and finishing second in another. He still remains South’s career leader in yards 
(2,375) and TD catches (34), and is in the top ten in scoring with 214 points. 

�ompson is quick to point out how fortunate he was to be surrounded by some 
amazing talent. On the throwing end of all those passes he caught was quarter-
back Eli Stoddard, who went on to play for Butler. Dominating the trenches on 
both sides of the ball was two-way tackle Bo Barzilauskas, Indiana’s Mr. Football 
in 1993, the only lineman to ever win the award in its 26-year history.

“I played with a lot of good players,” �ompson says. “When you only lose four 
games in four years you know you are lucky. I have a lot of great memories from 
football.  We lost in the semistate my sophomore and junior years, then went 
undefeated in winning state. I have vivid memories of that state championship 
game at the Hoosier Dome. I scored two touchdowns, and we won a 33-27 
shootout over Lake Central.”

�ompson was just as talented in baseball, and toyed with the idea of playing both 
sports at ISU.

“I actually had more offers to play football than I did baseball,” he says. “I could 
have gone most places in the state to play football, but I started narrowing down 
my choices and eventually decided on ISU for baseball. �ey were going to the 
regionals almost every year and it was somewhat close to home.”

He was a four-year letterman at ISU and two-time All-Missouri Valley
Conference, setting records for slugging percentage, runs and walks. He 
finished as ISU’s fourth all-time home run hitter. He looks back on those
years fondly.

“I think back to those ISU days -- the road trips, the bus rides, all the good 
times away from the field. My teammates and I were together all the time.”

Getting drafted was special as well. �e Blue Jays took him in the seventh 
round in 1998. He saw on his phone that the Blue Jays were calling, and he 
shared the draft event with his parents, then girlfriend and now wife, Stacy.

 “�at remains a great memory that no one can ever take away,” �ompson 
says.

Within a week of draft selection he was on his way to Canada to play for the 
St. Catherine Stompers, ironically playing for a team that had the same colors 
as South, purple and white. He had a four-year minor league career,
highlighted by making the South Atlantic League All-Star Team in 1999. In 
his last season, playing for the Dunedin Blue Jays of the Florida State League, 
he had 17 homers, 57 runs batted in and 20 stolen bases. And then, after a 
slow start in spring training in 2001, he was let go four days before the start of 
the regular season.

“Life in the minors is a grind,” �ompson says. “It’s like 142 games in 135 days.  “Most of it was fun, and I was fortunate enough to be 
on good teams, but when you are 0-for-20 and wondering if you’ll ever get another hit again, it’s not so much fun. In baseball it’s a 
matter of consistency, and that’s what separates the major leaguers from the minor leaguers.”

�e �ompson family, wife Stacy, son Luke (14) and daughter Liv (11), reside in Bloomington, where Tyler makes a living in
pharmaceutical sales. In addition, he and Stacy own Fresh Fork, which is a pick-up and delivery for fresh foods.

“You know, I was fortunate to play for Hall of Fame coaches – Grier Werner and Mo Moriarty at South, and Bob Warn at Indiana 
State. I can’t thank those guys enough for what they did for me.  And I had tremendous teammates.”

As a way of giving back, �ompson is now coaching his son Luke.  Guess what is in �ompson’s back yard?  A whiffle ball field, 
complete with fence, backstop and foul poles.

“I get so much enjoyment watching Luke and his buddies playing whiffle ball all the time,” �ompson says.

Who knows what career that will launch.

JACOBS A PERFECT FIT FOR HUMANITARIAN AWARD

WINFIELD “DICK” JACOBS

To be considered for the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame’s Humanitarian 
Award, a candidate has to not only have an impact in athletics but also on the 
community in general.

Winfield “Dick” Jacobs was long considered one of the top officials in the state of 
Indiana. He and his brother Danny were such a well-known team that they were 
mentioned in two books, Wendell Trogdon’s “No Harm, No Foul” and Max 
Knight’s “Someone Stole the Pea Out of My Whistle.” 

�at was good enough to get the attention of the Hall of Fame, and after the 
selection board reviewed Jacobs’s community contributions, it was like, “What took 
us so long?”

For reasons of space his vast resume is paired down to the following highlights:

     •  Co-founder of Ellettsville Little League in 1950s.
     •  First President of the Edgewood High School Building Corporation.
     •  First president of Richland-Bean Blossom School Corporation.
     •  Director of Monroe County United Fund.
     •  50-year member of Masonic Lodge, achieving its highest level, 33rd degree.
     •  President of the Scottish Rite.
     •  Director of Monroe County United Fund.
     •  President of Richland-Bean Blossom Family Stores.
     •  Director of Peoples State Bank/Nipper’s Federal Credit Union.
     •  Recipient of two states’ highest award, Sagamore of the Wabash and
        Kentucky Colonel.

And this is the slimmed down resume. And all this on top of his day job as an 
employee for RCA for 35 years -- with all that officiating on the side. It’s
exhausting just to write about it.

He was such an esteemed official that he worked three consecutive Final Fours 
from 1962-64, including the ‘63 and ’64 championship games. He also worked 
two football state finals, including a 3A final in 1984, the first year the event was 
held in the RCA Dome.

�ere are stories. John M. Holmes, a longtime coach, athletic director and a 2015 
hall of fame inductee, recalled a Bloomfield basketball game Jacobs was officiating. 
�e Cardinals were coached by the legendary Guy Glover.

As Holmes recalls, “Old Guy Glover was giving Dick a hard time when Dick 
came over and said, ‘You can go into that corner over there and watch the rest of 
this game, or you can go into the lockerroom now.’ Guy thought about it for a 
second and said, ‘I think I’d like to watch the rest of this game, so I guess I’ll go 
over there and sit.’ Dick and Danny were two of the best officials I ever had. �ey 
were always on top of their game.”

Bill Atkinson was a young assistant football coach under Ron Beatty at Edgewood 
in the 1980s when he dared to question the eyesight of Jacobs’s crew. “I called 
them three blind bats and quickly got a 15-yard penalty,” Atkinson says. “�en I 
found out he was on the school board and had to apologize.”

Atkinson went on to coach the Edgewood girls’ program and grew to appreciate 
the Jacobs brothers.

“I was amazed as how they could run up and down the field with the kids,” he 
says. “�ey really enjoyed what they were doing.”

Jacobs still made time for his wife of 56 years, Anna Louise, and their three 
children, Linda Medford, Lana Bodine and Lhea Hesler. �ose children gave 
them seven grandchildren, who in turn gave them 15 great grandchildren.

Jacobs’s son-in-law, Ike Medford, spoke about the personal side of Dick Jacobs. 
““He was like a second father to me. He was a great mentor as far as giving you 
advice. I never met an individual with more integrity than him. He was a
perfectionist in everything in life. You wonder how he did it. He was go, go, go.”

Jacobs remained a familiar face around athletic events until he passed in 2016 at 
the age of 91, leaving Monroe County a much better place.
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BLOOMINGTON ROOTS PAVED
SALTZMAN’S PATH TO THE HALL

ANDY SALTZMAN

Andy Saltzman’s launch into competitive swimming was given a boost the day he 
beat his four-year-older brother Rob in a race, he says.

“I mentioned that to Rob recently, and he said, ‘Yeah, and that’s the day I quit.’”

Actually, Andy received an even earlier incentive – at age 4 -- when he won a 
trophy and was hailed in a Herald-Telephone write-up for being the youngest 
swimmer to win a 30-meter competition. 

“My dad (an IU professor for 40 years) kept that trophy and the clipping on a shelf 
for years,” he says.

�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame may never get a more appreciative 
hometown inductee than Andy, who soaked up every element of Bloomington’s rich 
and diverse sports atmosphere from, as that earliest trophy shows, childhood 
through every stage afterward.

For quite a while now, he has been Dr. Andrew Saltzman, practicing in orthopaedic 
surgery in Evansville where he has enjoyed serving in a sideline role as team doctor 
for several University of Evansville male and female programs – and many high 
school and age-group sports programs as well. �e Indiana State Medical
Association gave him its Team Physician of the Year award. �e community of 
Evansville has recognized him for starting medical programs that benefit local 
athletes, notably as founder of a local Sports Concussion Alliance.

He played everything growing up, bicycling from swimming workouts in the 
summer to youth baseball games, with a little tennis and other sports thrown in.

“When I was 12 (riding his bike one-handed with a tennis racket in the other) I 
wrecked my Stingray by apparently sticking the racket handle in the front wheel 
spokes, flipping off and landing on my head. To this day I don’t remember any of 
what happened, but I’m told I was driven home by a 16-year-old named Jack 
Swarbrick, now the athletic director at Notre Dame.”

Growing up in Bloomington put him around lots of major sports names.

“Doc and Marge Counsilman lived down the street – we bought our eggs from 
them,” Saltzman recalls. “When I was at Binford Junior High, I interviewed Doc 
for a paper – just called up the NCAA-champion and Olympic swimming coach 
and talked to him on the phone for a half-hour while he answered my naïve 
questions.

“Every Christmas Eve my family would visit the Pizzo family because our parents 
were friends, and so were all the kids.”

One of those Pizzo kids, Angelo, is now in this Hall of Fame with him, as the 
author of two of sports’ most recognized movies, Hoosiers and Rudy.

“His brother, Dr. Chris Pizzo, was the 10th American in history to summit 
Mount Everest,” Saltzman points out. “He threw a Frisbee from the peak.”

Meanwhile, Saltzman was living a young swimmer’s dream. Olympians and 
national stars in the sport were all around him.

“I remember one summer being on the blocks for a race with Jim Montgomery  
(owner of three gold medals at the 1976 Montreal Olympics).”
 
�at first trophy at age 4 came in the annual Aquacade at Bryan Park, where Doc 
Counsilman was the starter. He swam in high school meets at Royer Pool, when 
that was home base for a sizable percentage of the world’s best.

�e summers found Saltzman coached by “world-class IU swimmers, including 
Dave Perkowski and Steve Borowski.” During the high school season at South, it 
was the coaching of Ed Talley that was “unfailingly positive, always reliable high 
school coach.”

Another H-T clipping he recalls merrily was a Rex Kirts reference to a major 
contribution South got in a meet from “102-pound freshman Andy (Monster) 
Saltzman.”

Growth and major improvement came in college at Princeton – “a perfect fit for 
me,” Saltzman says.

 Under coach Bill Farley, Andy and his team won several Eastern championships. 
In each of his college years (1977 through 1980) he qualified for and swam in the 
NCAA championship meet.

After graduation, he entered medical school at Duke. �ere, though not a 
member of the team, the coach allowed him to train with the Blue Devils when 
he could work in pool time around his first-year medical school schedule. �at 
had an unforgettable payoff for a Bloomington-raised kid. He broke a Mark Spitz 
record.

�at came in the 1981 Maccabiah Games, the “Jewish Olympics,” held
quadrennially in Tel Aviv, Israel, the year after the Olympics. In 1965, that had 
been 15-year-old Spitz’s introduction to international swimming, and he was 
spectacular – named Athlete of the Meet for winning four gold medals. One was 
in the 100-meter freestyle, and that stood until Saltzman broke it in 1981.

“For Mark, it wasn’t a great time,” Saltzman says, “but just to be mentioned in a 
sentence with Mark Spitz was a thrill.”

Saltzman is grateful for how the Bloomington community provided for him in so 
many ways, including meeting the ideal person to share his life experiences with.

“I met my wife, the former Mary Stoll, at Bloomington South,” he says. “During 
my last year of medical school at Duke in 1984, I came home to watch the 
basketball Olympic Trials. Mary was living in Louisville at the time, and she 
came home to join me. We sat in Assembly Hall for about eight hours a day for 
two consecutive days watching Michael Jordan and Charles Barkley and others.  
She enjoyed it as much as I did.  At that point I realized it would be a good idea 
to try to convince her to marry me some day.  It goes without saying – but I will 
say it anyway – I had no shot at being here or succeeding in anything I have done 
in my career and life without her.”
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By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

BLOOMINGTON ROOTS PAVED
SALTZMAN’S PATH TO THE HALL

ANDY SALTZMAN

Andy Saltzman’s launch into competitive swimming was given a boost the day he 
beat his four-year-older brother Rob in a race, he says.

“I mentioned that to Rob recently, and he said, ‘Yeah, and that’s the day I quit.’”

Actually, Andy received an even earlier incentive – at age 4 -- when he won a 
trophy and was hailed in a Herald-Telephone write-up for being the youngest 
swimmer to win a 30-meter competition. 

“My dad (an IU professor for 40 years) kept that trophy and the clipping on a shelf 
for years,” he says.

�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame may never get a more appreciative 
hometown inductee than Andy, who soaked up every element of Bloomington’s rich 
and diverse sports atmosphere from, as that earliest trophy shows, childhood 
through every stage afterward.

For quite a while now, he has been Dr. Andrew Saltzman, practicing in orthopaedic 
surgery in Evansville where he has enjoyed serving in a sideline role as team doctor 
for several University of Evansville male and female programs – and many high 
school and age-group sports programs as well. �e Indiana State Medical
Association gave him its Team Physician of the Year award. �e community of 
Evansville has recognized him for starting medical programs that benefit local 
athletes, notably as founder of a local Sports Concussion Alliance.

He played everything growing up, bicycling from swimming workouts in the 
summer to youth baseball games, with a little tennis and other sports thrown in.

“When I was 12 (riding his bike one-handed with a tennis racket in the other) I 
wrecked my Stingray by apparently sticking the racket handle in the front wheel 
spokes, flipping off and landing on my head. To this day I don’t remember any of 
what happened, but I’m told I was driven home by a 16-year-old named Jack 
Swarbrick, now the athletic director at Notre Dame.”

Growing up in Bloomington put him around lots of major sports names.

“Doc and Marge Counsilman lived down the street – we bought our eggs from 
them,” Saltzman recalls. “When I was at Binford Junior High, I interviewed Doc 
for a paper – just called up the NCAA-champion and Olympic swimming coach 
and talked to him on the phone for a half-hour while he answered my naïve 
questions.

“Every Christmas Eve my family would visit the Pizzo family because our parents 
were friends, and so were all the kids.”

One of those Pizzo kids, Angelo, is now in this Hall of Fame with him, as the 
author of two of sports’ most recognized movies, Hoosiers and Rudy.

“His brother, Dr. Chris Pizzo, was the 10th American in history to summit 
Mount Everest,” Saltzman points out. “He threw a Frisbee from the peak.”

Meanwhile, Saltzman was living a young swimmer’s dream. Olympians and 
national stars in the sport were all around him.

“I remember one summer being on the blocks for a race with Jim Montgomery  
(owner of three gold medals at the 1976 Montreal Olympics).”
 
�at first trophy at age 4 came in the annual Aquacade at Bryan Park, where Doc 
Counsilman was the starter. He swam in high school meets at Royer Pool, when 
that was home base for a sizable percentage of the world’s best.

�e summers found Saltzman coached by “world-class IU swimmers, including 
Dave Perkowski and Steve Borowski.” During the high school season at South, it 
was the coaching of Ed Talley that was “unfailingly positive, always reliable high 
school coach.”

Another H-T clipping he recalls merrily was a Rex Kirts reference to a major 
contribution South got in a meet from “102-pound freshman Andy (Monster) 
Saltzman.”

Growth and major improvement came in college at Princeton – “a perfect fit for 
me,” Saltzman says.

 Under coach Bill Farley, Andy and his team won several Eastern championships. 
In each of his college years (1977 through 1980) he qualified for and swam in the 
NCAA championship meet.

After graduation, he entered medical school at Duke. �ere, though not a 
member of the team, the coach allowed him to train with the Blue Devils when 
he could work in pool time around his first-year medical school schedule. �at 
had an unforgettable payoff for a Bloomington-raised kid. He broke a Mark Spitz 
record.

�at came in the 1981 Maccabiah Games, the “Jewish Olympics,” held
quadrennially in Tel Aviv, Israel, the year after the Olympics. In 1965, that had 
been 15-year-old Spitz’s introduction to international swimming, and he was 
spectacular – named Athlete of the Meet for winning four gold medals. One was 
in the 100-meter freestyle, and that stood until Saltzman broke it in 1981.

“For Mark, it wasn’t a great time,” Saltzman says, “but just to be mentioned in a 
sentence with Mark Spitz was a thrill.”

Saltzman is grateful for how the Bloomington community provided for him in so 
many ways, including meeting the ideal person to share his life experiences with.

“I met my wife, the former Mary Stoll, at Bloomington South,” he says. “During 
my last year of medical school at Duke in 1984, I came home to watch the 
basketball Olympic Trials. Mary was living in Louisville at the time, and she 
came home to join me. We sat in Assembly Hall for about eight hours a day for 
two consecutive days watching Michael Jordan and Charles Barkley and others.  
She enjoyed it as much as I did.  At that point I realized it would be a good idea 
to try to convince her to marry me some day.  It goes without saying – but I will 
say it anyway – I had no shot at being here or succeeding in anything I have done 
in my career and life without her.”
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THE LATE GREAT RUSS MINETT

RUSS MINETT

It is so sad that Russ Minett died this past February, five months before his 
induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

We sure would have liked to have heard what it was like to wrestle for two hall of 
famers, Harold Mumby and Clifford “Two-Bit” Myers.

We would have liked to have heard how he wrestled his way to two state champi-
onships and was a part of four state championship teams at Bloomington High 
School.

We would have liked to have heard his war stories from Korea, where he and his 
fellow Marines endured the epic battles of the Punch Bowl and Heartbreak Ridge.

We would have liked to have heard how he met the love of his life, Barbara, and 
how they shared a wonderful “love story” for 64 years.

We would have liked to have heard more about the man the grandchildren and 
great grandchildren called “Papaw.”
 
We would have liked to have heard the souls he touched in his 47 years as a 
minister.

Although that untimely death has deprived us of that first-hand knowledge, some 
of his loved ones have filled in the blanks.

He was a “wild” young man, according to his daughter, Cathy Murphy, who adds, 
“During his sophomore year he decided to just smoke cigarettes and chase girls.”

�at was after a spectacular freshman season, a year Minett in which he went 
undefeated all the way to the 103-pound state final. He wound up tying that 
match with a senior he had defeated convincingly in the regular season. At that 
time wrestling was not an IHSAA sanctioned sport, and the referee had the final 
say in stalemates. To Minett’s bitter disappointment, the official awarded the 
decision to the senior.

By his own admission, Minett went into his sophomore year with a “bad attitude” 
but still managed to make it to state and settled for fourth in the 120-pound class. 
�at didn’t sit well with Minett either, so he entered his junior year with a greater 
sense of purpose. He once again advanced to state, this time at 127 pounds, and 
captured his first title in magnificent fashion, winning all five matches by falls.

Minett was a marked man his entire senior year but still went undefeated and 
captured the 133-pound state championship. He also co-captained the Panther 
squad that won the team title, making Minett a member of an exclusive club, a 
wrestler for four consecutive state champions. He would later say that team he 
wrestled on his junior year was by far the best, boasting seven individual
champions. 

Minett’s first attempt at wrestling wasn’t a good one. He went out for wrestling in 
junior high and lasted only two days after having to go up against the coach, 
Mumby himself. Mumby worked him so hard that Minett later said, “If I had to 

wrestle him every day, I would quit.” And quit he did, until Myers welcomed him 
his freshman year at Bloomington High. Myers recognized that Minett had a 
natural ability that didn’t require a lot of coaching. Minett often wondered why 
Myers didn’t push him as hard as some of his teammates, but Myers told him, “I 
don’t have to. You know what to do.”

Myers went on to wrestle one year at Indiana University before enlisting in the 
Marines. In his freshman year he routinely bested Jim Ellis in practice, a 
noteworthy achievement since Ellis went on to win a Big Ten title and a 
third-place finish in the 1952 Olympic Trials.

And then he was off to Korea. Minett ended up in an artillery unit fighting the 
bloody battles of the Punch Bowl and Heartbreak Ridge. He lost many of his 
friends in those engagements and once had to save his own life in desperate 
hand-to-hand combat. His wrestling training allowed him to win that fierce 
one-on-one duel. To his very last days he could still see his adversary’s face.

“I saw the look in the look in his eyes, and he was just as scared as I was. I was 
just quicker,” Minett recalled. It was a painful memory, something Minett wished 
he could have avoided and something that helped steer him down the path of 
ministry.

“He had his nightmares,” Cathy says. “�is was before they talked about PTSD 
(Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.) As he got close to the end, he needed to talk 
about it.”

Minett was a self-taught minister and preached the Good Word for 47 years at 
Bridge Church of Christ. At the same time he was working at Bert’s Produce, 
one of the early fresh markets in Bloomington. All the while he shared a wonder-
ful life with his dream girl, Barbara. �ey met in their teens, married young and 
stayed married for 64 years until Barbara passed last July.

“He was so heartbroken,” Cathy says. “�e last thing he said to me was, ‘I miss 
your mother so much.’ It was a beautiful love story.”

Russ enjoyed attending all the athletic events of his three children, 11 grandchil-
dren and 11 great grandchildren, who gave him the name “Papaw.” His roots 
were deeply embedded in Monroe County. His third great grandfather, John 
Samuel Hardesty, was one of the first settlers in the county. Before his passing 
Russ was able to learn of his induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of 
Fame via the annual announcement show, broadcast on radio.

“He was so proud and humbled,” Cathy says. With his health failing and know-
ing he might not make it to the July ceremonies, he instructed Cathy on what he 
wanted to say. “He told me to thank those who voted for him and to give credit 
those boys who came to practice every day and never got to a match, because they 
were the ones who made us so good. �ey were the unsung champions.”

Speaking of champions, we now know why Russ Minett was a champion in all 
phases to his life – as an athlete, a soldier, a family man, a minister and a lifelong 
Monroe County leader.
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THE LATE GREAT RUSS MINETT

RUSS MINETT

It is so sad that Russ Minett died this past February, five months before his 
induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

We sure would have liked to have heard what it was like to wrestle for two hall of 
famers, Harold Mumby and Clifford “Two-Bit” Myers.

We would have liked to have heard how he wrestled his way to two state champi-
onships and was a part of four state championship teams at Bloomington High 
School.

We would have liked to have heard his war stories from Korea, where he and his 
fellow Marines endured the epic battles of the Punch Bowl and Heartbreak Ridge.

We would have liked to have heard how he met the love of his life, Barbara, and 
how they shared a wonderful “love story” for 64 years.

We would have liked to have heard more about the man the grandchildren and 
great grandchildren called “Papaw.”
 
We would have liked to have heard the souls he touched in his 47 years as a 
minister.

Although that untimely death has deprived us of that first-hand knowledge, some 
of his loved ones have filled in the blanks.

He was a “wild” young man, according to his daughter, Cathy Murphy, who adds, 
“During his sophomore year he decided to just smoke cigarettes and chase girls.”

�at was after a spectacular freshman season, a year Minett in which he went 
undefeated all the way to the 103-pound state final. He wound up tying that 
match with a senior he had defeated convincingly in the regular season. At that 
time wrestling was not an IHSAA sanctioned sport, and the referee had the final 
say in stalemates. To Minett’s bitter disappointment, the official awarded the 
decision to the senior.

By his own admission, Minett went into his sophomore year with a “bad attitude” 
but still managed to make it to state and settled for fourth in the 120-pound class. 
�at didn’t sit well with Minett either, so he entered his junior year with a greater 
sense of purpose. He once again advanced to state, this time at 127 pounds, and 
captured his first title in magnificent fashion, winning all five matches by falls.

Minett was a marked man his entire senior year but still went undefeated and 
captured the 133-pound state championship. He also co-captained the Panther 
squad that won the team title, making Minett a member of an exclusive club, a 
wrestler for four consecutive state champions. He would later say that team he 
wrestled on his junior year was by far the best, boasting seven individual
champions. 

Minett’s first attempt at wrestling wasn’t a good one. He went out for wrestling in 
junior high and lasted only two days after having to go up against the coach, 
Mumby himself. Mumby worked him so hard that Minett later said, “If I had to 

wrestle him every day, I would quit.” And quit he did, until Myers welcomed him 
his freshman year at Bloomington High. Myers recognized that Minett had a 
natural ability that didn’t require a lot of coaching. Minett often wondered why 
Myers didn’t push him as hard as some of his teammates, but Myers told him, “I 
don’t have to. You know what to do.”

Myers went on to wrestle one year at Indiana University before enlisting in the 
Marines. In his freshman year he routinely bested Jim Ellis in practice, a 
noteworthy achievement since Ellis went on to win a Big Ten title and a 
third-place finish in the 1952 Olympic Trials.

And then he was off to Korea. Minett ended up in an artillery unit fighting the 
bloody battles of the Punch Bowl and Heartbreak Ridge. He lost many of his 
friends in those engagements and once had to save his own life in desperate 
hand-to-hand combat. His wrestling training allowed him to win that fierce 
one-on-one duel. To his very last days he could still see his adversary’s face.

“I saw the look in the look in his eyes, and he was just as scared as I was. I was 
just quicker,” Minett recalled. It was a painful memory, something Minett wished 
he could have avoided and something that helped steer him down the path of 
ministry.

“He had his nightmares,” Cathy says. “�is was before they talked about PTSD 
(Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.) As he got close to the end, he needed to talk 
about it.”

Minett was a self-taught minister and preached the Good Word for 47 years at 
Bridge Church of Christ. At the same time he was working at Bert’s Produce, 
one of the early fresh markets in Bloomington. All the while he shared a wonder-
ful life with his dream girl, Barbara. �ey met in their teens, married young and 
stayed married for 64 years until Barbara passed last July.

“He was so heartbroken,” Cathy says. “�e last thing he said to me was, ‘I miss 
your mother so much.’ It was a beautiful love story.”

Russ enjoyed attending all the athletic events of his three children, 11 grandchil-
dren and 11 great grandchildren, who gave him the name “Papaw.” His roots 
were deeply embedded in Monroe County. His third great grandfather, John 
Samuel Hardesty, was one of the first settlers in the county. Before his passing 
Russ was able to learn of his induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of 
Fame via the annual announcement show, broadcast on radio.

“He was so proud and humbled,” Cathy says. With his health failing and know-
ing he might not make it to the July ceremonies, he instructed Cathy on what he 
wanted to say. “He told me to thank those who voted for him and to give credit 
those boys who came to practice every day and never got to a match, because they 
were the ones who made us so good. �ey were the unsung champions.”

Speaking of champions, we now know why Russ Minett was a champion in all 
phases to his life – as an athlete, a soldier, a family man, a minister and a lifelong 
Monroe County leader.
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JARRETT A COUGAR, A CARDINAL, A COP, A HALL OF FAMER

KILEY JARRETT

Kiley Jarrett is a Bloomington police officer now. Loves the job.

“Each day is different,” she says. “It’s a challenge to me. I never know what’s 
coming next.”

Bloom Magazine recently ran a feature on the Bloomington Police Department’s 
Citizen Police Academy, and writer Nick Bauer opened with an anecdote about 
encountering Kiley when she was wearing an ugly black eye. A drunk she was 
arresting “punched me harder than I have ever been hit before,” Kiley was quoted. 
�e drunk lost. Every day is different.

Kiley isn’t going into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame for her fighting, 
or even her policing, admirable as her eight-year career already has been. Before 
all that, she was a basketball player who has a permanent spot in NCAA women’s 
sports history.

Kiley wasn’t thinking NCAA or policing when she got started in basketball as a 
10-year-old in a summer program at Smithville. She was good and she wasn’t 
alone. Whitney �omas (already in the Monroe County Hall for her own 
outstanding basketball and volleyball career) was a 10-year-old player then, too. 
So was Lori Whitaker. �ey became part of an AAU team that a few summers 
later was playing around the state, and outside it.

“We went to Florida, to Utah,” she recalls.

�en she, Whitney and Lori became teammates at North High under Steve 
Goddard. All played as freshmen, and by their junior year they were all starting 
and winning a lot – two straight sectionals, consistent mastery of city rival South. 

“�at was always a battle,” Kiley says.

Memories … �ere was the first time she was on a sectional championship team, 
and she made that trip up a ladder to help cut down a net.

“�at still gives me chills,” she says. “Climbing up there and looking out at your 
family and friends cheering …”

And then there came a regional championship, and a trip to the semistate at 
Southport, one step away from a state-championship game.

“Just walking into Southport that day was something I’ll never forget,” she says.
Whitney went on to IU and became just the Hoosier program’s second woman to 
top 1,000 in both points and rebounds. Kiley could have gone there, too, as an 
invited walk-on. Instead, she took a scholarship to Ball State, where she and 
history met.

A criminal justice major, she lettered as a back-up her freshman and sophomore 
years and says she “learned a lot” – started on an improving Cardinals team as a 
junior. And then came her senior season.

�e Cardinals went 26-9 and, for the first time, won the Mid-American 
Conference tournament championship and the school’s first trip to the NCAA 
tournament. She remembers sitting with her teammates when the tournament 
field and the pairings were announced. 

“We knew we were in, as the conference tournament champion,” she says.

But the names kept being announced; the bracket began to fill. And when “Ball 
State” popped on the screen, it was as cannon fodder for the rest of the nation. 
�e 12th-seeded Cardinals were paired with defending national champion and 
perennial power Tennessee, on a Sunday night in Ed Diddle Arena at Bowling 
Green, Ky. �at meant facing Coach Pat Summitt: women’s college basketball’s 
crème de la crème for its first two post-Title IX decades. �is was the year she 
had been college basketball’s first coach – men’s or women’s – to win her 
1,000th game. 

“Éven people who know nothing about women’s basketball – not one other 
thing – know about Tennessee,” Mechelle Voepel wrote in covering the game 
for ESPN. �at, she contended, is what made Ball State’s 71-55 ouster of the 
Vols the “most historic upset in the women’s NCAA tournament … Tennessee 
losing in the first round to David Letterman’s school.”

A never-fading lifetime highlight, yes, Kiley Jarrett agrees. But, within the 
team, starting with the moment the pairing was announced and carrying 
through practices all week leading up to the game, “�ere wasn’t a single doubt 
in anyone’s mind we could beat them,” she says. “Now, 71-55…that’s different.”

�e Associated Press photo from the game that ran in newspapers nationally 
was Kiley with her head back in mouth-wide-open scream while she embraced 
fellow guard Porchia Green at mid-court as the buzzer sounded. It was a 
perfect pair. 

“Green and Jarrett did whatever they wanted against the bigger but decidedly 
slower Lady Vols,” Will Graves wrote for AP. “Using their speed to blow by 
defenders, Green and Jarrett were able to get into the lane or find open 
teammates.”

"�eir guards did an awesome job," Tennessee’s Angie Bjorklund said.

“You have to give credit where credit is due,” Summitt said. “�ey had a lot 
more toughness. �ey beat us to loose balls. �ey made shots.”

And to Kiley Jarrett? �at game was “everything I ever worked for … more 
than I could have asked for.”

Hall of Fame stuff.
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By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

JARRETT A COUGAR, A CARDINAL, A COP, A HALL OF FAMER

KILEY JARRETT

Kiley Jarrett is a Bloomington police officer now. Loves the job.

“Each day is different,” she says. “It’s a challenge to me. I never know what’s 
coming next.”

Bloom Magazine recently ran a feature on the Bloomington Police Department’s 
Citizen Police Academy, and writer Nick Bauer opened with an anecdote about 
encountering Kiley when she was wearing an ugly black eye. A drunk she was 
arresting “punched me harder than I have ever been hit before,” Kiley was quoted. 
�e drunk lost. Every day is different.

Kiley isn’t going into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame for her fighting, 
or even her policing, admirable as her eight-year career already has been. Before 
all that, she was a basketball player who has a permanent spot in NCAA women’s 
sports history.

Kiley wasn’t thinking NCAA or policing when she got started in basketball as a 
10-year-old in a summer program at Smithville. She was good and she wasn’t 
alone. Whitney �omas (already in the Monroe County Hall for her own 
outstanding basketball and volleyball career) was a 10-year-old player then, too. 
So was Lori Whitaker. �ey became part of an AAU team that a few summers 
later was playing around the state, and outside it.

“We went to Florida, to Utah,” she recalls.

�en she, Whitney and Lori became teammates at North High under Steve 
Goddard. All played as freshmen, and by their junior year they were all starting 
and winning a lot – two straight sectionals, consistent mastery of city rival South. 

“�at was always a battle,” Kiley says.

Memories … �ere was the first time she was on a sectional championship team, 
and she made that trip up a ladder to help cut down a net.

“�at still gives me chills,” she says. “Climbing up there and looking out at your 
family and friends cheering …”

And then there came a regional championship, and a trip to the semistate at 
Southport, one step away from a state-championship game.

“Just walking into Southport that day was something I’ll never forget,” she says.
Whitney went on to IU and became just the Hoosier program’s second woman to 
top 1,000 in both points and rebounds. Kiley could have gone there, too, as an 
invited walk-on. Instead, she took a scholarship to Ball State, where she and 
history met.

A criminal justice major, she lettered as a back-up her freshman and sophomore 
years and says she “learned a lot” – started on an improving Cardinals team as a 
junior. And then came her senior season.

�e Cardinals went 26-9 and, for the first time, won the Mid-American 
Conference tournament championship and the school’s first trip to the NCAA 
tournament. She remembers sitting with her teammates when the tournament 
field and the pairings were announced. 

“We knew we were in, as the conference tournament champion,” she says.

But the names kept being announced; the bracket began to fill. And when “Ball 
State” popped on the screen, it was as cannon fodder for the rest of the nation. 
�e 12th-seeded Cardinals were paired with defending national champion and 
perennial power Tennessee, on a Sunday night in Ed Diddle Arena at Bowling 
Green, Ky. �at meant facing Coach Pat Summitt: women’s college basketball’s 
crème de la crème for its first two post-Title IX decades. �is was the year she 
had been college basketball’s first coach – men’s or women’s – to win her 
1,000th game. 

“Éven people who know nothing about women’s basketball – not one other 
thing – know about Tennessee,” Mechelle Voepel wrote in covering the game 
for ESPN. �at, she contended, is what made Ball State’s 71-55 ouster of the 
Vols the “most historic upset in the women’s NCAA tournament … Tennessee 
losing in the first round to David Letterman’s school.”

A never-fading lifetime highlight, yes, Kiley Jarrett agrees. But, within the 
team, starting with the moment the pairing was announced and carrying 
through practices all week leading up to the game, “�ere wasn’t a single doubt 
in anyone’s mind we could beat them,” she says. “Now, 71-55…that’s different.”

�e Associated Press photo from the game that ran in newspapers nationally 
was Kiley with her head back in mouth-wide-open scream while she embraced 
fellow guard Porchia Green at mid-court as the buzzer sounded. It was a 
perfect pair. 

“Green and Jarrett did whatever they wanted against the bigger but decidedly 
slower Lady Vols,” Will Graves wrote for AP. “Using their speed to blow by 
defenders, Green and Jarrett were able to get into the lane or find open 
teammates.”

"�eir guards did an awesome job," Tennessee’s Angie Bjorklund said.

“You have to give credit where credit is due,” Summitt said. “�ey had a lot 
more toughness. �ey beat us to loose balls. �ey made shots.”

And to Kiley Jarrett? �at game was “everything I ever worked for … more 
than I could have asked for.”

Hall of Fame stuff.
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GOBERT A STAR DURING BLOOMINGTON’S HEY  DAY

STEVE GOBERT

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

Like a lot of athletes in his generation, Steve Gobert was a three-sport performer 
at Bloomington High, but his skill level was anything but common. He was a 
true star in football, wrestling and baseball.

Gobert was among those who excelled in the golden era of athletics at
Bloomington High – teams that had outstanding athletes and legendary coaches 
such as Fred Huff, Marvin Groh and Kay Hutsell. Tonight, Gobert joins those 
luminaries in the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“It’s an honor I appreciate,” he says. “Growing up in Bloomington, the history 
here, the players I played with, the coaches, it was a special time.  I played on 
teams that made the state finals.  We always had a lot of competition among 
ourselves and that made all of us better.”

Gobert was all-state in football as a two-way tackle under Huff, playing in the 
early stages of Bloomington’s 60-game winning streak from 1968-73.  He played 
in the Indiana North-South All-Star game and was recruited by John Pont to 
play football for Indiana University.

In wrestling he was a two-time conference champion for state championship 
teams under Hutsell. In baseball was the catcher on the 1969 runner-up state 
champion team coached by Groh. He went on to play a year at IU before 
becoming the JV coach as a senior.

Gobert was a self-described “gym rat” who started going to the IU HPER 
building as a youngster.  He credits baseball – and being around great coaches and 
former athletes who were at IU – for changing his life.

“I grew up on Second Street, and there was a grocery store there, Ault’s,” he 
recalls.  “We played in their parking lot all the time.  Sometimes we had organized 
games against other neighborhoods.  �ey (the owners) were very patient people 
with us and wonderful for letting us play there.”

�ose early days of fun and competition led to tightly bonded,
championship-caliber teams at Bloomington High.   

“In football we really didn’t have a close game when I was a senior,” Gobert says.  
“I remember in the Jeffersonville game we gave up a touchdown and were upset 
because we gave up a score.  We had only two touchdowns scored against us, and 
we wanted a shutout.”

A bitter-sweet memory is the baseball team advancing all the way to the state 
championship game before falling to Lafayette Jeff.

“We didn’t have our best game, and that was disappointing,” he says.  Coach 
Groh (MCSHOF 2016 inductee) of course was a legend.  He was very 
demanding. I can remember him pitching batting practice, and if you didn’t 
swing at a pitch that he thought you should have swung at, he might throw the 
next one at you.

“I later coached a freshman team at Columbus.  I had several players tell me I 
did some things in practice that they had never done before. �at all came 
from Marvin, the mechanics of pitching, and some other methods.”

“Coach Huff (MCSHOF 2014 inductee) was a great organizer.  He really 
believed in character and having character kids.  Coach Hutsell was known as a 
legend in wrestling.  He had you so prepared for the mat.  He was better than 
anyone at that.  Phil Smock, my junior high wrestling coach, was excellent. 
And Grier Werner (who followed Groh as long-time baseball coach) was one 
of the first to introduce me to weights.  We were just all fortunate to have such 
great coaches.”

Gobert’s post-college career included a stint as assistant football and wrestling 
coach at Edgewood, followed by a 27-year run at Columbus North, where he 
was first the wrestling coach and then the head football coach.

Going on almost nine years in retirement he jokes that “I can’t tell you what I 
did today or yesterday, but every day is full.”

Even though he still resides in Columbus, he’s most fond of his Bloomington 
roots.

“My parents (Anna and Wayne) gave me the opportunity in sports,” Gobert 
says.  “�ey made every sacrifice for me. I just loved growing up in
Bloomington -- all the great experiences, the great people.”

And now Steve Gobert will take his place among those special people of 
Monroe County.
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GOBERT A STAR DURING BLOOMINGTON’S HEY  DAY

STEVE GOBERT

Like a lot of athletes in his generation, Steve Gobert was a three-sport performer 
at Bloomington High, but his skill level was anything but common. He was a 
true star in football, wrestling and baseball.

Gobert was among those who excelled in the golden era of athletics at
Bloomington High – teams that had outstanding athletes and legendary coaches 
such as Fred Huff, Marvin Groh and Kay Hutsell. Tonight, Gobert joins those 
luminaries in the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“It’s an honor I appreciate,” he says. “Growing up in Bloomington, the history 
here, the players I played with, the coaches, it was a special time.  I played on 
teams that made the state finals.  We always had a lot of competition among 
ourselves and that made all of us better.”

Gobert was all-state in football as a two-way tackle under Huff, playing in the 
early stages of Bloomington’s 60-game winning streak from 1968-73.  He played 
in the Indiana North-South All-Star game and was recruited by John Pont to 
play football for Indiana University.

In wrestling he was a two-time conference champion for state championship 
teams under Hutsell. In baseball was the catcher on the 1969 runner-up state 
champion team coached by Groh. He went on to play a year at IU before 
becoming the JV coach as a senior.

Gobert was a self-described “gym rat” who started going to the IU HPER 
building as a youngster.  He credits baseball – and being around great coaches and 
former athletes who were at IU – for changing his life.

“I grew up on Second Street, and there was a grocery store there, Ault’s,” he 
recalls.  “We played in their parking lot all the time.  Sometimes we had organized 
games against other neighborhoods.  �ey (the owners) were very patient people 
with us and wonderful for letting us play there.”

�ose early days of fun and competition led to tightly bonded,
championship-caliber teams at Bloomington High.   

“In football we really didn’t have a close game when I was a senior,” Gobert says.  
“I remember in the Jeffersonville game we gave up a touchdown and were upset 
because we gave up a score.  We had only two touchdowns scored against us, and 
we wanted a shutout.”

A bitter-sweet memory is the baseball team advancing all the way to the state 
championship game before falling to Lafayette Jeff.

“We didn’t have our best game, and that was disappointing,” he says.  Coach 
Groh (MCSHOF 2016 inductee) of course was a legend.  He was very 
demanding. I can remember him pitching batting practice, and if you didn’t 
swing at a pitch that he thought you should have swung at, he might throw the 
next one at you.

“I later coached a freshman team at Columbus.  I had several players tell me I 
did some things in practice that they had never done before. �at all came 
from Marvin, the mechanics of pitching, and some other methods.”

“Coach Huff (MCSHOF 2014 inductee) was a great organizer.  He really 
believed in character and having character kids.  Coach Hutsell was known as a 
legend in wrestling.  He had you so prepared for the mat.  He was better than 
anyone at that.  Phil Smock, my junior high wrestling coach, was excellent. 
And Grier Werner (who followed Groh as long-time baseball coach) was one 
of the first to introduce me to weights.  We were just all fortunate to have such 
great coaches.”

Gobert’s post-college career included a stint as assistant football and wrestling 
coach at Edgewood, followed by a 27-year run at Columbus North, where he 
was first the wrestling coach and then the head football coach.

Going on almost nine years in retirement he jokes that “I can’t tell you what I 
did today or yesterday, but every day is full.”

Even though he still resides in Columbus, he’s most fond of his Bloomington 
roots.

“My parents (Anna and Wayne) gave me the opportunity in sports,” Gobert 
says.  “�ey made every sacrifice for me. I just loved growing up in
Bloomington -- all the great experiences, the great people.”

And now Steve Gobert will take his place among those special people of 
Monroe County.
 

monroe county sports hall of fame  

congratulates 

j.r. holmes 

class of 2012 

winningest coach in indiana 

Photo courtesy of Herald-Times, Inc. 

J.R. Holmes and Jack Butcher--the legend 
he surpassed on February 21, 2019 

25 50



SECOND HALL OF FAME FOR JIMMY COUNSILMAN

JIMMY COUNSILMAN

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

By the time James M. Counsilman entered college, he already was one of the best 
breaststrokers in the swimming world.

Big surprise.

When “Jimmy” came into the world he immediately went under the tutelage of 
the most recognized swimming coach – and, in particular, breaststroke coach – 
ever. Exhibit A for corroborating evidence: when the eight 100-yard breaststroke 
finalists at the 1964 U.S. Olympic trials took their starting positions, seven were 
the coaching products of his dad, swimming legend and Indiana University coach 
James “Doc” Counsilman.

And, Exhibit B: When IU sophomore Jimmy won the 200-yard breaststroke at 
the 1970 Big Ten meet, he completed a unique double. His dad had won that 
same title for Ohio State 24 years before. Jim the Younger had already been in 
Sports Illustrated well before that.

He arrived at IU in fall 1968, coincident with an NCAA rules change that, for 
the first time except for war-caused manpower shortages, major-college freshmen 
were eligible to compete in all men’s sports except football and basketball. By the 
time the field was ready for the 1969 NCAA swimming championship meet at 
IU’s Royer Pool, a little more notice was given to the fact that host, defending 
champion and meet-favorite IU’s five competing freshmen included the 

Californian on his way to winning recognition as the world’s best swimmer in 
1969: Mark Spitz. And Spitz was Spitzian in the three-day meet, which Indiana 
won by a record 121-point margin.

�e one event Spitz wasn’t king of was the breaststroke. Never mind. “Doc” was 
covered there. �e bombshell of the meet’s second night, the night when any 
remaining thought of a possible overthrow of the prepossessing Hoosier jugger-
naut died, the feature event was the 100-yard breaststroke. IU’s 1968 Olympic 
gold medalist Don McKenzie won, just ahead of runner-up teammate Dave 
Perkowski. Billy Reed, covering the meet for Sports Illustrated, wrote: “McKen-
zie’s performance didn’t please (Doc) Counsilman quite as much as that of the 
fourth-place finisher, a big, blond freshman named Jim Counsilman Jr.”

Together, in that one event, the three Hoosiers contributed 40 points to that fat 
winning margin. Jimmy came back to finish third in the 200-yard breaststroke, 
and he was fifth in the 200 breaststroke in helping the 1970 Hoosiers to their 
third of their still-record six straight NCAA championships. �ose NCAA 
finishes gave him a career edge over his Big Ten-champion dad. World War II 
called “Doc” into a highly decorated career as a pilot immediately after his Big Ten 
victory, forestalling any NCAA chance for him as a swimmer.

Competitive swimming began quite early for Jimmy. Greg Dawson, later an 
outstanding journalist and book author, was a peer of young Jim – scholastically, 
not swimmingly. 

“My memories are of early mornings when I stopped at the Counsilman home on Marilyn Drive – even at that hour a scene of 
happy mayhem – to meet up with Jimmy for the walk to Binford Junior High,” Dawson said. “And there were the nights that Jimmy 
Sutton (son of future IU President Joseph Sutton) and I, ferried by one of our parents, stopped at the HPER building to pick up 
Jimmy from swim practice to go to ballroom dancing lessons – Jimmy, hair still wet, face red, racing through the cold to the car …
a gentle soul, shy, enigmatic, self-effacing, razor-sharp mind, precocious athleticism.”

Yes, that’s right, “the HPER building,” which housed Royer Pool, the base of operations for Doc Counsilman’s super-teams. Even 
then, Jimmy was working daily with world-class swimmers. When high school time came, Dawson and young Jim split – Greg to 
Bloomington High, Jimmy to University. Yearbooks testify to Jimmy’s immediate impact at University. Dawson thumbed through 
the 1965 UHS Jordanus, their freshman year. He found Jimmy, “on the page devoted to the swim team. a freshman looking
impossibly young. He’s the only one pictured twice.”

He didn’t win an event at the state meet that year but helped the Univees finish seventh. �at previewed a run of three straight 
100-yard breaststroke championships, the only Monroe County swimmer among the 27 three-in-a-row champions in the 
80-year-old meet’s history. Jimmy also won two titles in the 200-yard individual medley, his five the most state championships by 
any Univee athlete in any sport and second-most by any Monroe County swimmer, behind Bloomington High Hall of Famer Mike 
Kearney’s six.

Dawson’s yearbook scanning included a note that University High School had no pool and practiced at IU. “I think they had an ‘in’ 
there,” intrepid-reporter Dawson speculated. 

Later, Jimmy had his own “in” as a valuable member of college swimming’s greatest team. But things didn’t end grandly; rather, in his 
stunning, untimely death in 1973.
 
“ … a gentle soul, shy, enigmatic, self-effacing, razor-sharp mind, precocious athleticism…”
�ose were the words a boyhood friend and future great writer chose to describe him.
Add to them now: a two-time Hall of Fame swimmer. 
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By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

SECOND HALL OF FAME FOR JIMMY COUNSILMAN

JIMMY COUNSILMAN

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

By the time James M. Counsilman entered college, he already was one of the best 
breaststrokers in the swimming world.

Big surprise.

When “Jimmy” came into the world he immediately went under the tutelage of 
the most recognized swimming coach – and, in particular, breaststroke coach – 
ever. Exhibit A for corroborating evidence: when the eight 100-yard breaststroke 
finalists at the 1964 U.S. Olympic trials took their starting positions, seven were 
the coaching products of his dad, swimming legend and Indiana University coach 
James “Doc” Counsilman.

And, Exhibit B: When IU sophomore Jimmy won the 200-yard breaststroke at 
the 1970 Big Ten meet, he completed a unique double. His dad had won that 
same title for Ohio State 24 years before. Jim the Younger had already been in 
Sports Illustrated well before that.

He arrived at IU in fall 1968, coincident with an NCAA rules change that, for 
the first time except for war-caused manpower shortages, major-college freshmen 
were eligible to compete in all men’s sports except football and basketball. By the 
time the field was ready for the 1969 NCAA swimming championship meet at 
IU’s Royer Pool, a little more notice was given to the fact that host, defending 
champion and meet-favorite IU’s five competing freshmen included the 

Californian on his way to winning recognition as the world’s best swimmer in 
1969: Mark Spitz. And Spitz was Spitzian in the three-day meet, which Indiana 
won by a record 121-point margin.

�e one event Spitz wasn’t king of was the breaststroke. Never mind. “Doc” was 
covered there. �e bombshell of the meet’s second night, the night when any 
remaining thought of a possible overthrow of the prepossessing Hoosier jugger-
naut died, the feature event was the 100-yard breaststroke. IU’s 1968 Olympic 
gold medalist Don McKenzie won, just ahead of runner-up teammate Dave 
Perkowski. Billy Reed, covering the meet for Sports Illustrated, wrote: “McKen-
zie’s performance didn’t please (Doc) Counsilman quite as much as that of the 
fourth-place finisher, a big, blond freshman named Jim Counsilman Jr.”

Together, in that one event, the three Hoosiers contributed 40 points to that fat 
winning margin. Jimmy came back to finish third in the 200-yard breaststroke, 
and he was fifth in the 200 breaststroke in helping the 1970 Hoosiers to their 
third of their still-record six straight NCAA championships. �ose NCAA 
finishes gave him a career edge over his Big Ten-champion dad. World War II 
called “Doc” into a highly decorated career as a pilot immediately after his Big Ten 
victory, forestalling any NCAA chance for him as a swimmer.

Competitive swimming began quite early for Jimmy. Greg Dawson, later an 
outstanding journalist and book author, was a peer of young Jim – scholastically, 
not swimmingly. 

“My memories are of early mornings when I stopped at the Counsilman home on Marilyn Drive – even at that hour a scene of 
happy mayhem – to meet up with Jimmy for the walk to Binford Junior High,” Dawson said. “And there were the nights that Jimmy 
Sutton (son of future IU President Joseph Sutton) and I, ferried by one of our parents, stopped at the HPER building to pick up 
Jimmy from swim practice to go to ballroom dancing lessons – Jimmy, hair still wet, face red, racing through the cold to the car …
a gentle soul, shy, enigmatic, self-effacing, razor-sharp mind, precocious athleticism.”

Yes, that’s right, “the HPER building,” which housed Royer Pool, the base of operations for Doc Counsilman’s super-teams. Even 
then, Jimmy was working daily with world-class swimmers. When high school time came, Dawson and young Jim split – Greg to 
Bloomington High, Jimmy to University. Yearbooks testify to Jimmy’s immediate impact at University. Dawson thumbed through 
the 1965 UHS Jordanus, their freshman year. He found Jimmy, “on the page devoted to the swim team. a freshman looking
impossibly young. He’s the only one pictured twice.”

He didn’t win an event at the state meet that year but helped the Univees finish seventh. �at previewed a run of three straight 
100-yard breaststroke championships, the only Monroe County swimmer among the 27 three-in-a-row champions in the 
80-year-old meet’s history. Jimmy also won two titles in the 200-yard individual medley, his five the most state championships by 
any Univee athlete in any sport and second-most by any Monroe County swimmer, behind Bloomington High Hall of Famer Mike 
Kearney’s six.

Dawson’s yearbook scanning included a note that University High School had no pool and practiced at IU. “I think they had an ‘in’ 
there,” intrepid-reporter Dawson speculated. 

Later, Jimmy had his own “in” as a valuable member of college swimming’s greatest team. But things didn’t end grandly; rather, in his 
stunning, untimely death in 1973.
 
“ … a gentle soul, shy, enigmatic, self-effacing, razor-sharp mind, precocious athleticism…”
�ose were the words a boyhood friend and future great writer chose to describe him.
Add to them now: a two-time Hall of Fame swimmer. The Indiana University           

I Association congratulates 
all coaches, contributors 
and humanitarians on their 
2019 induction to the 
Monroe County Sports Hall 
of Fame, especially our letter-winning 
Hoosiers, Jimmy Counsilman and Steve Gobert. 

     
                 Bloomington, IN 
           812.334.3252 | 1710 N. Kinser Pike 
                                                                                            
  

Just the Place for You 
 Free Parking 
 Free Wi-Fi Access 
 Full-Service Restaurant and Lounge 
 Pet Friendly 
 Minutes away from IU and Downtown 
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BBQ TRAINCatering

Call Us Today! (812) 219-7731

@ BBQtrain1
www.facebook.com/BarbequeTrain

www.bbqtrain.com

Congratulations
Athletes 

recently induced 
into the 

Monroe County 
Sports Hall of Fame!

From Your Friends at the 
BBQ Train!

to the 

Specializing In
    OFFICE PARTIES     GRADUATIONS - 
WEDDINGS - TAILGATES - REUNIONS - 
REHEARSAL DINNERS - AND MUCH MORE!
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BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH  
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT CONGRATULATES 

 
   

Steve Gobert, BHS ‘69 Russ Minett, BHS ‘50 

Marcus Debro, Coach,  
Friend of  the Program 

Andy Saltzman, BHSS ‘76 

Tyler Thompson, BHSS ‘94 Royce Deckard, BHS ‘68 

THE PANTHER CONNECTION CONTINUES...  

RUSS MINETT 
STEVE GOBERT 
ANDY SALTZMAN 

TYLER THOMPSON 
ROYCE DECKARD  
MARCUS DEBRO  

ON THEIR INDUCTION INTO THE  
2019 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME 

Chandler 
Funeral Homes

 

Ellettsville Chapel
203 E. Temperance Street,

Ellettsville, IN 47429 
812-876-6075

Whitaker Chapel 
2 East Main Street
Gosport, IN 47433

812-879-4245

The staff at 
Chandler Funeral Homes 

would like to congratulate 

on their induction into the
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. 

www.chandlerfh.com21 54



1915 S. Walnut Street, Bloomington, IN 47401  
(corner of S. Walnut St./E. Miller Dr.) 

812-333-2420 

 Full service meat counter with USDA certified choice premium  
hand-cut steaks, marinated chicken breasts and fresh ground beef. 

 New restaurant expansion serving lunch and dinner featuring our  
custom meats. 

 Catering offering on or off-site catering for events of all sizes. 

Meat Shop  Restaurant  Catering 

1915 S. Walnut Street, Bloomington, IN 47401  
(corner of S. Walnut St./E. Miller Dr.) 

812-333-2420 

 Full service meat counter with USDA certified choice premium  
hand-cut steaks, marinated chicken breasts and fresh ground beef. 

 New restaurant expansion serving lunch and dinner featuring our  
custom meats. 

 Catering offering on or off-site catering for events of all sizes. 

Meat Shop  Restaurant  Catering 
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Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Scholar-Athletes 
 

2011 
Dylan Anderson, North 
Jordan Barker, North 

Ashley Lewandowski, South 
Laura Luther, Edgewood 

Darren Mehay, South 
Jared Simoneaux, Edgewood 

2012 
Michael Bower, South 

Angela Hacker, Edgewood 
Michaela Hull, South 
Alex St. John, North 
Sam Sheldon, North 

Bryan Wells, Edgewood 

2013 
Olivia Ashba, Edgewood 
Priyanka Ghosh, South 

Max Irwin, North 
Reece Phillips, Edgewood 

Ronnie Schneider, III, South 
 

2014 
Vanessa Brown, Edgewood 

Gus Dajani, South 
Patrick Mosby, Edgewood 

Kate Raphael, North 
Grant Sims, North 

Alex Warzyniak, South 

2015 
Denise Azcui, South 

Ian Bailey, North 
Brooke Collins, North 

Marielle Delos Santos, Edgewood 
Ian Finnerty, South 

Hank Phillips, Edgewood 
Deakin Volz, South 

2016 
Tucker Blackwell, South 

Gracie Heeb, North 
Malik Laffoon, North 

 
 

Erin Sherfield, Edgewood 

2017 
 

Logan Thomas Calvin, North 
 

 
Serenah Morris, Edgewood 

McKenzey Ridge, North 

 

RESERVED 
FOR: 

2018 
Taylor Acuff,  Edgewood 

Chance Coyle, South 
MacKenzie Looze, North 

Mac Rogers, North 
Zane Sullivan, Edgewood 

Grace Williams, North 

Photo courtesy of Kirkwood Photo 

Bloomington,
Indiana

BEST DAY SPA BEST MASSAGE
in South-Central

Indiana

812•333•3393
www.ThatsTheRub.com

• FFaammiillyy  ddeennttiisstt  

• CCoossmmeettiicc  ddeennttiissttrryy  

• IInnvviissaalliiggnn  

• DDeennttaall  IImmppllaannttss  

• NNeeww  ppaattiieennttss  wweellccoommee  
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Criteria for Induction
Athletes: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as an athlete. He/she must 
be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has 
made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Coaches: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a coach. He/she must be a 
person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has made 
a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person who was 
born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Contributor: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a contributor. He/she 
must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who 
has made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County.

Humanitarian: �e nominee must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County who has made a noteworthy 
contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County. �e Humanitarian Award will be 
presented to an individual who has distinguished himself/herself in the areas of: (1) athletics excellence; (2) community 
service initiatives; and (3) humanitarian endeavors.

*To be nominated, one must have met his or her 30th birthday, or been out of the particular sport as an athlete for a
period of ten years, whichever comes �rst. Posthumous nominations will be considered immediately on an individual
basis.

CLASSES OF THE FUTURE
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LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES
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Seated from left: Dr. Brad Bomba 
(Humanitarian Award);  Jennings Polley 
(wrestling). Standing from left: 
Jerry Yeagley (Contributor Award, soccer); 
Stephanie Basset-Orman (track, cross 
country); Dobby Grossman (football, 
basketball, baseball); Jennifer (Warthan) 
Hester (track, cross country); Mark Litz 
(football, baseball, golf ); Cory Martin (track 
& field); Jerry Memering (for deceased John 
Adams, coach, basketball); Ralph Sieboldt 
(coach, track, cross country).

From left: Wil Fleming (football, track); 
Joan Olcott (Humanitarian Award with 
deceased husband Lloyd Olcott); Randy 
May (wrestling); Jill Parker (daughter of Joan 
and Lloyd Olcott); Linda McNichols (wife 
of deceased coach John McNichols, track, 
cross country); Whitney �omas (basketball, 
volleyball), Becky Burchfield (great
grandniece of deceased Ralph Esarey, 
basketball), Sherry Dunbar-Kruzan
(volleyball, basketball), John Abbott (stepson 
of Ralph Esarey), Mark Smythe (football), 
George Fielding (coach, basketball, golf ). 
Not pictured: Hobie Billingsley
(Contributor Award).

CLASS OF 2018

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

CLASS OF 2017

C O N S U L T A N T S
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I A
LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES
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CLASS OF 2015

From left: Scott May Jr. for Sean May, 
(basketball); Jade Harris and Susie Kinser,  
Hodges for deceased Sheldon Ray Kinser, 
(auto racing); Betsy (Cousins) Mulder 
(gymnastics); John M. Holmes (coach, 
basketball); Bob Hammel (Contributor 
Award); Bill Armstrong Jr., (football, swim-
ming, baseball); Amy Lanaham for deceased 
�omas Petry, (Humanitarian Award); Seth 
Debro for deceased George Shively, (Negro 
League Baseball); Charlie Warthan (coach, 
track, cross country); Kevin King (football, 
wrestling, track).

From left: Teresa Bowman Dobson for 
deceased Bobby Dobson (basketball, 
baseball); Dan Grossman (football, 
baseball); Susan Groh for deceased 
Marvin Groh (coach, baseball); Robert 
Kirk, Jr. (football); Marshall Goss (track, 
cross country); Dick Sparks (basketball, 
baseball); Bill Mallory (Humanitarian 
Award); Tina (Debro) Hauger (track, 
swimming); Angelo Pizzo (Contributor 
Award); Vernon Pfaff 
(basketball, baseball, track).

CLASS OF 2016

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

C O N S U L T A N T S
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I A
LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES
Congratulations Marcus! 
So proud of you and so well deserved. 

From your friends of over 50 years.
 Criss Beyers, Bob Pryor and Larry Winters
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mardonsalon.com

C O N S U L T A N T S
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LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES

From left: Todd Yeagley (soccer); 
Pat Cassidy (wrestling); John Bush,
Bill Bush, Jim Bush, Tom Bush, sons
of deceased Noble Bush (Contributor Award 
Winner) Dan Sparks (basketball); Jared 
Jeffries (basketball); Mike Kearney (swim-
ming); Dave Reeve (football); Lindsey 
(Easton) Benne, for deceased father Bill Easton
(track, cross country); Marge Counsilman
(Humanitarian Award winner along with
deceased husband Doc Counsilman)
Missy (Arthur) Ringler (golf ).

From left: Jack Crandall (football, basketball, 
track); John “Spider” Miller (amateur golf ); 
Larry Rink (Humanitarian Award); J.W. Huff
and Lorraine Longden (son and daughter of 
deceased Fred Huff (football coach); Jim 
Cornwell (wrestling); Cyndi Valentin (basket-
ball). Second Row from left
George Finley (Contributor Award); Chip 
Gray, Pete Gray, Charles Gray, Gary Gray, sons 
of deceased Walter Gray (football coach), Terry 
Stotts (basketball) Fred S. Dunn and Allen 
Dunn grandsons of deceased Fred Seward 
(track and field).

CLASS OF 2013

CLASS OF 2014

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo
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www.iucu.orgwww.iucu.org

812-855-7823  •  iucu.org  Federally insured by NCUA

• Online Banking & Mobile Banking 
  with Mobile Deposit

• Apps for Android, Apple & 
  Kindle Fire

• Nationwide ATM network

• Shared Branching network

• And more!

Manage your finances and apply
for a loan online anytime at:

Whether you’re home or away, you’ll
always have home field advantage.

IU Credit Union is never too far away.

INAUGURAL CLASS OF 2011
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HALL OF FAME SALUTES

From left: Jade Butcher (football); Bob Myers
for deceased father Clifford “Two Bit” Myers,
(wrestling); Deniese Smith, daughter of 
deceased father Charley McDaniel (wrestling); 
Don Shiflet (Contributor Award); Randy 
Martin father of Stacey Martin - Tenney (track 
and field); Missy Schwen Ryan (rowing);  Jeff 
Chitwood, grandson of deceased Harold 
Mumby (coach); George Taliaferro, for 
deceased Cornelius Cook (Negro League 
Baseball); Jennifer Hooker Brinegar (swim-
ming); Dave Volz (track and field); Jill Watson 
(figure skating) Beth Morgan-Cunningham 
(basketball); Sarah Gates, daughter of deceased 
Joyce Gates (volleyball, golf ); Dr. Jack Deckard, 
son of deceased Tommy Deckard (track and 
field);  Not pictured: Cliff Wells (basketball 
coach) deceased.

From left: Dow Myers for Steve Kinser (auto 
racing); Dave Brown (football); Bob Whitlow 
(football); Ann Carpenter for husband Russ 
Carpenter (Contributor Award); Amy 
McDonald (golf and track); Tom McKinney 
(basketball coach); J.R. Holmes (basketball 
coach); George Taliaferro (Humanitarian 
Award); Rex Grossman (football) Not 
pictured: Richard Voliva (wrestling) deceased.

CLASS OF 2012

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo
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CLASS OF 2016

ATHLETES
Tina (Debro) Hauger, Bloomington North, 1982,  track swimming
Bobby Dobson, Bloomington High School, 1949, basketball, baseball
Dan Grossman, Bloomington High School, 1969, football, baseball
Bob Kirk, University High School, 1965, football
Vernon Pfa�, Ellettsville High School, 1962, basketball, baseball, track
Dick Sparks, Bloomington High School, 1960, basketball, baseball

COACHES
Marshall Goss, Bloomington South, Indiana University, track, cross country
Marvin Groh, Bloomington High School, baseball

CONTRIBUTOR
Angelo Pizzo, University High School, 1965

HUMANITARIAN
Bill Mallory, football

CLASS OF 2017

ATHLETES
Stephanie Bassett-Orman, Bloomington North, 1984, track, cross country
Dobby Grossman, Bloomington High School, 1971, football, basketball, baseball
Mark Litz, Bloomington High School, 1970, baseball, football, golf
Cory Martin, Edgewood, 2003, track & �eld
Jennings Polley, Bloomington High School, 1943, wrestling
Jennifer (Warthan) Hester, Bloomington North, 1992, track, cross country

COACHES
John Adams, Bloomington High School, 1912, basketball
Ralph Sieboldt, Bloomington North, track, cross country

CONTRIBUTOR
Jerry Yeagley, soccer

HUMANITARIAN
Dr. Brad Bomba, sports medicine2017 Stephanie Bassett-Orman

2016 Marvin Groh

CLASS OF 2018
ATHLETES
Sherry Dunbar-Kruzan, Edgewood, 1987, volleyball, basketball
Ralph Esarey, Bloomington High School, 1918, basketball
Wil Fleming, Bloomington North, 2000, football, track
Randy May, Bloomington South, 1976, wrestling
Mark Smythe, Bloomington North, 1979, football
Whitney Thomas, Bloomington North, 2005, basketball, volleyball

COACHES
George Fielding, University High, Bloomington North, basketball, golf
John McNichols, Edgewood, North, Indiana State, track, cross country

CONTRIBUTOR
Hobie Billingsley, Diving

HUMANITARIAN
Lloyd and Joan Olcott 2018 Sherry Dunbar-Kruzan
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 STEVE GOBERT 

BHS ‘69 

Football-Wrestling– 
Baseball  

 

 

ALL OF US AT SUNBELT RENTALS 
CONGRATULATE STEVE ON HIS 

INDUCTION INTO THE  

 2019 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS 
HALL  OF FAME 

July 12, 2019 



CLASS OF 2014
ATHLETES
Jim Cornwell, Bloomington High School, 1971, wrestling
Jack Crandall, Bloomington High School, 1950, football, basketball, 
track
John “Spider” Miller, North Vernon High School, 1968, amateur golf 
Fred Seward, Bloomington High School, 1904, track
Terry Stotts, Bloomington North, 1976, basketball
Cyndi Valentin, Bloomington South, 2002, basketball

COACHES
Walter Gray, University High School, track, football, golf
Fred Hu�, Bloomington High School, football

CONTRIBUTOR
George Finley

HUMANITARIAN
Dr. Larry Rink

CLASS OF 2013
ATHLETES
Pat Cassidy, Bloomington North, 1995, wrestling
Jared Je�ries, Bloomington North, 2000, basketball
Mike Kearney, Bloomington South, 1973, swimming
Dave Reeve, Bloomington South, 1974, football
Missy Ringler, Edgewood, 1990, golf, basketball, track
Dan Sparks, Bloomington High School, 1963, basketball
Todd Yeagley, Bloomington South, 1991, soccer

COACH
Bill Easton, Stinesville, track, cross country

CONTRIBUTOR
Noble Bush

HUMANITARIANS
Doc and Marge Counsilman

CLASS OF 2015
ATHLETES
Bill Armstrong Jr., Bloomington High School, 1970, football,
basketball, swimming 
Betsy (Cousins) Mulder, Bloomington North, 1992, gymnastics 
Kevin King, Bloomington South, 1979, football, wrestling, track 
Sheldon Ray Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1960, auto racing 
Sean May, Bloomington North, 2002, basketball 
George “Anner” Shively, Negro Baseball All-Star

COACHES
John M. Holmes, Owensburg, 1948, basketball coach
Charlie Warthan, Edgewood, 1968; track/cross country coach,
Bloomington North

CONTRIBUTOR
Bob Hammel

HUMANITARIAN
Thomas “Doc” Petry

2015 Betsy (Cousins) Mulder

2014 Fred Hu�

2013 Dan Sparks
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Proud Title Sponsor

CHARTER CLASS OF 2011
ATHLETES
Jade Butcher, Bloomington High School, 1965, football
Cornelius Cook, Bloomington High School, 1928, baseball
Tommy Deckard, Bloomington High School, 1934 track & �eld
Jennifer Hooker Brinegar, Mission Viejo, Cal., 1979, swimming
Stacy Martin-Tenney, Edgewood, 1999, track & �eld
Charley McDaniel, Bloomington High, 1933, football, wrestling
Beth Morgan-Cunningham, Bloomington South, 1993, basketball, tennis
Missy Schwen Ryan, Bloomington South, 1990, rowing
Dave Volz, Bloomington South, 1980, track & �eld
Jill Watson, Bloomington North, 1981, �gure skating

COACHES
Joyce Gates, Edgewood High School, volleyball, golf
Harold Mumby, Bloomington High School, football, wrestling
Cli�ord “Two-Bit” Myers, Bloomington High School, wrestling
Cli� Wells, Bloomington High School, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Don Shi�et
Note: The Humanitarian category was added in 2012.

CLASS OF 2012
ATHLETES
David Brown, Bloomington High School, 1971, football
Rex Grossman, Bloomington South, 1999, football
Steve Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1972, auto racing, wrestling
Amy McDonald, Bloomington South, 1988, track & �eld, golf
Richard Voliva, Bloomington High School, 1931, football, wrestling
Bob Whitlow, Bloomington High School, 1954, football

COACHES
J.R. Holmes, Bloomington South, basketball
Tom McKinney, Bloomington North, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Russ Carpenter

HUMANITARIAN
George Taliaferro

2012 George Taliaferro

2012 Steve Kinser

2011 Don Shi�et
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Edward Jones celebrates Winfield 
Jacobs' induction to the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame.

Jason T Jackson 
Financial Advisor

1022 16th Street 
Bedford, IN 47421-3734 
812-279-3511

Class of 2019



Since the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame banquet on 

July 11, 2018, three of our luminaries have been called 

home.   

Jennings Polley 

1926-2018 

Class of 2017 

George Taliaferro 

1927—2018 

First Humanitarian Award 

Don Shiflet 

1926—2019 

First Contributor Award 
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The Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame congratulates   

 
 

 David Hays and Comprehensive Financial Consultants &  
Comprehensive Financial Consultants Institutional (CFCI)  

 
 

on their 25th anniversary and gratefully acknowledges the generous support  
of the Hall as the Title Sponsor since 2012. 

 
 Best wishes for continued success. 

 

Bob Hammel 
David Hays 
Lynn R. Houser 
Patricia Houser 
David Pillar 
Lance Ringler 
Missy Ringler 
Sandy Searcy 
Joe Smith  

Kit Klingelhoffer, President 
Grier Werner, Vice President 
Amy Crozier, Secretary 
Nancy Werner, Treasurer 
Bill Atkinson 
John Baker 
Ann Carpenter 
Mark Deal 



CLASS OF 2019 INDUCTEES

Royce D. Deckard, Bloomington High ’68 – a wrestling  “lifer” who learned sport under 
Kay Hutsell at BHS and Charley McDaniel at IU … started coaching at Binford Middle 
School, went on to be an assistant on 2 state champions at Lawrence North and later 
became head coach… 15-year head coach at South and still serving as assistant there… 
coached 17 state champions, 8 runners-up, 72 medalists… inducted into Indiana
Wrestling Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2004 … recipient of John Hurrle Award 
for wrestling contributions in 2005 … recognized for lifetime achievements in 2016 with 
state’s highest wrestling honor, the Billy �om Award… recipient of 2019 Game
Changer Award by Coaching Corps … Monroe County schools’ Face of Education 
Award, state’s Distinguished Hoosier Award by Governor Mitch Daniels (2008) and 
declaration of Royce Deckard Day Dec. 8, 2008, by Bloomington Mayor Mark Kruzan.

Michael Francis O’Connell, North Central (Farmersburg) ’68 -- as IU Tennis Center 
teaching pro (1992-2016) he instructed 11 local juniors to achieve national rankings, 
including 2 who rose to No. 1 in boys’ juniors: K.J. Stewart and 3-time state champion 
Ronnie Schneider, an All-American at North Carolina … also instructed 2-time state 
champ Denise Azcui and 3 state runners-up: Ray Leonard, Aaron Townsend, Mac 
Rogers … as player in 1980s and '90s he won several regional singles and doubles titles … 
teamed with Herb Feldman to win 120 straight USTA doubles matches … rose to No. 13 
nationally in 1982 U.S. Professional Tennis Players Association … 5-time USPTA Indi-
ana Professional of Year and Midwest Professional of the Year … certified Master Profes-
sional (top 1 percent of all teaching pros) … past president of Indiana USPTA ... involved 
in fund-raising for United Cerebral Palsy Association, United Way House for Abused 
Women, Special Olympics, Cystic Fibrosis and Crusade for Children … inducted into 
USPTA Midwest Hall of Fame and North Central H.S. Hall of Fame.

Marcus Debro, Bloomington North ’79, basketball - Current administrator at
Bloomington North and active community leader … has become one of the most 
respected high school basketball officials and already has worked 4 state finals… inducted 
into Keene State College Hall of Fame in 1991 following an outstanding college basket-
ball career at the New Hampshire college, where he is still second all-time in 
blocks…2-year starter at North and member of ’79 sectional champs…vice president of 
Volunteers in Medicine of Monroe County and is a member of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Birthday Celebration Commission … also serves on the Kiwanis Club of South 
Central Indiana board and is a member of the 50+ Men Who Care, which donates funds 
to local non-profits…past leadership involvement includes work with Girls Inc. and the 
Monroe County Chapter of the American Red Cross … in 2015 he received the Every-
day Heroes Award from the Bloomington Herald Times … also has coordinated histori-
cal preservation projects for Banneker Community Center and the Waldron, Hill and 
Buskirk Park.

Winfield “Dick” Jacobs, Stinesville ’43 – A Monroe County community leader and well 
known high school official, working 3 consecutive state finals in basketball, including the 
1963 and ’64 championship games … also officiated 2 state finals in football… inducted 
into Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame as Center Circle officials’ honoree … member of 
the Ellettsville Masonic Lodge, earning the Mason’s highest honor, a 33rd degree… also 
a member of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite and �e Murat Shrine Temple… served 
as president of the Stone Belt Shrine Club in Bloomington and
organized the first mini-clinic for children with severe burns and disabilities… was the 
first president of the Richland-Bean Blossom School Corporation and Edgewood High 
School Building Corporation…Director of the Community Foundation of Bloomington 
and Monroe County, Inc., Director of People’s State Bank and Nipper’s Federal Credit 
Union, Director of the Monroe County Sewer Board … employed 35 years at RCA… 
married to Anna (Stogsdill) Jacobs for 58 years …  passed away in 2016 at age 91.
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Royce D. Deckard, Bloomington High ’68 – a wrestling  “lifer” who learned sport under 
Kay Hutsell at BHS and Charley McDaniel at IU … started coaching at Binford Middle 
School, went on to be an assistant on 2 state champions at Lawrence North and later 
became head coach… 15-year head coach at South and still serving as assistant there… 
coached 17 state champions, 8 runners-up, 72 medalists… inducted into Indiana
Wrestling Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2004 … recipient of John Hurrle Award 
for wrestling contributions in 2005 … recognized for lifetime achievements in 2016 with 
state’s highest wrestling honor, the Billy �om Award… recipient of 2019 Game
Changer Award by Coaching Corps … Monroe County schools’ Face of Education 
Award, state’s Distinguished Hoosier Award by Governor Mitch Daniels (2008) and 
declaration of Royce Deckard Day Dec. 8, 2008, by Bloomington Mayor Mark Kruzan.

Michael Francis O’Connell, North Central (Farmersburg) ’68 -- as IU Tennis Center 
teaching pro (1992-2016) he instructed 11 local juniors to achieve national rankings, 
including 2 who rose to No. 1 in boys’ juniors: K.J. Stewart and 3-time state champion 
Ronnie Schneider, an All-American at North Carolina … also instructed 2-time state 
champ Denise Azcui and 3 state runners-up: Ray Leonard, Aaron Townsend, Mac 
Rogers … as player in 1980s and '90s he won several regional singles and doubles titles … 
teamed with Herb Feldman to win 120 straight USTA doubles matches … rose to No. 13 
nationally in 1982 U.S. Professional Tennis Players Association … 5-time USPTA Indi-
ana Professional of Year and Midwest Professional of the Year … certified Master Profes-
sional (top 1 percent of all teaching pros) … past president of Indiana USPTA ... involved 
in fund-raising for United Cerebral Palsy Association, United Way House for Abused 
Women, Special Olympics, Cystic Fibrosis and Crusade for Children … inducted into 
USPTA Midwest Hall of Fame and North Central H.S. Hall of Fame.

Marcus Debro, Bloomington North ’79, basketball - Current administrator at
Bloomington North and active community leader … has become one of the most 
respected high school basketball officials and already has worked 4 state finals… inducted 
into Keene State College Hall of Fame in 1991 following an outstanding college basket-
ball career at the New Hampshire college, where he is still second all-time in 
blocks…2-year starter at North and member of ’79 sectional champs…vice president of 
Volunteers in Medicine of Monroe County and is a member of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Birthday Celebration Commission … also serves on the Kiwanis Club of South 
Central Indiana board and is a member of the 50+ Men Who Care, which donates funds 
to local non-profits…past leadership involvement includes work with Girls Inc. and the 
Monroe County Chapter of the American Red Cross … in 2015 he received the Every-
day Heroes Award from the Bloomington Herald Times … also has coordinated histori-
cal preservation projects for Banneker Community Center and the Waldron, Hill and 
Buskirk Park.

Winfield “Dick” Jacobs, Stinesville ’43 – A Monroe County community leader and well 
known high school official, working 3 consecutive state finals in basketball, including the 
1963 and ’64 championship games … also officiated 2 state finals in football… inducted 
into Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame as Center Circle officials’ honoree … member of 
the Ellettsville Masonic Lodge, earning the Mason’s highest honor, a 33rd degree… also 
a member of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite and �e Murat Shrine Temple… served 
as president of the Stone Belt Shrine Club in Bloomington and
organized the first mini-clinic for children with severe burns and disabilities… was the 
first president of the Richland-Bean Blossom School Corporation and Edgewood High 
School Building Corporation…Director of the Community Foundation of Bloomington 
and Monroe County, Inc., Director of People’s State Bank and Nipper’s Federal Credit 
Union, Director of the Monroe County Sewer Board … employed 35 years at RCA… 
married to Anna (Stogsdill) Jacobs for 58 years …  passed away in 2016 at age 91.
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James M. Counsilman, University High, ’68, swimming – 5-time state high school 
champion (2 individual medley, 3 breaststroke)…one of only 3 state swimming champi-
ons in University history … swam collegiately at Indiana University for father-coach 
James “Doc” Counsilman and became a Big Ten champ in the 200 breaststroke, the same 
event his father won for Ohio State 30 years before … contributing member of 1969 and 
’70 IU NCAA championship teams, finishing 3rd in the 200 breaststroke and 4th in the 
100 breaststroke in ’69, 5th in 200 breaststroke in ’70, making him a 4-time All-American 
… passed away at age 22.

Steve Gobert, Bloomington High ’69, football, wrestling, baseball – All-State as 
two-way tackle on 10-0 team as senior … two-time conference champion wrestler for 
state-champion BHS teams … catcher on Panthers’ 1969 state-runner-up baseball team 
… played in 1969 North-South All-Star football game … recruited by John Pont at IU, 
played guard, defensive end, linebacker… assistant football, wrestling coach at Edgewood 
… coached 26 years at Columbus North, 10 as head football coach and 5 as head
wrestling coach.

Kiley Jarrett, Bloomington North, 2005, basketball, golf – 4-year starter in basketball, 
leading North to 2003 Final Four … scored over 1,000 points and named an Indiana 
All-Star … nominated for McDonald’s All-America Team … received full ride to Ball 
State and lettered all four years … started last 2 years and finished 6th all-time in assists 
… in 2009 helped Ball State win Mid-American Conference championship and receive 
first-ever NCAA bid, leading to shocking first-round upset of Tennessee, Pat Summitt’s 
defending national champs … in golf she participated in the 2001 and 2002 IHSAA 
Girls Golf State Finals … now a Bloomington police officer. 

Russell T. Minett, Bloomington High ’50, wrestling– 2-time state champion and 
member of 4 state championship teams... co-captain of 1949 and ’50 champs… captured 
127-pound title his junior year, winning all 5 matches by falls … went undefeated his 
senior year, capped off with title at 133 pounds...3rd in state as freshman, 4th as sopho-
more... coached by 2 MCSHOF inductees, Harold Mumby and Clifford “Two-Bit” 
Myers… inducted into Indiana Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1982.... wrestled one year at 
Indiana University before joining Marines and serving in Korean War, fighting in 
legendary battles of the Punchbowl and Heartbreak Ridge … following military service 
he became co-owner of Bert’s Produce, which served most Bloomington restaurants… 
also served 47 years as a minister at the Bridge Church of Christ in Unionville… married 
63 years to Barbara Minett…11 grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren…passed away in 
February, 2019.

Andy Saltzman, Bloomington South, ‘76 swimming – State finalist in 200, 500 free-
styles his senior year … went to Princeton and qualified for NCAA championships all 4 
years, earning All-American honors as senior … won Phil Moriarty Award as highest 
scorer at Eastern championships and twice won Princeton’s War Memorial Trophy for 
excellence in academics and athletics … qualified for Olympic Trials in 1980 … broke a 
Mark Spitz record in winning 100 freestyle at 1981 Maccabiah Games in Tel Aviv,
winning 3 gold medals and 1 bronze … completed residency in orthopaedic surgery
at Duke University… assistant professor in orthopaedic surgery at Indiana University … 
went on to practice in Evansville, serving as team physician for Evansville basketball team 
since 1991 … named Team Physician of Year by Indiana State Medical Association in 
2017 … one of first to champion high school concussion testing … president, Indiana 
Orthopaedic Society, 2016-17 … current board member of American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Surgery.

Tyler �ompson, Bloomington South ‘94, football, baseball – all-state in two sports … 
captained Panthers’ 1993 undefeated state champions in football … 2nd in state with 
1,110 receiving yards as junior, led state as senior with 990 yards … South career leader 
in receiving yards (2,375 yards), touchdowns (34) … 7th on all-time South scoring list 
with 214 points … in baseball he played in North-South All-Star game and went on to 
Indiana State, starting all 4 years, setting ISU records in slugging percentage, runs, walks 
… 4th all-time in home runs at ISU … All-Missouri Valley Conference in 1998 …
drafted in 7th round by Toronto in 1998 and played 4 years in Blue Jays’ farm system … 
played in 1998 Hall of Fame game for Blue Jays and in 1999 South Atlantic League 
All-Star Game. 

CLASS OF 2019 INDUCTEES
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James M. Counsilman, University High, ’68, swimming – 5-time state high school 
champion (2 individual medley, 3 breaststroke)…one of only 3 state swimming champi-
ons in University history … swam collegiately at Indiana University for father-coach 
James “Doc” Counsilman and became a Big Ten champ in the 200 breaststroke, the same 
event his father won for Ohio State 30 years before … contributing member of 1969 and 
’70 IU NCAA championship teams, finishing 3rd in the 200 breaststroke and 4th in the 
100 breaststroke in ’69, 5th in 200 breaststroke in ’70, making him a 4-time All-American 
… passed away at age 22.

Steve Gobert, Bloomington High ’69, football, wrestling, baseball – All-State as 
two-way tackle on 10-0 team as senior … two-time conference champion wrestler for 
state-champion BHS teams … catcher on Panthers’ 1969 state-runner-up baseball team 
… played in 1969 North-South All-Star football game … recruited by John Pont at IU, 
played guard, defensive end, linebacker… assistant football, wrestling coach at Edgewood 
… coached 26 years at Columbus North, 10 as head football coach and 5 as head
wrestling coach.
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… in 2009 helped Ball State win Mid-American Conference championship and receive 
first-ever NCAA bid, leading to shocking first-round upset of Tennessee, Pat Summitt’s 
defending national champs … in golf she participated in the 2001 and 2002 IHSAA 
Girls Golf State Finals … now a Bloomington police officer. 

Russell T. Minett, Bloomington High ’50, wrestling– 2-time state champion and 
member of 4 state championship teams... co-captain of 1949 and ’50 champs… captured 
127-pound title his junior year, winning all 5 matches by falls … went undefeated his 
senior year, capped off with title at 133 pounds...3rd in state as freshman, 4th as sopho-
more... coached by 2 MCSHOF inductees, Harold Mumby and Clifford “Two-Bit” 
Myers… inducted into Indiana Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1982.... wrestled one year at 
Indiana University before joining Marines and serving in Korean War, fighting in 
legendary battles of the Punchbowl and Heartbreak Ridge … following military service 
he became co-owner of Bert’s Produce, which served most Bloomington restaurants… 
also served 47 years as a minister at the Bridge Church of Christ in Unionville… married 
63 years to Barbara Minett…11 grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren…passed away in 
February, 2019.

Andy Saltzman, Bloomington South, ‘76 swimming – State finalist in 200, 500 free-
styles his senior year … went to Princeton and qualified for NCAA championships all 4 
years, earning All-American honors as senior … won Phil Moriarty Award as highest 
scorer at Eastern championships and twice won Princeton’s War Memorial Trophy for 
excellence in academics and athletics … qualified for Olympic Trials in 1980 … broke a 
Mark Spitz record in winning 100 freestyle at 1981 Maccabiah Games in Tel Aviv,
winning 3 gold medals and 1 bronze … completed residency in orthopaedic surgery
at Duke University… assistant professor in orthopaedic surgery at Indiana University … 
went on to practice in Evansville, serving as team physician for Evansville basketball team 
since 1991 … named Team Physician of Year by Indiana State Medical Association in 
2017 … one of first to champion high school concussion testing … president, Indiana 
Orthopaedic Society, 2016-17 … current board member of American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Surgery.

Tyler �ompson, Bloomington South ‘94, football, baseball – all-state in two sports … 
captained Panthers’ 1993 undefeated state champions in football … 2nd in state with 
1,110 receiving yards as junior, led state as senior with 990 yards … South career leader 
in receiving yards (2,375 yards), touchdowns (34) … 7th on all-time South scoring list 
with 214 points … in baseball he played in North-South All-Star game and went on to 
Indiana State, starting all 4 years, setting ISU records in slugging percentage, runs, walks 
… 4th all-time in home runs at ISU … All-Missouri Valley Conference in 1998 …
drafted in 7th round by Toronto in 1998 and played 4 years in Blue Jays’ farm system … 
played in 1998 Hall of Fame game for Blue Jays and in 1999 South Atlantic League 
All-Star Game. 
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To contact the board, please email us at mcshofmail@gmail.com
To learn more about the Hall of Fame visit www.monroecountyshof.com

Signature Achievements
• Enshrined 97 Monroe County individuals into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame as of summer 2019.

• Awarded 54 Scholarships and $42,000 to local high school athletes as of summer 2019.

• Participated in community effort to provide headstones for 10 previously unmarked African American graves in  
  Bloomington's Rose Hill Cemetery in 2015.

Mission Statement
�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame is a not-for-profit organization. �e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
(Wall of Fame) is located in Fountain Square in downtown Bloomington. In addition to honoring past individuals 
for their achievements, the Hall of Fame encourages future generations of Monroe County student/athletes by 
awarding scholarship money to a male and female athlete from each of the public high schools in Monroe County. 
Each year an awards banquet is held to induct new members at the Monroe County Convention Center. Attendance 
has grown to over 300 and sells out every year.
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SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

Diamond Sponsor - $2,500 Investment
As a Diamond level sponsor, you will receive:
Banquet table for 8 at the awards ceremony.
Company recognition in awards ceremony.
Logo placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Full-page ad in souvenir program.

Gold Event Sponsor - $2,000 Investment
As a Gold level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet table for 6 at the awards ceremony.
Company recognition in awards ceremony.

Recognition throughout the banquet.
Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Full-page ad in souvenir program.

Silver Event Sponsor - $1,000 Investment
As a Silver level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet tickets for 4 guests at the awards ceremony.
Recognition throughout the banquet.

Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.
Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.

Half-page ad in souvenir program.

Bronze Event Sponsor - $500.00 Investment
As a Bronze level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet tickets for 2 guests at the awards ceremony.
Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Half-page ad in souvenir program.

Friends/ Supporter Sponsor - $25 Investment
As a Friends/Supporter Level Sponsor you will receive name recognition in the souvenir program.

PROGRAM ADVERTISING
Friends and family appreciate the ability to offer “congratulations” in the commemorative program. �is is an ideal opportunity for those

close to the inductee to express congratulatory wishes. Also, local businesses and schools may choose to participate in this fashion. Below is
information on the prices of advertisments/congratulatory messages.

Full Page   $500.00
Half Page   $250.00
Quarter Page   $150.00
Business Card   $75.00

Contact any board member for further information.

How you can help...

5 70



GOLD SPONSORS

DIAMOND SPONSOR

TITLE SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS
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COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL
CONSULTANTS

FRIENDS OF MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

HERALDTIMESONLINE.COM

THE FUNERAL
CHAPEL

Powell • Deckard

Dr. K Luke Eades DDS
Professional Corporation

Sandy Searcy and Dean Voyles
Reverend Bob Kirk

Dave and Kellie Pillar
Grier and Nancy Werner
Kit and Rita Klingelhoffer
Tom and Judy Mckinney

Stonebelt Shrine Club,
in memory of Dick Jacobs

John and Joyce Holmes
Mark and Patty Deal

Lynn and Patricia Houser

Mark Anderson 

Chandler 
Funeral Homes

22001199  MMOONNRROOEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  SSPPOORRTTSS  HHAALLLL  OOFF  
FFAAMMEE  IINNDDUUCCTTEEEESS  

AAtthhlleetteess  

JJiimm  CCoouunnssiillmmaann——SSwwiimmmmiinngg  
SStteevvee  GGoobbeerrtt——FFoooottbbaallll,,  WWrreessttlliinngg,,  BBaasseebbaallll  

KKiilleeyy  JJaarrrreetttt——BBaasskkeettbbaallll  
RRuussss  MMiinneetttt——WWrreessttlliinngg  

AAnnddyy  SSaallttzzmmaann——SSwwiimmmmiinngg  
TTyylleerr  TThhoommppssoonn——FFoooottbbaallll,,  BBaasseebbaallll  

 
CCooaacchheess  

  
RRooyyccee  DDeecckkaarrdd,,  CCooaacchh,,  WWrreessttlliinngg  
MMiikkee  OO’’CCoonnnneellll,,  CCooaacchh,,  TTeennnniiss  

 
    CCoonnttrriibbuuttoorr                      HHuummaanniittaarriiaann  
  
    MMaarrccuuss  DDeebbrroo          WWiinnffiieelldd  ““DDiicckk””  JJaaccoobbss  

  
CCOONNGGRRAATTUULLAATTIIOONNSS  OONN  YYOOUURR  IINNDDUUCCTTIIOONN  IINNTTOO  TTHHEE  

MMOONNRROOEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  SSPPOORRTTSS    
HHAALLLL  OOFF  FFAAMMEE 

Premier Healthcare Foundation is a proud sponsor of the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 

LLaawwrreennccee  RRiinnkk,,  MMDD,,  HHeeaatthheerr  DDuukkeess,,  DDOO,,  MMiikkee  LLaaGGrraannggee,,  MMDD  

JJaammeess  LLiinnddnneerr,,  MMDD,,  KKeevviinn  MMiilllleerr,,  MMDD,,    AAsshhlleeee  WWaarrrreenn,,  MMDD  
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David Hays and Comprehensive Financial Consultants & Comprehensive Financial
Consultants Institutional (CFCI) – Title Sponsor
 
Holiday Inn – Kinser Pike – for hosting our monthly meetings
 
Bobby’s Colorado Restaurant – for hosting our monthly meetings for the past several years
 
Herald Times, Inc. – for articles, pictures and advertising space
 
Kirkwood Photo – event photographer and courtesy photos
 
IU Archives – courtesy photos for program and power point
 
The Cook Group – for providing space in Fountain Square for the Hall of Fame
 
John and Jason Baker – sports memorabilia displays
 
Midwest Color Printing – Designer Britnie Waddelow
 
Mary M’s for �lowers
 
Musicians –  Sam Finley and Steve Mascari
 
Nature’s Way – for providing plants for the evening
 
Staff of Monroe Convention Center and Markey’s
 
Student Volunteers – Bloomington North Track Team

 

July 12, 2019

Welcome to the 2019 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.  We are here tonight 
to honor 10 inductees and six scholar-athletes who have exhibited exceptional contributions to the 
rich fabric of athletics in Monroe County. 

It’s hard to fathom that this is our 9th class of inductees and that the addition of 10 will bring the 
total to 97 enshrined in our Hall.  We also will have awarded a total of $42,000 to the outstanding 
young men and women of this community as scholar-athlete award winners.

Last year 352 guests attended our banquet, and in all likelihood at least that many – hopefully more 
– are sitting in this audience tonight.  

Among our inductees tonight are Marcus Debro, joining his sister, Tina, a 2016 inductee who ran 
track at North and IU, and Jim Counsilman, who joins parents Doc and Marge, 2013 Humanitarians, 
into the Hall.  Other families with multiple inductees are the Grossmans (Rex, Danny and Dobbie), 
the Kinsers (Steve and Sheldon), the Sparks (Dan and Dick), the Yeagleys (Jerry and Todd) and the 
Warthans (Charlie and Jennifer).

We had our first annual MCSHOF golf outing last fall with 60 participants, including nine current 
Hall of Famers.  We are well underway making plans for this year’s outing, which will be played on 
Wednesday, Sept. 11 at Eagle Point.  Let us know if you would like to participate. 

Obviously, the induction ceremony is the highlight of the MCSHOF year, but we meet monthly to 
work towards bettering ourselves in board development, technology and future space to better 
showcase our Hall.

All of what we do we could not begin to accomplish without the tremendous support of David Hays 
and Comprehensive Financial Consultants, our title sponsor, Eric Powell and Powell, Deckard 
Funeral Chapel, our golf outing sponsor, and to all the rest of our sponsors and advertisers and all 
their generous support over the years.

We wish all of you a great and most enjoyable evening!  Thank you!

Kit Klingelhoffer, President
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
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5:00 p.m.
Meet and Greet - open to public

6:00 p.m.
Reception - Grand Ball Room

6:45 p.m.
Banquet Buffet

7:30 p.m.
Awards Program
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Presented by Comprehensive Financial Consultants

Tenth Annual Awards Banquet Program
August 6, 2021

Monroe Convention Center
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CONGRATS 
to the Monroe 
County Sports 
Hall of Fame 
Class of 2021
from all of us 
at Markey’s 
Rental & Staging!

Testing
video       |       audio       |       lighting      |       markeys.com       |       812.336.99301
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Presented by: Comprehensive Financial Consultants

COUNSILMAN DEBRO DECKARD GOBERT

JACOBS JARRETT

THOMPSON SALTZMAN O’CONNELL MINETT

HOME OF THE
MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME




