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Proud Title Sponsor of the
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

674 South College Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47403

Champions are not born...
they’re made right here in
Monroe County
It takes thousands of days to make a champion
and it does not come easy. Only by skill, sacrifice,
preparation, determination, and attention to detail
can one become a champion. When the weather is
bad, when others are still in bed, when everyone
else is doing other things - it is the champion that
remains absolute. Here in Monroe County, we
know how to make champions as well as any place
in the country. We are proud of the coaches,
contributors, and athletes that make up the
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. It is your
commitment to excellence  that inspires and
motivates us all to be better.

Securities o�ered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. (JWC),
Member FINRA/SPIC. Advisory Services o�ered through J.W. Cole
Advisors, Inc. (JWCA) and/or Comprehensive Financial Consultants
Institutional, Inc. (CFCI). Comprehensive Financial Consultants and
CFCI/JWC/JWCA are una�liated entities.

812-334-3190  |  www.cfci.us

CONGRATS 
to the Monroe 
County Sports 
Hall of Fame 
Class of 2017
from all of us 
at Markey’s 
Rental & Staging!

Testing
video       |       audio       |       lighting      |       markeys.com       |       812.336.9930



5:00 p.m.
Meet and Greet - open to public

6:00 p.m.
Reception - Grand Ball Room

7:00 p.m.
Banquet Bu�et

7:45 p.m.
Awards Program
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Presented by Comprehensive Financial Consultants

Seventh Annual Awards Banquet Program
July 14, 2017

 Monroe Convention Center

302 S. COLLEGE AVE.   I    BLOOMINGTON, IN 47403   I    p  812.336.3681   I    f  812.349.2981

 BloomingtonConvention.com

trade shows • conventions • meetings
conferences • seminars • retreats

reunions • banquets

Hosting unforgettable company events, association shows, weddings or reunions! 
With a chic interior and exceptional permanent art collection, the Convention Center lends style and class 

to a variety of functions. We can accommodate small to large gatherings with a flexible floor plan, 
in-house catering and audio visual services. And, we’re within an easy stroll to 

downtown Bloomington’s unique shops and cultural events.

MCCHallOfFameAd2016.indd   1 6/24/16   12:29 PM



Congratulations on your induction into the

MONROE COUNTY SPORTS
HALL OF FAME

2017 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Inductees
Stephanie Bassett-Orman, Bloomington High School North – Track/Cross Country

Dobby Grossman, Bloomington High School – Football/Basketball/Baseball

Mark Litz, Bloomington High School, Baseball/Football/Golf

Cory Martin, Edgewood High School – Track and Field

Jennings Polley, Bloomington High School – Wrestling, 

Jennifer (Warthan) Hester, Bloomington High School North – Track/Cross Country

Coach:  John Adams, Bloomington High School – Basketball 
Ralph Sieboldt,Bloomington High School North – Track/Cross Country Coach

Contributor:  Jerry Yeagley – Soccer
Humanitarian:  Dr. Brad Bomba – Sports Medicine 

Foundation

Lawrence Rink, MD, Heather Dukes, DO, Mike LaGrange, MD
James Lindner, MD, Kevin Miller, MD, Ashlee Warren, MD

Comprehensive Financial Consultants – Title Sponsor

Bobby’s Colorado Steakhouse – for hosting our monthly meetings

Herald Times, Inc. – for articles, pictures and advertising space

Kirkwood Photo – event photographer and courtesy photos

IU Archives – courtesy photos

e Cook Group – for providing space in Fountain Square for the Hall of Fame

John Baker – sports memorabilia displays

Nate Trueblood – Webmaster – truebloodwebstudio@gmail.com

Midwest Color Printing – Graphic Designer Christopher Berry

Mary M’s for �owers

Maria Kioussis – Power Point and Building New Website

Jazz Trio – Philip Wailes, Sam Bryson and Connor Evans 

Nature’s Way – for providing plants for the evening

Sta� of Monroe Convention Center and Markey’s

Security - Jimmy Durnil – Indiana State Police Alliance Security

Student Volunteers – Bloomington North Track Team

All our sponsors and advertisers, without whom this event would not be possible.

e dedicated, tireless Board of Directors of the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

SPECIAL THANKS
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Congratulations 
on your Induction! you are #1

in our hearts!

Marilyn, Yvette & Scott,Todd & Suzy, Alexandra,
Ben, Jack, Grant, Jay, Josie

From your very proud family

GOLD SPONSORS

DIAMOND SPONSOR

TITLE SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS
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COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL
CONSULTANTS

FRIENDS OF MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

HERALDTIMESONLINE.COM

THE FUNERAL
CHAPEL

Powell • Deckard

Dr. K Luke Eades DDS
Professional Corporation

Mark Anderson
Adam Petersohn

Grier and Nancy Werner
Bill and Donna Atkinson

John & Joyce Holmes

Lynn and Pat Houser
Ann Carpenter in memory of Russ Carpenter

Kit and Rita Klingelhoffer
Brooke and Joe Lozano



SEVEN YEARS AND COUNTING

Welcome to the 2017 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.  �is is our 7th Hall of Fame 
class – which now brings our total to 76 athletes, coaches, contributors and humanitarians to be enshrined in our 
Hall.  Certainly, very few counties in the state of Indiana can match the athletic prowess that we have had the 
pleasure of enjoying in Monroe County. 

Our scholar-athletes deserve mention as well, as each receives a $1,000 scholarship for their combined academic 
and athletic achievements.  �e $6,000 given out tonight to these individuals means the MCSHOF has awarded 
$30,000 to the outstanding young men and women of our community.

�e MCSHOF has had an active year in the community.  We have spoken to service clubs, participated in 
Bloomington Chamber of Commerce events (as active members), and participated in a Downtown Bloomington 
event, and this fall (September 13) we will be holding our very �rst MCSHOF golf scramble – all in an e�ort to 
continue to spread the word about our organization and to garner �nancial support.

If you haven’t seen our Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame display (plaques and memorabilia) at Fountain Square, 
we would urge you to do so.  While the Cook Group and Jim Murphy have been very generous in donating that 
space to us, we will soon cease to have enough room. And so our long-term goal remains to �nd a new ‘home’ where 
we can more prominently honor our Hall of Famers. 

As always, we can’t heap enough praise and thanks to the loyal sponsors and advertisers who have supported us over 
the last seven years, including our title sponsor, Comprehensive Financial Consultants.  Without their �nancial 
generosity, we would not be the organization we have become and the organization that continues to grow.

Please continue to follow us on our updated website (www.mcshof.com), Facebook and Instagram.

We hope you enjoy tonight’s festivities.

Kit Klingelho�er, President 

Board of Directors
Board of Directors

Bill Atkinson
John Baker

Jennifer Brinegar
Ann Carpenter

Mark Deal
Marcus Debro
Bob Hammel

Lynn R. Houser
Patricia Houser

David Pillar
Lance Ringler
Missy Ringler
Sandy Searcy

Joe Smith

O�cers
Kit Klingelho�er, President
Grier Werner, Vice President
Amy Crozier, Secretary
Nancy Werner, Treasurer

www.mcshof.com, P. O. Box 122, Bloomington IN 47402; Email: monroecountyind@aol.com

Bloomington 
Anesthesiologists 

HALL OF FAME 
 

Allen Dunn MD, Bloomington  ‘72 
Football 
Grandson of F. A. Seward 
 
Bill Campbell MD, BHSS  ‘80 
Football, Track 
 
Bea Travis MD, BHSN  ‘80  
Band Equestrian 
 
Frank Shahbahrami MD, BHSN ‘87 
Golf 
 
Joseph Walker MD, BHSS –’96 
Basketball, Rugby 
 
Nathan Simon MD, BHSN ‘01 
Football 
 
David Dunn DO, BHSN ‘02 
Soccer, Track, Football, Rugby 
Great Grandson of F. A. Seward 
 
Larry Bowling MD 
Scottsburg  ‘64 
Basketball, Swimming,  
Tennis 
 
David Willian MD 
Chico (CA) ‘75 
Cross Country 
 
Layne Tait MD 
Los Altos (CA) ‘77 
Two Jobs 
 
Yuri Zelenin MD 
St. Petersburg (Rus) ‘78 
Karate 
 

Janet Fritsch MD 
Batesville ‘78 
Bball, VBall, Track, Tennis, 
Cheerleader 
 
Gary Gettelfinger MD 
Clarksville Providence ‘79 
Basketball 
 
George Peneff  MD 

“LLeessssoonnss  lleeaarrnneedd  iinn  aatthhlleettiiccss  llaasstt  yyoouu  aa  lliiffeettiimmee..””  

FFrreedd  AA..  SSeewwaarrdd,,  BBlloooommiinnggttoonn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll    ’’0044  ––  TTrraacckk  &&  FFiieelldd  

MMoonnrrooee  CCoouunnttyy  SSppoorrttss  HHaallll  ooff  FFaammee  CCllaassss  ooff  22001144  

Bloomington 
Anesthesiologists 

HALL OF FAME 
 
John Jesseph MD,  
Walla Walla (WS) ‘81 
 
Jeff Jackson MD 
Jeffersonville ‘81 
Wrestling, Football 
  
Mark Floyd MD 
Vincennes Lincoln ‘83 
Cross Country 
 
Plato Lysandrou MD 
English School Nicosia (Cyp) 
‘83 
Soccer, Karate, Diving 
 
Chad Johnson MD 
Argos ‘89 
BBall, Baseball, Soccer, Track 
 
Tory Gryzowka MD 
Center Grove ‘93 
 
Aaron Leis MD,  
Salem ‘94 
Basketball, Track, Golf, CC 
 
Josh Watkins MD 
Angola ‘94 
Tennis, Swimming, Track 
Lacy Brown DO 
Fulton  (TN)  ‘96 
Softball, Cheerleader 
 
James David Ridge MD 
Sullivan ‘99 
Golf, Basketball 
 
Sonia Jyoti MD 
Penn ‘99 
Tennis,  PPFootball 
 
Barry Steinkamp MD 
Evansville Mater Dei ‘99 
Basketball, Football 
 
Lori Kiefer MD 
Covington ‘01 
Basketball, Tennis 
 
Christal Greene MD 
Griffin (GA) ‘01 
Track and Cross Country 

The Physicians of  

Bloomington Anesthesiologists, P.C.  

Congratulate the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame  

Class of 2017  
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2458 S. Walnut Street, Bloomington, IN 47401
Call Us 812.822.2947

www.midwestcolorprinting.com

CONGRATULATIONS
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 2017!

Ralph Sieboldt,
Jennifer (Warthan) Hester,
Stephanie (Bassett) Orman

Congratulations

2017 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

From the BHSN Athletic Department

Ralph Sieboldt Stephanie
(Bassett)

Orman

Jennifer
(Warthan)

Hester



You did it all with style, we could not be prouder!
Love,

Your Family

Jayme, Conan, Colten,
Braydon & Landon Lane

Nathan, Lucy, Sophia & Mandy Floyd

Congratulations
on your induction into the 2017

Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO INDUCTEES OF THE 
2017 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

JOHN ADAMS
Basketball Coach

1912
Bloomington High School

JENNINGS POLLEY
Wrestling

1943
Bloomington High School

DOBBY GROSSMAN
Football, Baseball, Basketball

1971
Bloomington High School

Photo courtesy of IU Archives

MARK LITZ
Baseball, Football, Golf

1970
Bloomington High School

Photo courtesy of IU Archives

HISTORY...
TRADITION...

EXCELLENCE...

FROM THE BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 

THE PURPLE AND WHITETHE PURPLE AND WHITE



Congratulations Dr. Brad

MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME
2017 HUMANITARIAN

So proud of you!

Love, Your Family



INAUGURAL CLASS OF 2011
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HALL OF FAME SALUTES

From left: Jade Butcher (football); Bob Myers
for deceased father Cli�ord “Two Bit” Myers,
(wrestling); Deniese Smith, daughter of 
deceased father Charley McDaniel (wrestling); 
Don Shi�et (Contributor Award); Randy 
Martin father of Stacey Martin - Tenney (track 
and �eld); Missy Schwen Ryan (rowing);  Je� 
Chitwood, grandson of deceased Harold 
Mumby (coach); George Taliaferro, for 
deceased Cornelius Cook (Negro League 
Baseball); Jennifer Hooker Brinegar (swim-
ming); Dave Volz (track and �eld); Jill Watson 
(�gure skating) Beth Morgan Cunningham 
(basketball); Sarah Gates, daughter of deceased 
Joyce Gates (volleyball, golf ); Dr. Jack Deckard, 
son of deceased Tommy Deckard (track and 
�eld);  Not pictured: Cli� Wells (basketball 
coach) deceased.

From left: Dow Myers for Steve Kinser (auto 
racing); Dave Brown (football); Bob Whitlow 
(football); Ann Carpenter for husband Russ 
Carpenter (Contributor Award); Amy 
McDonald (golf and track); Tom McKinney 
(basketball coach); J.R. Holmes (basketball 
coach); George Taliaferro (Humanitarian 
Award); Rex Grossman (football) Not 
pictured: Richard Voliva (wrestling) deceased.

CLASS OF 2012

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

To contact the board, please email us at mcshofmail@gmail.com
To learn more about the Hall of Fame visit www.MCSHOF.com

Signature Achievements
• Enshrined 76 Monroe County individuals into the Monroe County Hall of Fame as of summer 2017.

• Awarded 42 Scholarships and $30,000 to local high school athletes as of summer 2017.

• Participated in community e�ort to provide headstones for 10 previously unmarked African American graves in  
  Bloomington's Rose Hill Cemetery in 2015.

Mission Statement
�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame is a not-for-pro�t organization. �e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
(Wall of Fame) is located in Fountain Square in downtown Bloomington. In addition to honoring past individuals 
for their achievements, the Hall of Fame encourages future generations of Monroe County student/athletes by 
awarding scholarship money to a male and female athlete from each of the public high schools in Monroe County. 
Each year an awards banquet is held to induct new members at the Monroe County Convention Center. Attendance 
has grown to over 300 and sells out every year.
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HALL OF FAME SALUTES

From left: Todd Yeagley (soccer); 
Pat Cassidy (wrestling); John Bush,
Bill Bush, Jim Bush, Tom Bush, sons
of deceased Noble Bush (Contributor Award 
Winner) Dan Sparks (basketball); Jared 
Je�ries (basketball); Mik Kearney (swimming);
Dave Reeve (football); Lindsey (Easton)
Benne, for deceased father Bill Easton
(track, cross country); Marge Counsilman
(Humanitarian Award winner along with
deceased husband Doc Counsilman)
Missy Ringler (golf ).

From left: Jack Crandal (football, basketball, 
track); John “Spider” Miller (amateur golf ); 
Larry Rink (Humanitarian Award); J.W. Hu�
and Lorraine Longden (son and daughter of 
deceased Fred Hu� (football coach); Jim 
Cornwell (wrestling); Cyndi Valentin (basket-
ball). Second Row from left
George Finley (Contributor Award); Chip 
Gray, Pete Gray, Charles Gray, Gary Gray, sons 
of deceased Walter Gray (football coach), Terry 
Stotts (basketball) Fred S. Dunn and Allen 
Dunn grandsons of deceased Fred Seward 
(track and �eld).

CLASS OF 2013

CLASS OF 2014

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

Congratulations Dr. Brad Bomba
on your Induction into the 

Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

1967 Big 10 Football Champions 1968 Rose Bowl Indiana Hoosiers

SEVEN YEARS AND COUNTING
Thank you sponsors and supporters

We couldn't do it without you

Kit Klingelhoffer, President
Grier Werner, Vice President  

Amy Crozier, Secretary
Nancy Werner, Treasurer

Pat Houser
David Pillar

Sandy Searcy
Joe Smith

Lance Ringler

Bill Atkinson
John Baker

Jennifer Brinegar
Ann Carpenter

Bob Hammel
Mark Deal

 Marcus Debro
Lynn Houser
Missy Ringler



CLASS OF 2015

From left: Scott May Jr. for Sean May, 
(basketball); Jade Harris and Susie Kinser,  
Hodges for deceased Sheldon Ray Kinser, 
(auto racing); Betsy (Cousins) Mulder 
(gymnastics); John M. Holmes (coach, 
basketball); Bob Hammel (Contributor 
Award); Bill Armstrong Jr., (football, swim-
ming, baseball); Amy Lanaham for deceased 
�omas Petry, (Humanitarian Award); Seth 
Debro for deceased George Shively, (Negro 
League Baseball); Charlie Warthan (coach, 
track, cross country); Kevin King (football, 
wrestling, track).

From left: Teresa Bowman Dobson for 
deceased Bobby Dobson (basketball, 
baseball); Dan Grossman (football, 
baseball); Susan Groh for deceased 
Marvin Groh (coach, baseball); Bob Kirk 
(football); Marshall Goss (track, cross 
country); Dick Sparks (basketball, baseball); 
Bill Mallory (Humanitarian Award); Tina 
(Debro) Hauger (track, swimming); Angelo 
Pizzo (Contributor Award); Vernon Pfa� 
(basketball, baseball, track).

CLASS OF 2016

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo
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SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

Diamond Sponsor - $2,500 Investment
As a Diamond level sponsor, you will receive:
Banquet table for 8 at the awards ceremony.
Company recognition in awards ceremony.
Logo placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Full-page ad in souvenir program.

Gold Event Sponsor - $2,000 Investment
As a Gold level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet table for 6 at the awards ceremony.
Company recognition in awards ceremony.

Recognition throughout the banquet.
Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Full-page ad in souvenir program.

Silver Event Sponsor - $1,000 Investment
As a Silver level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet tickets for 4 guests at the awards ceremony.
Recognition throughout the banquet.

Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.
Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.

Half-page ad in souvenir program.

Bronze Event Sponsor - $500 Investment
As a Bronze level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet tickets for 2 guests at the awards ceremony.
Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Half-page ad in souvenir program.

Friends/ Supporter Sponsor - $25 Investment
As a Friends/Supporter Level Sponsor you will receive name recognition in the souvenir program.

PROGRAM ADVERTISING
Friends and family appreciate the ability to o�er “congratulations” in the commemorative program. �is is an ideal opportunity for those

close to the inductee to express congratulatory wishes. Also, local businesses and schools may choose to participate in this fashion. Below is
information on the prices of advertisments/congratulatory messages.

Full Page   $500
Half Page   $250.00
Quarter Page   $150.00
Business Card   $75.00

Contact any board member for further information.

How you can help...



Criteria for Induction
Athletes: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as an athlete. He/she must 
be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has 
made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Coaches: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a coach. He/she must be a 
person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has made 
a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person who was 
born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Contributor: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a contributor. He/she 
must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who 
has made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County.

Humanitarian: �e nominee must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County who has made a noteworthy 
contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County. �e Humanitarian Award will be 
presented to an individual who has distinguished himself/herself in the areas of: (1) athletics excellence; (2) community 
service initiatives; and (3) humanitarian endeavors.

*To be nominated, one must have met his or her 30th birthday, or been out of the particular sport as an athlete for a
period of ten years, whichever comes �rst. Posthumous nominations will be considered immediately on an individual
basis.

CLASSES OF THE FUTURE
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HALL OF FAME SALUTES

Best Wishes and Congratulations
2017 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS

AND
2017 SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

K LUKE EADES DDS
2810 S. Walnut St. Pike
Bloomington, IN 47401
Telephone: 812-336-2688

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Invisalign
• Dental Implants

THE BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

CONGRATULATES
JERRY YEAGLEY

AND
DR. BRAD BOMBA

ON INDUCTION TO
THE MONROE

COUNTY SPORTS
HALL OF FAME

JULY 14, 2017

JERRY YEAGLEY
CONTRIBUTOR

DR. BRAD BOMBA
HUMANITARIAN

Portraits painted by  Rita Bomba, courtesy of IU Archives
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Proud Title Sponsor

CHARTER CLASS OF 2011
ATHLETES
Jade Butcher, Bloomington High School, 1965, football
Cornelius Cook, Bloomington High School, 1928, baseball
Tommy Deckard, Bloomington High School, 1934 track & �eld
Jennifer Hooker Brinegar, Mission Viejo, Cal., 1979, swimming
Stacy Martin-Tenney, Edgewood, 1999, track & �eld
Charley McDaniel, Bloomington High, 1933, football, wrestling
Beth Morgan-Cunningham, Bloomington South, 1993, basketball, tennis
Missy Schwen Ryan, Bloomington South, 1990, rowing
Dave Volz, Bloomington South, 1980, track & �eld
Jill Watson, Bloomington North, 1981, �gure skating

COACHES
Joyce Gates, Edgewood High School, volleyball, golf
Harold Mumby, Bloomington High School, football, wrestling
Cli�ord “Two-Bit” Myers, Bloomington High School, wrestling
Cli� Wells, Bloomington High School, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Don Shi�et
Note: The Humanitarian category was added in 2012.

CLASS OF 2012
ATHLETES
David Brown, Bloomington High School, 1971, football
Rex Grossman, Bloomington South, 1999, football
Steve Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1972, auto racing, wrestling
Amy McDonald, Bloomington South, 1988, track & �eld, golf
Richard Voliva, Bloomington High School, 1931, football, wrestling
Bob Whitlow, Bloomington High School, 1954, football

COACHES
J.R. Holmes, Bloomington South, basketball
Tom McKinney, Bloomington North, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Russ Carpenter

HUMANITARIAN
George Taliaferro

2012  JR Holmes

2012  Tom McKinney

 CLASS OF 2011 CLIFFORD MYERS
“TWO BIT MYERS”

1 9 1 5 -  2 0 1 7

Over 100 years and 4 generations of family

JERRY
YEAGLEY

 CONGRATULATES

AND ALL 2017 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES!

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!



CLASS OF 2014
ATHLETES
Jim Cornwell, Bloomington High School, 1971, wrestling
Jack Crandall, Bloomington High School, 1950, football, basketball, 
track
John “Spider” Miller, North Vernon High School, 1968, amateur golf 
Fred Seward, Bloomington High School, 1904, track
Terry Stotts, Bloomington North, 1976, basketball
Cyndi Valentin, Bloomington South, 2002, basketball

COACHES
Walter Gray, University High School, track, football, golf
Fred Hu�, Bloomington High School, football

CONTRIBUTOR
George Finley

HUMANITARIAN
Dr. Larry Rink

CLASS OF 2013
ATHLETES
Pat Cassidy, Bloomington North, 1995, wrestling
Jared Je�ries, Bloomington North, 2000, basketball
Mike Kearney, Bloomington South, 1973, swimming
Dave Reeve, Bloomington South, 1974, football
Missy Ringler, Edgewood, 1990, golf, basketball, track
Dan Sparks, Bloomington High School, 1963, basketball
Todd Yeagley, Bloomington South, 1991, soccer

COACH
Bill Easton, Stinesville, track, cross country

CONTRIBUTOR
Noble Bush

HUMANITARIANS
Doc and Marge Counsilman

CLASS OF 2015
ATHLETES
Bill Armstrong Jr., Bloomington High School, 1970, football,
basketball, swimming 
Betsy (Cousins) Mulder, Bloomington North, 1992, gymnastics 
Kevin King, Bloomington South, 1979, football, wrestling, track 
Sheldon Ray Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1960, auto racing 
Sean May, Bloomington North, 2002, basketball 
George “Anner” Shively, Negro Baseball All-Star

COACHES
John M. Holmes, Owensburg, 1948, basketball coach
Charlie Warthan, Edgewood, 1968; track/cross country coach,
Bloomington North

CONTRIBUTOR
Bob Hammel

HUMANITARIAN
Thomas “Doc” Petry

2013 Jared Je�ries

2014 Fred Hu�

2015 Betsy Cousins

mardonsalon.com

Bloomington,
Indiana

BEST DAY SPA BEST MASSAGE
in South-Central

Indiana

812•333•3393
www.ThatsTheRub.com



CLASS OF 2016

ATHLETES
Tina (Debro) Hauger, Bloomington North, 1982,  track swimming
Bobby Dobson, Bloomington High School, 1949, basketball, baseball
Dan Grossman, Bloomington High School, 1969, football, baseball
Bob Kirk, University High School, 1965, football
Vernon Pfa�, Ellettsville High School, 1962, basketball, baseball, track
Dick Sparks, Bloomington High School, 1960, basketball, baseball

COACHES
Marshall Goss, Bloomington South, Indiana University, track, cross country
Marvin Groh, Bloomington High School, baseball

CONTRIBUTOR
Angelo Pizzo, University High School, 1965

HUMANITARIAN
Bill Mallory, football

2016 Marshall Goss

CONTACT US:  Help U Hear, 1833 N. Kinser Pike, Bloomington, IN 47404  |  812-822-2892

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

CLASS OF 2017
ALL PURSUED EXCELLENCE WITH PASSION

American. Hearing. Excellence

Proud Supporter of

YOUR HEARING IS OUR CONCERN. HEARING
EXCELLENCE IS OUR PASSION.

CONGRATULATIONS JENNINGS POLLEY
MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE 2017

Congratulations Jennings! Well deserved! You are Legend, truly a one of  a kind.
From Bloomington South Wrestling Club and the entire Bloomington wrestling community.

JENNINGS POLLEYCongratulations

Jerry Yeagley

Congrats Jerry Yeagley

John Albertson, LUTCF
Personal Financial Representative
Allstate Financial Services, LLC

3232 Winslow Road, Ste. 300
Bloomington, IN 47401

Phone 812.331.8568
Fax 812.323.8328

Securities offered through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member NASD, SIPC



Y�r Name and Successes �e n� and
f�ev� a p�t of the M�roe C�nty Sp�ts 
Hall of Fame. We �e so pr�d of y�!

The M�tin Basse 
Family

C�atulati�s Stephanie Ann Orman



A Restaurant for all
Occasions!

1635 N. College Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47404

www.bobbyscoloradosteakhouse.com
Mon-Thur 11am-10pm

Fri-Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday Brunch 11am - 3pm

Reservation Accepted
812-332-7552

A Restaurant for all
Occasions!

1635 N. College Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47404

www.bobbyscoloradosteakhouse.com
Mon-Thur 11am-10pm

Fri-Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday Brunch 11am - 3pm

Reservation Accepted
812-332-7552

Photos courtesy of
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THE MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME, INC.
SALUTES THE SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF 2017

�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
is proud to honor these 2017 seniors
whose combination of academic and

athletic hars of achievement have
intersected at the highest level.

DENVER AYDELOTT GRACE HASKETT

MATTHEW JERDENSERENAH MORRIS

LOGAN THOMAS CALVINMCKENZEY RIDGE

BLOOMINGTON
NORTH H.S.

EDGEWOOD
HIGH SCHOOL

BLOOMINGTON
SOUTH H.S.

SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF 2017



SALUTING SCHOLAR ATHLETES

EDGEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
Denver Aydelott, wrestling, track, cross country, football: Earned 11 letters in four years … All-Area wrestler … won 32 matches his 
senior year and 112 for his career … 3 conference titles, 2 sectional titles, 1 regional title … recorded second most takedowns in Edgewood 
history … also 2-time all-conference in track … ran leg on Edgewood’s state-qualifying 1,600 relay team … Academic Honors Diploma 
… will attend Otterbein University on Provost’s Scholarship and Otterbein Endowed Scholarship.

Serenah Morris, soccer, basketball, softball: All-Area in basketball, softball; helped Edgewood softball team to regional title this year with 
.383 batting average… leading scorer, MVP on girls’ basketball team; also MVP in soccer … academic all-conference in all 3 sports … 
played in High School Basketball Coaches All-Star Game … Academic Honors Diploma … Mustang Award winner …. will continue 
softball career at University of Southern Indiana on David L. Merit Scholarship

BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL NORTH
Logan �omas Calvin, football, basketball, track: 2-time state quali�er in shot put, discus … 2-time Herald-Times Track & Field 
Athlete of the Year …�nished 2nd at state in shot put and third in discus this year … �nished 3rd in state shot put as junior … All-Con-
ference Indiana defensive lineman in football … starter on North basketball team … will continue track career at Indiana State … 
academic honors include Leaders of Tomorrow and Cougar Leader.

McKenzey Ridge, softball: Herald-Times Softball Player of the Year, 2016, ’17 … pitched North to 2016 sectional title … one of most 
dominant softball pitchers in Monroe County history with over 800 career strikeouts … All-Area, All-Conference all four years … named 
to all-state team by Indiana Coaches of Girls’ Sports … Honor Roll and Cougar leader … will continue softball career at Indiana 
Wesleyan.

BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH
Grace Haskett, swimming: Herald-Times Girls’ Swimmer of the Year … won state titles in 50 freestyle and 100 backstroke with third 
fastest times in state history … also swam leg on 200 medley relay team that �nished second … also medaled at state her sophomore year 
at Columbus North before transferring to Bloomington South in 2015 … participated in Speedo Junior Nationals … will continue career 
at Indiana University … Conference Indiana Scholar Athlete, National Honor Society, U.S. Marines Scholarship.

Matthew Jerden, swimming: 2-time Herald-Times Swimmer of the Year … 2017 state champion in 100 backstroke … quali�ed for state 
all four years, winning 11 medals, including 5 top 3 �nishes … will continue career at Indiana University … Conference Indiana Scholar 
Athlete, National Honor Society, President’s Award, U.S. Marines Scholarship, 4.0 GPA.

Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Scholar-Athletes of 2017

2011
Dylan Anderson, North

Jordan Barker, North
Ashley Lewandowski, South

Laura Luther, Edgewood
Darren Mehay, South

Jared Simoneaux, Edgewood

2013
Olivia Ashba, Edgewood
Priyanka Ghosh, South

Max Irwin, North
Reece Phillips, Edgewood

Ronnie Schneider, III, South
Christina Zerfas, North

2016
Tucker Blackwell, South

Gracie Heeb, North
Malik La¢oon, North
Cherise Otter, South

Brayden Patton, Edgewood
Erin Sher�eld, Edgewood

2015
Denise Azcui, South

Ian Bailey, North
Brooke Collins, North

Marielle Delos Santos, Edgewood
Ian Finnerty, South

Hank Phillips, Edgewood
Deakin Volz, South

2012
Michael Bower, South

Angela Hacker, Edgewood
Michaela Hull, South
Alex St. John, North
Sam Sheldon, North

Bryan Wells, Edgewood

2014
Vanessa Brown, Edgewood

Gus Dajani, South
Patrick Mosby, Edgewood

Kate Raphael, North
Grant Sims, North

Alex Warzyniak, South

Congratulations to the  
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame  

Class of 2017!
Before or after the game, the match, the round or the meet, visit Wagon Wheel!  

choice premium hand-cut meats and our catering department offers  
on or off-site catering for events of all sizes.

WagonWheelBloomington.com
WagonWheelBloomington

1915 South Walnut Street 
Next to Smith’s Shoe Center

Tel: 812.333.2420
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CLASS OF 2017 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

Stephanie Bassett-Orman, Bloomington High School North, '84, track, cross coun-
try – All-state in both track and cross country, winning the state title in track's 
1,600-meter run in 1984; �nished 4th in 1983; competed in IHSAA's �rst girls' cross 
country meet in 1981, �nishing 17th; quali�ed for Mid-East Meet of Champions in 
1984; went on to be a contributing runner on Wisconsin's 1984 and '85 NCAA cham-
pions; member of four Big Ten champs at Wisconsin, �nishing 10th as an individual 
her freshman year; in 2006, at age 39, she �nished 3rd in the Masters Division of the 
Chicago Marathon. 

Dobby Grossman, Bloomington High School, ’71, football, basketball, baseball – 
Most proli�c quarterback in city history on highest-scoring 10-0 Panther team in 
60-game winning streak … 36 touchdown passes, 6 more rushing, 2,635 yards total 
o�ense as senior … school-record 6 in one game … team 20-0 as starter … shortstop, 
outstanding all-round leader on baseball teams, hit .298 as sophomore for 1969 State 
runner-up team, .342 as senior  … 2-year starter, 3-year letterman in basketball … 
starting quarterback for Paul Dietzel at South Carolina, then for Lee Corso at IU.

Mark Litz, Bloomington High School, ‘70, baseball, football, golf – Outstanding 
pitcher, player at all levels of youth baseball up through high school; drafted by Seattle, 
Cincinnati, elected to go to IU … in football, All-State as end, punter on unbeaten ’69 
BHS team, all despite diabetes that �rst threatened career at 15 … Tommy John surgery 
on pitching elbow after sophomore year at IU, lettered in golf as junior, senior … 3-time 
Bloomington City golf champion, Hall of Famer … also won Indianapolis District … 
became golf pro in 1984, PGA Golf Professional in 1990 … 22-year teaching pro at 
Cascades course … introduced “Hook a Kid on Golf ” and junior programs … also pro 
at IU, Eagle Point courses … despite losing right foot in 2014 mowing accident, he 
continues as teaching pro with prosthesis.

Cory Martin, Edgewood ’03, track and 
eld – State and NCAA champion, 3rd–ranked shot putter in 
world in 2011 with 72-6¼ career best – still 20th-best on all-time world list … won 2003 State discus 
title, 2nd in shot put … 9-time all-American at Auburn, won 2008 NCAA outdoors shot put and 
hammer – named by coaches 2008 USA eld athlete of year … one of best all-round throwers in U.S. 
history … made U.S. team for World Outdoor Championships in Moscow, also 2010 World Indoor 
Championships … Inducted Indiana Track Coaches Hall of Fame 2011 … joined IU coaching sta� 2014 
after two years as volunteer.

Jennings Polley, Bloomington High School, ‘43, wrestling – 2-time state champion, one-time 
runner-up as leader of Panther teams that won state championships all three of his varsity years .. won at 
95 pounds as sophomore, 127 pounds as senior … inducted in Indiana Wrestling Coaches Hall of Fame 
1974.

Jennifer (Warthan) Hester, Bloomington High School North ’92, track, cross country – After a fall at 
the nish line denied her a title in junior year, came back to win it in 1991; awarded IHSAA Mental 
Attitude Award that year….second in 2 events (1,600 and 3,200) in 1991 state meet….as freshman, 
second in 3,200 at state … second in 1991 Mid-East cross country championships, with second-best 
5,000-meter time in meet history…coached girls’ track and cross country at North and also served as girls’ 
athletic director … coached 2 sectional and regional champions in both track and cross country; 2007 CC 
squad won semistate and nished fth at state; coached 2 individual champions in track ( Michelle 
Smith, Rachel Deloney); inducted into Indiana Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 2002 
… now teaches health at Columbus North …. husband Je� Hester is the Columbus North athletic 
director … they have ve children.

BBQ TRAINCatering

Call Us Today! (812) 219-7731

@ BBQtrain1
www.facebook.com/BarbequeTrain

www.bbqtrain.com

CongratulationsCongratulations
 

From Your Friends at the 
BBQ Train!

Specializing In
    OFFICE PARTIES     GRADUATIONS - 
WEDDINGS - TAILGATES - REUNIONS - 
REHEARSAL DINNERS - AND MUCH MORE!

to
M.C. Sports Hall

of Fame Inductees
of 2017



RALPH SIEBOLDT, COACH
MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME 2017

CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR INDUCTION

INTO THE HALL OF
FAME

WE COULDN’T BE PROUDER OF YOU!
AN INSPIRATION TO ALL THOSE

AROUND YOU.
LOVED BY YOUR FAMILY

LINDA, LORI, MAX, ABI, TRACY,
BRION, TESSA AND TARA

CONGRATULATIONS TO  

CORY MARTIN 
on his Induction into the  

2017 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS 
HALL OF FAME  

FROM ALL OF US AT THE  
IRON PIT GYM! 

From small school to the biggest stage in the 
world, you are our champion! 

 

 
Iron Pit Gym 
122 E. Miller Drive, Bloomington , IN 47401 
E-mail:  info@ironpit.com 
Phone: (812) 339-1679 
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Stephanie Bassett-Orman, Bloomington High School North, '84, track, cross coun-
try – All-state in both track and cross country, winning the state title in track's 
1,600-meter run in 1984; �nished 4th in 1983; competed in IHSAA's �rst girls' cross 
country meet in 1981, �nishing 17th; quali�ed for Mid-East Meet of Champions in 
1984; went on to be a contributing runner on Wisconsin's 1984 and '85 NCAA cham-
pions; member of four Big Ten champs at Wisconsin, �nishing 10th as an individual 
her freshman year; in 2006, at age 39, she �nished 3rd in the Masters Division of the 
Chicago Marathon. 

Dobby Grossman, Bloomington High School, ’71, football, basketball, baseball – 
Most proli�c quarterback in city history on highest-scoring 10-0 Panther team in 
60-game winning streak … 36 touchdown passes, 6 more rushing, 2,635 yards total 
o�ense as senior … school-record 6 in one game … team 20-0 as starter … shortstop, 
outstanding all-round leader on baseball teams, hit .298 as sophomore for 1969 State 
runner-up team, .342 as senior  … 2-year starter, 3-year letterman in basketball … 
starting quarterback for Paul Dietzel at South Carolina, then for Lee Corso at IU.

Mark Litz, Bloomington High School, ‘70, baseball, football, golf – Outstanding 
pitcher, player at all levels of youth baseball up through high school; drafted by Seattle, 
Cincinnati, elected to go to IU … in football, All-State as end, punter on unbeaten ’69 
BHS team, all despite diabetes that �rst threatened career at 15 … Tommy John surgery 
on pitching elbow after sophomore year at IU, lettered in golf as junior, senior … 3-time 
Bloomington City golf champion, Hall of Famer … also won Indianapolis District … 
became golf pro in 1984, PGA Golf Professional in 1990 … 22-year teaching pro at 
Cascades course … introduced “Hook a Kid on Golf ” and junior programs … also pro 
at IU, Eagle Point courses … despite losing right foot in 2014 mowing accident, he 
continues as teaching pro with prosthesis.

Cory Martin, Edgewood ’03, track and 
eld – State and NCAA champion, 3rd–ranked shot putter in 
world in 2011 with 72-6¼ career best – still 20th-best on all-time world list … won 2003 State discus 
title, 2nd in shot put … 9-time all-American at Auburn, won 2008 NCAA outdoors shot put and 
hammer – named by coaches 2008 USA eld athlete of year … one of best all-round throwers in U.S. 
history … made U.S. team for World Outdoor Championships in Moscow, also 2010 World Indoor 
Championships … Inducted Indiana Track Coaches Hall of Fame 2011 … joined IU coaching sta� 2014 
after two years as volunteer.

Jennings Polley, Bloomington High School, ‘43, wrestling – 2-time state champion, one-time 
runner-up as leader of Panther teams that won state championships all three of his varsity years .. won at 
95 pounds as sophomore, 127 pounds as senior … inducted in Indiana Wrestling Coaches Hall of Fame 
1974.

Jennifer (Warthan) Hester, Bloomington High School North ’92, track, cross country – After a fall at 
the nish line denied her a title in junior year, came back to win it in 1991; awarded IHSAA Mental 
Attitude Award that year….second in 2 events (1,600 and 3,200) in 1991 state meet….as freshman, 
second in 3,200 at state … second in 1991 Mid-East cross country championships, with second-best 
5,000-meter time in meet history…coached girls’ track and cross country at North and also served as girls’ 
athletic director … coached 2 sectional and regional champions in both track and cross country; 2007 CC 
squad won semistate and nished fth at state; coached 2 individual champions in track ( Michelle 
Smith, Rachel Deloney); inducted into Indiana Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 2002 
… now teaches health at Columbus North …. husband Je� Hester is the Columbus North athletic 
director … they have ve children.



CLASS OF 2017 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

John Adams, Bloomington High School, 1912, basketball coach – Played on school’s 
�rst basketball team (1911) … attended IU, began coaching at Smithville – 86-24 in 
four seasons there … at Vincennes, became local and state legend in 19-year career that 
included 438-158 record, 19 straight sectional championships, 8 regionals, state title in 
1923 … �rst Indiana coach to win 500 games … 6,200-seat Coliseum at Vincennes 
named for him …  also coached football, baseball, track and golf; school’s athletic 
director for 39 years, retiring in 1959 … inducted in Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame 
1970 … deceased 1964. 

Ralph Sieboldt, coach, Bloomington High School North, track, cross country – A 
1963 Bloomington High grad, he won the sectional in the mile … began coaching boys’ 
cross country and track at Indian Creek High School from 1969-1978, winning confer-
ence titles in both ...  coached girls’ cross country and track from 1979-2000 at Bloom-
ington North, winning 19 sectionals, 11 regionals and placing in the state’s top �ve on 
�ve occasions … coached three state champions in track, Stephanie Bassett, Amanda 
Warthan and Sara Fields ...  coached one cross country champion, Jennifer Warthan … 
coached three mental attitude award winners, Jennifer Warthan, Amanda Warthan, Sara 
Fields ...  served as boys’ athletic director at North from 1986-1991 and 1994-2002 ...  
was meet director for indoor track meets at Indiana University from 1984-2000 and 
directed �ve IHSAA state cross country meets hosted by IU ...  worked 1988 and 1996 
Track Olympic Trials and served on the operations team for the 1996 Olympics ...  in 
1985 was selected Cross Country Coach of the Year by Indiana Association of Track 
and Cross Country Coaches ...  named TAC O�cial of Year in 1989 and inducted into 
Indiana Track Hall of Fame in 2004 …  track at North bears his name.  

Photos courtesy of IU Archives Photos courtesy of IU Archives

Jerry Yeagley, soccer, Contributor Award – played on West Chester (Pa.) national 
championship team (1963) … started varsity soccer at Indiana University in 1973 went 
on to become all-time NCAA leader in coaching victories with 541 …  won 6 national 
championships, led teams to College Cup (soccer’s Final Four) 16 times, national 
championship game 12 times….won 10 regular season Big Ten championships and 10 
Big Ten tournament championships … 8-time Big Ten Coach of Year, 6-time National 
Coach of Year … 1989 inductee United States Soccer Federation Hall of Fame … 
Pennsylvania Athletic Hall of Fame, 1988 … IU’s Armstrong Stadium playing �eld 
named for him 2004 ... in 2008 voted coach for NCAA Division I men’s soccer 50th 
anniversary all-time team … through successful summer youth camp, key to building 
boys’ and girls’ soccer as a leading statewide youth and high school sport … chaired 
NCAA Soccer Committee … president of Intercollegiate Soccer Association … son 
Todd a 2013 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame inductee, only father-son combina-
tion to coach teams to Division I national championships at same school.

Dr. Brad Bomba, sports medicine, Humanitarian Award – Bloomington family 
doctor, Indiana University team physician….outstanding high school player in Chicago, 
3-year starter as end at IU, 1954-56….All-Big Ten in 1955….3 time Academic All-Big 
Ten and 1955 Academic All-American….played in 1956 East-West game and Senior 
Bowl and 1957 College All-Star game….rejected NFL contract to enter IU medical 
school … served as team physician for all IU athletic teams from 1962-70 and served as 
basketball team physician for almost 30 years; also Bloomington High School South 
team physician, Chairman of Sports Medicine for the Indiana State Medical Associa-
tion … received IU’s Z.G. Clevenger Award 1977 … he and wife Rita parents of �ve 
outstanding high school, college athletes.

CLASS OF 2017 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

Eclectic 
shopping event 

returns to 
Bloomington 

August 5th!

Mark your calendars! The Stone Mill 
Market returns August 5th from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at The Warehouse at 1525 
South Rogers Street in Bloomington for a 
fun day of shopping! Admission is $1 per 
adult 18 and over, and 100% benefits 
Community Kitchen. Parking is FREE.

StoneMillMarket.com TheStoneMillMarket
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John Adams, Bloomington High School, 1912, basketball coach – Played on school’s 
�rst basketball team (1911) … attended IU, began coaching at Smithville – 86-24 in 
four seasons there … at Vincennes, became local and state legend in 19-year career that 
included 438-158 record, 19 straight sectional championships, 8 regionals, state title in 
1923 … �rst Indiana coach to win 500 games … 6,200-seat Coliseum at Vincennes 
named for him …  also coached football, baseball, track and golf; school’s athletic 
director for 39 years, retiring in 1959 … inducted in Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame 
1970 … deceased 1964. 

Ralph Sieboldt, coach, Bloomington High School North, track, cross country – A 
1963 Bloomington High grad, he won the sectional in the mile … began coaching boys’ 
cross country and track at Indian Creek High School from 1969-1978, winning confer-
ence titles in both ...  coached girls’ cross country and track from 1979-2000 at Bloom-
ington North, winning 19 sectionals, 11 regionals and placing in the state’s top �ve on 
�ve occasions … coached three state champions in track, Stephanie Bassett, Amanda 
Warthan and Sara Fields ...  coached one cross country champion, Jennifer Warthan … 
coached three mental attitude award winners, Jennifer Warthan, Amanda Warthan, Sara 
Fields ...  served as boys’ athletic director at North from 1986-1991 and 1994-2002 ...  
was meet director for indoor track meets at Indiana University from 1984-2000 and 
directed �ve IHSAA state cross country meets hosted by IU ...  worked 1988 and 1996 
Track Olympic Trials and served on the operations team for the 1996 Olympics ...  in 
1985 was selected Cross Country Coach of the Year by Indiana Association of Track 
and Cross Country Coaches ...  named TAC O�cial of Year in 1989 and inducted into 
Indiana Track Hall of Fame in 2004 …  track at North bears his name.  
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Jerry Yeagley, soccer, Contributor Award – played on West Chester (Pa.) national 
championship team (1963) … started varsity soccer at Indiana University in 1973 went 
on to become all-time NCAA leader in coaching victories with 541 …  won 6 national 
championships, led teams to College Cup (soccer’s Final Four) 16 times, national 
championship game 12 times….won 10 regular season Big Ten championships and 10 
Big Ten tournament championships … 8-time Big Ten Coach of Year, 6-time National 
Coach of Year … 1989 inductee United States Soccer Federation Hall of Fame … 
Pennsylvania Athletic Hall of Fame, 1988 … IU’s Armstrong Stadium playing �eld 
named for him 2004 ... in 2008 voted coach for NCAA Division I men’s soccer 50th 
anniversary all-time team … through successful summer youth camp, key to building 
boys’ and girls’ soccer as a leading statewide youth and high school sport … chaired 
NCAA Soccer Committee … president of Intercollegiate Soccer Association … son 
Todd a 2013 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame inductee, only father-son combina-
tion to coach teams to Division I national championships at same school.

Dr. Brad Bomba, sports medicine, Humanitarian Award – Bloomington family 
doctor, Indiana University team physician….outstanding high school player in Chicago, 
3-year starter as end at IU, 1954-56….All-Big Ten in 1955….3 time Academic All-Big 
Ten and 1955 Academic All-American….played in 1956 East-West game and Senior 
Bowl and 1957 College All-Star game….rejected NFL contract to enter IU medical 
school … served as team physician for all IU athletic teams from 1962-70 and served as 
basketball team physician for almost 30 years; also Bloomington High School South 
team physician, Chairman of Sports Medicine for the Indiana State Medical Associa-
tion … received IU’s Z.G. Clevenger Award 1977 … he and wife Rita parents of �ve 
outstanding high school, college athletes.
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In Memory of

Steve Sturgeon
1951-2016

Long-time sportswriter for
The Ellettsville Journal

Deeply missed by all.

www.iucu.orgwww.iucu.org

812-855-7823  •  iucu.org  Federally insured by NCUA

• Online Banking & Mobile Banking 
  with Mobile Deposit

• Apps for Android, Apple & 
  Kindle Fire

• Nationwide ATM network

• Shared Branching network

• And more!

Manage your finances and apply
for a loan online anytime at:

Whether you’re home or away, you’ll
always have home field advantage.

IU Credit Union is never too far away.

Congratulations Mark!
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JOHN ADAMS: AN ALL-TIME COACHING GREAT

JOHN ADAMS
By Bob Hammel

Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

JOHN ADAMS

�e 1912 Bloomington High School Gothic, the school’s yearbook, included in its 
Senior Class Prophecy:

John Adams likes the farming best,       
Although the city’s grand, 
He’s going back to Morris Creek, 
To work on father’s land.

�e prophet just didn’t know John Adams. And, no wonder. �e real John Adams hadn’t 
been allowed to surface yet.

John Adams was one of the �rst great names in Indiana high school basketball 
coaching. When he retired from coaching 27 years after that prophecy but still just in 
his mid-40s, he was:

• �e �rst (and at that point the only) 500-game winner in Indiana high school                   
  basketball coaching;

• Possessor of the longest winning streak in state history (which had stood for 17 years  
   and was to remain for 17 more);

• Coach of the state-championship team with the most victories ever (34).

But in that same yearbook, under Athletics, was this note:

e prospects for basketball looked good. But … no �oor could be secured, and the squad was 
forced to disband without playing a game.

�e plaque in the Indiana High School Basketball Hall of Fame at New Castle which 
went up with his induction in 1970 says, “He played on Bloomington High School’s �rst 
basketball team.” 

�at’s true. He lettered on the 1910-11 Panther team, as a junior. But as the Gothic 
noted, it turned out he was a senior the last year when BHS did not have a basketball 
team. By 1912-13, a gym had been built and the city where the jewel known as the 
Indiana high school basketball tournament began two years earlier �nally had a place for 
its own high school to play.

Meanwhile, John Adams left the farm to attend Indiana University, from where in 1916 
he headed right into his own piece of history. Not far from his home ground he became 
the �rst basketball coach at Smithville, went 86-24 there, and when the coaching job 
opened at Vincennes after the 1919-20 season, he got the job.

�ere, he is a legend. In 19 years, his teams won 19 sectionals and never lost a sectional 
game, a winning streak of 70. His �rst VHS team won its �rst eight games, �nished 
35-6, went to the 16-team State Tournament at Bloomington and lost in the second 
round to Anderson.

�e next year, Vincennes won its �rst 38 games. �is was the year when 
Franklin – no longer truly the “Wonder Five” with some of the keys 
from its 1920 and ’21 champions graduated but with all-timer Fuzzy 
Vandivier there as a senior – was to win its record third straight State. 
But, when the tournament began, unbeaten Vincennes was No. 
1-ranked. �e Alices and Franklin never met; Vincennes was upset at 
the State by John’s alma mater, Bloomington, which it had beaten at 
Bloomington during the season, 30-18.

�at 38-game winning streak remained the state record until Oscar 
Robertson came along at Indianapolis Crispus Attucks, and, on the way 
to the �rst perfect-record state championship in 1955-56, won 45 in a 
row. �at record wasn’t topped until Lawrence North won 50 straight 
50 years later. �at’s the progression: set in 1922, broken in 1956, 
re-broken in 2006, and not since.

Adams and Vincennes didn’t mope long after the ’22 upset. �e next 
year, the Alices capped o¥ a 34-1 season by beating Muncie for the 
state championship, 27-18.

�rough the championship season, Vincennes had been playing its 
home games in a relatively new gym but one built in a junior high 
school. For Adams to put together the schedule he did empha-
sized the stature his program had attained and some salesmanship 
on his part, because, Vincennes Commercial sports editor George 
W. Purcell wrote in 1926, “�e ridicule of the state was being 
¦aunted at Vincennes’ ‘cheesebox’ gym ...”

By then, a citizens/fans group had formed, and more than 3,300 
pledged to pay for construction of a $100,000 Gothic-style 
coliseum with a seating capacity just over 6,000. Construction was 
completed in six months, and with extra seats on the gym ¦oor for 
special programs, it could accommodate 7,500 for special shows 
such as local star Red Skelton as well as names like Will Rogers, 
Gene Autry and Dick Clark. �e building was ready for the 
1926-27 season and remained the Alices’ home through the 1988 
sectional. Its last 27 years it bore the name John L. Adams 
Coliseum.

In the eighth game of his �nal coaching season, 1939, Adams’s Vincennes team routed Sullivan, 44-18 – a victory that made Adams 
the �rst Indiana high school basketball coach to win 500 games. He �nished with 514 career victories. He then served as Vincennes 
athletic director for 39 years before retiring in 1959. He died in 1964.

�e second Hoosier coach to reach 500 was another Bloomington product, Cli¥ Wells, who did it with the seventh win of his 20-9 
Logansport team during the 1941-42 season. Both are in the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame and now the Monroe County Sports 
Hall of Fame. Wells was a member of the MCSHOF Charter Class of 2011. He is still the youngest coach ever to win a state 
championship at age 22 while coaching Bloomington in 1919. He later coached Logansport, to its only state championship in 1934.
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JOHN ADAMS

�e 1912 Bloomington High School Gothic, the school’s yearbook, included in its 
Senior Class Prophecy:

John Adams likes the farming best,       
Although the city’s grand, 
He’s going back to Morris Creek, 
To work on father’s land.

�e prophet just didn’t know John Adams. And, no wonder. �e real John Adams hadn’t 
been allowed to surface yet.

John Adams was one of the �rst great names in Indiana high school basketball 
coaching. When he retired from coaching 27 years after that prophecy but still just in 
his mid-40s, he was:

• �e �rst (and at that point the only) 500-game winner in Indiana high school                   
  basketball coaching;

• Possessor of the longest winning streak in state history (which had stood for 17 years  
   and was to remain for 17 more);

• Coach of the state-championship team with the most victories ever (34).

But in that same yearbook, under Athletics, was this note:

e prospects for basketball looked good. But … no �oor could be secured, and the squad was 
forced to disband without playing a game.

�e plaque in the Indiana High School Basketball Hall of Fame at New Castle which 
went up with his induction in 1970 says, “He played on Bloomington High School’s �rst 
basketball team.” 

�at’s true. He lettered on the 1910-11 Panther team, as a junior. But as the Gothic 
noted, it turned out he was a senior the last year when BHS did not have a basketball 
team. By 1912-13, a gym had been built and the city where the jewel known as the 
Indiana high school basketball tournament began two years earlier �nally had a place for 
its own high school to play.

Meanwhile, John Adams left the farm to attend Indiana University, from where in 1916 
he headed right into his own piece of history. Not far from his home ground he became 
the �rst basketball coach at Smithville, went 86-24 there, and when the coaching job 
opened at Vincennes after the 1919-20 season, he got the job.

�ere, he is a legend. In 19 years, his teams won 19 sectionals and never lost a sectional 
game, a winning streak of 70. His �rst VHS team won its �rst eight games, �nished 
35-6, went to the 16-team State Tournament at Bloomington and lost in the second 
round to Anderson.

�e next year, Vincennes won its �rst 38 games. �is was the year when 
Franklin – no longer truly the “Wonder Five” with some of the keys 
from its 1920 and ’21 champions graduated but with all-timer Fuzzy 
Vandivier there as a senior – was to win its record third straight State. 
But, when the tournament began, unbeaten Vincennes was No. 
1-ranked. �e Alices and Franklin never met; Vincennes was upset at 
the State by John’s alma mater, Bloomington, which it had beaten at 
Bloomington during the season, 30-18.

�at 38-game winning streak remained the state record until Oscar 
Robertson came along at Indianapolis Crispus Attucks, and, on the way 
to the �rst perfect-record state championship in 1955-56, won 45 in a 
row. �at record wasn’t topped until Lawrence North won 50 straight 
50 years later. �at’s the progression: set in 1922, broken in 1956, 
re-broken in 2006, and not since.

Adams and Vincennes didn’t mope long after the ’22 upset. �e next 
year, the Alices capped o¥ a 34-1 season by beating Muncie for the 
state championship, 27-18.

�rough the championship season, Vincennes had been playing its 
home games in a relatively new gym but one built in a junior high 
school. For Adams to put together the schedule he did empha-
sized the stature his program had attained and some salesmanship 
on his part, because, Vincennes Commercial sports editor George 
W. Purcell wrote in 1926, “�e ridicule of the state was being 
¦aunted at Vincennes’ ‘cheesebox’ gym ...”

By then, a citizens/fans group had formed, and more than 3,300 
pledged to pay for construction of a $100,000 Gothic-style 
coliseum with a seating capacity just over 6,000. Construction was 
completed in six months, and with extra seats on the gym ¦oor for 
special programs, it could accommodate 7,500 for special shows 
such as local star Red Skelton as well as names like Will Rogers, 
Gene Autry and Dick Clark. �e building was ready for the 
1926-27 season and remained the Alices’ home through the 1988 
sectional. Its last 27 years it bore the name John L. Adams 
Coliseum.

In the eighth game of his �nal coaching season, 1939, Adams’s Vincennes team routed Sullivan, 44-18 – a victory that made Adams 
the �rst Indiana high school basketball coach to win 500 games. He �nished with 514 career victories. He then served as Vincennes 
athletic director for 39 years before retiring in 1959. He died in 1964.

�e second Hoosier coach to reach 500 was another Bloomington product, Cli¥ Wells, who did it with the seventh win of his 20-9 
Logansport team during the 1941-42 season. Both are in the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame and now the Monroe County Sports 
Hall of Fame. Wells was a member of the MCSHOF Charter Class of 2011. He is still the youngest coach ever to win a state 
championship at age 22 while coaching Bloomington in 1919. He later coached Logansport, to its only state championship in 1934.
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A doctor.

As early as the seventh grade Brad Bomba knew -- he just knew -- he wanted to be a 
doctor.

He certainly could have become an NFL football player  and probably a darned good one.  
An outstanding end at Indiana University, Bomba was All-Big Ten in 1956, where he led 
the league in pass receptions.  As a sophomore he had 154 receiving yards in a game 
against Northwestern, setting an IU record that stood for 12 years. Two years later he 
caught nine passes against Northwestern,  an IU record for 10 years. 

He was IU’s Most Valuable Player in ’56 and played in the East-West Shrine Game, the 
Senior Bowl and, in the summer of ’57, the College All-Star game in his hometown 
Chicago.  In addition to all his athletic exploits he was smart, Indiana’s �rst Academic 
All-American and a three-time Academic All-Big Ten.

Bomba was on a path to an opening day roster spot with the Washington Redskins, 
signing an $11,500 contract and playing in two exhibition games, when he chose to walk 
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away.  All because he wanted to be a doctor.
“I was afraid if I played in the pros, I might not have had the ambition to come back to 
school,” Bomba says. “Pro football was not in my mind.”

Pro football’s loss was Bloomington’s gain. After spending �ve years at IU’s Medical School, 
Bomba opened a practice in Bloomington in 1961, a career that spanned over 40 years before 
his retirement in 2004.  And it is what he did in that career that earned his selection into the 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame as the winner of Humanitarian Award for 2017.

Not only did Bomba serve the Bloomington community well, he was asked early in his career 
to be IU’s team physician for all sports, among them IU’s basketball team. He served in that 
capacity for over 25 years, most with coach Bob Knight.  

In the late 60s Bomba became the team physician for Bloomington 
High/South, annually giving free physicals to hundreds of athletes 
yearly, a practice that lasted about 25 years.

“I had a cadre of docs I recruited, and we did the physicals for the 
athletes in every sport,” he says. “And I always worked kids into my 
o�ce hours if they needed to be seen for any reason.”
Talk about busy:  Bomba estimates he delivered around 2,000 babies 
into this world. 

“It’s really what I wanted to do when I started out,” he says.

Now at age 81, even after losing beloved wife Rita almost two years 
ago, and struggling with his own physical maladies (knees, shoulder, 
neck, etc., etc.) the “good doc” has no regrets.  He has absolutely 
loved living in Bloomington  -- “great location, beautiful, great 
town. I was in heaven.” 

He is very proud of his children, and rightly so.  He has �ve sons, all 
of whom reside in Bloomington -- Brad Jr. (who followed his Dad 
and is a Bloomington physician), Joe (who owns Bloomington 
Professional Carpet Cleaners), Chris (a �nancial adviser with 
Hilliard Lyons), Eric (who works with the Cook Group), and Matt 
(a four-year football player at IU and now owner of his own heating 
and air conditioning business, Air-Tech).  Daughter Beth lives in 
Chicago.

A great family and a great career in a rewarding profession. 

“It was all good,” he says.

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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First there was nephew Rex (2012), followed by brother Dan (2016) – 
and now, Dobby becomes the third member of the Grossman family to 
be inducted into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“It’s a great honor,” the younger Grossman says.  “Really, for Rex and 
Dan to already be in the Hall of Fame ahead of me, it was a great thrill 
to see them do it.  It’s a thrill to be honored by your hometown and your 
home area, and I’m really proud of it.”

Now retired and living in Florence, South Carolina, Grossman has great 
memories from his youth and playing days at Bloomington High, where 
he excelled in football and baseball and was also a three-year letterman in 
basketball. 

Dobby led undefeated teams (20-0) as a quarterback, part of a 60-game 
undefeated streak under coaches Fred Hu� and Tom Sells.  Dan was the 

starting quarterback when the streak started (1969) and Dobby followed.  He became the 
most proli�c quarterback on the highest-scoring team in school history – his senior year 
throwing for 36 touchdowns, rushing for six more, totaling 2,635 yards in o�ense.

“We started running the sprint-option o�ense under Coach Hu� when Dan was the 
quarterback,” Grossman says.  “It really started with Dan at quarterback and David Brown  
(a 2012 inductee) at tailback.  Al Gallo was our quarterback coach, and I thought he was just 
a great o�ensive coach.”

Dobby started his college football career at South Carolina, but that wasn’t the original 
choice.  He was set to attend Duke, but that school changed coaches before he signed his 
national letter of intent and the new coach stating “they didn’t need another quarterback.”

“Doug Behrman was a wide receiver on our team, and he sent a 
tape of me to South Carolina,” Grossman says. “�ey started 
recruiting me pretty heavily, so I decided to go there.”

After redshirting as a freshman Grossman started for the Game-
cocks as a sophomore, but he had some complications and wanted 
to come back home and play at Indiana. Hoosier coach Lee Corso 
was “very receptive to that,” Grossman says.

Once again Dobby was the third in succession at IU.  His father 
Rex Grossman, Sr. was a letterman in 1946-47 earned his spot in 
Hoosier lore by kicking a 30-year �eld goal against Purdue in ’47 
to provide the winning margin in a 16-14 upset win.  Dan was a 

three-year letterman (1970-72), starting some games at 
quarterback in ’70 before switching and becoming a starter at 
linebacker. Dobby lettered in 1975 as a reserve quarterback. 
Dobby credits his upbringing for his athletic success. 

“We played every sport,” he says. “We were never held back 
from playing every sport.  My Dad coached us in Little 
League and was always encouraging us.  A lot of parents these 
days are trying to get their kids to specialize in one sport, but 
we played them all.”

Was there ever con¡ict between Dobby and older brother 
Danny?  “Heck no,” Dobby laughed  “He was always about a 
foot taller. We had some great athletes in high school – Mark 
Litz (a fellow Hall of Fame inductee this year) and Bill 
Armstrong (2015 Hall of Famer) were great all-around 
athletes. And we had some really great coaches. Coach Groh 
(Marvin, a 2016 inductee) was such a great coach and a great 
human being. It was a fun time.” 
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All you need to know about Jennifer (Warthan) Hester is that there is no quit in this 
woman.

As a great distance runner at Bloomington North in the late 1980s and early 1990s, her 
story is as much about failure as it is about triumph. In both her sophomore and junior 
years, she was headed for top 10 �nishes in the state cross country meet, only to collapse 
within a few yards of the �nish line. �at junior season, she was well ahead of the pack and 
on her way to victory when she crumpled to the ground. In her delirium she tried to get to 
her feet, but runner after runner passed her before she staggered to a 14th place �nish.

A year later, Hester found herself in the same spot, facing the same ghosts, but this time her 
body did not fail her. She not only walked away with the gold medal that day, she also left 
the course with the IHSAA’s Mental Attitude Award.

�ose earlier failures, and the fact that she overcome them in the end, became a driving 
force in her life, helping her go on to a highly successful career as a track and cross country 
coach at North.  She is now rewarded with induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall 
of Fame.

She is not the �rst Warthan to be accorded this honor. In 2015, her father, Charlie Warthan, 
was inducted for his eminently successful coaching career. Jennifer’s induction makes it the 
�rst father-daughter combination to grace the Hall in its seven-year history.

Charlie is not at all surprised to see his daughter reach such heights.

“She has always been a special person,” he says. “She is goal-driven, a perfectionist. �at has 
paid o� for her.”

With Charlie coaching the North cross country and track teams, “it was in my DNA,” 
Jennifer says. “While other kids were watching cartoons on Saturdays, I was tagging along 
with my dad to meets. I was a cross country and track ‘gym rat.’ I don’t think I missed a 
meet after the age of �ve.”

“It wasn’t like we had to drag her there,” Charlie says.
When Jennifer arrived at North, Ralph Sieboldt became her distance running coach. It 
pleases her very much that Sieboldt also is being inducted this year.
“I have a hard time calling him ‘Ralph.’ He is still ‘Coach’ to me,” she says. “He was like my 

school dad. He taught me how to be less serious, relax and enjoy being a high school kid. I would get stressed out with my grades and 
my running, and he would tell me, ‘Go watch a high school basketball game.’ I’ve had a lot of great in�uences in my life, people who 
took the time.”

“Jenny had such a desire to do well,” Sieboldt says. “She was a 4.0 student all the way through. In a race she would block everything 
out and concentrate. I think she almost forgot to breathe. I had to tell her not to focus so hard.”

“She was probably her hardest critic,” her dad says.

However, Hester was not a harsh critic when it came to coaching young ladies at North.
“She had a good handle on how much female athletes could do,” Sieboldt says. “She knew 
how to relate to kids, always had a good rapport.”

“I just tried to tailor to the kids’ individual strengths,” she says.

Her coaching philosophy paid o� with two sectional and two regional championships in 
cross country, plus one semistate title. Her 2007 team �nished �fth at state. Hester also 
served as girls’ athletic director for four years at North.

Hardly a day goes by when she doesn’t think about the highs and lows of her athletic 
career. She tried to continue to her running career at Indiana University, but a series of 
stress fractures forced her to retire. It would be easy for her to play that “What if ?” game, 
but she refuses to do that. �at day in her junior year, when she was so close to the �nish 
line she could almost touch it, and then the collapse …
  
“�at was a de�ning moment in my life,” she says. “It still a�ects me today. I re�ect on that 
when I’m at a low place, if I’m struggling or thinking about giving up. I remind myself of 
the �ght within me, how hard I had to �ght to achieve a goal. I want to take that into my 
goals as a wife, mother and teacher.

She is now a mother to �ve children and a teacher 
at Columbus North. She also sponsors the 
Student Athletic Board there. Her husband, Je� 
Hester, is the Athletic Director at Columbus 
North.

“�e value I have as a person doesn’t come from 
what I accomplished in cross country, track or the 
classroom,” Jennifer says. “�at’s all just a product 
of what I do. Who I am depends upon my 
character, what’s inside of me. My value comes 
from who I am, not what I’ve done.”

JENNIFER (WARTHAN) HESTER
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‘FATHER’ OF MONROE COUNTY SOCCER

Have you ever been to Karst Park on a Saturday morning in the spring or fall?  Seen the 
hundreds of kids playing soccer on the multitude of �elds? You can attribute the popularity 
of youth soccer in Bloomington to one person – Jerry Yeagley.  And that is why he is 
recipient of the Contributor Award for the 2017 class of the Monroe County Sports Hall of 
Fame.

He and son Todd, a 2013 inductee, are the second father-son duo in the Hall’s seven-year 
history. Dan and Rex Grossman were the �rst.

Of course, Yeagley is also arguably the greatest collegiate soccer coach of all-time – 31 years 
at Indiana University with a winning percentage of 83% (544-101-45), six national titles, an 
unprecedented six National Coach-of-the-Year honors.  He coached 31 All-Americans and 
�ve Hermann Trophy winners.  And yet, his o�-the-�eld contributions to the sport rival his 
on-�eld successes.

Yeagley came to IU in 1963 after playing on a national championship team at West Chester 
State (Pa.) and earning a Master’s Degree at the University of Pittsburgh. Soccer, at the 
time, was not a varsity sport at IU.

“I had some other o�ers but I chose to come to IU because they needed someone to be the 

‘supervisor’ of the soccer club,” Yeagley says.  “I was a full-time professor, 
teaching a full class load.  But it was my hope that soccer would eventually 
become a varsity sport. £at was in the back of my mind. £e Big Ten had 
only two varsity programs at that time. But, honestly, if I had known it was 
going to be 10 years before the club team became varsity, I’m not sure I 
would have come.” 

At that time varsity soccer was not on the radar screen for most IU adminis-
trators. 

“I was trying to ‘beat the drum’ to get support for varsity status but at one 
point was told to ‘back o�.’  Among his allies, however, was President 
Herman B Wells, who liked the prospect of soccer because of the interna-
tional aspect of the sport.  So, in 1973, soccer was incorporated as a varsity 
sport at IU.

However, the Bloomington community had very little knowledge, or interest, in soccer. 

“Every place I had been out east there was youth soccer,” Yeagley says.  “Before it became a varsity sport it was hard to buy a soccer ball.  
It was my vision to start youth soccer, not only in Bloomington, but around the state.”

Yeagley had help.  Assistant Coach Donnie Rawson along with fervent soccer supporters such as Nick Matavuli and George Oclander 
went into the high schools and the community trying to get soccer started.  £e Boys Club of Bloomington then started youth soccer, 
and little by little the popularity began to grow, despite a shortage of facilities.

“Back in the day we had to look for any �eld we could �nd to hold a practice,” Yeagley 
says.  

Over time, the youth programs exploded exponentially.

“£ere is a lot of satisfaction and reward to see the growth from an embryonic stage to a 
highly visible support in the community,” Yeagley says. “To have the soccer �elds at the 
high schools, to have Karst Park (a sprawling county soccer �eld), is very rewarding.”

Son Todd is a product of the development.  He played on the �rst varsity team at 
Bloomington South, was an All-American at IU, and followed Jerry into coaching. He 
took over the IU coaching job in 2010 and won a national title in his third season.

£e Yeagley family includes wife Marilyn, Todd and his three sons (Ben, Grant and Jay), 
and daughter Yvette, who lives in Louisville and has children Alexandria, Jack and Josie.

“It’s special to be going into the Hall of Fame with Todd, and the past and present inductees, many of who I know and are good 
friends with,” Yeagley says.  “To be recognized as a contributor for something that has been my passion, I’m truly honored and grate-
ful.”  

£e MCSHOF honor is the latest in Yeagley's line of achievements.  He was inducted into the Pennsylvania Athletic Hall of Fame in 
1988.  In 1989 he earned the highest honor a college coach can receive when he was inducted into the United States Soccer Federa-
tion Hall of Fame.  He received the prestigious Bill Je�rey Award in 1987, given for unique contributions to intercollegiate soccer.  In 
1997 he received the NSCAA's Honor Award, the organization's highest tribute, and he joined their Hall of Fame in 2008.  Yeagley 
also held positions as Chairman of the NCAA Soccer Committee and President of the Intercollegiate Soccer Association of America.
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All you need to know about Jennifer (Warthan) Hester is that there is no quit in this 
woman.

As a great distance runner at Bloomington North in the late 1980s and early 1990s, her 
story is as much about failure as it is about triumph. In both her sophomore and junior 
years, she was headed for top 10 �nishes in the state cross country meet, only to collapse 
within a few yards of the �nish line. �at junior season, she was well ahead of the pack and 
on her way to victory when she crumpled to the ground. In her delirium she tried to get to 
her feet, but runner after runner passed her before she staggered to a 14th place �nish.

A year later, Hester found herself in the same spot, facing the same ghosts, but this time her 
body did not fail her. She not only walked away with the gold medal that day, she also left 
the course with the IHSAA’s Mental Attitude Award.

�ose earlier failures, and the fact that she overcome them in the end, became a driving 
force in her life, helping her go on to a highly successful career as a track and cross country 
coach at North.  She is now rewarded with induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall 
of Fame.

She is not the �rst Warthan to be accorded this honor. In 2015, her father, Charlie Warthan, 
was inducted for his eminently successful coaching career. Jennifer’s induction makes it the 
�rst father-daughter combination to grace the Hall in its seven-year history.

Charlie is not at all surprised to see his daughter reach such heights.

“She has always been a special person,” he says. “She is goal-driven, a perfectionist. �at has 
paid o� for her.”

With Charlie coaching the North cross country and track teams, “it was in my DNA,” 
Jennifer says. “While other kids were watching cartoons on Saturdays, I was tagging along 
with my dad to meets. I was a cross country and track ‘gym rat.’ I don’t think I missed a 
meet after the age of �ve.”

“It wasn’t like we had to drag her there,” Charlie says.
When Jennifer arrived at North, Ralph Sieboldt became her distance running coach. It 
pleases her very much that Sieboldt also is being inducted this year.
“I have a hard time calling him ‘Ralph.’ He is still ‘Coach’ to me,” she says. “He was like my 

school dad. He taught me how to be less serious, relax and enjoy being a high school kid. I would get stressed out with my grades and 
my running, and he would tell me, ‘Go watch a high school basketball game.’ I’ve had a lot of great in�uences in my life, people who 
took the time.”

“Jenny had such a desire to do well,” Sieboldt says. “She was a 4.0 student all the way through. In a race she would block everything 
out and concentrate. I think she almost forgot to breathe. I had to tell her not to focus so hard.”

“She was probably her hardest critic,” her dad says.

However, Hester was not a harsh critic when it came to coaching young ladies at North.
“She had a good handle on how much female athletes could do,” Sieboldt says. “She knew 
how to relate to kids, always had a good rapport.”

“I just tried to tailor to the kids’ individual strengths,” she says.

Her coaching philosophy paid o� with two sectional and two regional championships in 
cross country, plus one semistate title. Her 2007 team �nished �fth at state. Hester also 
served as girls’ athletic director for four years at North.

Hardly a day goes by when she doesn’t think about the highs and lows of her athletic 
career. She tried to continue to her running career at Indiana University, but a series of 
stress fractures forced her to retire. It would be easy for her to play that “What if ?” game, 
but she refuses to do that. �at day in her junior year, when she was so close to the �nish 
line she could almost touch it, and then the collapse …
  
“�at was a de�ning moment in my life,” she says. “It still a�ects me today. I re�ect on that 
when I’m at a low place, if I’m struggling or thinking about giving up. I remind myself of 
the �ght within me, how hard I had to �ght to achieve a goal. I want to take that into my 
goals as a wife, mother and teacher.

She is now a mother to �ve children and a teacher 
at Columbus North. She also sponsors the 
Student Athletic Board there. Her husband, Je� 
Hester, is the Athletic Director at Columbus 
North.

“�e value I have as a person doesn’t come from 
what I accomplished in cross country, track or the 
classroom,” Jennifer says. “�at’s all just a product 
of what I do. Who I am depends upon my 
character, what’s inside of me. My value comes 
from who I am, not what I’ve done.”

JENNIFER (WARTHAN) HESTER
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Have you ever been to Karst Park on a Saturday morning in the spring or fall?  Seen the 
hundreds of kids playing soccer on the multitude of �elds? You can attribute the popularity 
of youth soccer in Bloomington to one person – Jerry Yeagley.  And that is why he is 
recipient of the Contributor Award for the 2017 class of the Monroe County Sports Hall of 
Fame.

He and son Todd, a 2013 inductee, are the second father-son duo in the Hall’s seven-year 
history. Dan and Rex Grossman were the �rst.

Of course, Yeagley is also arguably the greatest collegiate soccer coach of all-time – 31 years 
at Indiana University with a winning percentage of 83% (544-101-45), six national titles, an 
unprecedented six National Coach-of-the-Year honors.  He coached 31 All-Americans and 
�ve Hermann Trophy winners.  And yet, his o�-the-�eld contributions to the sport rival his 
on-�eld successes.

Yeagley came to IU in 1963 after playing on a national championship team at West Chester 
State (Pa.) and earning a Master’s Degree at the University of Pittsburgh. Soccer, at the 
time, was not a varsity sport at IU.

“I had some other o�ers but I chose to come to IU because they needed someone to be the 

‘supervisor’ of the soccer club,” Yeagley says.  “I was a full-time professor, 
teaching a full class load.  But it was my hope that soccer would eventually 
become a varsity sport. £at was in the back of my mind. £e Big Ten had 
only two varsity programs at that time. But, honestly, if I had known it was 
going to be 10 years before the club team became varsity, I’m not sure I 
would have come.” 

At that time varsity soccer was not on the radar screen for most IU adminis-
trators. 

“I was trying to ‘beat the drum’ to get support for varsity status but at one 
point was told to ‘back o�.’  Among his allies, however, was President 
Herman B Wells, who liked the prospect of soccer because of the interna-
tional aspect of the sport.  So, in 1973, soccer was incorporated as a varsity 
sport at IU.

However, the Bloomington community had very little knowledge, or interest, in soccer. 

“Every place I had been out east there was youth soccer,” Yeagley says.  “Before it became a varsity sport it was hard to buy a soccer ball.  
It was my vision to start youth soccer, not only in Bloomington, but around the state.”

Yeagley had help.  Assistant Coach Donnie Rawson along with fervent soccer supporters such as Nick Matavuli and George Oclander 
went into the high schools and the community trying to get soccer started.  £e Boys Club of Bloomington then started youth soccer, 
and little by little the popularity began to grow, despite a shortage of facilities.

“Back in the day we had to look for any �eld we could �nd to hold a practice,” Yeagley 
says.  

Over time, the youth programs exploded exponentially.

“£ere is a lot of satisfaction and reward to see the growth from an embryonic stage to a 
highly visible support in the community,” Yeagley says. “To have the soccer �elds at the 
high schools, to have Karst Park (a sprawling county soccer �eld), is very rewarding.”

Son Todd is a product of the development.  He played on the �rst varsity team at 
Bloomington South, was an All-American at IU, and followed Jerry into coaching. He 
took over the IU coaching job in 2010 and won a national title in his third season.

£e Yeagley family includes wife Marilyn, Todd and his three sons (Ben, Grant and Jay), 
and daughter Yvette, who lives in Louisville and has children Alexandria, Jack and Josie.

“It’s special to be going into the Hall of Fame with Todd, and the past and present inductees, many of who I know and are good 
friends with,” Yeagley says.  “To be recognized as a contributor for something that has been my passion, I’m truly honored and grate-
ful.”  

£e MCSHOF honor is the latest in Yeagley's line of achievements.  He was inducted into the Pennsylvania Athletic Hall of Fame in 
1988.  In 1989 he earned the highest honor a college coach can receive when he was inducted into the United States Soccer Federa-
tion Hall of Fame.  He received the prestigious Bill Je�rey Award in 1987, given for unique contributions to intercollegiate soccer.  In 
1997 he received the NSCAA's Honor Award, the organization's highest tribute, and he joined their Hall of Fame in 2008.  Yeagley 
also held positions as Chairman of the NCAA Soccer Committee and President of the Intercollegiate Soccer Association of America.
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You can’t keep a good man down.
Mark Litz is proof of that.

At age 15 Litz was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes, but that didn’t stop him from making 
all-state in football and getting drafted by two Major League baseball teams.

His baseball career was derailed by elbow surgery, so Litz switched to golf. He went on to win 
three Bloomington city titles and eventually become a teaching pro.

�e loss of a foot in a mowing accident would have made most men retire from golf, but Litz is 
still coaching and playing today.

For all that, he should receive a Purple Heart, but he is quite willing to 
settle for induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I have looked at the people who are in it, and it’s pretty special group,” he says. 

And Litz is every bit as special. How many men could keep reinventing himself the way he 
has? Having to endure regular injections of insulin might have interfered with a lot of 
athletic careers, but Litz didn’t let diabetes de�ne him.

“For a long time I kept it secret because I didn’t want to be judged on that,” he says. “I didn’t 
want any freebies because of it. It was there and wasn’t going to leave. It never kept me from 
doing anything, just maybe doing some things better. It’s still a part of me.”

Litz was an outstanding receiver and punter on the 1968 and ’69 
consecutive undefeated football teams at Bloomington High, the �rst two of six straight 
unbeaten campaigns in the Panthers’ historic 60-game streak.

He was even more of an impact player in baseball, where as a pitcher he caught the eyes of 
scouts from the Cincinnati Reds and Seattle Pilots. He was drafted by both clubs but chose 
to play college baseball for Ernie Andres at Indiana University.

“Back then there wasn’t a whole lot of �nancial reward getting drafted out of high school 
unless you were a superstar,” he says. “I didn’t want to spend the next few years riding on a 
bus playing single-A or double-A baseball. I wanted to go to college and get my degree.”
It turned out to be a wise choice on Litz’s part. His elbow gave out on him his sophomore 
year, requiring a procedure that is now known as “Tommy John Surgery.” Litz realized he 
probably would never be the pitcher he was, so he decided to go out for golf at IU.
“I had already developed a real love for golf before that (elbow injury) happened, but the 
fact that I wasn’t going to play baseball anymore, I decided it was going to have to be golf.”

Litz ended up playing two years for Bob Fitch, and that ultimately led to a career in golf. 
He was fresh o� the IU team when he won the �rst of his three Bloomington city golf titles 

in 1974. He went on to win back-to-back titles in 1981 and ’82, and served as director of 
golf at Cascades Golf Course in Bloomington from 1983-2003.

During his tenure Cascades was expanded from 18 holes to 27 holes, the clubhouse was 
remodeled, hundreds of trees were planted and cart paths were refurbished. He also helped 
develop junior golf through the highly successful “Hook a Kid on Golf ” program.
Litz continued to teach and coach golf, working as a head pro at the Indiana University 
course and also Eagle Pointe. And then in an instant in 2014, Litz su�ered another major 
setback. He was on his riding mower, navigating the slope of his yard like he had done 
hundreds of times before when the right front tire got wedged between two trees.

“�e weight of the mower was going downhill and started to £ip,” he recalls vividly. “I 
realized I had to jump and get as far away as I could. It still got my right foot. I knew I had 
done something bad.”

His foot was mangled. He wound up on a helicopter speeding to Methodist Hospital in 
Indianapolis.  He eventually faced two choices: keep the foot and face months and maybe 
years of therapy with no guarantee the foot would survive; or have it removed immediately 
and get �tted with a prosthesis. 

“�ey gave me the option of trying to save the foot and painting the picture of a lot of drugs and 
not a great quality of life,” he says. “I waited until the next morning to see if the foot looked any 
better.”

It didn’t, and Litz opted to have it amputated six inches below the knee. Four months later he 
was walking on a prosthesis – without a cane. He is now back to playing golf and serving as a 
volunteer assistant coach for the Bloomington South girls’ golf team.

“I’ve only fallen once while playing golf, and that was as I was trying to get out of a sand trap,” 
he says. “My only rule when I play golf now is that nobody is allowed to laugh until I laugh �rst.”

�inking about his induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame he says, “�e terms 
that keep coming up are ‘timing,’ being in the right place at the right time. I grew up in a 
neighborhood where we were all good athletes and pretty good friends. 
We lived close to Bryan Park and used it every day for some sports.

“I played for some great coaches – Fred Hu�, Tom Sells, Ed Gallo in football. 
Marvin Groh knew more about baseball than anybody I’ve ever been around. I 
look at the people who are in the Hall of Fame and one is Russ Carpenter, as 
close to a brother as anybody I’ve ever had. I grew up with (Hall of Famers) 
Bill Armstrong, Dobby Grossman and Danny Grossman, people I’ve known 
since I was nine, ten years old. I feel very proud to be included.”

By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
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Ralph Sieboldt has a long record of personal accomplishment that quali	es him for 
induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. But what he has done along the 
way to help other people achieve dreams and do things beyond maybe their own concep-
tions not only augments his Hall of Fame case, but boosted some others on their own Hall 
of Fame climb.

Two athletes are going in with him in this seventh inductee class, Stephanie Bassett-Or-
man and Jennifer (Warthan) Hester. Others picked earlier include Tina (Debro) Hauger, 
Jared Je�ries, Sean May and two coaches, Tom McKinney and Charlie Warthan. �e 
names, the connections, are many through the list that Sieboldt now joins.
“I always worked with good people,” he says. 

�ere’s usually a reason for things like that, just as there are reasons – good, convincing 
reasons – why North High boys and girls track teams compete on Ralph Sieboldt Track.
“Now, that surprised me,” Sieboldt says of the action that put his name on the facility. “I 
really appreciated that.”

Ralph was not a great athlete but good enough to be sectional mile champion his senior 
year at Bloomington High. He played some football, up through his sophomore year. 
Basketball? “I played when I was a freshman. I retired then. I wasn’t good at that.”
But he did like to run, the longer the distance, the better. He learned about that skill 
almost by accident. He was in pursuit of a Boy Scout merit badge when track coach Bill 

Milne said he had two guys who were going to run two miles and 
suggested Sieboldt run with them. He beat one of them and found out 
the competition was to 	ll out the BHS team for the state cross country 
meet. He impressed Milne enough that he promised him the merit 
badge – if he came out for track the next spring.

“I ran the mile – because they didn’t have the two-mile (in state 
competition) yet,” he said. “I won the sectional my senior year, but I 
actually had a better time my junior year and 	nished third or fourth. It 
would have been better for me if they’d had a two-mile.”

He had been bitten by then -- by the coaching bug.

“I wanted to coach,” he says. “�at’s the reason I got a teaching degree.”
And he had his working model: Milne.

“Eighty percent of what I did in coaching I learned from that man,” he says. “He could get more out of a kid than anyone I knew. I 
loved seeing kids compete, and improve. I always felt that a kid could get better – that mental was as much as physical in coaching.”
Sieboldt went to college out of Monroe County and spent his 	rst several years in coaching outside the county, but most of the time 
that meant a lot of driving from a basic Bloomington base.

“�e only time I actually lived outside Monroe County was my 	rst two years at Vincennes and my 	rst year at Indiana State,” he says. 
“My second year there, I commuted.”

At Vincennes, he ran on the school’s 	rst track and cross country teams. He was always headed for a coaching future, but he had a 
varied career on the way.

“My family has always tried to achieve,” he says. “My Dad (Gus, president of the 
Bloomington-based Ralph Rogers company when he retired) pushed us pretty hard.” 
�at “us” included Ralph’s older brothers, Harley and Richard, now deceased, and 
sister Sue (Bowman) and, his twin, Ruth (Eads). Ralph and wife Linda (they 
celebrated their golden anniversary June 24, 2016) have their own family that 
includes daughters Lori (Evansville) and Tracy (Terre Haute), and grandchildren 
Max and Abi Lowery, and Tessa and Tara Blanc.

“�e day I graduated from high school, I went to work for Weddle Brothers.” 
Sieboldt says. “�at’s why I’m a bricklayer by trade. I was a bricklayer for 20 years, in 
the summertime. I never got tired of anything because I was always doing something 
di�erent. I enjoyed life. My father-in-law had a 200-acre farm, so I always had 
something to do.”

Coaching really began for him a week before school started in the fall of 1969, when 
Indian Creek hired him as a teacher and assistant track coach.

“�e next year, I took over cross country – the next year, cross country and track,” he 
says.

He stayed at the school, whose district straddles Morgan and Johnson counties, for nine years. His teams won four Mid-Hoosier 
Conference championships in track and four in cross country.

�en, in the fall of 1978, “John McNichols, Charlie Warthan and I all went to North in the same year – John as head track coach, 
Charlie cross country, and I was the freshman coach,” he recalls.

At North is where Sieboldt began coaching girls, 	rst in cross country and then in track. Over a 20-year period his teams won 18 
sectionals and 10 regionals, and he had 	ve state champions. And, in girls cross country alone, those teams included 12 school 
valedictorians.

“My 	rst state champion was Stephanie Bassett, in the mile,” he points out with pride.
Along the way, he went for and got the girls’ athletic directorship, because he wanted to do all he could to improve the 
across-the-board coaching North girls teams received, and the facilities they had for practice and competition. When asked to take on 
the boys athletic directorship as well, he bargained – “Get me a good secretary, which they really did” – and accepted.

And that’s why on the night in 1997 when North’s boys – under a coach he had hired, Tom McKinney – won the last of the 87 open 
state high school basketball championships, Ralph Sieboldt felt very much a part. �at night, he said, “It’s up there. It’s not like 
coaching, but it de	nitely was the highlight of being athletic director.”

And there were other highlights, way up there the seven weeks of the summer of 1996 he spent in Atlanta with a unique title: “track 
carpenter,” for the Olympic Games. His IU coaching friend Phil Henson, who had charge of the vast track and 	eld program at 
Atlanta, saw that title on the list of jobs he had to 	ll and thought of only one man. Ralph ( Jack-of-All-Trades) Sieboldt took it, loved 
it, and excelled at it.

His was a curvy route to this Hall, this man who “never got tired of anything because I was always doing something di�erent.”
�is man who “enjoyed life.”
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You can’t keep a good man down.
Mark Litz is proof of that.

At age 15 Litz was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes, but that didn’t stop him from making 
all-state in football and getting drafted by two Major League baseball teams.

His baseball career was derailed by elbow surgery, so Litz switched to golf. He went on to win 
three Bloomington city titles and eventually become a teaching pro.

�e loss of a foot in a mowing accident would have made most men retire from golf, but Litz is 
still coaching and playing today.

For all that, he should receive a Purple Heart, but he is quite willing to 
settle for induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I have looked at the people who are in it, and it’s pretty special group,” he says. 

And Litz is every bit as special. How many men could keep reinventing himself the way he 
has? Having to endure regular injections of insulin might have interfered with a lot of 
athletic careers, but Litz didn’t let diabetes de�ne him.

“For a long time I kept it secret because I didn’t want to be judged on that,” he says. “I didn’t 
want any freebies because of it. It was there and wasn’t going to leave. It never kept me from 
doing anything, just maybe doing some things better. It’s still a part of me.”

Litz was an outstanding receiver and punter on the 1968 and ’69 
consecutive undefeated football teams at Bloomington High, the �rst two of six straight 
unbeaten campaigns in the Panthers’ historic 60-game streak.

He was even more of an impact player in baseball, where as a pitcher he caught the eyes of 
scouts from the Cincinnati Reds and Seattle Pilots. He was drafted by both clubs but chose 
to play college baseball for Ernie Andres at Indiana University.

“Back then there wasn’t a whole lot of �nancial reward getting drafted out of high school 
unless you were a superstar,” he says. “I didn’t want to spend the next few years riding on a 
bus playing single-A or double-A baseball. I wanted to go to college and get my degree.”
It turned out to be a wise choice on Litz’s part. His elbow gave out on him his sophomore 
year, requiring a procedure that is now known as “Tommy John Surgery.” Litz realized he 
probably would never be the pitcher he was, so he decided to go out for golf at IU.
“I had already developed a real love for golf before that (elbow injury) happened, but the 
fact that I wasn’t going to play baseball anymore, I decided it was going to have to be golf.”

Litz ended up playing two years for Bob Fitch, and that ultimately led to a career in golf. 
He was fresh o� the IU team when he won the �rst of his three Bloomington city golf titles 

in 1974. He went on to win back-to-back titles in 1981 and ’82, and served as director of 
golf at Cascades Golf Course in Bloomington from 1983-2003.

During his tenure Cascades was expanded from 18 holes to 27 holes, the clubhouse was 
remodeled, hundreds of trees were planted and cart paths were refurbished. He also helped 
develop junior golf through the highly successful “Hook a Kid on Golf ” program.
Litz continued to teach and coach golf, working as a head pro at the Indiana University 
course and also Eagle Pointe. And then in an instant in 2014, Litz su�ered another major 
setback. He was on his riding mower, navigating the slope of his yard like he had done 
hundreds of times before when the right front tire got wedged between two trees.

“�e weight of the mower was going downhill and started to £ip,” he recalls vividly. “I 
realized I had to jump and get as far away as I could. It still got my right foot. I knew I had 
done something bad.”

His foot was mangled. He wound up on a helicopter speeding to Methodist Hospital in 
Indianapolis.  He eventually faced two choices: keep the foot and face months and maybe 
years of therapy with no guarantee the foot would survive; or have it removed immediately 
and get �tted with a prosthesis. 

“�ey gave me the option of trying to save the foot and painting the picture of a lot of drugs and 
not a great quality of life,” he says. “I waited until the next morning to see if the foot looked any 
better.”

It didn’t, and Litz opted to have it amputated six inches below the knee. Four months later he 
was walking on a prosthesis – without a cane. He is now back to playing golf and serving as a 
volunteer assistant coach for the Bloomington South girls’ golf team.

“I’ve only fallen once while playing golf, and that was as I was trying to get out of a sand trap,” 
he says. “My only rule when I play golf now is that nobody is allowed to laugh until I laugh �rst.”

�inking about his induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame he says, “�e terms 
that keep coming up are ‘timing,’ being in the right place at the right time. I grew up in a 
neighborhood where we were all good athletes and pretty good friends. 
We lived close to Bryan Park and used it every day for some sports.

“I played for some great coaches – Fred Hu�, Tom Sells, Ed Gallo in football. 
Marvin Groh knew more about baseball than anybody I’ve ever been around. I 
look at the people who are in the Hall of Fame and one is Russ Carpenter, as 
close to a brother as anybody I’ve ever had. I grew up with (Hall of Famers) 
Bill Armstrong, Dobby Grossman and Danny Grossman, people I’ve known 
since I was nine, ten years old. I feel very proud to be included.”
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Ralph Sieboldt has a long record of personal accomplishment that quali	es him for 
induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. But what he has done along the 
way to help other people achieve dreams and do things beyond maybe their own concep-
tions not only augments his Hall of Fame case, but boosted some others on their own Hall 
of Fame climb.

Two athletes are going in with him in this seventh inductee class, Stephanie Bassett-Or-
man and Jennifer (Warthan) Hester. Others picked earlier include Tina (Debro) Hauger, 
Jared Je�ries, Sean May and two coaches, Tom McKinney and Charlie Warthan. �e 
names, the connections, are many through the list that Sieboldt now joins.
“I always worked with good people,” he says. 

�ere’s usually a reason for things like that, just as there are reasons – good, convincing 
reasons – why North High boys and girls track teams compete on Ralph Sieboldt Track.
“Now, that surprised me,” Sieboldt says of the action that put his name on the facility. “I 
really appreciated that.”

Ralph was not a great athlete but good enough to be sectional mile champion his senior 
year at Bloomington High. He played some football, up through his sophomore year. 
Basketball? “I played when I was a freshman. I retired then. I wasn’t good at that.”
But he did like to run, the longer the distance, the better. He learned about that skill 
almost by accident. He was in pursuit of a Boy Scout merit badge when track coach Bill 

Milne said he had two guys who were going to run two miles and 
suggested Sieboldt run with them. He beat one of them and found out 
the competition was to 	ll out the BHS team for the state cross country 
meet. He impressed Milne enough that he promised him the merit 
badge – if he came out for track the next spring.

“I ran the mile – because they didn’t have the two-mile (in state 
competition) yet,” he said. “I won the sectional my senior year, but I 
actually had a better time my junior year and 	nished third or fourth. It 
would have been better for me if they’d had a two-mile.”

He had been bitten by then -- by the coaching bug.

“I wanted to coach,” he says. “�at’s the reason I got a teaching degree.”
And he had his working model: Milne.

“Eighty percent of what I did in coaching I learned from that man,” he says. “He could get more out of a kid than anyone I knew. I 
loved seeing kids compete, and improve. I always felt that a kid could get better – that mental was as much as physical in coaching.”
Sieboldt went to college out of Monroe County and spent his 	rst several years in coaching outside the county, but most of the time 
that meant a lot of driving from a basic Bloomington base.

“�e only time I actually lived outside Monroe County was my 	rst two years at Vincennes and my 	rst year at Indiana State,” he says. 
“My second year there, I commuted.”

At Vincennes, he ran on the school’s 	rst track and cross country teams. He was always headed for a coaching future, but he had a 
varied career on the way.

“My family has always tried to achieve,” he says. “My Dad (Gus, president of the 
Bloomington-based Ralph Rogers company when he retired) pushed us pretty hard.” 
�at “us” included Ralph’s older brothers, Harley and Richard, now deceased, and 
sister Sue (Bowman) and, his twin, Ruth (Eads). Ralph and wife Linda (they 
celebrated their golden anniversary June 24, 2016) have their own family that 
includes daughters Lori (Evansville) and Tracy (Terre Haute), and grandchildren 
Max and Abi Lowery, and Tessa and Tara Blanc.

“�e day I graduated from high school, I went to work for Weddle Brothers.” 
Sieboldt says. “�at’s why I’m a bricklayer by trade. I was a bricklayer for 20 years, in 
the summertime. I never got tired of anything because I was always doing something 
di�erent. I enjoyed life. My father-in-law had a 200-acre farm, so I always had 
something to do.”

Coaching really began for him a week before school started in the fall of 1969, when 
Indian Creek hired him as a teacher and assistant track coach.

“�e next year, I took over cross country – the next year, cross country and track,” he 
says.

He stayed at the school, whose district straddles Morgan and Johnson counties, for nine years. His teams won four Mid-Hoosier 
Conference championships in track and four in cross country.

�en, in the fall of 1978, “John McNichols, Charlie Warthan and I all went to North in the same year – John as head track coach, 
Charlie cross country, and I was the freshman coach,” he recalls.

At North is where Sieboldt began coaching girls, 	rst in cross country and then in track. Over a 20-year period his teams won 18 
sectionals and 10 regionals, and he had 	ve state champions. And, in girls cross country alone, those teams included 12 school 
valedictorians.

“My 	rst state champion was Stephanie Bassett, in the mile,” he points out with pride.
Along the way, he went for and got the girls’ athletic directorship, because he wanted to do all he could to improve the 
across-the-board coaching North girls teams received, and the facilities they had for practice and competition. When asked to take on 
the boys athletic directorship as well, he bargained – “Get me a good secretary, which they really did” – and accepted.

And that’s why on the night in 1997 when North’s boys – under a coach he had hired, Tom McKinney – won the last of the 87 open 
state high school basketball championships, Ralph Sieboldt felt very much a part. �at night, he said, “It’s up there. It’s not like 
coaching, but it de	nitely was the highlight of being athletic director.”

And there were other highlights, way up there the seven weeks of the summer of 1996 he spent in Atlanta with a unique title: “track 
carpenter,” for the Olympic Games. His IU coaching friend Phil Henson, who had charge of the vast track and 	eld program at 
Atlanta, saw that title on the list of jobs he had to 	ll and thought of only one man. Ralph ( Jack-of-All-Trades) Sieboldt took it, loved 
it, and excelled at it.

His was a curvy route to this Hall, this man who “never got tired of anything because I was always doing something di�erent.”
�is man who “enjoyed life.”
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For most of his 32 years, Cory Martin has been chasing his big sister Stacy. Cory was an 
eighth grader in 1999 when Stacy, in her senior year at Edgewood High School, 
shattered the state records for the shot put and discus at the IHSAA track meet. She 
made it a clean sweep by also walking away with the mental attitude award that day.

It was such an impressive performance that Stacy was later named Gatorade National 
Athlete of the Year in track and �eld. She continued her success at Auburn University, 
where she set school records in the shot put and discus, winning an SEC title in the shot 
and earning All-American honors.

In 2011, at age 30, Stacy Martin-Tenney was inducted into the Monroe County Sports 
Hall of Fame’s charter class, the youngest of the 15 distinguished members. From Cory’s 
view, that was setting the bar extremely high, coining a term so often used in track.
Fortunately for Cory, he enjoyed the same bene�ts of some very good stock. His father, 
Randy Martin, coached him in both football and track at Edgewood. His mother, 
Maureen, was a coach herself, coaching volleyball at Bloomington North. 

Early in his Edgewood career it looked as though Cory would follow in the footsteps of 
Randy, who played football for Lee Corso at Indiana University. As a 6-foot-2, 225 pound 
junior lineman, Cory was getting Division I looks. However, he was leaning towards track 
and �eld, especially in light of Stacy’s success in the sport.

Just minutes after Edgewood ended its season with a loss to Brebeuf in the 2001 sectional, 
Cory announced he had played his last football game and was going to focus solely on 
track. Randy, an Edgewood assistant coach at the time, was caught by surprise. 

“I’ll never forget walking o� the football �eld that year,” Randy says. “I was a father who 
wanted his kid to play football at IU or Notre Dame, and �ve minutes after the game Cory 
says, ‘Dad, I want to concentrate on track.’ So, I handed in my whistle, too.”

True, Randy stepped down from his football position to help Cory try to duplicate what 
his sister did.

Cory came ever so close to matching Stacy’s high school feats. In the 2003 state track meet his senior year, he won the discus and 
�nished a tantalizingly close second in the shot.

And would you believe he also went to Auburn? Stacy was still there when he chose Auburn over a host of other schools looking for a 
championship-caliber thrower.

“Watching her go there, seeing how she did things … it was like a playbook,” Cory says. “She was a huge help in my transition from 
high school to college. She streamlined the process for me.”

It was at Auburn where Cory one-upped his sister. He not only threw the shot and discus, he also threw the hammer and 

weight – four events, two seasons, indoors and outdoors. Along the way he earned All-America 
distinction nine times. In 2008 he won two NCAA titles, the outdoor shot and hammer. He 
still holds the Auburn records in the hammer and weight. For all his achievements, he was 
named the 2008 USA Field Athlete of the Year.

Randy put Cory’s college career in its proper perspective: “Cory is up there with the most 
complete throwers in America. He was able to throw the hammer, discus, shot and weight – all 
D-1 level throws. You can’t be a nine-time All-American without being able to do that.”

Cory’s career didn’t end with college, though. He went on to throw professionally and with 
great success. In 2010 he boasted the world’s third best throw in the shot put at 72 feet, 6 
inches – still the 20th best throw of all time. He earned a spot on the U.S. team that competed 
at the 2013 World Outdoor Championships in Moscow. He participated in three Olympic 
Trials and came within “about 12-13 inches” of making the U.S. team as a shot putter in 2012.

“Being a U.S. shot putter, it’s a brotherhood.” Cory says. “When you put on that ‘USA’ 
jersey it’s a prideful thing.”

When Cory came up short in the 2016 Olympic Trials, he walked away just as he did on 
that football �eld 15 years before.

“I just left my shoes at the track and retired,” he says. “It was just one of those things 
where you say, ‘Hey, I’m done.’ £ere were no regrets. Every athlete knows when it’s time 
to go onto the next thing.”

For Cory, the next thing is being a husband, father and coach. He is coaching the 
throwers at IU and enjoying a regular schedule for the �rst time in his life. He and his 
wife Taryn have a toddler, Knox.

“I’m out of the house by 7:30 and back by 5:00,” he says. “I’m a big structure guy, and this �ts me �ne. One of my goals was to be a 
pro athlete, to make money while playing sports, and I did that for 8-9 years. I’ve thrown in 24 countries and met all kinds of people.”

And now Cory can take his place alongside his sister in the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame, the �rst brother-sister combination 
in the Hall’s seven-year history.

Stacy now chuckles when she thinks of their sibling rivalry. “I remember our grandmother (Phyllis Martin) saying, ‘Great sibling 
rivalries make successful adults.’ I gave him a goal to shoot for. Cory has always been the better athlete, so this was a foregone 
conclusion.”

“£is is pretty cool,” Cory says. “I followed this since Stacy got inducted. When I look at who’s in there, see the athletes who have 
come out of this county … Stacy and I are now even.” As Randy says, “Now that they are both in, it is comforting to know the 
conversations will be more at ease.”

POLLEY ONE OF COUNTY’S EARLY WRESTLING GREATS
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JENNINGS POLLEY

�is was a night Jennings Polley didn’t really see coming. At 91, a fellow doesn’t expect 
his teenage accomplishments to �nd a spotlight.

But this is Bloomington, where (1) there is a Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame, 
dedicated to �nding and honoring the best, ever, and (2) the sport of wrestling has a 
distinguished legacy all its own.

So tonight he is one of the six athletes in the seventh induction class for the Hall, the 
oldest ever to go on stage and hear the cheers that he thought stopped for him as an 
athlete 74 years ago.

Jennings won state championships as a Bloomington High wrestler in 1941 and ’43 – 
then went o� to help win a war for his country. When that was over, he came back to 
Bloomington, entered Indiana University, tried wrestling but after two weeks decided to 
focus on studies, and – life went on. Wonderfully.

With his wife of more than 70 years, Patty, sitting nearby in a rocker in their southside 
Bloomington home, Jennings Polley smiled and said quietly, “I’ve had a super life. I can 
honestly say, if I could, I don’t think I’d make any changes.”

As a youngster, nothing in his background or makeup hinted at wrestling greatness. He 
was a Hoosier. He was a freshman at Bloomington High the year IU won its �rst 
NCAA basketball championship (1940).

I wanted to be a basketball player,” he says. “I thought I was pretty good …”

But he was also 5-feet tall and he weighed 79 pounds. He �lled out forms hoping to try out 
for basketball and wrestling. But he was informed – by the basketball coach – that no one 
could play both of those concurrent sports and his advice was to try wrestling.

�at door wasn’t exactly wide open, either. �e �rst rung on the wrestling team then was at 95 
pounds, and he was as unfamiliar with the sport as he was underweight.

“I asked Coach (Harold) Mumby if I could just practice with the team that year and he said I 
could.”

He was practicing with a team that probably had the best coach and certainly was the best 
program in that sport in the entire state. And he learned fast. A year’s growth had him ready 
to go as a sophomore, and a Hall of Fame career began.

�at year, at 95 pounds, he went unbeaten and won the state championship – as a member of 
the state-championship team. And that year, he had what, on re�ection, with all those years 
to sort through, he remembers as his best wrestling moment. “When my �nal match was over, 
and I started to walk o� the mat,” he says. “Dad had been sitting up in the stands. He came 
running down, put his arm around me, and we walked out of the gym together.”

Memories, for Jennings Polley, don’t get any better than that.
He came back a little bit bigger, and wrestling-wiser, and better the next year, with slightly 
lesser results.

“I lost the only two matches of my career,” he says. One was in the state championship match. 
No excuses, just facts: “One thing is I was underweight. I was wrestling at 120 and I should 
have been a 112-pounder.”

�at was the Mumby system: the most crucial competition came daily, in practice. Regularly, 
three-deep, the best at each weight battled each other for the right to be in the Panther lineup.

“I couldn’t beat our 112-pounder (Howard King, who won the state championship that year). 
So I had to go up to 120” … where he lost just the two times and contributed second-place 
points to another team championship.

As a senior, now at 127 pounds, he ran into a new challenge.

“We had the Moore twins on our team, Henry and Jim,” he says. “Jim was in my weight. I had 
to beat him (to have the 127-pound assignment.) I did, he had to go to 133 and he won the 
state championship there.” And Henry won at 112 – on the third state-championship team for 
Jennings Polley. �is was 1943. America was at war. Jennings had two brothers – Leonard, 2½ 
years older, and James, almost two years younger. When Jennings was in basic training at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison in Indianapolis, the family learned that Leonard, a �ghter pilot, apparently 

had been killed in combat over the North Sea.

“We never really knew what happened,” he says. “�e War Department said his group �ew into a heavy cloud formation and when 
they �ew out several planes were missing. His wife had a baby and he never saw it … 20 years old … �ose are hard times. You never 
get over it.”

Jennings was serving in India when word came of the Japanese surrender that ended the war. He was discharged May 26, 1946, and 
that very day life changed. He met Patricia “Patty” Fields that day.

“I hadn’t met her – we had corresponded by letter a few times. She worked with my sister-in-law and for my stepfather at Crane. 
Mom took a liking to her and asked her to write to me a little bit.” On Aug. 9, they were married. From that union came son Michael, 
daughter Rebecca (Williams), then �ve grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren – likely to be well represented at Dad’s-Grand-
pa’s-Great Grandpa’s induction.

Jennings , who as a BHS senior had won the Donald Childs Award as his 
class’s top citizen-scholar-athlete, got a business administration degree 
from IU and went to work – for almost 20 years as a product manager for 
Sarkes Tarzian in Bloomington, then almost 20 more in “a super job” at 
Crane Naval Ammunition Depot.

�e change came reluctantly. “I had a great relationship with Mr. Tarzian,” 
he says. But Tarzian acquisitions in Mexico and Polley’s unwillingness to 
leave Bloomington prompted the switch to Crane. 

“I probably appreciate wrestling more today than ever,” says Jennings, who 
still frequents high school wrestling matches. “It taught me to be competi-
tive – you have to be at your best. If you don’t do your best when you’re a 
wrestler, you’re not going to make it. You’ve got eight minutes, and that’s it. 
�is is quite an honor. I’m very fortunate. I know a lot of guys in Monroe 
County just as worthy, just as deserving.”

JENNINGS POLLEY
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For most of his 32 years, Cory Martin has been chasing his big sister Stacy. Cory was an 
eighth grader in 1999 when Stacy, in her senior year at Edgewood High School, 
shattered the state records for the shot put and discus at the IHSAA track meet. She 
made it a clean sweep by also walking away with the mental attitude award that day.

It was such an impressive performance that Stacy was later named Gatorade National 
Athlete of the Year in track and �eld. She continued her success at Auburn University, 
where she set school records in the shot put and discus, winning an SEC title in the shot 
and earning All-American honors.

In 2011, at age 30, Stacy Martin-Tenney was inducted into the Monroe County Sports 
Hall of Fame’s charter class, the youngest of the 15 distinguished members. From Cory’s 
view, that was setting the bar extremely high, coining a term so often used in track.
Fortunately for Cory, he enjoyed the same bene�ts of some very good stock. His father, 
Randy Martin, coached him in both football and track at Edgewood. His mother, 
Maureen, was a coach herself, coaching volleyball at Bloomington North. 

Early in his Edgewood career it looked as though Cory would follow in the footsteps of 
Randy, who played football for Lee Corso at Indiana University. As a 6-foot-2, 225 pound 
junior lineman, Cory was getting Division I looks. However, he was leaning towards track 
and �eld, especially in light of Stacy’s success in the sport.

Just minutes after Edgewood ended its season with a loss to Brebeuf in the 2001 sectional, 
Cory announced he had played his last football game and was going to focus solely on 
track. Randy, an Edgewood assistant coach at the time, was caught by surprise. 

“I’ll never forget walking o� the football �eld that year,” Randy says. “I was a father who 
wanted his kid to play football at IU or Notre Dame, and �ve minutes after the game Cory 
says, ‘Dad, I want to concentrate on track.’ So, I handed in my whistle, too.”

True, Randy stepped down from his football position to help Cory try to duplicate what 
his sister did.

Cory came ever so close to matching Stacy’s high school feats. In the 2003 state track meet his senior year, he won the discus and 
�nished a tantalizingly close second in the shot.

And would you believe he also went to Auburn? Stacy was still there when he chose Auburn over a host of other schools looking for a 
championship-caliber thrower.

“Watching her go there, seeing how she did things … it was like a playbook,” Cory says. “She was a huge help in my transition from 
high school to college. She streamlined the process for me.”

It was at Auburn where Cory one-upped his sister. He not only threw the shot and discus, he also threw the hammer and 

weight – four events, two seasons, indoors and outdoors. Along the way he earned All-America 
distinction nine times. In 2008 he won two NCAA titles, the outdoor shot and hammer. He 
still holds the Auburn records in the hammer and weight. For all his achievements, he was 
named the 2008 USA Field Athlete of the Year.

Randy put Cory’s college career in its proper perspective: “Cory is up there with the most 
complete throwers in America. He was able to throw the hammer, discus, shot and weight – all 
D-1 level throws. You can’t be a nine-time All-American without being able to do that.”

Cory’s career didn’t end with college, though. He went on to throw professionally and with 
great success. In 2010 he boasted the world’s third best throw in the shot put at 72 feet, 6 
inches – still the 20th best throw of all time. He earned a spot on the U.S. team that competed 
at the 2013 World Outdoor Championships in Moscow. He participated in three Olympic 
Trials and came within “about 12-13 inches” of making the U.S. team as a shot putter in 2012.

“Being a U.S. shot putter, it’s a brotherhood.” Cory says. “When you put on that ‘USA’ 
jersey it’s a prideful thing.”

When Cory came up short in the 2016 Olympic Trials, he walked away just as he did on 
that football �eld 15 years before.

“I just left my shoes at the track and retired,” he says. “It was just one of those things 
where you say, ‘Hey, I’m done.’ £ere were no regrets. Every athlete knows when it’s time 
to go onto the next thing.”

For Cory, the next thing is being a husband, father and coach. He is coaching the 
throwers at IU and enjoying a regular schedule for the �rst time in his life. He and his 
wife Taryn have a toddler, Knox.

“I’m out of the house by 7:30 and back by 5:00,” he says. “I’m a big structure guy, and this �ts me �ne. One of my goals was to be a 
pro athlete, to make money while playing sports, and I did that for 8-9 years. I’ve thrown in 24 countries and met all kinds of people.”

And now Cory can take his place alongside his sister in the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame, the �rst brother-sister combination 
in the Hall’s seven-year history.

Stacy now chuckles when she thinks of their sibling rivalry. “I remember our grandmother (Phyllis Martin) saying, ‘Great sibling 
rivalries make successful adults.’ I gave him a goal to shoot for. Cory has always been the better athlete, so this was a foregone 
conclusion.”

“£is is pretty cool,” Cory says. “I followed this since Stacy got inducted. When I look at who’s in there, see the athletes who have 
come out of this county … Stacy and I are now even.” As Randy says, “Now that they are both in, it is comforting to know the 
conversations will be more at ease.”
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�is was a night Jennings Polley didn’t really see coming. At 91, a fellow doesn’t expect 
his teenage accomplishments to �nd a spotlight.

But this is Bloomington, where (1) there is a Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame, 
dedicated to �nding and honoring the best, ever, and (2) the sport of wrestling has a 
distinguished legacy all its own.

So tonight he is one of the six athletes in the seventh induction class for the Hall, the 
oldest ever to go on stage and hear the cheers that he thought stopped for him as an 
athlete 74 years ago.

Jennings won state championships as a Bloomington High wrestler in 1941 and ’43 – 
then went o� to help win a war for his country. When that was over, he came back to 
Bloomington, entered Indiana University, tried wrestling but after two weeks decided to 
focus on studies, and – life went on. Wonderfully.

With his wife of more than 70 years, Patty, sitting nearby in a rocker in their southside 
Bloomington home, Jennings Polley smiled and said quietly, “I’ve had a super life. I can 
honestly say, if I could, I don’t think I’d make any changes.”

As a youngster, nothing in his background or makeup hinted at wrestling greatness. He 
was a Hoosier. He was a freshman at Bloomington High the year IU won its �rst 
NCAA basketball championship (1940).

I wanted to be a basketball player,” he says. “I thought I was pretty good …”

But he was also 5-feet tall and he weighed 79 pounds. He �lled out forms hoping to try out 
for basketball and wrestling. But he was informed – by the basketball coach – that no one 
could play both of those concurrent sports and his advice was to try wrestling.

�at door wasn’t exactly wide open, either. �e �rst rung on the wrestling team then was at 95 
pounds, and he was as unfamiliar with the sport as he was underweight.

“I asked Coach (Harold) Mumby if I could just practice with the team that year and he said I 
could.”

He was practicing with a team that probably had the best coach and certainly was the best 
program in that sport in the entire state. And he learned fast. A year’s growth had him ready 
to go as a sophomore, and a Hall of Fame career began.

�at year, at 95 pounds, he went unbeaten and won the state championship – as a member of 
the state-championship team. And that year, he had what, on re�ection, with all those years 
to sort through, he remembers as his best wrestling moment. “When my �nal match was over, 
and I started to walk o� the mat,” he says. “Dad had been sitting up in the stands. He came 
running down, put his arm around me, and we walked out of the gym together.”

Memories, for Jennings Polley, don’t get any better than that.
He came back a little bit bigger, and wrestling-wiser, and better the next year, with slightly 
lesser results.

“I lost the only two matches of my career,” he says. One was in the state championship match. 
No excuses, just facts: “One thing is I was underweight. I was wrestling at 120 and I should 
have been a 112-pounder.”

�at was the Mumby system: the most crucial competition came daily, in practice. Regularly, 
three-deep, the best at each weight battled each other for the right to be in the Panther lineup.

“I couldn’t beat our 112-pounder (Howard King, who won the state championship that year). 
So I had to go up to 120” … where he lost just the two times and contributed second-place 
points to another team championship.

As a senior, now at 127 pounds, he ran into a new challenge.

“We had the Moore twins on our team, Henry and Jim,” he says. “Jim was in my weight. I had 
to beat him (to have the 127-pound assignment.) I did, he had to go to 133 and he won the 
state championship there.” And Henry won at 112 – on the third state-championship team for 
Jennings Polley. �is was 1943. America was at war. Jennings had two brothers – Leonard, 2½ 
years older, and James, almost two years younger. When Jennings was in basic training at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison in Indianapolis, the family learned that Leonard, a �ghter pilot, apparently 

had been killed in combat over the North Sea.

“We never really knew what happened,” he says. “�e War Department said his group �ew into a heavy cloud formation and when 
they �ew out several planes were missing. His wife had a baby and he never saw it … 20 years old … �ose are hard times. You never 
get over it.”

Jennings was serving in India when word came of the Japanese surrender that ended the war. He was discharged May 26, 1946, and 
that very day life changed. He met Patricia “Patty” Fields that day.

“I hadn’t met her – we had corresponded by letter a few times. She worked with my sister-in-law and for my stepfather at Crane. 
Mom took a liking to her and asked her to write to me a little bit.” On Aug. 9, they were married. From that union came son Michael, 
daughter Rebecca (Williams), then �ve grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren – likely to be well represented at Dad’s-Grand-
pa’s-Great Grandpa’s induction.

Jennings , who as a BHS senior had won the Donald Childs Award as his 
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Sarkes Tarzian in Bloomington, then almost 20 more in “a super job” at 
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“I probably appreciate wrestling more today than ever,” says Jennings, who 
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tive – you have to be at your best. If you don’t do your best when you’re a 
wrestler, you’re not going to make it. You’ve got eight minutes, and that’s it. 
�is is quite an honor. I’m very fortunate. I know a lot of guys in Monroe 
County just as worthy, just as deserving.”

JENNINGS POLLEY
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STEPHANIE BASSETT-ORMAN

You can say that Stephanie Bassett-Orman has been on the run for most of her 
life.

In high school she was a state-caliber runner at Bloomington North. In college 
she was a member of two NCAA championship teams at Wisconsin. At age 40 
she ran in the Chicago and New York Marathons. And now, at age 51, she is still 
logging in 5-8 miles a day. Not bad for a career woman and mother of four.

“I think I still have the endorphins going,” she says. “I’m not a gym person. I like 
being outside, working up a good sweat and getting that heart pumping.”

Stephanie’s heart will be pumping fast as she graciously accepts induction into 
the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I’m not real comfortable speaking in front of large groups,” she says.
Not to worry. �e competitor in her will surely come out.

Bassett-Orman started getting a taste for running while watching her older 
brother, Marty Bassett, become a proud member of North’s 1980 state champion-
ship team.

“I watched my brother become successful and thought I would like to try it,” she 

says. “I went out for track in the spring of my freshman year and got the bug.”
�e following fall she went out for cross country, the �rst year the IHSAA 
sanctioned the sport for girls. A couple of role models for her were upperclassmen 
Amy Crozier and Lisa Lahr. Crozier won a girls’ cross country title in 1980, a year 
before the Indiana High School Athletic Association made girls’ cross country a 
sanctioned sport.

“Amy Crozier is the person I followed and idolized,” Bassett-Orman says. “She 
was the distance running queen my freshman year, a great mentor to me.”

Crozier is now an assistant track and cross country coach at North.

“She was a freshman when I was a senior,” Crozier recalls. “I have a vivid memory 
of her brother Marty coming up to me in the cafeteria and asking if Stephanie 
was going to be any good. I said, ‘You betcha.’ She had the genes on her side and 
the work ethic. Talent combined with a persistent work ethic produces success.”

Lahr saw it, too.

“�ere is a great picture of her in the 1982 yearbook, showing that determined 
look she always had.” Lahr says. “She was so mentally tough and super smart 
about her running. She knew all her competitors and was always a step ahead.”

Bassett-Orman improved with each year in both track and cross country. In her junior 
year she �nished fourth at state in the 1,600-meter run. In her �nal year of cross country 
she was undefeated all the way up to the state meet before �nishing well o� the pace.

“I was one of the favorites and ended up placing in the 20s,” she says.

With the help of coach Ralph Sieboldt, Bassett-Orman shrugged o� the disappointing 
�nish in cross country and vowed to make up for it in track.

“Ralph made it fun, to where racing wasn’t nervous for me,” she says. “I remember going 
to meets in his van with the country music cranked up. He had a good way of promoting 
team chemistry, treating everybody the same.”

“Stephanie had a lot of natural talent but also put in all the hours she needed,” Sieboldt 
said. “She had perfect form, was almost an e�ortless runner. She could challenge herself, 
had that deep-down desire to be up front.”

Bassett-Orman returned to state in the 1,600 and made the most of a second chance, 
winning the event.

“�at was my �nal race in high school, and I didn’t want to let myself down again,” she says. 
“Track was my redemption.”

�e story doesn’t end there. In her freshman year at Wisconsin she �nished 10th in the Big 
Ten meet. Just trying to crack the top seven on that loaded Wisconsin club was a chore. �e 
Badgers had three future Olympians on the squad and never lost a conference meet in 
Bassett-Orman’s four years. �e Badgers won back-to-back NCAA titles in 1984 and ’85.

“I was de�nitely the last in that group, but I made the team,” she says. “Practice was so hard 
that sometimes I left my best races in practice.”

Now she runs for the sheer enjoyment of it.

“To me it’s relaxing, some place I can go and think,” she says.

After college, Bassett-Orman moved to Atlanta with her husband, Greg 
Orman, a runner himself for Western Kentucky back in the day. �ey have 
four children, the youngest being 18-year-old twins, Lexie and Caroline. 
Stephanie also has enjoyed a career as a recruiter for Smart Career Moves.

To come back to Monroe County and be recognized is going to make for a 
special night, she says. “I am so thrilled and honored to be in such a group.”
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For most of his 32 years, Cory Martin has been chasing his big sister Stacy. Cory was an 
eighth grader in 1999 when Stacy, in her senior year at Edgewood High School, 
shattered the state records for the shot put and discus at the IHSAA track meet. She 
made it a clean sweep by also walking away with the mental attitude award that day.

It was such an impressive performance that Stacy was later named Gatorade National 
Athlete of the Year in track and �eld. She continued her success at Auburn University, 
where she set school records in the shot put and discus, winning an SEC title in the shot 
and earning All-American honors.

In 2011, at age 30, Stacy Martin-Tenney was inducted into the Monroe County Sports 
Hall of Fame’s charter class, the youngest of the 15 distinguished members. From Cory’s 
view, that was setting the bar extremely high, coining a term so often used in track.
Fortunately for Cory, he enjoyed the same bene�ts of some very good stock. His father, 
Randy Martin, coached him in both football and track at Edgewood. His mother, 
Maureen, was a coach herself, coaching volleyball at Bloomington North. 

Early in his Edgewood career it looked as though Cory would follow in the footsteps of 
Randy, who played football for Lee Corso at Indiana University. As a 6-foot-2, 225 pound 
junior lineman, Cory was getting Division I looks. However, he was leaning towards track 
and �eld, especially in light of Stacy’s success in the sport.

Just minutes after Edgewood ended its season with a loss to Brebeuf in the 2001 sectional, 
Cory announced he had played his last football game and was going to focus solely on 
track. Randy, an Edgewood assistant coach at the time, was caught by surprise. 

“I’ll never forget walking o� the football �eld that year,” Randy says. “I was a father who 
wanted his kid to play football at IU or Notre Dame, and �ve minutes after the game Cory 
says, ‘Dad, I want to concentrate on track.’ So, I handed in my whistle, too.”

True, Randy stepped down from his football position to help Cory try to duplicate what 
his sister did.

Cory came ever so close to matching Stacy’s high school feats. In the 2003 state track meet his senior year, he won the discus and 
�nished a tantalizingly close second in the shot.

And would you believe he also went to Auburn? Stacy was still there when he chose Auburn over a host of other schools looking for a 
championship-caliber thrower.

“Watching her go there, seeing how she did things … it was like a playbook,” Cory says. “She was a huge help in my transition from 
high school to college. She streamlined the process for me.”

It was at Auburn where Cory one-upped his sister. He not only threw the shot and discus, he also threw the hammer and 

weight – four events, two seasons, indoors and outdoors. Along the way he earned All-America 
distinction nine times. In 2008 he won two NCAA titles, the outdoor shot and hammer. He 
still holds the Auburn records in the hammer and weight. For all his achievements, he was 
named the 2008 USA Field Athlete of the Year.

Randy put Cory’s college career in its proper perspective: “Cory is up there with the most 
complete throwers in America. He was able to throw the hammer, discus, shot and weight – all 
D-1 level throws. You can’t be a nine-time All-American without being able to do that.”

Cory’s career didn’t end with college, though. He went on to throw professionally and with 
great success. In 2010 he boasted the world’s third best throw in the shot put at 72 feet, 6 
inches – still the 20th best throw of all time. He earned a spot on the U.S. team that competed 
at the 2013 World Outdoor Championships in Moscow. He participated in three Olympic 
Trials and came within “about 12-13 inches” of making the U.S. team as a shot putter in 2012.

“Being a U.S. shot putter, it’s a brotherhood.” Cory says. “When you put on that ‘USA’ 
jersey it’s a prideful thing.”

When Cory came up short in the 2016 Olympic Trials, he walked away just as he did on 
that football �eld 15 years before.

“I just left my shoes at the track and retired,” he says. “It was just one of those things 
where you say, ‘Hey, I’m done.’ £ere were no regrets. Every athlete knows when it’s time 
to go onto the next thing.”

For Cory, the next thing is being a husband, father and coach. He is coaching the 
throwers at IU and enjoying a regular schedule for the �rst time in his life. He and his 
wife Taryn have a toddler, Knox.

“I’m out of the house by 7:30 and back by 5:00,” he says. “I’m a big structure guy, and this �ts me �ne. One of my goals was to be a 
pro athlete, to make money while playing sports, and I did that for 8-9 years. I’ve thrown in 24 countries and met all kinds of people.”

And now Cory can take his place alongside his sister in the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame, the �rst brother-sister combination 
in the Hall’s seven-year history.

Stacy now chuckles when she thinks of their sibling rivalry. “I remember our grandmother (Phyllis Martin) saying, ‘Great sibling 
rivalries make successful adults.’ I gave him a goal to shoot for. Cory has always been the better athlete, so this was a foregone 
conclusion.”

“£is is pretty cool,” Cory says. “I followed this since Stacy got inducted. When I look at who’s in there, see the athletes who have 
come out of this county … Stacy and I are now even.” As Randy says, “Now that they are both in, it is comforting to know the 
conversations will be more at ease.”
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JENNINGS POLLEY

�is was a night Jennings Polley didn’t really see coming. At 91, a fellow doesn’t expect 
his teenage accomplishments to �nd a spotlight.

But this is Bloomington, where (1) there is a Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame, 
dedicated to �nding and honoring the best, ever, and (2) the sport of wrestling has a 
distinguished legacy all its own.

So tonight he is one of the six athletes in the seventh induction class for the Hall, the 
oldest ever to go on stage and hear the cheers that he thought stopped for him as an 
athlete 74 years ago.

Jennings won state championships as a Bloomington High wrestler in 1941 and ’43 – 
then went o� to help win a war for his country. When that was over, he came back to 
Bloomington, entered Indiana University, tried wrestling but after two weeks decided to 
focus on studies, and – life went on. Wonderfully.

With his wife of more than 70 years, Patty, sitting nearby in a rocker in their southside 
Bloomington home, Jennings Polley smiled and said quietly, “I’ve had a super life. I can 
honestly say, if I could, I don’t think I’d make any changes.”

As a youngster, nothing in his background or makeup hinted at wrestling greatness. He 
was a Hoosier. He was a freshman at Bloomington High the year IU won its �rst 
NCAA basketball championship (1940).

I wanted to be a basketball player,” he says. “I thought I was pretty good …”

But he was also 5-feet tall and he weighed 79 pounds. He �lled out forms hoping to try out 
for basketball and wrestling. But he was informed – by the basketball coach – that no one 
could play both of those concurrent sports and his advice was to try wrestling.

�at door wasn’t exactly wide open, either. �e �rst rung on the wrestling team then was at 95 
pounds, and he was as unfamiliar with the sport as he was underweight.

“I asked Coach (Harold) Mumby if I could just practice with the team that year and he said I 
could.”

He was practicing with a team that probably had the best coach and certainly was the best 
program in that sport in the entire state. And he learned fast. A year’s growth had him ready 
to go as a sophomore, and a Hall of Fame career began.

�at year, at 95 pounds, he went unbeaten and won the state championship – as a member of 
the state-championship team. And that year, he had what, on re�ection, with all those years 
to sort through, he remembers as his best wrestling moment. “When my �nal match was over, 
and I started to walk o� the mat,” he says. “Dad had been sitting up in the stands. He came 
running down, put his arm around me, and we walked out of the gym together.”

Memories, for Jennings Polley, don’t get any better than that.
He came back a little bit bigger, and wrestling-wiser, and better the next year, with slightly 
lesser results.

“I lost the only two matches of my career,” he says. One was in the state championship match. 
No excuses, just facts: “One thing is I was underweight. I was wrestling at 120 and I should 
have been a 112-pounder.”

�at was the Mumby system: the most crucial competition came daily, in practice. Regularly, 
three-deep, the best at each weight battled each other for the right to be in the Panther lineup.

“I couldn’t beat our 112-pounder (Howard King, who won the state championship that year). 
So I had to go up to 120” … where he lost just the two times and contributed second-place 
points to another team championship.

As a senior, now at 127 pounds, he ran into a new challenge.

“We had the Moore twins on our team, Henry and Jim,” he says. “Jim was in my weight. I had 
to beat him (to have the 127-pound assignment.) I did, he had to go to 133 and he won the 
state championship there.” And Henry won at 112 – on the third state-championship team for 
Jennings Polley. �is was 1943. America was at war. Jennings had two brothers – Leonard, 2½ 
years older, and James, almost two years younger. When Jennings was in basic training at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison in Indianapolis, the family learned that Leonard, a �ghter pilot, apparently 

had been killed in combat over the North Sea.

“We never really knew what happened,” he says. “�e War Department said his group �ew into a heavy cloud formation and when 
they �ew out several planes were missing. His wife had a baby and he never saw it … 20 years old … �ose are hard times. You never 
get over it.”

Jennings was serving in India when word came of the Japanese surrender that ended the war. He was discharged May 26, 1946, and 
that very day life changed. He met Patricia “Patty” Fields that day.

“I hadn’t met her – we had corresponded by letter a few times. She worked with my sister-in-law and for my stepfather at Crane. 
Mom took a liking to her and asked her to write to me a little bit.” On Aug. 9, they were married. From that union came son Michael, 
daughter Rebecca (Williams), then �ve grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren – likely to be well represented at Dad’s-Grand-
pa’s-Great Grandpa’s induction.

Jennings , who as a BHS senior had won the Donald Childs Award as his 
class’s top citizen-scholar-athlete, got a business administration degree 
from IU and went to work – for almost 20 years as a product manager for 
Sarkes Tarzian in Bloomington, then almost 20 more in “a super job” at 
Crane Naval Ammunition Depot.

�e change came reluctantly. “I had a great relationship with Mr. Tarzian,” 
he says. But Tarzian acquisitions in Mexico and Polley’s unwillingness to 
leave Bloomington prompted the switch to Crane. 

“I probably appreciate wrestling more today than ever,” says Jennings, who 
still frequents high school wrestling matches. “It taught me to be competi-
tive – you have to be at your best. If you don’t do your best when you’re a 
wrestler, you’re not going to make it. You’ve got eight minutes, and that’s it. 
�is is quite an honor. I’m very fortunate. I know a lot of guys in Monroe 
County just as worthy, just as deserving.”

JENNINGS POLLEY
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For most of his 32 years, Cory Martin has been chasing his big sister Stacy. Cory was an 
eighth grader in 1999 when Stacy, in her senior year at Edgewood High School, 
shattered the state records for the shot put and discus at the IHSAA track meet. She 
made it a clean sweep by also walking away with the mental attitude award that day.

It was such an impressive performance that Stacy was later named Gatorade National 
Athlete of the Year in track and �eld. She continued her success at Auburn University, 
where she set school records in the shot put and discus, winning an SEC title in the shot 
and earning All-American honors.

In 2011, at age 30, Stacy Martin-Tenney was inducted into the Monroe County Sports 
Hall of Fame’s charter class, the youngest of the 15 distinguished members. From Cory’s 
view, that was setting the bar extremely high, coining a term so often used in track.
Fortunately for Cory, he enjoyed the same bene�ts of some very good stock. His father, 
Randy Martin, coached him in both football and track at Edgewood. His mother, 
Maureen, was a coach herself, coaching volleyball at Bloomington North. 

Early in his Edgewood career it looked as though Cory would follow in the footsteps of 
Randy, who played football for Lee Corso at Indiana University. As a 6-foot-2, 225 pound 
junior lineman, Cory was getting Division I looks. However, he was leaning towards track 
and �eld, especially in light of Stacy’s success in the sport.

Just minutes after Edgewood ended its season with a loss to Brebeuf in the 2001 sectional, 
Cory announced he had played his last football game and was going to focus solely on 
track. Randy, an Edgewood assistant coach at the time, was caught by surprise. 

“I’ll never forget walking o� the football �eld that year,” Randy says. “I was a father who 
wanted his kid to play football at IU or Notre Dame, and �ve minutes after the game Cory 
says, ‘Dad, I want to concentrate on track.’ So, I handed in my whistle, too.”

True, Randy stepped down from his football position to help Cory try to duplicate what 
his sister did.

Cory came ever so close to matching Stacy’s high school feats. In the 2003 state track meet his senior year, he won the discus and 
�nished a tantalizingly close second in the shot.

And would you believe he also went to Auburn? Stacy was still there when he chose Auburn over a host of other schools looking for a 
championship-caliber thrower.

“Watching her go there, seeing how she did things … it was like a playbook,” Cory says. “She was a huge help in my transition from 
high school to college. She streamlined the process for me.”

It was at Auburn where Cory one-upped his sister. He not only threw the shot and discus, he also threw the hammer and 

weight – four events, two seasons, indoors and outdoors. Along the way he earned All-America 
distinction nine times. In 2008 he won two NCAA titles, the outdoor shot and hammer. He 
still holds the Auburn records in the hammer and weight. For all his achievements, he was 
named the 2008 USA Field Athlete of the Year.

Randy put Cory’s college career in its proper perspective: “Cory is up there with the most 
complete throwers in America. He was able to throw the hammer, discus, shot and weight – all 
D-1 level throws. You can’t be a nine-time All-American without being able to do that.”

Cory’s career didn’t end with college, though. He went on to throw professionally and with 
great success. In 2010 he boasted the world’s third best throw in the shot put at 72 feet, 6 
inches – still the 20th best throw of all time. He earned a spot on the U.S. team that competed 
at the 2013 World Outdoor Championships in Moscow. He participated in three Olympic 
Trials and came within “about 12-13 inches” of making the U.S. team as a shot putter in 2012.

“Being a U.S. shot putter, it’s a brotherhood.” Cory says. “When you put on that ‘USA’ 
jersey it’s a prideful thing.”

When Cory came up short in the 2016 Olympic Trials, he walked away just as he did on 
that football �eld 15 years before.

“I just left my shoes at the track and retired,” he says. “It was just one of those things 
where you say, ‘Hey, I’m done.’ £ere were no regrets. Every athlete knows when it’s time 
to go onto the next thing.”

For Cory, the next thing is being a husband, father and coach. He is coaching the 
throwers at IU and enjoying a regular schedule for the �rst time in his life. He and his 
wife Taryn have a toddler, Knox.

“I’m out of the house by 7:30 and back by 5:00,” he says. “I’m a big structure guy, and this �ts me �ne. One of my goals was to be a 
pro athlete, to make money while playing sports, and I did that for 8-9 years. I’ve thrown in 24 countries and met all kinds of people.”

And now Cory can take his place alongside his sister in the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame, the �rst brother-sister combination 
in the Hall’s seven-year history.

Stacy now chuckles when she thinks of their sibling rivalry. “I remember our grandmother (Phyllis Martin) saying, ‘Great sibling 
rivalries make successful adults.’ I gave him a goal to shoot for. Cory has always been the better athlete, so this was a foregone 
conclusion.”

“£is is pretty cool,” Cory says. “I followed this since Stacy got inducted. When I look at who’s in there, see the athletes who have 
come out of this county … Stacy and I are now even.” As Randy says, “Now that they are both in, it is comforting to know the 
conversations will be more at ease.”
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�is was a night Jennings Polley didn’t really see coming. At 91, a fellow doesn’t expect 
his teenage accomplishments to �nd a spotlight.

But this is Bloomington, where (1) there is a Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame, 
dedicated to �nding and honoring the best, ever, and (2) the sport of wrestling has a 
distinguished legacy all its own.

So tonight he is one of the six athletes in the seventh induction class for the Hall, the 
oldest ever to go on stage and hear the cheers that he thought stopped for him as an 
athlete 74 years ago.

Jennings won state championships as a Bloomington High wrestler in 1941 and ’43 – 
then went o� to help win a war for his country. When that was over, he came back to 
Bloomington, entered Indiana University, tried wrestling but after two weeks decided to 
focus on studies, and – life went on. Wonderfully.

With his wife of more than 70 years, Patty, sitting nearby in a rocker in their southside 
Bloomington home, Jennings Polley smiled and said quietly, “I’ve had a super life. I can 
honestly say, if I could, I don’t think I’d make any changes.”

As a youngster, nothing in his background or makeup hinted at wrestling greatness. He 
was a Hoosier. He was a freshman at Bloomington High the year IU won its �rst 
NCAA basketball championship (1940).

I wanted to be a basketball player,” he says. “I thought I was pretty good …”

But he was also 5-feet tall and he weighed 79 pounds. He �lled out forms hoping to try out 
for basketball and wrestling. But he was informed – by the basketball coach – that no one 
could play both of those concurrent sports and his advice was to try wrestling.

�at door wasn’t exactly wide open, either. �e �rst rung on the wrestling team then was at 95 
pounds, and he was as unfamiliar with the sport as he was underweight.

“I asked Coach (Harold) Mumby if I could just practice with the team that year and he said I 
could.”

He was practicing with a team that probably had the best coach and certainly was the best 
program in that sport in the entire state. And he learned fast. A year’s growth had him ready 
to go as a sophomore, and a Hall of Fame career began.

�at year, at 95 pounds, he went unbeaten and won the state championship – as a member of 
the state-championship team. And that year, he had what, on re�ection, with all those years 
to sort through, he remembers as his best wrestling moment. “When my �nal match was over, 
and I started to walk o� the mat,” he says. “Dad had been sitting up in the stands. He came 
running down, put his arm around me, and we walked out of the gym together.”

Memories, for Jennings Polley, don’t get any better than that.
He came back a little bit bigger, and wrestling-wiser, and better the next year, with slightly 
lesser results.

“I lost the only two matches of my career,” he says. One was in the state championship match. 
No excuses, just facts: “One thing is I was underweight. I was wrestling at 120 and I should 
have been a 112-pounder.”

�at was the Mumby system: the most crucial competition came daily, in practice. Regularly, 
three-deep, the best at each weight battled each other for the right to be in the Panther lineup.

“I couldn’t beat our 112-pounder (Howard King, who won the state championship that year). 
So I had to go up to 120” … where he lost just the two times and contributed second-place 
points to another team championship.

As a senior, now at 127 pounds, he ran into a new challenge.

“We had the Moore twins on our team, Henry and Jim,” he says. “Jim was in my weight. I had 
to beat him (to have the 127-pound assignment.) I did, he had to go to 133 and he won the 
state championship there.” And Henry won at 112 – on the third state-championship team for 
Jennings Polley. �is was 1943. America was at war. Jennings had two brothers – Leonard, 2½ 
years older, and James, almost two years younger. When Jennings was in basic training at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison in Indianapolis, the family learned that Leonard, a �ghter pilot, apparently 

had been killed in combat over the North Sea.

“We never really knew what happened,” he says. “�e War Department said his group �ew into a heavy cloud formation and when 
they �ew out several planes were missing. His wife had a baby and he never saw it … 20 years old … �ose are hard times. You never 
get over it.”

Jennings was serving in India when word came of the Japanese surrender that ended the war. He was discharged May 26, 1946, and 
that very day life changed. He met Patricia “Patty” Fields that day.

“I hadn’t met her – we had corresponded by letter a few times. She worked with my sister-in-law and for my stepfather at Crane. 
Mom took a liking to her and asked her to write to me a little bit.” On Aug. 9, they were married. From that union came son Michael, 
daughter Rebecca (Williams), then �ve grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren – likely to be well represented at Dad’s-Grand-
pa’s-Great Grandpa’s induction.

Jennings , who as a BHS senior had won the Donald Childs Award as his 
class’s top citizen-scholar-athlete, got a business administration degree 
from IU and went to work – for almost 20 years as a product manager for 
Sarkes Tarzian in Bloomington, then almost 20 more in “a super job” at 
Crane Naval Ammunition Depot.

�e change came reluctantly. “I had a great relationship with Mr. Tarzian,” 
he says. But Tarzian acquisitions in Mexico and Polley’s unwillingness to 
leave Bloomington prompted the switch to Crane. 

“I probably appreciate wrestling more today than ever,” says Jennings, who 
still frequents high school wrestling matches. “It taught me to be competi-
tive – you have to be at your best. If you don’t do your best when you’re a 
wrestler, you’re not going to make it. You’ve got eight minutes, and that’s it. 
�is is quite an honor. I’m very fortunate. I know a lot of guys in Monroe 
County just as worthy, just as deserving.”

JENNINGS POLLEY
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You can’t keep a good man down.
Mark Litz is proof of that.

At age 15 Litz was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes, but that didn’t stop him from making 
all-state in football and getting drafted by two Major League baseball teams.

His baseball career was derailed by elbow surgery, so Litz switched to golf. He went on to win 
three Bloomington city titles and eventually become a teaching pro.

�e loss of a foot in a mowing accident would have made most men retire from golf, but Litz is 
still coaching and playing today.

For all that, he should receive a Purple Heart, but he is quite willing to 
settle for induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I have looked at the people who are in it, and it’s pretty special group,” he says. 

And Litz is every bit as special. How many men could keep reinventing himself the way he 
has? Having to endure regular injections of insulin might have interfered with a lot of 
athletic careers, but Litz didn’t let diabetes de�ne him.

“For a long time I kept it secret because I didn’t want to be judged on that,” he says. “I didn’t 
want any freebies because of it. It was there and wasn’t going to leave. It never kept me from 
doing anything, just maybe doing some things better. It’s still a part of me.”

Litz was an outstanding receiver and punter on the 1968 and ’69 
consecutive undefeated football teams at Bloomington High, the �rst two of six straight 
unbeaten campaigns in the Panthers’ historic 60-game streak.

He was even more of an impact player in baseball, where as a pitcher he caught the eyes of 
scouts from the Cincinnati Reds and Seattle Pilots. He was drafted by both clubs but chose 
to play college baseball for Ernie Andres at Indiana University.

“Back then there wasn’t a whole lot of �nancial reward getting drafted out of high school 
unless you were a superstar,” he says. “I didn’t want to spend the next few years riding on a 
bus playing single-A or double-A baseball. I wanted to go to college and get my degree.”
It turned out to be a wise choice on Litz’s part. His elbow gave out on him his sophomore 
year, requiring a procedure that is now known as “Tommy John Surgery.” Litz realized he 
probably would never be the pitcher he was, so he decided to go out for golf at IU.
“I had already developed a real love for golf before that (elbow injury) happened, but the 
fact that I wasn’t going to play baseball anymore, I decided it was going to have to be golf.”

Litz ended up playing two years for Bob Fitch, and that ultimately led to a career in golf. 
He was fresh o� the IU team when he won the �rst of his three Bloomington city golf titles 

in 1974. He went on to win back-to-back titles in 1981 and ’82, and served as director of 
golf at Cascades Golf Course in Bloomington from 1983-2003.

During his tenure Cascades was expanded from 18 holes to 27 holes, the clubhouse was 
remodeled, hundreds of trees were planted and cart paths were refurbished. He also helped 
develop junior golf through the highly successful “Hook a Kid on Golf ” program.
Litz continued to teach and coach golf, working as a head pro at the Indiana University 
course and also Eagle Pointe. And then in an instant in 2014, Litz su�ered another major 
setback. He was on his riding mower, navigating the slope of his yard like he had done 
hundreds of times before when the right front tire got wedged between two trees.

“�e weight of the mower was going downhill and started to £ip,” he recalls vividly. “I 
realized I had to jump and get as far away as I could. It still got my right foot. I knew I had 
done something bad.”

His foot was mangled. He wound up on a helicopter speeding to Methodist Hospital in 
Indianapolis.  He eventually faced two choices: keep the foot and face months and maybe 
years of therapy with no guarantee the foot would survive; or have it removed immediately 
and get �tted with a prosthesis. 

“�ey gave me the option of trying to save the foot and painting the picture of a lot of drugs and 
not a great quality of life,” he says. “I waited until the next morning to see if the foot looked any 
better.”

It didn’t, and Litz opted to have it amputated six inches below the knee. Four months later he 
was walking on a prosthesis – without a cane. He is now back to playing golf and serving as a 
volunteer assistant coach for the Bloomington South girls’ golf team.

“I’ve only fallen once while playing golf, and that was as I was trying to get out of a sand trap,” 
he says. “My only rule when I play golf now is that nobody is allowed to laugh until I laugh �rst.”

�inking about his induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame he says, “�e terms 
that keep coming up are ‘timing,’ being in the right place at the right time. I grew up in a 
neighborhood where we were all good athletes and pretty good friends. 
We lived close to Bryan Park and used it every day for some sports.

“I played for some great coaches – Fred Hu�, Tom Sells, Ed Gallo in football. 
Marvin Groh knew more about baseball than anybody I’ve ever been around. I 
look at the people who are in the Hall of Fame and one is Russ Carpenter, as 
close to a brother as anybody I’ve ever had. I grew up with (Hall of Famers) 
Bill Armstrong, Dobby Grossman and Danny Grossman, people I’ve known 
since I was nine, ten years old. I feel very proud to be included.”

By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
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Ralph Sieboldt has a long record of personal accomplishment that quali	es him for 
induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. But what he has done along the 
way to help other people achieve dreams and do things beyond maybe their own concep-
tions not only augments his Hall of Fame case, but boosted some others on their own Hall 
of Fame climb.

Two athletes are going in with him in this seventh inductee class, Stephanie Bassett-Or-
man and Jennifer (Warthan) Hester. Others picked earlier include Tina (Debro) Hauger, 
Jared Je�ries, Sean May and two coaches, Tom McKinney and Charlie Warthan. �e 
names, the connections, are many through the list that Sieboldt now joins.
“I always worked with good people,” he says. 

�ere’s usually a reason for things like that, just as there are reasons – good, convincing 
reasons – why North High boys and girls track teams compete on Ralph Sieboldt Track.
“Now, that surprised me,” Sieboldt says of the action that put his name on the facility. “I 
really appreciated that.”

Ralph was not a great athlete but good enough to be sectional mile champion his senior 
year at Bloomington High. He played some football, up through his sophomore year. 
Basketball? “I played when I was a freshman. I retired then. I wasn’t good at that.”
But he did like to run, the longer the distance, the better. He learned about that skill 
almost by accident. He was in pursuit of a Boy Scout merit badge when track coach Bill 

Milne said he had two guys who were going to run two miles and 
suggested Sieboldt run with them. He beat one of them and found out 
the competition was to 	ll out the BHS team for the state cross country 
meet. He impressed Milne enough that he promised him the merit 
badge – if he came out for track the next spring.

“I ran the mile – because they didn’t have the two-mile (in state 
competition) yet,” he said. “I won the sectional my senior year, but I 
actually had a better time my junior year and 	nished third or fourth. It 
would have been better for me if they’d had a two-mile.”

He had been bitten by then -- by the coaching bug.

“I wanted to coach,” he says. “�at’s the reason I got a teaching degree.”
And he had his working model: Milne.

“Eighty percent of what I did in coaching I learned from that man,” he says. “He could get more out of a kid than anyone I knew. I 
loved seeing kids compete, and improve. I always felt that a kid could get better – that mental was as much as physical in coaching.”
Sieboldt went to college out of Monroe County and spent his 	rst several years in coaching outside the county, but most of the time 
that meant a lot of driving from a basic Bloomington base.

“�e only time I actually lived outside Monroe County was my 	rst two years at Vincennes and my 	rst year at Indiana State,” he says. 
“My second year there, I commuted.”

At Vincennes, he ran on the school’s 	rst track and cross country teams. He was always headed for a coaching future, but he had a 
varied career on the way.

“My family has always tried to achieve,” he says. “My Dad (Gus, president of the 
Bloomington-based Ralph Rogers company when he retired) pushed us pretty hard.” 
�at “us” included Ralph’s older brothers, Harley and Richard, now deceased, and 
sister Sue (Bowman) and, his twin, Ruth (Eads). Ralph and wife Linda (they 
celebrated their golden anniversary June 24, 2016) have their own family that 
includes daughters Lori (Evansville) and Tracy (Terre Haute), and grandchildren 
Max and Abi Lowery, and Tessa and Tara Blanc.

“�e day I graduated from high school, I went to work for Weddle Brothers.” 
Sieboldt says. “�at’s why I’m a bricklayer by trade. I was a bricklayer for 20 years, in 
the summertime. I never got tired of anything because I was always doing something 
di�erent. I enjoyed life. My father-in-law had a 200-acre farm, so I always had 
something to do.”

Coaching really began for him a week before school started in the fall of 1969, when 
Indian Creek hired him as a teacher and assistant track coach.

“�e next year, I took over cross country – the next year, cross country and track,” he 
says.

He stayed at the school, whose district straddles Morgan and Johnson counties, for nine years. His teams won four Mid-Hoosier 
Conference championships in track and four in cross country.

�en, in the fall of 1978, “John McNichols, Charlie Warthan and I all went to North in the same year – John as head track coach, 
Charlie cross country, and I was the freshman coach,” he recalls.

At North is where Sieboldt began coaching girls, 	rst in cross country and then in track. Over a 20-year period his teams won 18 
sectionals and 10 regionals, and he had 	ve state champions. And, in girls cross country alone, those teams included 12 school 
valedictorians.

“My 	rst state champion was Stephanie Bassett, in the mile,” he points out with pride.
Along the way, he went for and got the girls’ athletic directorship, because he wanted to do all he could to improve the 
across-the-board coaching North girls teams received, and the facilities they had for practice and competition. When asked to take on 
the boys athletic directorship as well, he bargained – “Get me a good secretary, which they really did” – and accepted.

And that’s why on the night in 1997 when North’s boys – under a coach he had hired, Tom McKinney – won the last of the 87 open 
state high school basketball championships, Ralph Sieboldt felt very much a part. �at night, he said, “It’s up there. It’s not like 
coaching, but it de	nitely was the highlight of being athletic director.”

And there were other highlights, way up there the seven weeks of the summer of 1996 he spent in Atlanta with a unique title: “track 
carpenter,” for the Olympic Games. His IU coaching friend Phil Henson, who had charge of the vast track and 	eld program at 
Atlanta, saw that title on the list of jobs he had to 	ll and thought of only one man. Ralph ( Jack-of-All-Trades) Sieboldt took it, loved 
it, and excelled at it.

His was a curvy route to this Hall, this man who “never got tired of anything because I was always doing something di�erent.”
�is man who “enjoyed life.”
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You can’t keep a good man down.
Mark Litz is proof of that.

At age 15 Litz was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes, but that didn’t stop him from making 
all-state in football and getting drafted by two Major League baseball teams.

His baseball career was derailed by elbow surgery, so Litz switched to golf. He went on to win 
three Bloomington city titles and eventually become a teaching pro.

�e loss of a foot in a mowing accident would have made most men retire from golf, but Litz is 
still coaching and playing today.

For all that, he should receive a Purple Heart, but he is quite willing to 
settle for induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I have looked at the people who are in it, and it’s pretty special group,” he says. 

And Litz is every bit as special. How many men could keep reinventing himself the way he 
has? Having to endure regular injections of insulin might have interfered with a lot of 
athletic careers, but Litz didn’t let diabetes de�ne him.

“For a long time I kept it secret because I didn’t want to be judged on that,” he says. “I didn’t 
want any freebies because of it. It was there and wasn’t going to leave. It never kept me from 
doing anything, just maybe doing some things better. It’s still a part of me.”

Litz was an outstanding receiver and punter on the 1968 and ’69 
consecutive undefeated football teams at Bloomington High, the �rst two of six straight 
unbeaten campaigns in the Panthers’ historic 60-game streak.

He was even more of an impact player in baseball, where as a pitcher he caught the eyes of 
scouts from the Cincinnati Reds and Seattle Pilots. He was drafted by both clubs but chose 
to play college baseball for Ernie Andres at Indiana University.

“Back then there wasn’t a whole lot of �nancial reward getting drafted out of high school 
unless you were a superstar,” he says. “I didn’t want to spend the next few years riding on a 
bus playing single-A or double-A baseball. I wanted to go to college and get my degree.”
It turned out to be a wise choice on Litz’s part. His elbow gave out on him his sophomore 
year, requiring a procedure that is now known as “Tommy John Surgery.” Litz realized he 
probably would never be the pitcher he was, so he decided to go out for golf at IU.
“I had already developed a real love for golf before that (elbow injury) happened, but the 
fact that I wasn’t going to play baseball anymore, I decided it was going to have to be golf.”

Litz ended up playing two years for Bob Fitch, and that ultimately led to a career in golf. 
He was fresh o� the IU team when he won the �rst of his three Bloomington city golf titles 

in 1974. He went on to win back-to-back titles in 1981 and ’82, and served as director of 
golf at Cascades Golf Course in Bloomington from 1983-2003.

During his tenure Cascades was expanded from 18 holes to 27 holes, the clubhouse was 
remodeled, hundreds of trees were planted and cart paths were refurbished. He also helped 
develop junior golf through the highly successful “Hook a Kid on Golf ” program.
Litz continued to teach and coach golf, working as a head pro at the Indiana University 
course and also Eagle Pointe. And then in an instant in 2014, Litz su�ered another major 
setback. He was on his riding mower, navigating the slope of his yard like he had done 
hundreds of times before when the right front tire got wedged between two trees.

“�e weight of the mower was going downhill and started to £ip,” he recalls vividly. “I 
realized I had to jump and get as far away as I could. It still got my right foot. I knew I had 
done something bad.”

His foot was mangled. He wound up on a helicopter speeding to Methodist Hospital in 
Indianapolis.  He eventually faced two choices: keep the foot and face months and maybe 
years of therapy with no guarantee the foot would survive; or have it removed immediately 
and get �tted with a prosthesis. 

“�ey gave me the option of trying to save the foot and painting the picture of a lot of drugs and 
not a great quality of life,” he says. “I waited until the next morning to see if the foot looked any 
better.”

It didn’t, and Litz opted to have it amputated six inches below the knee. Four months later he 
was walking on a prosthesis – without a cane. He is now back to playing golf and serving as a 
volunteer assistant coach for the Bloomington South girls’ golf team.

“I’ve only fallen once while playing golf, and that was as I was trying to get out of a sand trap,” 
he says. “My only rule when I play golf now is that nobody is allowed to laugh until I laugh �rst.”

�inking about his induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame he says, “�e terms 
that keep coming up are ‘timing,’ being in the right place at the right time. I grew up in a 
neighborhood where we were all good athletes and pretty good friends. 
We lived close to Bryan Park and used it every day for some sports.

“I played for some great coaches – Fred Hu�, Tom Sells, Ed Gallo in football. 
Marvin Groh knew more about baseball than anybody I’ve ever been around. I 
look at the people who are in the Hall of Fame and one is Russ Carpenter, as 
close to a brother as anybody I’ve ever had. I grew up with (Hall of Famers) 
Bill Armstrong, Dobby Grossman and Danny Grossman, people I’ve known 
since I was nine, ten years old. I feel very proud to be included.”
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Ralph Sieboldt has a long record of personal accomplishment that quali	es him for 
induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. But what he has done along the 
way to help other people achieve dreams and do things beyond maybe their own concep-
tions not only augments his Hall of Fame case, but boosted some others on their own Hall 
of Fame climb.

Two athletes are going in with him in this seventh inductee class, Stephanie Bassett-Or-
man and Jennifer (Warthan) Hester. Others picked earlier include Tina (Debro) Hauger, 
Jared Je�ries, Sean May and two coaches, Tom McKinney and Charlie Warthan. �e 
names, the connections, are many through the list that Sieboldt now joins.
“I always worked with good people,” he says. 

�ere’s usually a reason for things like that, just as there are reasons – good, convincing 
reasons – why North High boys and girls track teams compete on Ralph Sieboldt Track.
“Now, that surprised me,” Sieboldt says of the action that put his name on the facility. “I 
really appreciated that.”

Ralph was not a great athlete but good enough to be sectional mile champion his senior 
year at Bloomington High. He played some football, up through his sophomore year. 
Basketball? “I played when I was a freshman. I retired then. I wasn’t good at that.”
But he did like to run, the longer the distance, the better. He learned about that skill 
almost by accident. He was in pursuit of a Boy Scout merit badge when track coach Bill 

Milne said he had two guys who were going to run two miles and 
suggested Sieboldt run with them. He beat one of them and found out 
the competition was to 	ll out the BHS team for the state cross country 
meet. He impressed Milne enough that he promised him the merit 
badge – if he came out for track the next spring.

“I ran the mile – because they didn’t have the two-mile (in state 
competition) yet,” he said. “I won the sectional my senior year, but I 
actually had a better time my junior year and 	nished third or fourth. It 
would have been better for me if they’d had a two-mile.”

He had been bitten by then -- by the coaching bug.

“I wanted to coach,” he says. “�at’s the reason I got a teaching degree.”
And he had his working model: Milne.

“Eighty percent of what I did in coaching I learned from that man,” he says. “He could get more out of a kid than anyone I knew. I 
loved seeing kids compete, and improve. I always felt that a kid could get better – that mental was as much as physical in coaching.”
Sieboldt went to college out of Monroe County and spent his 	rst several years in coaching outside the county, but most of the time 
that meant a lot of driving from a basic Bloomington base.

“�e only time I actually lived outside Monroe County was my 	rst two years at Vincennes and my 	rst year at Indiana State,” he says. 
“My second year there, I commuted.”

At Vincennes, he ran on the school’s 	rst track and cross country teams. He was always headed for a coaching future, but he had a 
varied career on the way.

“My family has always tried to achieve,” he says. “My Dad (Gus, president of the 
Bloomington-based Ralph Rogers company when he retired) pushed us pretty hard.” 
�at “us” included Ralph’s older brothers, Harley and Richard, now deceased, and 
sister Sue (Bowman) and, his twin, Ruth (Eads). Ralph and wife Linda (they 
celebrated their golden anniversary June 24, 2016) have their own family that 
includes daughters Lori (Evansville) and Tracy (Terre Haute), and grandchildren 
Max and Abi Lowery, and Tessa and Tara Blanc.

“�e day I graduated from high school, I went to work for Weddle Brothers.” 
Sieboldt says. “�at’s why I’m a bricklayer by trade. I was a bricklayer for 20 years, in 
the summertime. I never got tired of anything because I was always doing something 
di�erent. I enjoyed life. My father-in-law had a 200-acre farm, so I always had 
something to do.”

Coaching really began for him a week before school started in the fall of 1969, when 
Indian Creek hired him as a teacher and assistant track coach.

“�e next year, I took over cross country – the next year, cross country and track,” he 
says.

He stayed at the school, whose district straddles Morgan and Johnson counties, for nine years. His teams won four Mid-Hoosier 
Conference championships in track and four in cross country.

�en, in the fall of 1978, “John McNichols, Charlie Warthan and I all went to North in the same year – John as head track coach, 
Charlie cross country, and I was the freshman coach,” he recalls.

At North is where Sieboldt began coaching girls, 	rst in cross country and then in track. Over a 20-year period his teams won 18 
sectionals and 10 regionals, and he had 	ve state champions. And, in girls cross country alone, those teams included 12 school 
valedictorians.

“My 	rst state champion was Stephanie Bassett, in the mile,” he points out with pride.
Along the way, he went for and got the girls’ athletic directorship, because he wanted to do all he could to improve the 
across-the-board coaching North girls teams received, and the facilities they had for practice and competition. When asked to take on 
the boys athletic directorship as well, he bargained – “Get me a good secretary, which they really did” – and accepted.

And that’s why on the night in 1997 when North’s boys – under a coach he had hired, Tom McKinney – won the last of the 87 open 
state high school basketball championships, Ralph Sieboldt felt very much a part. �at night, he said, “It’s up there. It’s not like 
coaching, but it de	nitely was the highlight of being athletic director.”

And there were other highlights, way up there the seven weeks of the summer of 1996 he spent in Atlanta with a unique title: “track 
carpenter,” for the Olympic Games. His IU coaching friend Phil Henson, who had charge of the vast track and 	eld program at 
Atlanta, saw that title on the list of jobs he had to 	ll and thought of only one man. Ralph ( Jack-of-All-Trades) Sieboldt took it, loved 
it, and excelled at it.

His was a curvy route to this Hall, this man who “never got tired of anything because I was always doing something di�erent.”
�is man who “enjoyed life.”
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All you need to know about Jennifer (Warthan) Hester is that there is no quit in this 
woman.

As a great distance runner at Bloomington North in the late 1980s and early 1990s, her 
story is as much about failure as it is about triumph. In both her sophomore and junior 
years, she was headed for top 10 �nishes in the state cross country meet, only to collapse 
within a few yards of the �nish line. �at junior season, she was well ahead of the pack and 
on her way to victory when she crumpled to the ground. In her delirium she tried to get to 
her feet, but runner after runner passed her before she staggered to a 14th place �nish.

A year later, Hester found herself in the same spot, facing the same ghosts, but this time her 
body did not fail her. She not only walked away with the gold medal that day, she also left 
the course with the IHSAA’s Mental Attitude Award.

�ose earlier failures, and the fact that she overcome them in the end, became a driving 
force in her life, helping her go on to a highly successful career as a track and cross country 
coach at North.  She is now rewarded with induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall 
of Fame.

She is not the �rst Warthan to be accorded this honor. In 2015, her father, Charlie Warthan, 
was inducted for his eminently successful coaching career. Jennifer’s induction makes it the 
�rst father-daughter combination to grace the Hall in its seven-year history.

Charlie is not at all surprised to see his daughter reach such heights.

“She has always been a special person,” he says. “She is goal-driven, a perfectionist. �at has 
paid o� for her.”

With Charlie coaching the North cross country and track teams, “it was in my DNA,” 
Jennifer says. “While other kids were watching cartoons on Saturdays, I was tagging along 
with my dad to meets. I was a cross country and track ‘gym rat.’ I don’t think I missed a 
meet after the age of �ve.”

“It wasn’t like we had to drag her there,” Charlie says.
When Jennifer arrived at North, Ralph Sieboldt became her distance running coach. It 
pleases her very much that Sieboldt also is being inducted this year.
“I have a hard time calling him ‘Ralph.’ He is still ‘Coach’ to me,” she says. “He was like my 

school dad. He taught me how to be less serious, relax and enjoy being a high school kid. I would get stressed out with my grades and 
my running, and he would tell me, ‘Go watch a high school basketball game.’ I’ve had a lot of great in�uences in my life, people who 
took the time.”

“Jenny had such a desire to do well,” Sieboldt says. “She was a 4.0 student all the way through. In a race she would block everything 
out and concentrate. I think she almost forgot to breathe. I had to tell her not to focus so hard.”

“She was probably her hardest critic,” her dad says.

However, Hester was not a harsh critic when it came to coaching young ladies at North.
“She had a good handle on how much female athletes could do,” Sieboldt says. “She knew 
how to relate to kids, always had a good rapport.”

“I just tried to tailor to the kids’ individual strengths,” she says.

Her coaching philosophy paid o� with two sectional and two regional championships in 
cross country, plus one semistate title. Her 2007 team �nished �fth at state. Hester also 
served as girls’ athletic director for four years at North.

Hardly a day goes by when she doesn’t think about the highs and lows of her athletic 
career. She tried to continue to her running career at Indiana University, but a series of 
stress fractures forced her to retire. It would be easy for her to play that “What if ?” game, 
but she refuses to do that. �at day in her junior year, when she was so close to the �nish 
line she could almost touch it, and then the collapse …
  
“�at was a de�ning moment in my life,” she says. “It still a�ects me today. I re�ect on that 
when I’m at a low place, if I’m struggling or thinking about giving up. I remind myself of 
the �ght within me, how hard I had to �ght to achieve a goal. I want to take that into my 
goals as a wife, mother and teacher.

She is now a mother to �ve children and a teacher 
at Columbus North. She also sponsors the 
Student Athletic Board there. Her husband, Je� 
Hester, is the Athletic Director at Columbus 
North.

“�e value I have as a person doesn’t come from 
what I accomplished in cross country, track or the 
classroom,” Jennifer says. “�at’s all just a product 
of what I do. Who I am depends upon my 
character, what’s inside of me. My value comes 
from who I am, not what I’ve done.”

JENNIFER (WARTHAN) HESTER
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‘FATHER’ OF MONROE COUNTY SOCCER

Have you ever been to Karst Park on a Saturday morning in the spring or fall?  Seen the 
hundreds of kids playing soccer on the multitude of �elds? You can attribute the popularity 
of youth soccer in Bloomington to one person – Jerry Yeagley.  And that is why he is 
recipient of the Contributor Award for the 2017 class of the Monroe County Sports Hall of 
Fame.

He and son Todd, a 2013 inductee, are the second father-son duo in the Hall’s seven-year 
history. Dan and Rex Grossman were the �rst.

Of course, Yeagley is also arguably the greatest collegiate soccer coach of all-time – 31 years 
at Indiana University with a winning percentage of 83% (544-101-45), six national titles, an 
unprecedented six National Coach-of-the-Year honors.  He coached 31 All-Americans and 
�ve Hermann Trophy winners.  And yet, his o�-the-�eld contributions to the sport rival his 
on-�eld successes.

Yeagley came to IU in 1963 after playing on a national championship team at West Chester 
State (Pa.) and earning a Master’s Degree at the University of Pittsburgh. Soccer, at the 
time, was not a varsity sport at IU.

“I had some other o�ers but I chose to come to IU because they needed someone to be the 

‘supervisor’ of the soccer club,” Yeagley says.  “I was a full-time professor, 
teaching a full class load.  But it was my hope that soccer would eventually 
become a varsity sport. £at was in the back of my mind. £e Big Ten had 
only two varsity programs at that time. But, honestly, if I had known it was 
going to be 10 years before the club team became varsity, I’m not sure I 
would have come.” 

At that time varsity soccer was not on the radar screen for most IU adminis-
trators. 

“I was trying to ‘beat the drum’ to get support for varsity status but at one 
point was told to ‘back o�.’  Among his allies, however, was President 
Herman B Wells, who liked the prospect of soccer because of the interna-
tional aspect of the sport.  So, in 1973, soccer was incorporated as a varsity 
sport at IU.

However, the Bloomington community had very little knowledge, or interest, in soccer. 

“Every place I had been out east there was youth soccer,” Yeagley says.  “Before it became a varsity sport it was hard to buy a soccer ball.  
It was my vision to start youth soccer, not only in Bloomington, but around the state.”

Yeagley had help.  Assistant Coach Donnie Rawson along with fervent soccer supporters such as Nick Matavuli and George Oclander 
went into the high schools and the community trying to get soccer started.  £e Boys Club of Bloomington then started youth soccer, 
and little by little the popularity began to grow, despite a shortage of facilities.

“Back in the day we had to look for any �eld we could �nd to hold a practice,” Yeagley 
says.  

Over time, the youth programs exploded exponentially.

“£ere is a lot of satisfaction and reward to see the growth from an embryonic stage to a 
highly visible support in the community,” Yeagley says. “To have the soccer �elds at the 
high schools, to have Karst Park (a sprawling county soccer �eld), is very rewarding.”

Son Todd is a product of the development.  He played on the �rst varsity team at 
Bloomington South, was an All-American at IU, and followed Jerry into coaching. He 
took over the IU coaching job in 2010 and won a national title in his third season.

£e Yeagley family includes wife Marilyn, Todd and his three sons (Ben, Grant and Jay), 
and daughter Yvette, who lives in Louisville and has children Alexandria, Jack and Josie.

“It’s special to be going into the Hall of Fame with Todd, and the past and present inductees, many of who I know and are good 
friends with,” Yeagley says.  “To be recognized as a contributor for something that has been my passion, I’m truly honored and grate-
ful.”  

£e MCSHOF honor is the latest in Yeagley's line of achievements.  He was inducted into the Pennsylvania Athletic Hall of Fame in 
1988.  In 1989 he earned the highest honor a college coach can receive when he was inducted into the United States Soccer Federa-
tion Hall of Fame.  He received the prestigious Bill Je�rey Award in 1987, given for unique contributions to intercollegiate soccer.  In 
1997 he received the NSCAA's Honor Award, the organization's highest tribute, and he joined their Hall of Fame in 2008.  Yeagley 
also held positions as Chairman of the NCAA Soccer Committee and President of the Intercollegiate Soccer Association of America.
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All you need to know about Jennifer (Warthan) Hester is that there is no quit in this 
woman.

As a great distance runner at Bloomington North in the late 1980s and early 1990s, her 
story is as much about failure as it is about triumph. In both her sophomore and junior 
years, she was headed for top 10 �nishes in the state cross country meet, only to collapse 
within a few yards of the �nish line. �at junior season, she was well ahead of the pack and 
on her way to victory when she crumpled to the ground. In her delirium she tried to get to 
her feet, but runner after runner passed her before she staggered to a 14th place �nish.

A year later, Hester found herself in the same spot, facing the same ghosts, but this time her 
body did not fail her. She not only walked away with the gold medal that day, she also left 
the course with the IHSAA’s Mental Attitude Award.

�ose earlier failures, and the fact that she overcome them in the end, became a driving 
force in her life, helping her go on to a highly successful career as a track and cross country 
coach at North.  She is now rewarded with induction into the Monroe County Sports Hall 
of Fame.

She is not the �rst Warthan to be accorded this honor. In 2015, her father, Charlie Warthan, 
was inducted for his eminently successful coaching career. Jennifer’s induction makes it the 
�rst father-daughter combination to grace the Hall in its seven-year history.

Charlie is not at all surprised to see his daughter reach such heights.

“She has always been a special person,” he says. “She is goal-driven, a perfectionist. �at has 
paid o� for her.”

With Charlie coaching the North cross country and track teams, “it was in my DNA,” 
Jennifer says. “While other kids were watching cartoons on Saturdays, I was tagging along 
with my dad to meets. I was a cross country and track ‘gym rat.’ I don’t think I missed a 
meet after the age of �ve.”

“It wasn’t like we had to drag her there,” Charlie says.
When Jennifer arrived at North, Ralph Sieboldt became her distance running coach. It 
pleases her very much that Sieboldt also is being inducted this year.
“I have a hard time calling him ‘Ralph.’ He is still ‘Coach’ to me,” she says. “He was like my 

school dad. He taught me how to be less serious, relax and enjoy being a high school kid. I would get stressed out with my grades and 
my running, and he would tell me, ‘Go watch a high school basketball game.’ I’ve had a lot of great in�uences in my life, people who 
took the time.”

“Jenny had such a desire to do well,” Sieboldt says. “She was a 4.0 student all the way through. In a race she would block everything 
out and concentrate. I think she almost forgot to breathe. I had to tell her not to focus so hard.”

“She was probably her hardest critic,” her dad says.

However, Hester was not a harsh critic when it came to coaching young ladies at North.
“She had a good handle on how much female athletes could do,” Sieboldt says. “She knew 
how to relate to kids, always had a good rapport.”

“I just tried to tailor to the kids’ individual strengths,” she says.

Her coaching philosophy paid o� with two sectional and two regional championships in 
cross country, plus one semistate title. Her 2007 team �nished �fth at state. Hester also 
served as girls’ athletic director for four years at North.

Hardly a day goes by when she doesn’t think about the highs and lows of her athletic 
career. She tried to continue to her running career at Indiana University, but a series of 
stress fractures forced her to retire. It would be easy for her to play that “What if ?” game, 
but she refuses to do that. �at day in her junior year, when she was so close to the �nish 
line she could almost touch it, and then the collapse …
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Have you ever been to Karst Park on a Saturday morning in the spring or fall?  Seen the 
hundreds of kids playing soccer on the multitude of �elds? You can attribute the popularity 
of youth soccer in Bloomington to one person – Jerry Yeagley.  And that is why he is 
recipient of the Contributor Award for the 2017 class of the Monroe County Sports Hall of 
Fame.

He and son Todd, a 2013 inductee, are the second father-son duo in the Hall’s seven-year 
history. Dan and Rex Grossman were the �rst.

Of course, Yeagley is also arguably the greatest collegiate soccer coach of all-time – 31 years 
at Indiana University with a winning percentage of 83% (544-101-45), six national titles, an 
unprecedented six National Coach-of-the-Year honors.  He coached 31 All-Americans and 
�ve Hermann Trophy winners.  And yet, his o�-the-�eld contributions to the sport rival his 
on-�eld successes.

Yeagley came to IU in 1963 after playing on a national championship team at West Chester 
State (Pa.) and earning a Master’s Degree at the University of Pittsburgh. Soccer, at the 
time, was not a varsity sport at IU.

“I had some other o�ers but I chose to come to IU because they needed someone to be the 

‘supervisor’ of the soccer club,” Yeagley says.  “I was a full-time professor, 
teaching a full class load.  But it was my hope that soccer would eventually 
become a varsity sport. £at was in the back of my mind. £e Big Ten had 
only two varsity programs at that time. But, honestly, if I had known it was 
going to be 10 years before the club team became varsity, I’m not sure I 
would have come.” 

At that time varsity soccer was not on the radar screen for most IU adminis-
trators. 

“I was trying to ‘beat the drum’ to get support for varsity status but at one 
point was told to ‘back o�.’  Among his allies, however, was President 
Herman B Wells, who liked the prospect of soccer because of the interna-
tional aspect of the sport.  So, in 1973, soccer was incorporated as a varsity 
sport at IU.

However, the Bloomington community had very little knowledge, or interest, in soccer. 

“Every place I had been out east there was youth soccer,” Yeagley says.  “Before it became a varsity sport it was hard to buy a soccer ball.  
It was my vision to start youth soccer, not only in Bloomington, but around the state.”

Yeagley had help.  Assistant Coach Donnie Rawson along with fervent soccer supporters such as Nick Matavuli and George Oclander 
went into the high schools and the community trying to get soccer started.  £e Boys Club of Bloomington then started youth soccer, 
and little by little the popularity began to grow, despite a shortage of facilities.

“Back in the day we had to look for any �eld we could �nd to hold a practice,” Yeagley 
says.  

Over time, the youth programs exploded exponentially.

“£ere is a lot of satisfaction and reward to see the growth from an embryonic stage to a 
highly visible support in the community,” Yeagley says. “To have the soccer �elds at the 
high schools, to have Karst Park (a sprawling county soccer �eld), is very rewarding.”
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took over the IU coaching job in 2010 and won a national title in his third season.
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1988.  In 1989 he earned the highest honor a college coach can receive when he was inducted into the United States Soccer Federa-
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First there was nephew Rex (2012), followed by brother Dan (2016) – 
and now, Dobby becomes the third member of the Grossman family to 
be inducted into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“It’s a great honor,” the younger Grossman says.  “Really, for Rex and 
Dan to already be in the Hall of Fame ahead of me, it was a great thrill 
to see them do it.  It’s a thrill to be honored by your hometown and your 
home area, and I’m really proud of it.”

Now retired and living in Florence, South Carolina, Grossman has great 
memories from his youth and playing days at Bloomington High, where 
he excelled in football and baseball and was also a three-year letterman in 
basketball. 

Dobby led undefeated teams (20-0) as a quarterback, part of a 60-game 
undefeated streak under coaches Fred Hu� and Tom Sells.  Dan was the 

starting quarterback when the streak started (1969) and Dobby followed.  He became the 
most proli�c quarterback on the highest-scoring team in school history – his senior year 
throwing for 36 touchdowns, rushing for six more, totaling 2,635 yards in o�ense.

“We started running the sprint-option o�ense under Coach Hu� when Dan was the 
quarterback,” Grossman says.  “It really started with Dan at quarterback and David Brown  
(a 2012 inductee) at tailback.  Al Gallo was our quarterback coach, and I thought he was just 
a great o�ensive coach.”

Dobby started his college football career at South Carolina, but that wasn’t the original 
choice.  He was set to attend Duke, but that school changed coaches before he signed his 
national letter of intent and the new coach stating “they didn’t need another quarterback.”

“Doug Behrman was a wide receiver on our team, and he sent a 
tape of me to South Carolina,” Grossman says. “�ey started 
recruiting me pretty heavily, so I decided to go there.”

After redshirting as a freshman Grossman started for the Game-
cocks as a sophomore, but he had some complications and wanted 
to come back home and play at Indiana. Hoosier coach Lee Corso 
was “very receptive to that,” Grossman says.

Once again Dobby was the third in succession at IU.  His father 
Rex Grossman, Sr. was a letterman in 1946-47 earned his spot in 
Hoosier lore by kicking a 30-year �eld goal against Purdue in ’47 
to provide the winning margin in a 16-14 upset win.  Dan was a 

three-year letterman (1970-72), starting some games at 
quarterback in ’70 before switching and becoming a starter at 
linebacker. Dobby lettered in 1975 as a reserve quarterback. 
Dobby credits his upbringing for his athletic success. 

“We played every sport,” he says. “We were never held back 
from playing every sport.  My Dad coached us in Little 
League and was always encouraging us.  A lot of parents these 
days are trying to get their kids to specialize in one sport, but 
we played them all.”

Was there ever con¡ict between Dobby and older brother 
Danny?  “Heck no,” Dobby laughed  “He was always about a 
foot taller. We had some great athletes in high school – Mark 
Litz (a fellow Hall of Fame inductee this year) and Bill 
Armstrong (2015 Hall of Famer) were great all-around 
athletes. And we had some really great coaches. Coach Groh 
(Marvin, a 2016 inductee) was such a great coach and a great 
human being. It was a fun time.” 
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A doctor.

As early as the seventh grade Brad Bomba knew -- he just knew -- he wanted to be a 
doctor.

He certainly could have become an NFL football player  and probably a darned good one.  
An outstanding end at Indiana University, Bomba was All-Big Ten in 1956, where he led 
the league in pass receptions.  As a sophomore he had 154 receiving yards in a game 
against Northwestern, setting an IU record that stood for 12 years. Two years later he 
caught nine passes against Northwestern,  an IU record for 10 years. 

He was IU’s Most Valuable Player in ’56 and played in the East-West Shrine Game, the 
Senior Bowl and, in the summer of ’57, the College All-Star game in his hometown 
Chicago.  In addition to all his athletic exploits he was smart, Indiana’s �rst Academic 
All-American and a three-time Academic All-Big Ten.

Bomba was on a path to an opening day roster spot with the Washington Redskins, 
signing an $11,500 contract and playing in two exhibition games, when he chose to walk 
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away.  All because he wanted to be a doctor.
“I was afraid if I played in the pros, I might not have had the ambition to come back to 
school,” Bomba says. “Pro football was not in my mind.”

Pro football’s loss was Bloomington’s gain. After spending �ve years at IU’s Medical School, 
Bomba opened a practice in Bloomington in 1961, a career that spanned over 40 years before 
his retirement in 2004.  And it is what he did in that career that earned his selection into the 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame as the winner of Humanitarian Award for 2017.

Not only did Bomba serve the Bloomington community well, he was asked early in his career 
to be IU’s team physician for all sports, among them IU’s basketball team. He served in that 
capacity for over 25 years, most with coach Bob Knight.  

In the late 60s Bomba became the team physician for Bloomington 
High/South, annually giving free physicals to hundreds of athletes 
yearly, a practice that lasted about 25 years.

“I had a cadre of docs I recruited, and we did the physicals for the 
athletes in every sport,” he says. “And I always worked kids into my 
o�ce hours if they needed to be seen for any reason.”
Talk about busy:  Bomba estimates he delivered around 2,000 babies 
into this world. 

“It’s really what I wanted to do when I started out,” he says.

Now at age 81, even after losing beloved wife Rita almost two years 
ago, and struggling with his own physical maladies (knees, shoulder, 
neck, etc., etc.) the “good doc” has no regrets.  He has absolutely 
loved living in Bloomington  -- “great location, beautiful, great 
town. I was in heaven.” 

He is very proud of his children, and rightly so.  He has �ve sons, all 
of whom reside in Bloomington -- Brad Jr. (who followed his Dad 
and is a Bloomington physician), Joe (who owns Bloomington 
Professional Carpet Cleaners), Chris (a �nancial adviser with 
Hilliard Lyons), Eric (who works with the Cook Group), and Matt 
(a four-year football player at IU and now owner of his own heating 
and air conditioning business, Air-Tech).  Daughter Beth lives in 
Chicago.

A great family and a great career in a rewarding profession. 

“It was all good,” he says.
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JOHN ADAMS

�e 1912 Bloomington High School Gothic, the school’s yearbook, included in its 
Senior Class Prophecy:

John Adams likes the farming best,       
Although the city’s grand, 
He’s going back to Morris Creek, 
To work on father’s land.

�e prophet just didn’t know John Adams. And, no wonder. �e real John Adams hadn’t 
been allowed to surface yet.

John Adams was one of the �rst great names in Indiana high school basketball 
coaching. When he retired from coaching 27 years after that prophecy but still just in 
his mid-40s, he was:

• �e �rst (and at that point the only) 500-game winner in Indiana high school                   
  basketball coaching;

• Possessor of the longest winning streak in state history (which had stood for 17 years  
   and was to remain for 17 more);

• Coach of the state-championship team with the most victories ever (34).

But in that same yearbook, under Athletics, was this note:

e prospects for basketball looked good. But … no �oor could be secured, and the squad was 
forced to disband without playing a game.

�e plaque in the Indiana High School Basketball Hall of Fame at New Castle which 
went up with his induction in 1970 says, “He played on Bloomington High School’s �rst 
basketball team.” 

�at’s true. He lettered on the 1910-11 Panther team, as a junior. But as the Gothic 
noted, it turned out he was a senior the last year when BHS did not have a basketball 
team. By 1912-13, a gym had been built and the city where the jewel known as the 
Indiana high school basketball tournament began two years earlier �nally had a place for 
its own high school to play.

Meanwhile, John Adams left the farm to attend Indiana University, from where in 1916 
he headed right into his own piece of history. Not far from his home ground he became 
the �rst basketball coach at Smithville, went 86-24 there, and when the coaching job 
opened at Vincennes after the 1919-20 season, he got the job.

�ere, he is a legend. In 19 years, his teams won 19 sectionals and never lost a sectional 
game, a winning streak of 70. His �rst VHS team won its �rst eight games, �nished 
35-6, went to the 16-team State Tournament at Bloomington and lost in the second 
round to Anderson.

�e next year, Vincennes won its �rst 38 games. �is was the year when 
Franklin – no longer truly the “Wonder Five” with some of the keys 
from its 1920 and ’21 champions graduated but with all-timer Fuzzy 
Vandivier there as a senior – was to win its record third straight State. 
But, when the tournament began, unbeaten Vincennes was No. 
1-ranked. �e Alices and Franklin never met; Vincennes was upset at 
the State by John’s alma mater, Bloomington, which it had beaten at 
Bloomington during the season, 30-18.

�at 38-game winning streak remained the state record until Oscar 
Robertson came along at Indianapolis Crispus Attucks, and, on the way 
to the �rst perfect-record state championship in 1955-56, won 45 in a 
row. �at record wasn’t topped until Lawrence North won 50 straight 
50 years later. �at’s the progression: set in 1922, broken in 1956, 
re-broken in 2006, and not since.

Adams and Vincennes didn’t mope long after the ’22 upset. �e next 
year, the Alices capped o¥ a 34-1 season by beating Muncie for the 
state championship, 27-18.

�rough the championship season, Vincennes had been playing its 
home games in a relatively new gym but one built in a junior high 
school. For Adams to put together the schedule he did empha-
sized the stature his program had attained and some salesmanship 
on his part, because, Vincennes Commercial sports editor George 
W. Purcell wrote in 1926, “�e ridicule of the state was being 
¦aunted at Vincennes’ ‘cheesebox’ gym ...”

By then, a citizens/fans group had formed, and more than 3,300 
pledged to pay for construction of a $100,000 Gothic-style 
coliseum with a seating capacity just over 6,000. Construction was 
completed in six months, and with extra seats on the gym ¦oor for 
special programs, it could accommodate 7,500 for special shows 
such as local star Red Skelton as well as names like Will Rogers, 
Gene Autry and Dick Clark. �e building was ready for the 
1926-27 season and remained the Alices’ home through the 1988 
sectional. Its last 27 years it bore the name John L. Adams 
Coliseum.

In the eighth game of his �nal coaching season, 1939, Adams’s Vincennes team routed Sullivan, 44-18 – a victory that made Adams 
the �rst Indiana high school basketball coach to win 500 games. He �nished with 514 career victories. He then served as Vincennes 
athletic director for 39 years before retiring in 1959. He died in 1964.

�e second Hoosier coach to reach 500 was another Bloomington product, Cli¥ Wells, who did it with the seventh win of his 20-9 
Logansport team during the 1941-42 season. Both are in the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame and now the Monroe County Sports 
Hall of Fame. Wells was a member of the MCSHOF Charter Class of 2011. He is still the youngest coach ever to win a state 
championship at age 22 while coaching Bloomington in 1919. He later coached Logansport, to its only state championship in 1934.
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CLASS OF 2017 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

John Adams, Bloomington High School, 1912, basketball coach – Played on school’s 
�rst basketball team (1911) … attended IU, began coaching at Smithville – 86-24 in 
four seasons there … at Vincennes, became local and state legend in 19-year career that 
included 438-158 record, 19 straight sectional championships, 8 regionals, state title in 
1923 … �rst Indiana coach to win 500 games … 6,200-seat Coliseum at Vincennes 
named for him …  also coached football, baseball, track and golf; school’s athletic 
director for 39 years, retiring in 1959 … inducted in Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame 
1970 … deceased 1964. 

Ralph Sieboldt, coach, Bloomington High School North, track, cross country – A 
1963 Bloomington High grad, he won the sectional in the mile … began coaching boys’ 
cross country and track at Indian Creek High School from 1969-1978, winning confer-
ence titles in both ...  coached girls’ cross country and track from 1979-2000 at Bloom-
ington North, winning 19 sectionals, 11 regionals and placing in the state’s top �ve on 
�ve occasions … coached three state champions in track, Stephanie Bassett, Amanda 
Warthan and Sara Fields ...  coached one cross country champion, Jennifer Warthan … 
coached three mental attitude award winners, Jennifer Warthan, Amanda Warthan, Sara 
Fields ...  served as boys’ athletic director at North from 1986-1991 and 1994-2002 ...  
was meet director for indoor track meets at Indiana University from 1984-2000 and 
directed �ve IHSAA state cross country meets hosted by IU ...  worked 1988 and 1996 
Track Olympic Trials and served on the operations team for the 1996 Olympics ...  in 
1985 was selected Cross Country Coach of the Year by Indiana Association of Track 
and Cross Country Coaches ...  named TAC O�cial of Year in 1989 and inducted into 
Indiana Track Hall of Fame in 2004 …  track at North bears his name.  
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Jerry Yeagley, soccer, Contributor Award – played on West Chester (Pa.) national 
championship team (1963) … started varsity soccer at Indiana University in 1973 went 
on to become all-time NCAA leader in coaching victories with 541 …  won 6 national 
championships, led teams to College Cup (soccer’s Final Four) 16 times, national 
championship game 12 times….won 10 regular season Big Ten championships and 10 
Big Ten tournament championships … 8-time Big Ten Coach of Year, 6-time National 
Coach of Year … 1989 inductee United States Soccer Federation Hall of Fame … 
Pennsylvania Athletic Hall of Fame, 1988 … IU’s Armstrong Stadium playing �eld 
named for him 2004 ... in 2008 voted coach for NCAA Division I men’s soccer 50th 
anniversary all-time team … through successful summer youth camp, key to building 
boys’ and girls’ soccer as a leading statewide youth and high school sport … chaired 
NCAA Soccer Committee … president of Intercollegiate Soccer Association … son 
Todd a 2013 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame inductee, only father-son combina-
tion to coach teams to Division I national championships at same school.

Dr. Brad Bomba, sports medicine, Humanitarian Award – Bloomington family 
doctor, Indiana University team physician….outstanding high school player in Chicago, 
3-year starter as end at IU, 1954-56….All-Big Ten in 1955….3 time Academic All-Big 
Ten and 1955 Academic All-American….played in 1956 East-West game and Senior 
Bowl and 1957 College All-Star game….rejected NFL contract to enter IU medical 
school … served as team physician for all IU athletic teams from 1962-70 and served as 
basketball team physician for almost 30 years; also Bloomington High School South 
team physician, Chairman of Sports Medicine for the Indiana State Medical Associa-
tion … received IU’s Z.G. Clevenger Award 1977 … he and wife Rita parents of �ve 
outstanding high school, college athletes.

CLASS OF 2017 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

In Memory of

Steve Sturgeon
1951-2016

Long-time sportswriter for
The Ellettsville Journal

Deeply missed by all.

www.iucu.orgwww.iucu.org

812-855-7823  •  iucu.org  Federally insured by NCUA

• Online Banking & Mobile Banking 
  with Mobile Deposit

• Apps for Android, Apple & 
  Kindle Fire

• Nationwide ATM network

• Shared Branching network

• And more!

Manage your finances and apply
for a loan online anytime at:

Whether you’re home or away, you’ll
always have home field advantage.

IU Credit Union is never too far away.

Congratulations Mark!



CLASS OF 2017 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

John Adams, Bloomington High School, 1912, basketball coach – Played on school’s 
�rst basketball team (1911) … attended IU, began coaching at Smithville – 86-24 in 
four seasons there … at Vincennes, became local and state legend in 19-year career that 
included 438-158 record, 19 straight sectional championships, 8 regionals, state title in 
1923 … �rst Indiana coach to win 500 games … 6,200-seat Coliseum at Vincennes 
named for him …  also coached football, baseball, track and golf; school’s athletic 
director for 39 years, retiring in 1959 … inducted in Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame 
1970 … deceased 1964. 

Ralph Sieboldt, coach, Bloomington High School North, track, cross country – A 
1963 Bloomington High grad, he won the sectional in the mile … began coaching boys’ 
cross country and track at Indian Creek High School from 1969-1978, winning confer-
ence titles in both ...  coached girls’ cross country and track from 1979-2000 at Bloom-
ington North, winning 19 sectionals, 11 regionals and placing in the state’s top �ve on 
�ve occasions … coached three state champions in track, Stephanie Bassett, Amanda 
Warthan and Sara Fields ...  coached one cross country champion, Jennifer Warthan … 
coached three mental attitude award winners, Jennifer Warthan, Amanda Warthan, Sara 
Fields ...  served as boys’ athletic director at North from 1986-1991 and 1994-2002 ...  
was meet director for indoor track meets at Indiana University from 1984-2000 and 
directed �ve IHSAA state cross country meets hosted by IU ...  worked 1988 and 1996 
Track Olympic Trials and served on the operations team for the 1996 Olympics ...  in 
1985 was selected Cross Country Coach of the Year by Indiana Association of Track 
and Cross Country Coaches ...  named TAC O�cial of Year in 1989 and inducted into 
Indiana Track Hall of Fame in 2004 …  track at North bears his name.  

Photos courtesy of IU Archives Photos courtesy of IU Archives

Jerry Yeagley, soccer, Contributor Award – played on West Chester (Pa.) national 
championship team (1963) … started varsity soccer at Indiana University in 1973 went 
on to become all-time NCAA leader in coaching victories with 541 …  won 6 national 
championships, led teams to College Cup (soccer’s Final Four) 16 times, national 
championship game 12 times….won 10 regular season Big Ten championships and 10 
Big Ten tournament championships … 8-time Big Ten Coach of Year, 6-time National 
Coach of Year … 1989 inductee United States Soccer Federation Hall of Fame … 
Pennsylvania Athletic Hall of Fame, 1988 … IU’s Armstrong Stadium playing �eld 
named for him 2004 ... in 2008 voted coach for NCAA Division I men’s soccer 50th 
anniversary all-time team … through successful summer youth camp, key to building 
boys’ and girls’ soccer as a leading statewide youth and high school sport … chaired 
NCAA Soccer Committee … president of Intercollegiate Soccer Association … son 
Todd a 2013 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame inductee, only father-son combina-
tion to coach teams to Division I national championships at same school.

Dr. Brad Bomba, sports medicine, Humanitarian Award – Bloomington family 
doctor, Indiana University team physician….outstanding high school player in Chicago, 
3-year starter as end at IU, 1954-56….All-Big Ten in 1955….3 time Academic All-Big 
Ten and 1955 Academic All-American….played in 1956 East-West game and Senior 
Bowl and 1957 College All-Star game….rejected NFL contract to enter IU medical 
school … served as team physician for all IU athletic teams from 1962-70 and served as 
basketball team physician for almost 30 years; also Bloomington High School South 
team physician, Chairman of Sports Medicine for the Indiana State Medical Associa-
tion … received IU’s Z.G. Clevenger Award 1977 … he and wife Rita parents of �ve 
outstanding high school, college athletes.

CLASS OF 2017 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

Eclectic 
shopping event 

returns to 
Bloomington 

August 5th!

Mark your calendars! The Stone Mill 
Market returns August 5th from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at The Warehouse at 1525 
South Rogers Street in Bloomington for a 
fun day of shopping! Admission is $1 per 
adult 18 and over, and 100% benefits 
Community Kitchen. Parking is FREE.

StoneMillMarket.com TheStoneMillMarket



RALPH SIEBOLDT, COACH
MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME 2017

CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR INDUCTION

INTO THE HALL OF
FAME

WE COULDN’T BE PROUDER OF YOU!
AN INSPIRATION TO ALL THOSE

AROUND YOU.
LOVED BY YOUR FAMILY

LINDA, LORI, MAX, ABI, TRACY,
BRION, TESSA AND TARA

CONGRATULATIONS TO  

CORY MARTIN 
on his Induction into the  

2017 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS 
HALL OF FAME  

FROM ALL OF US AT THE  
IRON PIT GYM! 

From small school to the biggest stage in the 
world, you are our champion! 

 

 
Iron Pit Gym 
122 E. Miller Drive, Bloomington , IN 47401 
E-mail:  info@ironpit.com 
Phone: (812) 339-1679 

CLASS OF 2017 ATHLETE INDUCTEES
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CLASS OF 2017 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

Stephanie Bassett-Orman, Bloomington High School North, '84, track, cross coun-
try – All-state in both track and cross country, winning the state title in track's 
1,600-meter run in 1984; �nished 4th in 1983; competed in IHSAA's �rst girls' cross 
country meet in 1981, �nishing 17th; quali�ed for Mid-East Meet of Champions in 
1984; went on to be a contributing runner on Wisconsin's 1984 and '85 NCAA cham-
pions; member of four Big Ten champs at Wisconsin, �nishing 10th as an individual 
her freshman year; in 2006, at age 39, she �nished 3rd in the Masters Division of the 
Chicago Marathon. 

Dobby Grossman, Bloomington High School, ’71, football, basketball, baseball – 
Most proli�c quarterback in city history on highest-scoring 10-0 Panther team in 
60-game winning streak … 36 touchdown passes, 6 more rushing, 2,635 yards total 
o�ense as senior … school-record 6 in one game … team 20-0 as starter … shortstop, 
outstanding all-round leader on baseball teams, hit .298 as sophomore for 1969 State 
runner-up team, .342 as senior  … 2-year starter, 3-year letterman in basketball … 
starting quarterback for Paul Dietzel at South Carolina, then for Lee Corso at IU.

Mark Litz, Bloomington High School, ‘70, baseball, football, golf – Outstanding 
pitcher, player at all levels of youth baseball up through high school; drafted by Seattle, 
Cincinnati, elected to go to IU … in football, All-State as end, punter on unbeaten ’69 
BHS team, all despite diabetes that �rst threatened career at 15 … Tommy John surgery 
on pitching elbow after sophomore year at IU, lettered in golf as junior, senior … 3-time 
Bloomington City golf champion, Hall of Famer … also won Indianapolis District … 
became golf pro in 1984, PGA Golf Professional in 1990 … 22-year teaching pro at 
Cascades course … introduced “Hook a Kid on Golf ” and junior programs … also pro 
at IU, Eagle Point courses … despite losing right foot in 2014 mowing accident, he 
continues as teaching pro with prosthesis.

Cory Martin, Edgewood ’03, track and 
eld – State and NCAA champion, 3rd–ranked shot putter in 
world in 2011 with 72-6¼ career best – still 20th-best on all-time world list … won 2003 State discus 
title, 2nd in shot put … 9-time all-American at Auburn, won 2008 NCAA outdoors shot put and 
hammer – named by coaches 2008 USA eld athlete of year … one of best all-round throwers in U.S. 
history … made U.S. team for World Outdoor Championships in Moscow, also 2010 World Indoor 
Championships … Inducted Indiana Track Coaches Hall of Fame 2011 … joined IU coaching sta� 2014 
after two years as volunteer.

Jennings Polley, Bloomington High School, ‘43, wrestling – 2-time state champion, one-time 
runner-up as leader of Panther teams that won state championships all three of his varsity years .. won at 
95 pounds as sophomore, 127 pounds as senior … inducted in Indiana Wrestling Coaches Hall of Fame 
1974.

Jennifer (Warthan) Hester, Bloomington High School North ’92, track, cross country – After a fall at 
the nish line denied her a title in junior year, came back to win it in 1991; awarded IHSAA Mental 
Attitude Award that year….second in 2 events (1,600 and 3,200) in 1991 state meet….as freshman, 
second in 3,200 at state … second in 1991 Mid-East cross country championships, with second-best 
5,000-meter time in meet history…coached girls’ track and cross country at North and also served as girls’ 
athletic director … coached 2 sectional and regional champions in both track and cross country; 2007 CC 
squad won semistate and nished fth at state; coached 2 individual champions in track ( Michelle 
Smith, Rachel Deloney); inducted into Indiana Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 2002 
… now teaches health at Columbus North …. husband Je� Hester is the Columbus North athletic 
director … they have ve children.
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CLASS OF 2017 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

Stephanie Bassett-Orman, Bloomington High School North, '84, track, cross coun-
try – All-state in both track and cross country, winning the state title in track's 
1,600-meter run in 1984; �nished 4th in 1983; competed in IHSAA's �rst girls' cross 
country meet in 1981, �nishing 17th; quali�ed for Mid-East Meet of Champions in 
1984; went on to be a contributing runner on Wisconsin's 1984 and '85 NCAA cham-
pions; member of four Big Ten champs at Wisconsin, �nishing 10th as an individual 
her freshman year; in 2006, at age 39, she �nished 3rd in the Masters Division of the 
Chicago Marathon. 

Dobby Grossman, Bloomington High School, ’71, football, basketball, baseball – 
Most proli�c quarterback in city history on highest-scoring 10-0 Panther team in 
60-game winning streak … 36 touchdown passes, 6 more rushing, 2,635 yards total 
o�ense as senior … school-record 6 in one game … team 20-0 as starter … shortstop, 
outstanding all-round leader on baseball teams, hit .298 as sophomore for 1969 State 
runner-up team, .342 as senior  … 2-year starter, 3-year letterman in basketball … 
starting quarterback for Paul Dietzel at South Carolina, then for Lee Corso at IU.

Mark Litz, Bloomington High School, ‘70, baseball, football, golf – Outstanding 
pitcher, player at all levels of youth baseball up through high school; drafted by Seattle, 
Cincinnati, elected to go to IU … in football, All-State as end, punter on unbeaten ’69 
BHS team, all despite diabetes that �rst threatened career at 15 … Tommy John surgery 
on pitching elbow after sophomore year at IU, lettered in golf as junior, senior … 3-time 
Bloomington City golf champion, Hall of Famer … also won Indianapolis District … 
became golf pro in 1984, PGA Golf Professional in 1990 … 22-year teaching pro at 
Cascades course … introduced “Hook a Kid on Golf ” and junior programs … also pro 
at IU, Eagle Point courses … despite losing right foot in 2014 mowing accident, he 
continues as teaching pro with prosthesis.

Cory Martin, Edgewood ’03, track and 
eld – State and NCAA champion, 3rd–ranked shot putter in 
world in 2011 with 72-6¼ career best – still 20th-best on all-time world list … won 2003 State discus 
title, 2nd in shot put … 9-time all-American at Auburn, won 2008 NCAA outdoors shot put and 
hammer – named by coaches 2008 USA eld athlete of year … one of best all-round throwers in U.S. 
history … made U.S. team for World Outdoor Championships in Moscow, also 2010 World Indoor 
Championships … Inducted Indiana Track Coaches Hall of Fame 2011 … joined IU coaching sta� 2014 
after two years as volunteer.

Jennings Polley, Bloomington High School, ‘43, wrestling – 2-time state champion, one-time 
runner-up as leader of Panther teams that won state championships all three of his varsity years .. won at 
95 pounds as sophomore, 127 pounds as senior … inducted in Indiana Wrestling Coaches Hall of Fame 
1974.

Jennifer (Warthan) Hester, Bloomington High School North ’92, track, cross country – After a fall at 
the nish line denied her a title in junior year, came back to win it in 1991; awarded IHSAA Mental 
Attitude Award that year….second in 2 events (1,600 and 3,200) in 1991 state meet….as freshman, 
second in 3,200 at state … second in 1991 Mid-East cross country championships, with second-best 
5,000-meter time in meet history…coached girls’ track and cross country at North and also served as girls’ 
athletic director … coached 2 sectional and regional champions in both track and cross country; 2007 CC 
squad won semistate and nished fth at state; coached 2 individual champions in track ( Michelle 
Smith, Rachel Deloney); inducted into Indiana Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 2002 
… now teaches health at Columbus North …. husband Je� Hester is the Columbus North athletic 
director … they have ve children.

BBQ TRAINCatering

Call Us Today! (812) 219-7731

@ BBQtrain1
www.facebook.com/BarbequeTrain

www.bbqtrain.com

CongratulationsCongratulations
 

From Your Friends at the 
BBQ Train!

Specializing In
    OFFICE PARTIES     GRADUATIONS - 
WEDDINGS - TAILGATES - REUNIONS - 
REHEARSAL DINNERS - AND MUCH MORE!

to
M.C. Sports Hall

of Fame Inductees
of 2017



SALUTING SCHOLAR ATHLETES

EDGEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
Denver Aydelott, wrestling, track, cross country, football: Earned 11 letters in four years … All-Area wrestler … won 32 matches his 
senior year and 112 for his career … 3 conference titles, 2 sectional titles, 1 regional title … recorded second most takedowns in Edgewood 
history … also 2-time all-conference in track … ran leg on Edgewood’s state-qualifying 1,600 relay team … Academic Honors Diploma 
… will attend Otterbein University on Provost’s Scholarship and Otterbein Endowed Scholarship.

Serenah Morris, soccer, basketball, softball: All-Area in basketball, softball; helped Edgewood softball team to regional title this year with 
.383 batting average… leading scorer, MVP on girls’ basketball team; also MVP in soccer … academic all-conference in all 3 sports … 
played in High School Basketball Coaches All-Star Game … Academic Honors Diploma … Mustang Award winner …. will continue 
softball career at University of Southern Indiana on David L. Merit Scholarship

BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL NORTH
Logan �omas Calvin, football, basketball, track: 2-time state quali�er in shot put, discus … 2-time Herald-Times Track & Field 
Athlete of the Year …�nished 2nd at state in shot put and third in discus this year … �nished 3rd in state shot put as junior … All-Con-
ference Indiana defensive lineman in football … starter on North basketball team … will continue track career at Indiana State … 
academic honors include Leaders of Tomorrow and Cougar Leader.

McKenzey Ridge, softball: Herald-Times Softball Player of the Year, 2016, ’17 … pitched North to 2016 sectional title … one of most 
dominant softball pitchers in Monroe County history with over 800 career strikeouts … All-Area, All-Conference all four years … named 
to all-state team by Indiana Coaches of Girls’ Sports … Honor Roll and Cougar leader … will continue softball career at Indiana 
Wesleyan.

BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH
Grace Haskett, swimming: Herald-Times Girls’ Swimmer of the Year … won state titles in 50 freestyle and 100 backstroke with third 
fastest times in state history … also swam leg on 200 medley relay team that �nished second … also medaled at state her sophomore year 
at Columbus North before transferring to Bloomington South in 2015 … participated in Speedo Junior Nationals … will continue career 
at Indiana University … Conference Indiana Scholar Athlete, National Honor Society, U.S. Marines Scholarship.

Matthew Jerden, swimming: 2-time Herald-Times Swimmer of the Year … 2017 state champion in 100 backstroke … quali�ed for state 
all four years, winning 11 medals, including 5 top 3 �nishes … will continue career at Indiana University … Conference Indiana Scholar 
Athlete, National Honor Society, President’s Award, U.S. Marines Scholarship, 4.0 GPA.

Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Scholar-Athletes of 2017

2011
Dylan Anderson, North

Jordan Barker, North
Ashley Lewandowski, South

Laura Luther, Edgewood
Darren Mehay, South

Jared Simoneaux, Edgewood

2013
Olivia Ashba, Edgewood
Priyanka Ghosh, South

Max Irwin, North
Reece Phillips, Edgewood

Ronnie Schneider, III, South
Christina Zerfas, North

2016
Tucker Blackwell, South

Gracie Heeb, North
Malik La¢oon, North
Cherise Otter, South

Brayden Patton, Edgewood
Erin Sher�eld, Edgewood

2015
Denise Azcui, South

Ian Bailey, North
Brooke Collins, North

Marielle Delos Santos, Edgewood
Ian Finnerty, South

Hank Phillips, Edgewood
Deakin Volz, South

2012
Michael Bower, South

Angela Hacker, Edgewood
Michaela Hull, South
Alex St. John, North
Sam Sheldon, North

Bryan Wells, Edgewood

2014
Vanessa Brown, Edgewood

Gus Dajani, South
Patrick Mosby, Edgewood

Kate Raphael, North
Grant Sims, North

Alex Warzyniak, South

Congratulations to the  
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame  

Class of 2017!
Before or after the game, the match, the round or the meet, visit Wagon Wheel!  

choice premium hand-cut meats and our catering department offers  
on or off-site catering for events of all sizes.

WagonWheelBloomington.com
WagonWheelBloomington

1915 South Walnut Street 
Next to Smith’s Shoe Center

Tel: 812.333.2420



A Restaurant for all
Occasions!

1635 N. College Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47404

www.bobbyscoloradosteakhouse.com
Mon-Thur 11am-10pm

Fri-Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday Brunch 11am - 3pm

Reservation Accepted
812-332-7552

A Restaurant for all
Occasions!

1635 N. College Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47404

www.bobbyscoloradosteakhouse.com
Mon-Thur 11am-10pm

Fri-Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday Brunch 11am - 3pm

Reservation Accepted
812-332-7552

Photos courtesy of
Kirkwood photo

THE MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME, INC.
SALUTES THE SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF 2017

�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
is proud to honor these 2017 seniors
whose combination of academic and

athletic hars of achievement have
intersected at the highest level.

DENVER AYDELOTT GRACE HASKETT

MATTHEW JERDENSERENAH MORRIS

LOGAN THOMAS CALVINMCKENZEY RIDGE

BLOOMINGTON
NORTH H.S.

EDGEWOOD
HIGH SCHOOL

BLOOMINGTON
SOUTH H.S.

SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF 2017



Y�r Name and Successes �e n� and
f�ev� a p�t of the M�roe C�nty Sp�ts 
Hall of Fame. We �e so pr�d of y�!

The M�tin Basse 
Family

C�atulati�s Stephanie Ann Orman



CLASS OF 2016

ATHLETES
Tina (Debro) Hauger, Bloomington North, 1982,  track swimming
Bobby Dobson, Bloomington High School, 1949, basketball, baseball
Dan Grossman, Bloomington High School, 1969, football, baseball
Bob Kirk, University High School, 1965, football
Vernon Pfa�, Ellettsville High School, 1962, basketball, baseball, track
Dick Sparks, Bloomington High School, 1960, basketball, baseball

COACHES
Marshall Goss, Bloomington South, Indiana University, track, cross country
Marvin Groh, Bloomington High School, baseball

CONTRIBUTOR
Angelo Pizzo, University High School, 1965

HUMANITARIAN
Bill Mallory, football

2016 Marshall Goss

CONTACT US:  Help U Hear, 1833 N. Kinser Pike, Bloomington, IN 47404  |  812-822-2892

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

CLASS OF 2017
ALL PURSUED EXCELLENCE WITH PASSION

American. Hearing. Excellence

Proud Supporter of

YOUR HEARING IS OUR CONCERN. HEARING
EXCELLENCE IS OUR PASSION.

CONGRATULATIONS JENNINGS POLLEY
MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE 2017

Congratulations Jennings! Well deserved! You are Legend, truly a one of  a kind.
From Bloomington South Wrestling Club and the entire Bloomington wrestling community.

JENNINGS POLLEYCongratulations

Jerry Yeagley

Congrats Jerry Yeagley

John Albertson, LUTCF
Personal Financial Representative
Allstate Financial Services, LLC

3232 Winslow Road, Ste. 300
Bloomington, IN 47401

Phone 812.331.8568
Fax 812.323.8328

Securities offered through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member NASD, SIPC



CLASS OF 2014
ATHLETES
Jim Cornwell, Bloomington High School, 1971, wrestling
Jack Crandall, Bloomington High School, 1950, football, basketball, 
track
John “Spider” Miller, North Vernon High School, 1968, amateur golf 
Fred Seward, Bloomington High School, 1904, track
Terry Stotts, Bloomington North, 1976, basketball
Cyndi Valentin, Bloomington South, 2002, basketball

COACHES
Walter Gray, University High School, track, football, golf
Fred Hu�, Bloomington High School, football

CONTRIBUTOR
George Finley

HUMANITARIAN
Dr. Larry Rink

CLASS OF 2013
ATHLETES
Pat Cassidy, Bloomington North, 1995, wrestling
Jared Je�ries, Bloomington North, 2000, basketball
Mike Kearney, Bloomington South, 1973, swimming
Dave Reeve, Bloomington South, 1974, football
Missy Ringler, Edgewood, 1990, golf, basketball, track
Dan Sparks, Bloomington High School, 1963, basketball
Todd Yeagley, Bloomington South, 1991, soccer

COACH
Bill Easton, Stinesville, track, cross country

CONTRIBUTOR
Noble Bush

HUMANITARIANS
Doc and Marge Counsilman

CLASS OF 2015
ATHLETES
Bill Armstrong Jr., Bloomington High School, 1970, football,
basketball, swimming 
Betsy (Cousins) Mulder, Bloomington North, 1992, gymnastics 
Kevin King, Bloomington South, 1979, football, wrestling, track 
Sheldon Ray Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1960, auto racing 
Sean May, Bloomington North, 2002, basketball 
George “Anner” Shively, Negro Baseball All-Star

COACHES
John M. Holmes, Owensburg, 1948, basketball coach
Charlie Warthan, Edgewood, 1968; track/cross country coach,
Bloomington North

CONTRIBUTOR
Bob Hammel

HUMANITARIAN
Thomas “Doc” Petry

2013 Jared Je�ries

2014 Fred Hu�

2015 Betsy Cousins

mardonsalon.com

Bloomington,
Indiana

BEST DAY SPA BEST MASSAGE
in South-Central

Indiana

812•333•3393
www.ThatsTheRub.com
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Proud Title Sponsor

CHARTER CLASS OF 2011
ATHLETES
Jade Butcher, Bloomington High School, 1965, football
Cornelius Cook, Bloomington High School, 1928, baseball
Tommy Deckard, Bloomington High School, 1934 track & �eld
Jennifer Hooker Brinegar, Mission Viejo, Cal., 1979, swimming
Stacy Martin-Tenney, Edgewood, 1999, track & �eld
Charley McDaniel, Bloomington High, 1933, football, wrestling
Beth Morgan-Cunningham, Bloomington South, 1993, basketball, tennis
Missy Schwen Ryan, Bloomington South, 1990, rowing
Dave Volz, Bloomington South, 1980, track & �eld
Jill Watson, Bloomington North, 1981, �gure skating

COACHES
Joyce Gates, Edgewood High School, volleyball, golf
Harold Mumby, Bloomington High School, football, wrestling
Cli�ord “Two-Bit” Myers, Bloomington High School, wrestling
Cli� Wells, Bloomington High School, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Don Shi�et
Note: The Humanitarian category was added in 2012.

CLASS OF 2012
ATHLETES
David Brown, Bloomington High School, 1971, football
Rex Grossman, Bloomington South, 1999, football
Steve Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1972, auto racing, wrestling
Amy McDonald, Bloomington South, 1988, track & �eld, golf
Richard Voliva, Bloomington High School, 1931, football, wrestling
Bob Whitlow, Bloomington High School, 1954, football

COACHES
J.R. Holmes, Bloomington South, basketball
Tom McKinney, Bloomington North, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Russ Carpenter

HUMANITARIAN
George Taliaferro

2012  JR Holmes

2012  Tom McKinney

 CLASS OF 2011 CLIFFORD MYERS
“TWO BIT MYERS”

1 9 1 5 -  2 0 1 7

Over 100 years and 4 generations of family

JERRY
YEAGLEY

 CONGRATULATES

AND ALL 2017 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES!

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!



Criteria for Induction
Athletes: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as an athlete. He/she must 
be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has 
made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Coaches: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a coach. He/she must be a 
person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has made 
a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person who was 
born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Contributor: �e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a contributor. He/she 
must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who 
has made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County.

Humanitarian: �e nominee must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County who has made a noteworthy 
contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County. �e Humanitarian Award will be 
presented to an individual who has distinguished himself/herself in the areas of: (1) athletics excellence; (2) community 
service initiatives; and (3) humanitarian endeavors.

*To be nominated, one must have met his or her 30th birthday, or been out of the particular sport as an athlete for a
period of ten years, whichever comes �rst. Posthumous nominations will be considered immediately on an individual
basis.

CLASSES OF THE FUTURE

C O N S U L T A N T S

C
O

M
P R

E H E N S I V E  F I N A N
C

I A
LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES

Best Wishes and Congratulations
2017 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS

AND
2017 SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

K LUKE EADES DDS
2810 S. Walnut St. Pike
Bloomington, IN 47401
Telephone: 812-336-2688

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Invisalign
• Dental Implants

THE BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

CONGRATULATES
JERRY YEAGLEY

AND
DR. BRAD BOMBA

ON INDUCTION TO
THE MONROE

COUNTY SPORTS
HALL OF FAME

JULY 14, 2017

JERRY YEAGLEY
CONTRIBUTOR

DR. BRAD BOMBA
HUMANITARIAN

Portraits painted by  Rita Bomba, courtesy of IU Archives



CLASS OF 2015

From left: Scott May Jr. for Sean May, 
(basketball); Jade Harris and Susie Kinser,  
Hodges for deceased Sheldon Ray Kinser, 
(auto racing); Betsy (Cousins) Mulder 
(gymnastics); John M. Holmes (coach, 
basketball); Bob Hammel (Contributor 
Award); Bill Armstrong Jr., (football, swim-
ming, baseball); Amy Lanaham for deceased 
�omas Petry, (Humanitarian Award); Seth 
Debro for deceased George Shively, (Negro 
League Baseball); Charlie Warthan (coach, 
track, cross country); Kevin King (football, 
wrestling, track).

From left: Teresa Bowman Dobson for 
deceased Bobby Dobson (basketball, 
baseball); Dan Grossman (football, 
baseball); Susan Groh for deceased 
Marvin Groh (coach, baseball); Bob Kirk 
(football); Marshall Goss (track, cross 
country); Dick Sparks (basketball, baseball); 
Bill Mallory (Humanitarian Award); Tina 
(Debro) Hauger (track, swimming); Angelo 
Pizzo (Contributor Award); Vernon Pfa� 
(basketball, baseball, track).

CLASS OF 2016

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo
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HALL OF FAME SALUTES

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

Diamond Sponsor - $2,500 Investment
As a Diamond level sponsor, you will receive:
Banquet table for 8 at the awards ceremony.
Company recognition in awards ceremony.
Logo placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Full-page ad in souvenir program.

Gold Event Sponsor - $2,000 Investment
As a Gold level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet table for 6 at the awards ceremony.
Company recognition in awards ceremony.

Recognition throughout the banquet.
Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Full-page ad in souvenir program.

Silver Event Sponsor - $1,000 Investment
As a Silver level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet tickets for 4 guests at the awards ceremony.
Recognition throughout the banquet.

Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.
Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.

Half-page ad in souvenir program.

Bronze Event Sponsor - $500 Investment
As a Bronze level sponsor, you will receive:

Banquet tickets for 2 guests at the awards ceremony.
Logo Placement on event sponsor boards.

Company name and/or logo recognition and link on website.
Half-page ad in souvenir program.

Friends/ Supporter Sponsor - $25 Investment
As a Friends/Supporter Level Sponsor you will receive name recognition in the souvenir program.

PROGRAM ADVERTISING
Friends and family appreciate the ability to o�er “congratulations” in the commemorative program. �is is an ideal opportunity for those

close to the inductee to express congratulatory wishes. Also, local businesses and schools may choose to participate in this fashion. Below is
information on the prices of advertisments/congratulatory messages.

Full Page   $500
Half Page   $250.00
Quarter Page   $150.00
Business Card   $75.00

Contact any board member for further information.

How you can help...
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From left: Todd Yeagley (soccer); 
Pat Cassidy (wrestling); John Bush,
Bill Bush, Jim Bush, Tom Bush, sons
of deceased Noble Bush (Contributor Award 
Winner) Dan Sparks (basketball); Jared 
Je�ries (basketball); Mik Kearney (swimming);
Dave Reeve (football); Lindsey (Easton)
Benne, for deceased father Bill Easton
(track, cross country); Marge Counsilman
(Humanitarian Award winner along with
deceased husband Doc Counsilman)
Missy Ringler (golf ).

From left: Jack Crandal (football, basketball, 
track); John “Spider” Miller (amateur golf ); 
Larry Rink (Humanitarian Award); J.W. Hu�
and Lorraine Longden (son and daughter of 
deceased Fred Hu� (football coach); Jim 
Cornwell (wrestling); Cyndi Valentin (basket-
ball). Second Row from left
George Finley (Contributor Award); Chip 
Gray, Pete Gray, Charles Gray, Gary Gray, sons 
of deceased Walter Gray (football coach), Terry 
Stotts (basketball) Fred S. Dunn and Allen 
Dunn grandsons of deceased Fred Seward 
(track and �eld).

CLASS OF 2013

CLASS OF 2014

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

Congratulations Dr. Brad Bomba
on your Induction into the 

Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

1967 Big 10 Football Champions 1968 Rose Bowl Indiana Hoosiers

SEVEN YEARS AND COUNTING
Thank you sponsors and supporters

We couldn't do it without you

Kit Klingelhoffer, President
Grier Werner, Vice President  

Amy Crozier, Secretary
Nancy Werner, Treasurer

Pat Houser
David Pillar

Sandy Searcy
Joe Smith

Lance Ringler

Bill Atkinson
John Baker

Jennifer Brinegar
Ann Carpenter

Bob Hammel
Mark Deal

 Marcus Debro
Lynn Houser
Missy Ringler



INAUGURAL CLASS OF 2011
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From left: Jade Butcher (football); Bob Myers
for deceased father Cli�ord “Two Bit” Myers,
(wrestling); Deniese Smith, daughter of 
deceased father Charley McDaniel (wrestling); 
Don Shi�et (Contributor Award); Randy 
Martin father of Stacey Martin - Tenney (track 
and �eld); Missy Schwen Ryan (rowing);  Je� 
Chitwood, grandson of deceased Harold 
Mumby (coach); George Taliaferro, for 
deceased Cornelius Cook (Negro League 
Baseball); Jennifer Hooker Brinegar (swim-
ming); Dave Volz (track and �eld); Jill Watson 
(�gure skating) Beth Morgan Cunningham 
(basketball); Sarah Gates, daughter of deceased 
Joyce Gates (volleyball, golf ); Dr. Jack Deckard, 
son of deceased Tommy Deckard (track and 
�eld);  Not pictured: Cli� Wells (basketball 
coach) deceased.

From left: Dow Myers for Steve Kinser (auto 
racing); Dave Brown (football); Bob Whitlow 
(football); Ann Carpenter for husband Russ 
Carpenter (Contributor Award); Amy 
McDonald (golf and track); Tom McKinney 
(basketball coach); J.R. Holmes (basketball 
coach); George Taliaferro (Humanitarian 
Award); Rex Grossman (football) Not 
pictured: Richard Voliva (wrestling) deceased.

CLASS OF 2012

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

To contact the board, please email us at mcshofmail@gmail.com
To learn more about the Hall of Fame visit www.MCSHOF.com

Signature Achievements
• Enshrined 76 Monroe County individuals into the Monroe County Hall of Fame as of summer 2017.

• Awarded 42 Scholarships and $30,000 to local high school athletes as of summer 2017.

• Participated in community e�ort to provide headstones for 10 previously unmarked African American graves in  
  Bloomington's Rose Hill Cemetery in 2015.

Mission Statement
�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame is a not-for-pro�t organization. �e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
(Wall of Fame) is located in Fountain Square in downtown Bloomington. In addition to honoring past individuals 
for their achievements, the Hall of Fame encourages future generations of Monroe County student/athletes by 
awarding scholarship money to a male and female athlete from each of the public high schools in Monroe County. 
Each year an awards banquet is held to induct new members at the Monroe County Convention Center. Attendance 
has grown to over 300 and sells out every year.



Congratulations Dr. Brad

MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME
2017 HUMANITARIAN

So proud of you!

Love, Your Family



You did it all with style, we could not be prouder!
Love,

Your Family

Jayme, Conan, Colten,
Braydon & Landon Lane

Nathan, Lucy, Sophia & Mandy Floyd

Congratulations
on your induction into the 2017

Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO INDUCTEES OF THE 
2017 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

JOHN ADAMS
Basketball Coach

1912
Bloomington High School

JENNINGS POLLEY
Wrestling

1943
Bloomington High School

DOBBY GROSSMAN
Football, Baseball, Basketball

1971
Bloomington High School

Photo courtesy of IU Archives

MARK LITZ
Baseball, Football, Golf

1970
Bloomington High School

Photo courtesy of IU Archives

HISTORY...
TRADITION...

EXCELLENCE...

FROM THE BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 

THE PURPLE AND WHITETHE PURPLE AND WHITE
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PRINT

2458 S. Walnut Street, Bloomington, IN 47401
Call Us 812.822.2947

www.midwestcolorprinting.com

CONGRATULATIONS
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 2017!

Ralph Sieboldt,
Jennifer (Warthan) Hester,
Stephanie (Bassett) Orman

Congratulations

2017 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

From the BHSN Athletic Department

Ralph Sieboldt Stephanie
(Bassett)

Orman

Jennifer
(Warthan)

Hester



SEVEN YEARS AND COUNTING

Welcome to the 2017 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.  �is is our 7th Hall of Fame 
class – which now brings our total to 76 athletes, coaches, contributors and humanitarians to be enshrined in our 
Hall.  Certainly, very few counties in the state of Indiana can match the athletic prowess that we have had the 
pleasure of enjoying in Monroe County. 

Our scholar-athletes deserve mention as well, as each receives a $1,000 scholarship for their combined academic 
and athletic achievements.  �e $6,000 given out tonight to these individuals means the MCSHOF has awarded 
$30,000 to the outstanding young men and women of our community.

�e MCSHOF has had an active year in the community.  We have spoken to service clubs, participated in 
Bloomington Chamber of Commerce events (as active members), and participated in a Downtown Bloomington 
event, and this fall (September 13) we will be holding our very �rst MCSHOF golf scramble – all in an e�ort to 
continue to spread the word about our organization and to garner �nancial support.

If you haven’t seen our Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame display (plaques and memorabilia) at Fountain Square, 
we would urge you to do so.  While the Cook Group and Jim Murphy have been very generous in donating that 
space to us, we will soon cease to have enough room. And so our long-term goal remains to �nd a new ‘home’ where 
we can more prominently honor our Hall of Famers. 

As always, we can’t heap enough praise and thanks to the loyal sponsors and advertisers who have supported us over 
the last seven years, including our title sponsor, Comprehensive Financial Consultants.  Without their �nancial 
generosity, we would not be the organization we have become and the organization that continues to grow.

Please continue to follow us on our updated website (www.mcshof.com), Facebook and Instagram.

We hope you enjoy tonight’s festivities.

Kit Klingelho�er, President 

Board of Directors
Board of Directors

Bill Atkinson
John Baker

Jennifer Brinegar
Ann Carpenter

Mark Deal
Marcus Debro
Bob Hammel

Lynn R. Houser
Patricia Houser

David Pillar
Lance Ringler
Missy Ringler
Sandy Searcy

Joe Smith

O�cers
Kit Klingelho�er, President
Grier Werner, Vice President
Amy Crozier, Secretary
Nancy Werner, Treasurer

www.mcshof.com, P. O. Box 122, Bloomington IN 47402; Email: monroecountyind@aol.com

Bloomington 
Anesthesiologists 

HALL OF FAME 
 

Allen Dunn MD, Bloomington  ‘72 
Football 
Grandson of F. A. Seward 
 
Bill Campbell MD, BHSS  ‘80 
Football, Track 
 
Bea Travis MD, BHSN  ‘80  
Band Equestrian 
 
Frank Shahbahrami MD, BHSN ‘87 
Golf 
 
Joseph Walker MD, BHSS –’96 
Basketball, Rugby 
 
Nathan Simon MD, BHSN ‘01 
Football 
 
David Dunn DO, BHSN ‘02 
Soccer, Track, Football, Rugby 
Great Grandson of F. A. Seward 
 
Larry Bowling MD 
Scottsburg  ‘64 
Basketball, Swimming,  
Tennis 
 
David Willian MD 
Chico (CA) ‘75 
Cross Country 
 
Layne Tait MD 
Los Altos (CA) ‘77 
Two Jobs 
 
Yuri Zelenin MD 
St. Petersburg (Rus) ‘78 
Karate 
 

Janet Fritsch MD 
Batesville ‘78 
Bball, VBall, Track, Tennis, 
Cheerleader 
 
Gary Gettelfinger MD 
Clarksville Providence ‘79 
Basketball 
 
George Peneff  MD 

“LLeessssoonnss  lleeaarrnneedd  iinn  aatthhlleettiiccss  llaasstt  yyoouu  aa  lliiffeettiimmee..””  

FFrreedd  AA..  SSeewwaarrdd,,  BBlloooommiinnggttoonn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll    ’’0044  ––  TTrraacckk  &&  FFiieelldd  

MMoonnrrooee  CCoouunnttyy  SSppoorrttss  HHaallll  ooff  FFaammee  CCllaassss  ooff  22001144  

Bloomington 
Anesthesiologists 

HALL OF FAME 
 
John Jesseph MD,  
Walla Walla (WS) ‘81 
 
Jeff Jackson MD 
Jeffersonville ‘81 
Wrestling, Football 
  
Mark Floyd MD 
Vincennes Lincoln ‘83 
Cross Country 
 
Plato Lysandrou MD 
English School Nicosia (Cyp) 
‘83 
Soccer, Karate, Diving 
 
Chad Johnson MD 
Argos ‘89 
BBall, Baseball, Soccer, Track 
 
Tory Gryzowka MD 
Center Grove ‘93 
 
Aaron Leis MD,  
Salem ‘94 
Basketball, Track, Golf, CC 
 
Josh Watkins MD 
Angola ‘94 
Tennis, Swimming, Track 
Lacy Brown DO 
Fulton  (TN)  ‘96 
Softball, Cheerleader 
 
James David Ridge MD 
Sullivan ‘99 
Golf, Basketball 
 
Sonia Jyoti MD 
Penn ‘99 
Tennis,  PPFootball 
 
Barry Steinkamp MD 
Evansville Mater Dei ‘99 
Basketball, Football 
 
Lori Kiefer MD 
Covington ‘01 
Basketball, Tennis 
 
Christal Greene MD 
Griffin (GA) ‘01 
Track and Cross Country 

The Physicians of  

Bloomington Anesthesiologists, P.C.  

Congratulate the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame  

Class of 2017  



Congratulations 
on your Induction! you are #1

in our hearts!

Marilyn, Yvette & Scott,Todd & Suzy, Alexandra,
Ben, Jack, Grant, Jay, Josie

From your very proud family

GOLD SPONSORS

DIAMOND SPONSOR

TITLE SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS
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COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL
CONSULTANTS

FRIENDS OF MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

HERALDTIMESONLINE.COM

THE FUNERAL
CHAPEL

Powell • Deckard

Dr. K Luke Eades DDS
Professional Corporation

Mark Anderson
Adam Petersohn

Grier and Nancy Werner
Bill and Donna Atkinson

John & Joyce Holmes

Lynn and Pat Houser
Ann Carpenter in memory of Russ Carpenter

Kit and Rita Klingelhoffer
Brooke and Joe Lozano



Congratulations on your induction into the

MONROE COUNTY SPORTS
HALL OF FAME

2017 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Inductees
Stephanie Bassett-Orman, Bloomington High School North – Track/Cross Country

Dobby Grossman, Bloomington High School – Football/Basketball/Baseball

Mark Litz, Bloomington High School, Baseball/Football/Golf

Cory Martin, Edgewood High School – Track and Field

Jennings Polley, Bloomington High School – Wrestling, 

Jennifer (Warthan) Hester, Bloomington High School North – Track/Cross Country

Coach:  John Adams, Bloomington High School – Basketball 
Ralph Sieboldt,Bloomington High School North – Track/Cross Country Coach

Contributor:  Jerry Yeagley – Soccer
Humanitarian:  Dr. Brad Bomba – Sports Medicine 

Foundation

Lawrence Rink, MD, Heather Dukes, DO, Mike LaGrange, MD
James Lindner, MD, Kevin Miller, MD, Ashlee Warren, MD

Comprehensive Financial Consultants – Title Sponsor

Bobby’s Colorado Steakhouse – for hosting our monthly meetings

Herald Times, Inc. – for articles, pictures and advertising space

Kirkwood Photo – event photographer and courtesy photos

IU Archives – courtesy photos

e Cook Group – for providing space in Fountain Square for the Hall of Fame

John Baker – sports memorabilia displays

Nate Trueblood – Webmaster – truebloodwebstudio@gmail.com

Midwest Color Printing – Graphic Designer Christopher Berry

Mary M’s for �owers

Maria Kioussis – Power Point and Building New Website

Jazz Trio – Philip Wailes, Sam Bryson and Connor Evans 

Nature’s Way – for providing plants for the evening

Sta� of Monroe Convention Center and Markey’s

Security - Jimmy Durnil – Indiana State Police Alliance Security

Student Volunteers – Bloomington North Track Team

All our sponsors and advertisers, without whom this event would not be possible.

e dedicated, tireless Board of Directors of the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

SPECIAL THANKS

C O N S U L T A N T S

C
O

M
P R

E H E N S I V E  F I N A N
C

I A
L



5:00 p.m.
Meet and Greet - open to public

6:00 p.m.
Reception - Grand Ball Room

7:00 p.m.
Banquet Bu�et

7:45 p.m.
Awards Program
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Presented by Comprehensive Financial Consultants

Seventh Annual Awards Banquet Program
July 14, 2017

 Monroe Convention Center

302 S. COLLEGE AVE.   I    BLOOMINGTON, IN 47403   I    p  812.336.3681   I    f  812.349.2981

 BloomingtonConvention.com

trade shows • conventions • meetings
conferences • seminars • retreats

reunions • banquets

Hosting unforgettable company events, association shows, weddings or reunions! 
With a chic interior and exceptional permanent art collection, the Convention Center lends style and class 

to a variety of functions. We can accommodate small to large gatherings with a flexible floor plan, 
in-house catering and audio visual services. And, we’re within an easy stroll to 

downtown Bloomington’s unique shops and cultural events.

MCCHallOfFameAd2016.indd   1 6/24/16   12:29 PM



Champions
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Proud Title Sponsor of the
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

674 South College Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47403

Champions are not born...
they’re made right here in
Monroe County
It takes thousands of days to make a champion
and it does not come easy. Only by skill, sacrifice,
preparation, determination, and attention to detail
can one become a champion. When the weather is
bad, when others are still in bed, when everyone
else is doing other things - it is the champion that
remains absolute. Here in Monroe County, we
know how to make champions as well as any place
in the country. We are proud of the coaches,
contributors, and athletes that make up the
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. It is your
commitment to excellence  that inspires and
motivates us all to be better.

Securities o�ered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. (JWC),
Member FINRA/SPIC. Advisory Services o�ered through J.W. Cole
Advisors, Inc. (JWCA) and/or Comprehensive Financial Consultants
Institutional, Inc. (CFCI). Comprehensive Financial Consultants and
CFCI/JWC/JWCA are una�liated entities.

812-334-3190  |  www.cfci.us

CONGRATS 
to the Monroe 
County Sports 
Hall of Fame 
Class of 2017
from all of us 
at Markey’s 
Rental & Staging!

Testing
video       |       audio       |       lighting      |       markeys.com       |       812.336.9930



HOME OF THE
MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME
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