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Proud Title Sponsor of the
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

674 South College Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47403

Champions are not born...
they’re made right here in
Monroe County
It takes thousands of days to make a champion
and it does not come easy. Only by skill, sacrifice,
preparation, determination, and attention to detail
can one become a champion. When the weather is
bad, when others are still in bed, when everyone
else is doing other things - it is the champion that
remains absolute. Here in Monroe County, we
know how to make champions as well as any place
in the country. We are proud of the coaches,
contributors, and athletes that make up the
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. It is your
commitment to excellence  that inspires and
motivates us all to be better.

Securities o�ered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. (JWC),
Member FINRA/SPIC. Advisory Services o�ered through J.W. Cole
Advisors, Inc. (JWCA) and/or Comprehensive Financial Consultants
Institutional, Inc. (CFCI). Comprehensive Financial Consultants and
CFCI/JWC/JWCA are una�liated entities.

Congrats to
the Monroe
County
Sports
Hall of Fame
Class of
2016

video       |       audio       |       lighting      |       markeys.com       |       812.336.9930



5:00 p.m.
Meet and Greet - open to public

6:00 p.m.
Reception - Grand Ball Room

7:00 p.m.
Banquet Bu�et

7:45 p.m.
Awards Program
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Presented by Comprehensive Financial Consultants

Sixth Annual Awards Banquet Program
July 15, 2016

 Monroe Convention Center

trade shows • conventions • meetings
conferences • seminars • retreats

reunions • banquets

Hosting unforgettable company events, association shows, weddings or reunions! 
With a chic interior and exceptional permanent art collection, the Convention Center lends style and class 

to a variety of functions. We can accommodate small to large gatherings with a flexible floor plan, 
in-house catering and audio visual services. And, we’re within an easy stroll to 

downtown Bloomington’s unique shops and cultural events.

BloomingtonConvention.com

302 S. COLLEGE AVE. | BLOOMINGTON, IN 47403 | p 812.336.3681 | f 812.349.2981



Congratulations on your induction into the

MONROE COUNTY SPORTS
HALL OF FAME

2016 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Inductees
Athletes - Tina (Debro) Hauger, Bloomington North 1982 - Track, Swimming

Bobby Dobson, Bloomington High 1949 - Basketball, Baseball
Dan Grossman, Bloomington High 1969 - Football, Baseball

Bob Kirk, University High 1965 - Football
Vern Pfaff, Ellettsville High 1962 - Basketball

Dick Sparks, Bloomington High 1960 - Basketball, Baseball
Coaches - Marshall Goss, Bloomington South, IU - Track, Cross Country

Marvin Groh, Bloomington High - Baseball
Contributor - Angelo Pizzo

Humanitarian - Bill Mallory

Comprehensive Financial Consultants – Title Sponsor

Bobby’s Colorado Steakhouse – for hosting our monthly meetings

Herald Times, Inc. – for articles, pictures and advertising space

Kirkwood Photo – event photographer and courtesy photos

IU Archives – courtesy photos

e Cook Group – for providing space in Fountain Square for the Hall of Fame

John Baker – sports memorabilia displays

Nate Trueblood – Webmaster – truebloodwebstudio@gmail.com

Midwest Color Printing – Designer Christopher Berry

Marsh Supermarket East – table centerpieces

Cierra Beyers – Power Point 

Jazz Trio – Philip Wailes, Sam Bryson and Kyle Schardt 

Nature’s Way – for providing plants for the evening

Sta� of Monroe Convention Center and Markey’s

Security - Jimmy Durnil – Indiana State Police Alliance Security

Student Volunteers – Bloomington North Track Team

All our sponsors and advertisers, without whom this event would not be possible.

e dedicated, tireless Board of Directors of the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

SPECIAL THANKS
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The Eye Center
OF SOUTHERN INDIANA

HERALDTIMESONLINE.COM

THE FUNERAL
CHAPEL

Powell • Deckard

THE ELLETSVILLEJOURNAL Dr. K Luke Eades DDS
Professional Corporation

GOLD SPONSORS

DIAMOND SPONSOR

TITLE SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS
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FRIENDS OF MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME
John M. & Joyce Holmes

Dr. Allen Dunn and Fred Seward Dunn,
in memory of Fred Seward, Inductee

Ann Carpenter, in memory
of Russ Carpenter, Inductee

Kit  and Rita Klingelhoffer

Bill and Donna Atkinson

Lynn and Pat Houser

Brooke and Joe Lozano

Dave & Teresa Clark

Grier and Nancy Werner

Dr. Phil Henson

George Finley

Jamie and Jennifer Brinegar

Jim Cornwell

MOVING FORWARD IN THE COMMUNITY

Welcome to the 2016 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.  Last year we set a record with 
300 people attending our banquet, and we feel very condent as you look around the room tonight, you will be 
surrounded by about 350 (maybe more) of your very best friends.

�is is our sixth class of inductees, bringing the total to 66 athletes, coaches, contributors and humanitarians.  Two 
thoughts: If you looked at each class of inductees, it would probably be very di�cult to rank the classes 1 - 6.  All 
have been exceptional.  Also, it’s probably not a stretch to say that very few counties in Indiana can claim to have a 
Hall with the greatness of our Hall – a Hall with Olympians, NCAA champions, members in various other Halls of 
Fames.  

We are also pleased with the scholarship contributions we have made to the deserving student-athletes of the 
counties’ three high schools – Bloomington North, Bloomington South and Edgewood.  With the presentation of 
six $1,000 awards tonight, the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame will have donated a total of $24,000 to the best 
of the best of our high school honorees.

While we are pleased with what we have achieved as an organization in a very short period of time, we are not 
satised by any means.  One of our most pressing goals as we move forward is to become more well-known and 
visible in our own community.  We have reached out to our service clubs for speaking opportunities to help “spread 
our word” and the organizations have been very receptive.  Soon, you will be seeing plaques in your favorite busi-
nesses, those who have supported us with sponsorships and advertising over the years.  We can’t thank those busi-
nesses enough, for without their generosity, we would not have enjoyed the success we have at this point in time.  
Another goal is to enhance our web site (mcshof.com) so you can keep up with our news and happenings.

We have a dedicated Board of Directors at the MCSHOF, and our one main goal is to pick the very best to be 
enshrined each year and that our induction banquet and ceremony is one to be remembered by both inductees and 
attendees alike.

�anks to each and every one of you for being here tonight and for any past and future support!

Kit Klingelho�er, President

Board of Directors
Bill Atkinson

John Baker
Jennifer Brinegar

Ann Carpenter
Mark Deal

Marcus Debro
Bob Hammel

Lynn R. Houser
Patricia Houser

David Pillar
Sandy Searcy

Brent Slinkard
Joe Smith

O�cers
Kit Klingelho�er, President
Grier Werner, Vice President
Amy Crozier, Secretary
Nancy Werner, Treasurer

www.mcshof.com,  P. O. Box 122, Bloomington IN 47402; Email: monroecountyind@aol.com



www.WooleryMarket.com TheWooleryMarket

Eclectic 
shopping event 

returns to 
Bloomington 

August 13

The Woolery Market features vendors 
offering art, antiques, collectibles, 
new and vintage clothing, furniture, 
woodworking, fine food, jewelry, and 
other unique items.

For event information, like The 
Woolery Market Facebook page.

Celebrating Indiana’s Bicentennial Year

As we celebrate this special evening in Bloomington with the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame, another special project is underway as we 

celebrate Indiana’s Bicentennial. The Greatest Sports Stories in the 
History of Indiana™ is a thoughtful collection of reflections on why we 

are and always will be loyal sports fans in Indiana. Distinguished 
sportswriters and broadcasters across Indiana are contributing to this 

history-making documentary; many from our Bloomington community.  

This work includes a statewide broadcast, honor banquet, exhibits, and 
beautiful collectors book illustrating the 25 Greatest Sports Stories in the 

History of Indiana™. Learn more at www.indiana25.com 

A collaborative venture between Indiana Sports History, LLC 
 and the Indiana Sportswriters and Sportscasters Association.

Essays included in the documentary book: 

• Bill Benner: Longtime Indianapolis sports journalist and vice president of Pacers Sports & Entertainment. 

• Bob Hammel - Indiana Sports Journalist and member of several Hall of Fames. 

• Lynn Houser - Indiana Hall of Fame Sportswriter and author. 

• Governor Joe Kernan, our 48th will be contributing a essay about women’s athletics and the impact of Title Nine. 

• Rex Kirts - Indiana Hall of Fame Sportswriter and author. 

• Tom Kubat - Indiana Hall of Fame Sportswriter and author - President of I.S.S.A. 

• Angelo Pizzo - American screenwriter and film producer, best known for Hoosiers and Rudy. 

• and many more journalists throughout the state. 



M. KATHLEEN McTIGUE, M.D.
DISEASES, TUMORS AND CANCERS OF THE SKIN

CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARDS
OF DERMATOLOGY, MOHS, AND

DERMATOLOGIC SURGERY

TELEPHONE (812) 339.6434
FAX (812) 331.0196

www.DCSIonline.com

1200 S. ROGERS STREET
BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA 47403

Leading skin care for over 30 years

BLOOMINGTON NORTH CLASS OF 2016

Congratulates Scholarship Recipients
GRACIE HEEB AND MALIK LAFFOON

Malik Laffoon
2016 Scholar Athlete

Grace Heeb
2016 Scholar Athlete



2458 S. Walnut Street, Bloomington, IN 47401     Call Us 812.822.2947
www.midwestcolorprinting.com

CONCEPT DESIGN

PRINT FINISH

1 9 1 5 -  2 0 1 6

CONGRATULATIONS DICK SPARKS! 

Fantasy Football Coaches Association
 

Andy Kincannon • Dallas Drummond • Phil Connell • Greg Lawrence
Grier Werner • Terry Mauder • Bob Lawrence

 



INAUGURAL CLASS OF 2011

C O N S U L T A N T S

C
O

M
P R

E H E N S I V E  F I N A N
C

I A
LMONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME SALUTES

From left: Jade Butcher (football); Bob Myers
for deceased father Cli�ord “Two Bit” Myers,
(wrestling); Deniese Smith, daughter of 
deceased father Charley McDaniel (wrestling); 
Don Shi�et (Contributor Award); Randy 
Martin father of Stacey Martin - Tenney (track 
and �eld); Missy Schwen Ryan (rowing);  Je� 
Chitwood, grandson of deceased Harold 
Mumby (coach); George Taliaferro, for 
deceased Cornelius Cook (Negro League 
Baseball); Jennifer Hooker Brinegar (swim-
ming); Dave Volz (track and �eld); Jill Watson 
(�gure skating) Beth Morgan Cunningham 
(basketball); Sarah Gates, daughter of deceased 
Joyce Gates (volleyball, golf ); Dr. Jack Deckard, 
son of deceased Tommy Deckard (track and 
�eld);  Not pictured: Cli� Wells (basketball 
coach) deceased.

From left: Dow Myers for Steve Kinser (auto 
racing); Dave Brown (football); Bob Whitlow 
(football); Ann Carpenter for husband Russ 
Carpenter (Contributor Award); Amy 
McDonald (golf and track); Tom McKinney 
(basketball coach); J.R. Holmes (basketball 
coach); George Taliaferro (Humanitarian 
Award); Rex Grossman (football) Not 
pictured: Richard Voliva (wrestling) deceased.

CLASS OF 2012

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

“Lessons learned in athletics last you a lifetime.”
Fred A. Seward, Bloomington HS ‘04 - Track & Field

The Physicians of 
Bloomington Anesthesiologists, P.C.

Congratulate the Class of 2016  

 
 

 
 
Allen Dunn MD, Bloomington  ‘72 
Bill Campbell MD, BHSS  ‘80 
Bea Travis MD, BHSN  ‘80  
Frank Shahbahrami MD, BHSN ‘87 
Joseph Walker MD, BHSS –07 
Kevin Gibbs MD, BHSN ‘96 
David Dunn DO, BHSN ‘02 
 
Larry Bowling MD 
Scottsburg  ‘64 
 
David Willian MD 
Chico (CA) ‘75 
 
Layne Tait MD 
Los Altos (CA) ‘77 
 
Yuri Zelenin MD 
St. Petersburg (Rus) ‘78 
 
Janet Fritsch MD 
Batesville ‘78 
 

 
Clarksville Providence ‘79 
 
George Peneff  MD 
 
John Jesseph MD,  
Walla Walla (WS) ‘81 
 
Jeff Jackson MD 
Jeffersonville ‘81 
  
Mark Floyd MD 
Vincennes Lincoln ‘83 

Bloomington
Anesthesiologists

HALL OF FAME

 
 

 
 
Plato Lysandrou MD 
English School Nicosia (Cyp) ‘83 
 
James Fish MD 
Clyde (OH) ‘84 
 
Dan Bonham MD 
South Bend Adams ‘89 
 
Chad Johnson MD 
Argos ‘89 
 
Tory Gryzowka MD 
Center Grove ‘93 
 
Aaron Leis MD,  
Salem ‘94 
 
Josh Watkins MD 
Angola ‘94 
 
Lacy Brown DO 
Fulton  (TN)  ‘96 
 
James David Ridge MD 
Sullivan ‘99 
 
Sonia Jyoti MD 
Penn ‘99 
 
Barry Steinkamp MD 
Evansville Mater Dei ‘99 
 
Jenn Moll-Bennett MD 
Evansville Mater Dei ‘99 
 
Lori Kiefer MD 
Covington ‘01 

Bloomington
Anesthesiologists

HALL OF FAME
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HALL OF FAME SALUTES

From left: Todd Yeagley (soccer); 
Pat Cassidy (wrestling); John Bush,
Bill Bush, Jim Bush, Tom Bush, sons
of deceased Noble Bush (Contributor Award 
Winner) Dan Sparks (basketball); Jared 
Je�ries (basketball); Mik Kearney (swimming);
Dave Reeve (football); Lindsey (Easton)
Benne, for deceased father Bill Easton
(track, cross country); Marge Counsilman
(Humanitarian Award winner along with
deceased husband Doc Counsilman)
Missy Ringler (golf ).

From left: Jack Crandal (football, basketball, 
track); John “Spider” Miller (amateur golf ); 
Larry Rink (Humanitarian Award); J.W. Hu�
and Lorraine Longden (son and daughter of 
deceased Fred Hu� (football coach); Jim 
Cornwell (wrestling); Cyndi Valentin (basket-
ball). Second Row from left
George Finley (Contributor Award); Chip 
Gray, Pete Gray, Charles Gray, Gary Gray, sons 
of deceased Walter Gray (football coach), Terry 
Stotts (basketball) Fred S. Dunn and Allen 
Dunn grandsons of deceased Fred Seward 
(track and �eld).

CLASS OF 2013

CLASS OF 2014

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

To a loving
brother, husband, father & uncle,

Congratulations on your induction into the
2016 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

Love, Your family

Vernon Pfaff



www.iucu.org

812-855-7823  •  iucu.org  Federally insured by NCUA

• Online Banking & Mobile Banking 
  with Mobile Deposit

• Apps for Android, Apple & 
  Kindle Fire

• Mobile website at m.iucu.org

• Text Message Banking

• Nationwide ATM network

• Shared Branching network

for a loan online anytime at:

Whether you’re home or away, you’ll

IU Credit Union is never too far away.
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HALL OF FAME SALUTES

CLASS OF 2015

From left: Scott May Jr. for Sean May, 
(basketball); Jade Harris and Susie Kinser,  
Hodges for deceased Sheldon Ray Kinser, 
(auto racing); Betsy (Cousins) Mulder 
(gymnastics); John M. Holmes (coach, 
basketball); Bob Hammel (Contributor 
Award); Bill Armstrong Jr., (football, swim-
ming, baseball); Amy Lanaham for deceased 
�omas Petry, (Humanitarian Award); Seth 
Debro for deceased George Shively, (Negro 
League Baseball); Charlie Warthan (coach, 
track, cross country); Kevin King (football, 
wrestling, track).

Criteria for Induction
Athletes: e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as an athlete. He/she must 
be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has 
made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Coaches: e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a coach. He/she must be a 
person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has made 
a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person who was 
born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Contributor: e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a contributor. He/she 
must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who 
has made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County.

Humanitarian: e nominee must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County who has made a noteworthy 
contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County. e Humanitarian Award will be 
presented to an individual who has distinguished himself/herself in the areas of: (1) athletics excellence; (2) community 
service initiatives; and (3) humanitarian endeavors.

*To be nominated, one must have met his or her 30th birthday, or been out of the particular sport as an athlete for a
period of ten years, whichever comes �rst. Posthumous nominations will be considered immediately on an individual
basis.

Class of 2016

FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES 1085
3100 S. WALNUT STREET ï BLOOMINGTON, IN 47403

812.339.9946

A PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

ORGANIZATION OF MONROE COUNTY

SINCE 1905

PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE

MONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME



CHARTER CLASS OF 2011
ATHLETES
Jade Butcher, Bloomington High School, 1965, football
Cornelius Cook, Bloomington High School, 1928, baseball
Tommy Deckard, Bloomington High School, 1934 track & �eld
Jennifer Hooker Brinegar, Mission Viejo, Cal., 1979, swimming
Stacy Martin-Tenney, Edgewood, 1999, track & �eld
Charley McDaniel, Bloomington High, 1933, football, wrestling
Beth Morgan-Cunningham, Bloomington South, 1993, basketball, tennis
Missy Schwen Ryan, Bloomington South, 1990, rowing
Dave Volz, Bloomington South, 1980, track & �eld
Jill Watson, Bloomington North, 1981, �gure skating

COACHES
Joyce Gates, Edgewood High School, volleyball, golf
Harold Mumby, Bloomington High School, football, wrestling
Cli�ord “Two-Bit” Myers, Bloomington High School, wrestling
Cli� Wells, Bloomington High School, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Don Shi�et
Note: The Humanitarian category was added in 2012.

CLASS OF 2012
ATHLETES
David Brown, Bloomington High School, 1971, football
Rex Grossman, Bloomington South, 1999, football
Steve Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1972, auto racing, wrestling
Amy McDonald, Bloomington South, 1988, track & �eld, golf
Richard Voliva, Bloomington High School, 1931, football, wrestling
Bob Whitlow, Bloomington High School, 1954, football

COACHES
J.R. Holmes, Bloomington South, basketball
Tom McKinney, Bloomington North, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Russ Carpenter

HUMANITARIAN
George Taliaferro

2012 Humanitarian George Taliaferro with former NFL Coach Tony Dungy
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Proud Title Sponsor

Don Shi�et, 2011 Contributor

Russ Carpenter, 2012 Contributor

Congratulations
COACH BILL MALLORY

ON YOUR INDUCTION INTO
THE MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

“LOCK YOUR JAW”

THE MALLORY MEN
George Batalis
Chris Dyer
Kit Klingelhoffer
Tom Polce
Hugh Shanahan
Dan Thompson

Mark Deal
Kevin Kelly
Bill Lynch
Bob Riley
Anthony Thompson

Bruce Bufe
Bob Hammel
Buzz Kurpius
Nate Rabideau
Joe Smith
Ed Warm



CLASS OF 2013
ATHLETES
Pat Cassidy, Bloomington North, 1995, wrestling
Jared Je�ries, Bloomington North, 2000, basketball
Mike Kearney, Bloomington South, 1973, swimming
Dave Reeve, Bloomington South, 1974, football
Missy Ringler, Edgewood, 1990, golf, basketball, track
Dan Sparks, Bloomington High School, 1963, basketball
Todd Yeagley, Bloomington South, 1991, soccer

COACH
Bill Easton, Stinesville, track, cross country

CONTRIBUTOR
Noble Bush

HUMANITARIANS
Doc and Marge Counsilman

CLASS OF 2014
ATHLETES
Jim Cornwell, Bloomington High School, 1971, wrestling
Jack Crandall, Bloomington High School, 1950, football, basketball, 
track
John “Spider” Miller, North Vernon High School, 1968, amateur golf 
Fred Seward, Bloomington High School, 1904, track
Terry Stotts, Bloomington North, 1976, basketball
Cyndi Valentin, Bloomington South, 2002, basketball

COACHES
Walter Gray, University High School, track, football, golf
Fred Hu�, Bloomington High School, football

CONTRIBUTOR
George Finley

HUMANITARIAN
Dr. Larry Rink

CLASS OF 2015
ATHLETES
Bill Armstrong Jr., Bloomington High School, 1970, football,
basketball, swimming 
Betsy (Cousins) Mulder, Bloomington North, 1992, gymnastics 
Kevin King, Bloomington South, 1979, football, wrestling, track 
Sheldon Ray Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1960, auto racing 
Sean May, Bloomington North, 2002, basketball George “Anner” 
Shively, Negro Baseball All-Star

COACHES
John M. Holmes, Owensburg, 1948, basketball coach
Charlie Warthan, Edgewood, 1968; track/cross country coach,
Bloomington North

CONTRIBUTOR
Bob Hammel

HUMANITARIAN
Thomas “Doc” Petry

2013 Contributor Noble Bush

2014 Contributor George Finley

2015 Contributor Bob Hammel

M�C��� � M�C���
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

119 South Walnut Street | P.O. Box 1310
Bloomington, IN 47402

Phone: 812-336-4840
Fax: 812-336-5307

David S. McCrea
Edward F. McCrea
Aaron E. McCrea
Robert S. McCrea

Robert F. McCrea
1915-1976

Ellen A. Lloyd
1925-1991

CONGRATULATIONS TO ANDY PIZZO AND BOB KIRK
FROM YOUR FELLOW UNIVEES AND THE 1964 UNDEFEATED FOOTBAL TEAM
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As your journey continues, we’ll always be 
among your biggest fans. Good Luck!

Class of 2016 Scholar Athletes of the Year
BLOOMINGTON NORTH

Gracie Heeb
Malik Laffoon

BLOOMINGTON SOUTH
Cherise Otter

Tucker Blackwell

EDGEWOOD
Erin Sherfield

Brayden Patton

to this year's scholarship winners

CONGRATULATIONS
2016TWENTY SIXTEEN
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As your journey continues, we’ll always be 
among your biggest fans. Good Luck!

Class of 2016 Scholar Athletes of the Year
BLOOMINGTON NORTH

Gracie Heeb
Malik Laffoon

BLOOMINGTON SOUTH
Cherise Otter

Tucker Blackwell

EDGEWOOD
Erin Sherfield

Brayden Patton

to this year's scholarship winners

CONGRATULATIONS
2016TWENTY SIXTEEN

Congratulations
on being inducted into the 

Monroe County Sports
Hall of Fame

for the
Humanitarian Award

From your loving
& proud family

Mike Britt, Kathryn Mallory,
Scott Britt, Emily Mallory,
Will Mallory, Sarah Mallory,
Ellie Mallory, Bill Mallory,
Martha Britt, Dave Britt,
James Mallory, Allie Mallory
Front: Marco Mallory &
Sam Mallory

Curt & Lori Mallory
Doug & Lisa Mallory
Ellie & Bill Mallory
Barb Mallory
Britt & Jim Britt
Kim & Mike Mallory



SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF 2016

Photos courtesy of Kirkwood photo

�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
Salutes the Scholar Athletes of 2016

�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
is proud to present the awards to the

seniors whose combination of academic
and athletic bars of achievement

have intersected at the highest level.

Erin Sherfield
2016 Scholar Athlete

Tucker Blackwell
2016 Scholar Athlete

Cherise Otter
2016 Scholar Athlete

Brayden Patton
2016 Scholar Athlete

Malik Laffoon
2016 Scholar Athlete

Grace Heeb
2016 Scholar Athlete

BLOOMINGTON
NORTH H.S.

EDGEWOOD
HIGH SCHOOL

BLOOMINGTON
SOUTH H.S.

BEST WISHES AND CONGRATULATIONS
2016 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS

AND
2016 SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

K LUKE EADES DDS
2810 S. Walnut St. Pike
Bloomington, IN 47401
Telephone: 812-336-2688
Toll Free: 855-404-7037

• Family Dentistry+
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Invisalign
• Dental Implants

10333 N. Meridian Street, Suite 110
       Indianopolis, Indiana 46290
                  (317) 581-7000

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Kestra Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an

affiliate of Kestra IS. Kaufman Financial Corporation is not affiliated with Kestra IS or Kestra AS.



SALUTING SCHOLAR ATHLETES

Tucker Blackwell, South: Four-year starter, basketball; 2016 H-T All-Area Player of the Year in basketball; �nished with 1,335 career 
points; named to Indiana High School All-Star Team; although injury kept him from playing in Kentucky series, he received the event’s 
John R. Wooden Citizenship Award; played shortstop on South’s 2016 sectional champions; Honors Diploma; U.S. Army Scholar 
Athlete; Conference Indiana Scholar Athlete; athletic scholarship to U.S. Military Academy at West Point.

Gracie Heeb, North: Fourth in 300 hurdles, �fth in 100 hurdles at 2016 state meet, setting school records in both; sectional and 
regional champion in both; fourth in 100 hurdles at 2015 state meet and sectional champion in 100 and 300 hurdles; runner-up in both at 
2015 regional; state quali�er in 3 events 2013-14; member of 4 x 400 record-breaking relay team; H-T All-Area all 4 years and the 2016 
co-Track Athlete of the Year with South's Megan Grabowski; Conference Indiana Scholar Athlete; Leaders of Tomorrow; Leadership 
Opportunities �rough Service (LOTS). 

Malik La�oon, North: Leading scorer in basketball the last two years; two-time H-T All-Area First Team selection; All-Conference 
Indiana, 2016; 2016 track season shortened by injury after a junior year in which he quali�ed for state in two events; sectional and regional 
champion in the high jump, 2015; Morrison Scholarship; James Massey Leadership Award; named Outstanding Male Black Leader of 
Tomorrow Award by the City of Bloomington Commission on the Status of Black Males; Student Athletic Board member; will attend 
Anderson College.

Cherise Otter, South: Four-time H-T All-Area Golfer of the Year; 2014 girls’ state medalist in golf; tied for second in 2015; H-T 
Player of the Year in girls’ basketball, 2016; National Honor Society; Honors Diploma; President’s Award for Educational Excellence; 
Athletic Director’s Award; South Central Leader of Tomorrow; Ruth Hidore Award; Leadership Opportunities �rough Service; college 
is undecided. 

Brayden Patton, Edgewood: H-T All-Area in football and basketball in 2015-16; All-Area First Team in football, 2015, second team 
in 2014; Indiana Football Coaches Association All-State, 2015; in basketball he led Edgewood in scoring (15.8) and rebounding (8.8) his 
senior year, earning team MVP honors and making All-Region Second Team and Honorable Mention All-State; in track he was a 
conference runner-up in the shot put; Academic Honors Diploma; will play football at Northern Illinois.

Erin Sher�eld, Edgewood: H-T All-Area First Team in basketball, 2015, 2016; All-Western Indiana Conference 3 years; Hoosier 
Basketball Coaches All-Region Team, 2016; Indiana Basketball Coaches Association Academic Honorable Mention, 2016; two-time 
team MVP; second in career assists, sixth in steals, ninth in 3-pointers; Academic Honors Diploma; Spanish Honor Society; will attend 
Indiana University.

Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Scholar-Athletes of 2016

2011
Dylan Anderson, North

Jordan Barker, North
Ashley Lewandowski, South

Laura Luther, Edgewood
Darren Mehay, South

Jared Simoneaux, Edgewood

2012
Michael Bower, South

Angela Hacker, Edgewood
Michaela Hull, South
Alex St. John, North
Sam Sheldon, North

Bryan Wells, Edgewood

2013
Olivia Ashba, Edgewood
Priyanka Ghosh, South

Max Irwin, North
Reece Phillips, Edgewood

Ronnie Schneider, III, South
Christina Zerfas, North

2014
Vanessa Brown, Edgewood

Gus Dajani, South
Patrick Mosby, Edgewood

Kate Raphael, North
Grant Sims, North

Alex Warzyniak, South

2015
Denise Azcui, South

Ian Bailey, North
Brooke Collins, North

Marielle Delos Santos, Edgewood
Ian Finnerty, South

Hank Phillips, Edgewood
Deakin Volz, South

�ese awards are presented to
the seniors whose combination of

academic and athletic bars of
achievement have intersected at

the highest level.

Congratulations

Tina Debro
BHSN Track and Swimming 1982

From the Bloomington North Athletic Deparment

Photo courtesy of IU archives



CLASS OF 2016 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

Tina (Debro) Hauger, Bloomington High School North ’82, track, swimming – High school 
career included 3 school records in track and swimming … went to Indiana University as a 
walk-on in track and lettered 4 years …. all-Big Ten 3 times….9th in the NCAA in the triple 
jump in 1984….held the IU indoor and outdoor triple jump records for 12 years and still has IU’s 
third best indoor triple jump (40-3) and �fth best outdoor jump (40-4) … served as assistant to 
Sam Bell at IU, 1988-89 … graduate assistant at Indiana State, 1990-92 … assistant coach at 
Southern Illinois-Carbondale, 1992-97 … coached sprinters, hurdles and jumpers at SIU-Car-
bondale, with 39 athletes earning all-conference honors between indoor and outdoor seasons … 
currently employed as a quality assurance representative for TMS Health Inc. in Indianapolis … 
married to Scott Hauger … has 2 children, Arianna (15) and Gregory (13).

Bobby Dobson, Bloomington High School ’49, basketball, baseball – First Monroe County 
player to score 1,000 career points; held county record (1,120 points) for 13 years … scored 
record 523 as senior, 18.8 average … stole ball, scored in last half-minute to put Panthers ahead 
in semistate championship game before losing on late basket to Jasper team that went on to win 
State … county’s �rst Indiana All-Star, won “Star of Stars” award (game MVP) for game-high 21 
points, including  basket to put team ahead in 66-61 win over Kentucky … only non-Final 4 
player on �ve-man 1949 Indianapolis News All-State … 16 strikeouts in no-hit pitching victory 
for Panthers … lettered one year in basketball at IU, scoring 42 points in 14 games for 19-3 team 
ranked No. 7 in �nal national poll) … transferred to Purdue and believed to be only athlete to 
letter in sports at both IU and Purdue (baseball) … died at 80 in 2012.

Dan Grossman, Bloomington High, football, baseball, 1969 – All-State quarterback (19 
touchdown passes, 20 TD runs) on unbeaten football team as senior that launched Panther’s 
record 60-game winning streak ... member of numerous All-America teams and selected as one 
of the top 10 players in the country ...  catcher on Panther’s state baseball runner-up, winning 
IHSAA Mental Attitude award ...  played football at Indiana University, �rst quarterback and 
then linebacker ...  key contributor in IU's 1971 Old Oaken Bucket win over Purdue ... left IU 
after junior year to enter medical school ... has successful medical practice in Bloomington ... In 
2013 won IU's Z.G. Clevenger Award ... enters with son Rex, the �rst father-son combination to 
be inducted into the Hall.
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Bob Kirk, University High School, ’65, football –Tri-captain of University’s undefeated (10-0) 
team in 1964 … all-State as a two-way tackle and tight end … went to IU and lettered two years 
as o ensive tackle ...  as a junior started every game for Big Ten tri-champions and Rose Bowl 
team … missed the Rose Bowl because of knee injury su ered in preparations for game (only 
game IU didn’t score a touchdown that year)… also started at tackle his senior year at IU … only 
o ensive lineman from Monroe County to play and start on a Big Ten championship football 
team ...  drafted by the Bu alo Bills ... Peace Corps volunteer in Botswana, Southern Africa for 
two years ... Department of State Diplomatic Service O�cer in the Middle East, East Africa and 
Southern Africa for 17 years ...  enters Hall of Fame two years after his coach at University High, 
Walter Gray, was inducted.

Vernon Pfa�, Ellettsville High School, ’62, basketball, baseball, track – As junior scored 72 
points in leading Ellettsville to 1961 Martinsville sectional title … as a senior scored 108 points 
in four games to lead Ellettsville to championship in 87-team Wabash Valley tournament, 
including tourney-record 43 in quarter�nal win over Linton….county’s second 1,000-point 
career scorer (after Bobby Dobson), �nished with 1,289 (county record at time) … 19.0 high 
school career average … senior year average of 27.5 is still county record … 3-year letter-winner 
at IU … in �rst college game he scored 12 o  bench against Michigan State – 19 two games later 
in 87-84 loss at Purdue … earned starting spot, broke hand, played little rest of season … scored 
125 IU points, including 51 in 16 games for Big Ten co-championship team as senior in 1967 … 
became Air Force pilot and �ew 137 missions on C-47s in Viet Nam, earning the Distinguished 
Flying Cross … after service he went into banking and went on to own his bank in Nebraska … 
still lives there with wife Barbara.

Dick Sparks, Bloomington High School ’60, basketball, baseball – Scoring leader (23 points) 
for BHS in State Final 4 game against Muncie Central … all-state pitcher, never lost in high 
school (21-0) … teams’ 3-year record was 44-2 … lettered in both sports at IU … started 10 
games in basketball as sophomore, averaging 6.3 … had high of 16 points when team tied 
all-time school single-game scoring record 122-95 win over Notre Dame … still has IU record 
for rebounds vs. Michigan State, 19, (plus 12 points) in 76-71 win …  pitching for the ’62 Hoo-
siers, he had 6 of team’s 16 wins … signed with White Sox after season … reached Triple-A with 
Giants, 53-59 in six pro seasons, covering 900 innings with 3.90 career ERA … best year 14-9 
with 2.40 ERA at Giants’ Double-A Waterbury team … after arm problems shortened baseball 
career, he became a corporate pilot …younger brother Dan was a 2013 inductee into the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame.

CLASS OF 2016 ATHLETE INDUCTEESCCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  BBiillll  
oonn  yyoouurr  iinndduuccttiioonn  iinnttoo  tthhee    

MMoonnrrooee  CCoouunnttyy  SSppoorrttss  HHaallll  ooff   FFaammee  

YYoouu  eenntteerrttaaiinn  aanndd  eennlliigghhtteenn  uuss  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  lleennggtthhyy  aanndd  iinnffaammoouuss  ffoooottbbaallll  
ssttoorriieess  dduurriinngg  oouurr  WWeeddnneessddaayy  bbrreeaakkffaasstt  ggaatthheerriinnggss..    YYoouu  kkeeeepp  uuss  llaauugghhiinngg  

wwiitthh  yyoouurr  ppooiinntteedd  jjaabbss  ffoorr  tteelllliinngg  bbaasskkeettbbaallll  ssttoorriieess  dduurriinngg  ffoooottbbaallll  sseeaassoonn!! 

Men from a variety of  professions make up the 
““UUppttoowwnn  GGeennttss  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  CClluubb””    

Tom Amstutz 
Alan Bronnenburg 
Lee Butler  
Gary Clendening 
Gene DeVane 
Brandt Downey 
Fred Dunn 

Tom Fleming 
Tom Funk 
Lee Hamilton 
Bob Hammel 
Phil Henson 
Jim LaFollette 
David Lawler 

Brandt Ludlow 
Vic Malinovsky 
Bill Mallory 
Lee Matthews 
Harold Mauro 
David McCrea 
Jerry McIntosh 

Mike Roberts 
Kip Smith 
Dwight Stauffer 
Strats Stratigos 
Ken Webb 
David Welch 

But the one thing we have in common  
besides food…is our interest in SPORTS! 

BBiillll  MMaalllloorryy  iiss    tthhee  ““PPeerrssoonniiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff   IIUU  FFoooottbbaallll””  
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CLASS OF 2016 COACH & CONTRIBUTOR INDUCTEES

Marshall Goss, South track-cross country; IU, head track coach, also assistant; Martinsville 
1956, track, cross country – Head coach track and cross country South 1964-’82, coached 29 
sectional champions, 11 regional, 20 South Central Conference champions – including Olympic 
pole vaulter Dave Volz … state cross country Coach of Year 1975 (national Coach of Year 1982), 
state track Coach of Year 1980 … assistant IU track coach 1982-’97, head coach 1998-2003 … 
coached 6 All-Americans,16 Big Ten champions … inducted Indiana Track and Cross Country 
Hall of Fame 1994, University of Indianapolis Athletic Hall of Fame 2005 ... long-time national 
and international track and �eld meet o�cial, Manager of O�cials for 1984 Olympic Games, 
Los Angeles … assistant coach U.S. Junior National team at �rst World Junior Championships in 
Athens, Greece, 1986 … eminent Indiana track historian, leader in establishment of state 
track-cross country Hall of Fame building at Terre Haute … annual IU relays named after him 
… writes and publishes Hoosier Trackman and Goss’ Cross Country Trivia.

Marvin Groh, Bloomington High School, baseball – Re-started baseball at BHS in 1948 after 
long lapse … with few opponents around then, his �rst four teams played only 37 games, going 
26-11 … after that, Panthers were dominant in southern Indiana for 15 years before state started 
tournaments (1967) … teams went 44-2 in 3-year run from 1958-’60, including 33-game 
winning streak… 1959 team went 17-0, 1964 team 18-0 … once tournament play began, Panther 
teams won 5 sectionals, 4 regionals, 2 semistates …runner-up in third state tourney in 1969 
(record 24-3); won championship in 1972 (record 22-5), year he retired … 25-year record of 
352-76 (.822) …  also coached junior varsity football team; assistant coach during 60-game streak 
… school legend, diamond named for him … inducted into Indiana High School Baseball Hall 
of Fame in 1979 … Navy lieutenant during World War II … died at 55 on March 18, 1977.



2016 SPECIAL AWARD WINNERS

 Angelo Pizzo, University High School, ’65 – As screenplay writer-producer of 1986 movie 
“Hoosiers,”  he teamed with fellow IU graduate and director David Anspaugh to introduce 
nation and world to magic of Indiana high school basketball, still ranked with all-time best sports 
movies 30 years later… “Hoosiers” recently selected for preservation in the U.S. National Film 
Registry by the Library of Congress … with Anspaugh, �rst co-recipients of Indiana Basketball 
Hall of Fame’s Silver Medal for contributions to Indiana high school basketball … also teamed 
with Anspaugh to create hit �lm “Rudy” (Notre Dame football) and “�e Game of �eir Lives” 
(U.S. Olympic soccer) … writer-director of 2015 �lm “My All-American,” on Texas football 
player Freddie Steinmark … returned to hometown to live, raise sons and follow IU sports.

Bill Mallory, football – IU football coach 1984-96 (winningest in IU history with 66 and twice 
Big Ten Coach of Year) …Hoosiers went to six bowl games in his 13 years, winning 2 … stayed 
in community and contributed by organizing and conducting football camp for youth and 
middle-school coaches (sponsored by Bloomington Hospital); instructors included other college 
and high school coaches, teaching fundamentals of game and how to prevent injuries … served as 
fund-raiser/speaker for Boys and Girls Club, Children’s Organ Transplant Association, Jill’s 
House, Salvation Army, First Methodist Church, Phi Kappa Tau … “Kissed the Pig” as Monroe 
County Fair fund-raiser … adviser, Bloomington City Recreation Department. … on Blooming-
ton Hospital Health and Wellness Committee.

Contributor

Humanitarian
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By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

TINA DEBRO HAUGER
FROM ‘TEENY’  TO ‘TINA’  TO THE HALL

As a skinny little girl in a family of seven, Carolyn Debro was given a nickname that stuck 
with her for life.
Noting how small Carolyn was, Aunt Gertrude (Graham) would call her “Teeny Baby,” 
which later was shortened to “Tina.”

“All through high school and college I didn’t go by any other name,” Tina says now. “It 
wasn’t until I went into the corporate world that I started going by my given name.”

As a quality assurance rep for TMS health in Indianapolis and the wife of consultant Scott 
Hauger, she now goes by Carolyn Hauger. However, the name Tina Debro will not be 
forgotten in Monroe County.

By the time Tina began her high school career at Bloomington North, she was a lean 
5-foot-8. She starred in swimming and track at North – good enough in track to make the 
Indiana University track team as a walk-on her freshman year, 1982. 

It wasn’t long before Tina was setting records at IU and earning a scholarship from Coach 
Sam Bell.   After college she went into coaching and made her mark as an assistant track 
coach at Southern Illinois-Carbondale. 

Her body of work as an athlete and coach is more than enough to earn her spot in the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame’s Class of 2016.

“I never would have guessed I would ever be a part of this prestigious award,” she says. “It’s 
humbling.”

Tina came from a humble background, an African American growing up in the poor Pidgeon 
Hill area on Bloomington’s near west side. Her late mother, Lola, had to work nights to 
support the family, and the older children had to look after the younger ones in Lola’s absence.

“She was a nurse and worked the night shift. She raised four boys and three girls,” Tina points 
out. “Between the last two boys (Sherman and Seth), there were 13 years di�erence. At the 
end, I was like the mother of those two. I didn’t participate in Senior Day and all that other 
stu� because I had other responsibilities.”

�e Debros couldn’t a�ord a family car, which made getting to and from practice a challenge 
for Tina.

“We didn’t have much as a family in the way of materialistic things,” she says. “We didn’t have 
a vehicle so we rode the city transit a lot.”

Fortunately for young Debro, she was surrounded by good people. One of them was North 
track coach Ralph Sieboldt.

“Ralph was basically a father �gure all four years,” she says. “Lots of time after practice Ralph 
would give me a ride home. He was there for me in times of need, just a wonderful, wonderful 
person. We were like family.”

“We had four or �ve young ladies who lived up on �e Hill back then and needed some 
guidance,” Sieboldt says. “I gave them rides many times, and Tina was a special one. She had 

her head on square, listened to you, and look what she’s done with herself in life.”
Debro lettered four years under Sieboldt (1979-82) and set school records in the long jump, 
400-meter dash and 400 relay. She earned a spot in the AAU nationals and �nished 19th in 
the triple jump.

She also set three school records in swimming and �nished ninth in the state in the 50-me-
ter freestyle. She credits the late Greg McCabe for her swimming success.

“I started out playing basketball but was just a sixth man,” she says. “I felt my skills were 
better than that, so I wanted to try something new. In the summers I spent a lot of time at 
Mills pool, about a mile from our house. I would spend all day, every day, at the pool – so 
much that my mom threatened to ground me. It’s part of the reason I was always so skinny.”

McCabe, the lifeguard there, appreciated Tina’s love of the water and took her under his 
wing.

“Greg showed me all the strokes,” she says. “Once I quit basketball and got comfortable 
in the pool, I started breaking records. Greg McCabe was the in¡uence there.”
Bear in mind that this was a time when African Americans weren’t commonly seen in 
swim competitions, so Debro felt like she was breaking racial barriers.

“It was awkward,” she says. “Even today you don’t see many African Americans who 
swim. A lot of it is because many inner cities don’t have pools. Basketball and football are 
the money makers, and that’s what kids dream about. In my four years (of competition), 
I was the only one.”

Tina’s future was in track, though. She did receive a Pell Grant to IU, and as she rose to 
record-breaking status in the triple jump, Bell rewarded her with the additional academic 
assistance to cover the rest of her education.

“Sam Bell is someone who really saw the true athlete in me,” she says. “Time and time 

again I would set high marks in meets, and he saw that. He asked me into his o£ce 
one day and basically put me on a full ride.” Tina’s record of 40-3 in the indoor jump 
and 40-4 in the outdoor remained Hoosier bests for 12 years and still rank third and 
�fth, respectively, on the IU all-time list. In 1984 she quali�ed for the NCAA meet 
in the long jump and �nished ninth. She was All-Big Ten three times and was a Big 
Ten runner-up in the triple jump in 1987.
 
After graduation, Bell kept her around as a graduate assistant for a year until she 
took an assistant position at Indiana State. In 1992 she became the assistant wom-
en’s track coach at SIU-Carbondale and remained in that position until 1997. She 
had a hand in helping 39 ladies make all-conference over the combined indoor and 
outdoor seasons during that time.

Now, at the age of 54 and the mother of two teenagers, Tina can look back on her 
athletic career and see the life lessons she learned.

“One of the things I’ve learned going through this journey is that one has to be disciplined,” she says. “�at’s what I tried to instill in 
anybody I coached. If you don’t want to do it, to practice, your coach can’t do it for you. It’s easy for me to say that now because when I 
was going through it, I wasn’t very disciplined. I was eager but not one to practice after that fact. I just felt once I stepped onto the 
track, I would give it my all.”

Giving it her all now puts her in some elite company in Monroe County.

“I just can’t believe it,” she says. “”It’s truly an honor, and as time gets closer, it’s going to be even more surreal.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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TINA DEBRO HAUGER

As a skinny little girl in a family of seven, Carolyn Debro was given a nickname that stuck 
with her for life.
Noting how small Carolyn was, Aunt Gertrude (Graham) would call her “Teeny Baby,” 
which later was shortened to “Tina.”

“All through high school and college I didn’t go by any other name,” Tina says now. “It 
wasn’t until I went into the corporate world that I started going by my given name.”

As a quality assurance rep for TMS health in Indianapolis and the wife of consultant Scott 
Hauger, she now goes by Carolyn Hauger. However, the name Tina Debro will not be 
forgotten in Monroe County.

By the time Tina began her high school career at Bloomington North, she was a lean 
5-foot-8. She starred in swimming and track at North – good enough in track to make the 
Indiana University track team as a walk-on her freshman year, 1982. 

It wasn’t long before Tina was setting records at IU and earning a scholarship from Coach 
Sam Bell.   After college she went into coaching and made her mark as an assistant track 
coach at Southern Illinois-Carbondale. 

Her body of work as an athlete and coach is more than enough to earn her spot in the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame’s Class of 2016.

“I never would have guessed I would ever be a part of this prestigious award,” she says. “It’s 
humbling.”

Tina came from a humble background, an African American growing up in the poor Pidgeon 
Hill area on Bloomington’s near west side. Her late mother, Lola, had to work nights to 
support the family, and the older children had to look after the younger ones in Lola’s absence.

“She was a nurse and worked the night shift. She raised four boys and three girls,” Tina points 
out. “Between the last two boys (Sherman and Seth), there were 13 years di�erence. At the 
end, I was like the mother of those two. I didn’t participate in Senior Day and all that other 
stu� because I had other responsibilities.”

�e Debros couldn’t a�ord a family car, which made getting to and from practice a challenge 
for Tina.

“We didn’t have much as a family in the way of materialistic things,” she says. “We didn’t have 
a vehicle so we rode the city transit a lot.”

Fortunately for young Debro, she was surrounded by good people. One of them was North 
track coach Ralph Sieboldt.

“Ralph was basically a father �gure all four years,” she says. “Lots of time after practice Ralph 
would give me a ride home. He was there for me in times of need, just a wonderful, wonderful 
person. We were like family.”

“We had four or �ve young ladies who lived up on �e Hill back then and needed some 
guidance,” Sieboldt says. “I gave them rides many times, and Tina was a special one. She had 

her head on square, listened to you, and look what she’s done with herself in life.”
Debro lettered four years under Sieboldt (1979-82) and set school records in the long jump, 
400-meter dash and 400 relay. She earned a spot in the AAU nationals and �nished 19th in 
the triple jump.

She also set three school records in swimming and �nished ninth in the state in the 50-me-
ter freestyle. She credits the late Greg McCabe for her swimming success.

“I started out playing basketball but was just a sixth man,” she says. “I felt my skills were 
better than that, so I wanted to try something new. In the summers I spent a lot of time at 
Mills pool, about a mile from our house. I would spend all day, every day, at the pool – so 
much that my mom threatened to ground me. It’s part of the reason I was always so skinny.”

McCabe, the lifeguard there, appreciated Tina’s love of the water and took her under his 
wing.

“Greg showed me all the strokes,” she says. “Once I quit basketball and got comfortable 
in the pool, I started breaking records. Greg McCabe was the in¡uence there.”
Bear in mind that this was a time when African Americans weren’t commonly seen in 
swim competitions, so Debro felt like she was breaking racial barriers.

“It was awkward,” she says. “Even today you don’t see many African Americans who 
swim. A lot of it is because many inner cities don’t have pools. Basketball and football are 
the money makers, and that’s what kids dream about. In my four years (of competition), 
I was the only one.”

Tina’s future was in track, though. She did receive a Pell Grant to IU, and as she rose to 
record-breaking status in the triple jump, Bell rewarded her with the additional academic 
assistance to cover the rest of her education.

“Sam Bell is someone who really saw the true athlete in me,” she says. “Time and time 

again I would set high marks in meets, and he saw that. He asked me into his o£ce 
one day and basically put me on a full ride.” Tina’s record of 40-3 in the indoor jump 
and 40-4 in the outdoor remained Hoosier bests for 12 years and still rank third and 
�fth, respectively, on the IU all-time list. In 1984 she quali�ed for the NCAA meet 
in the long jump and �nished ninth. She was All-Big Ten three times and was a Big 
Ten runner-up in the triple jump in 1987.
 
After graduation, Bell kept her around as a graduate assistant for a year until she 
took an assistant position at Indiana State. In 1992 she became the assistant wom-
en’s track coach at SIU-Carbondale and remained in that position until 1997. She 
had a hand in helping 39 ladies make all-conference over the combined indoor and 
outdoor seasons during that time.

Now, at the age of 54 and the mother of two teenagers, Tina can look back on her 
athletic career and see the life lessons she learned.

“One of the things I’ve learned going through this journey is that one has to be disciplined,” she says. “�at’s what I tried to instill in 
anybody I coached. If you don’t want to do it, to practice, your coach can’t do it for you. It’s easy for me to say that now because when I 
was going through it, I wasn’t very disciplined. I was eager but not one to practice after that fact. I just felt once I stepped onto the 
track, I would give it my all.”

Giving it her all now puts her in some elite company in Monroe County.

“I just can’t believe it,” she says. “”It’s truly an honor, and as time gets closer, it’s going to be even more surreal.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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TINA DEBRO HAUGER

As a skinny little girl in a family of seven, Carolyn Debro was given a nickname that stuck 
with her for life.
Noting how small Carolyn was, Aunt Gertrude (Graham) would call her “Teeny Baby,” 
which later was shortened to “Tina.”

“All through high school and college I didn’t go by any other name,” Tina says now. “It 
wasn’t until I went into the corporate world that I started going by my given name.”

As a quality assurance rep for TMS health in Indianapolis and the wife of consultant Scott 
Hauger, she now goes by Carolyn Hauger. However, the name Tina Debro will not be 
forgotten in Monroe County.

By the time Tina began her high school career at Bloomington North, she was a lean 
5-foot-8. She starred in swimming and track at North – good enough in track to make the 
Indiana University track team as a walk-on her freshman year, 1982. 

It wasn’t long before Tina was setting records at IU and earning a scholarship from Coach 
Sam Bell.   After college she went into coaching and made her mark as an assistant track 
coach at Southern Illinois-Carbondale. 

Her body of work as an athlete and coach is more than enough to earn her spot in the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame’s Class of 2016.

“I never would have guessed I would ever be a part of this prestigious award,” she says. “It’s 
humbling.”

Tina came from a humble background, an African American growing up in the poor Pidgeon 
Hill area on Bloomington’s near west side. Her late mother, Lola, had to work nights to 
support the family, and the older children had to look after the younger ones in Lola’s absence.

“She was a nurse and worked the night shift. She raised four boys and three girls,” Tina points 
out. “Between the last two boys (Sherman and Seth), there were 13 years di�erence. At the 
end, I was like the mother of those two. I didn’t participate in Senior Day and all that other 
stu� because I had other responsibilities.”

�e Debros couldn’t a�ord a family car, which made getting to and from practice a challenge 
for Tina.

“We didn’t have much as a family in the way of materialistic things,” she says. “We didn’t have 
a vehicle so we rode the city transit a lot.”

Fortunately for young Debro, she was surrounded by good people. One of them was North 
track coach Ralph Sieboldt.

“Ralph was basically a father �gure all four years,” she says. “Lots of time after practice Ralph 
would give me a ride home. He was there for me in times of need, just a wonderful, wonderful 
person. We were like family.”

“We had four or �ve young ladies who lived up on �e Hill back then and needed some 
guidance,” Sieboldt says. “I gave them rides many times, and Tina was a special one. She had 

her head on square, listened to you, and look what she’s done with herself in life.”
Debro lettered four years under Sieboldt (1979-82) and set school records in the long jump, 
400-meter dash and 400 relay. She earned a spot in the AAU nationals and �nished 19th in 
the triple jump.

She also set three school records in swimming and �nished ninth in the state in the 50-me-
ter freestyle. She credits the late Greg McCabe for her swimming success.

“I started out playing basketball but was just a sixth man,” she says. “I felt my skills were 
better than that, so I wanted to try something new. In the summers I spent a lot of time at 
Mills pool, about a mile from our house. I would spend all day, every day, at the pool – so 
much that my mom threatened to ground me. It’s part of the reason I was always so skinny.”

McCabe, the lifeguard there, appreciated Tina’s love of the water and took her under his 
wing.

“Greg showed me all the strokes,” she says. “Once I quit basketball and got comfortable 
in the pool, I started breaking records. Greg McCabe was the in¡uence there.”
Bear in mind that this was a time when African Americans weren’t commonly seen in 
swim competitions, so Debro felt like she was breaking racial barriers.

“It was awkward,” she says. “Even today you don’t see many African Americans who 
swim. A lot of it is because many inner cities don’t have pools. Basketball and football are 
the money makers, and that’s what kids dream about. In my four years (of competition), 
I was the only one.”

Tina’s future was in track, though. She did receive a Pell Grant to IU, and as she rose to 
record-breaking status in the triple jump, Bell rewarded her with the additional academic 
assistance to cover the rest of her education.

“Sam Bell is someone who really saw the true athlete in me,” she says. “Time and time 

again I would set high marks in meets, and he saw that. He asked me into his o£ce 
one day and basically put me on a full ride.” Tina’s record of 40-3 in the indoor jump 
and 40-4 in the outdoor remained Hoosier bests for 12 years and still rank third and 
�fth, respectively, on the IU all-time list. In 1984 she quali�ed for the NCAA meet 
in the long jump and �nished ninth. She was All-Big Ten three times and was a Big 
Ten runner-up in the triple jump in 1987.
 
After graduation, Bell kept her around as a graduate assistant for a year until she 
took an assistant position at Indiana State. In 1992 she became the assistant wom-
en’s track coach at SIU-Carbondale and remained in that position until 1997. She 
had a hand in helping 39 ladies make all-conference over the combined indoor and 
outdoor seasons during that time.

Now, at the age of 54 and the mother of two teenagers, Tina can look back on her 
athletic career and see the life lessons she learned.

“One of the things I’ve learned going through this journey is that one has to be disciplined,” she says. “�at’s what I tried to instill in 
anybody I coached. If you don’t want to do it, to practice, your coach can’t do it for you. It’s easy for me to say that now because when I 
was going through it, I wasn’t very disciplined. I was eager but not one to practice after that fact. I just felt once I stepped onto the 
track, I would give it my all.”

Giving it her all now puts her in some elite company in Monroe County.

“I just can’t believe it,” she says. “”It’s truly an honor, and as time gets closer, it’s going to be even more surreal.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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By Lynn Houser
Bloomington Herald-Times January 24, 2012

BOBBY DOBSON
BOBBY DOBSON: STAR OF STARS

Ask a senior citizen who the best player was to come out of Monroe 
County before there was a North, South and Edgewood, and the name 
Bobby Dobson will probably come up.

Dobson’s name is back on our minds after he passed away last week at 
the age of 80.

Dobson played for Bloomington High and was the county’s  rst 
Indiana All-Star when he was selected to the state’s 1949 squad. In the 
1949 all-star game, a 66-61 win over Kentucky, Dobson was named 
Star of Stars, the equivalent of the most valuable player award.

Dobson led the 1948-49 Bloomington squad to within one victory of 
the state  nals. Eventual state champion Jasper edged Bloomington in 
a memorable semistate  nal, 50-49.

It was Dobson who foiled a Jasper stall in the last four minutes with a 
steal and a lay-up for a 49-48 lead with 20 seconds left, only to have 
Jasper’s Bill Litch eld counter with a basket with 10 seconds left.

Bloomington’s Bobby Ayers, a guard on that team, recalled what 
happened next.

“I wanted to take the ball out and started to throw the ball in, but Bobby 
took it right out of my hands and took o� with it,” Ayers said from his 
Bloomington home last week. “We never did take it out, and the referees 
didn’t even notice.”

Dobson was the stu� of legend in his playing days as a high schooler and a 
college player.

He was the  rst Monroe County player to score 1,000 points, back in the 
days when freshmen didn’t play varsity and games were played in the 40s and 
low 50s. Dobson held that distinction for 13 years, until Ellettsville’s Vern 
Pfa� joined him as a 1,000-point scorer in 1962.

Dobson was a great uncle to Dan Grossman, the prominent Bloomington 
ophthalmologist who was a great athlete in his own days at Bloomington 
High.

“I just knew him a family legend,” Grossman said from his o�ce last week. 
“My grandmother, Gladys, always talked about him. He wasn’t just a 
basketball player. He also was a great baseball player.”

Dobson went on to play both basketball and baseball at Indiana 
in 1950-51. He was a basketball teammate of Bill Garrett, 
Bobby Masters, Sammy Miranda and Boll Toshe� on an IU 
team that went 19-3 and  nished No. 6 in the polls.

Dobson transferred to Purdue after that year and also lettered 
in two sports there, the rare athlete to letter at both universities.

Although he lived most of his adult life in Marion, Dobson is 
best remembered for his exploits as a 
Bloomington basketball player.

“He was fantastic — quick hands,” Ayers said. “I played against 
him when he was at St. Charles and I was at Fairview. ¡ey beat 
us, 18-4. He had the 18, and I had the four. ¡at’s how much 
better he was.”

“When he had the ball you better watch out, because as soon as 
he crossed the 10-second line he was going to shoot it,” said 
Don Shi¢et, a long-time referee and charter member of the 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. 
“He was also a pretty good defender. He had a way of slapping 
up at the ball. He was a dandy.”

Ayers also remembers Dobson being as good a person as he 
was an athlete.

“He was an exceptionally nice guy, very religious, very quiet. 
Everybody liked him,” Ayers said. “As far as I’m concerned, 
Bobby Dobson was the best player ever to come out of 
Bloomington High until the old building burned down 
(1963). He was a hustler, played good defense and had a lot of 
assists, too.”

For a county that has given us the likes of Pfa�, Sean May, 
Jared Je�ries, Garrett Butcher, Jon Holmes, Chris Lawson, 
Dee Davis, Jordy Hulls and all the Duanys — to mention a 
few of the many legendary players — Bobby Dobson belongs 
in the conversation as one of the greatest of them all.

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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Everybody liked him,” Ayers said. “As far as I’m concerned, 
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Bloomington High until the old building burned down 
(1963). He was a hustler, played good defense and had a lot of 
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By Kit Klingelho�er
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

BOB KIRK
KIRK EXCELLED THANKS TO SHADES OF GRAY

Hard working.  Practical.  Pragmatic.  Determined. �ose are just a few adjectives 
that describe Bob Kirk, the �rst athlete from University High to be inducted into 
the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“One of things I’ve learned to do is to continue to move forward,” he said.  “You 
can’t give up when you have adversity.  �at’s been the key to my success.”

Step one. Kirk played football at University, where he was the only African-Amer-
ican male student and his sister was the only African-American female student, 
placed there by their father, who was a chemistry lab professor at IU and a pastor 
at Bethel AME church.  All-State as a two-way tackle and tri-captain of a 10-0 
team, Kirk was coached by Walter Gray, who was inducted into the Hall two years 
ago.  And a man who Kirk has the utmost respect for.

“Coach Gray made such a huge impact on my life,” Gray said.  “We had a great 
time with Coach Gray.  “He wasn’t loud, but he was very knowledgeable.  He was 
very understanding with his players.  He would be stern, instilling is us discipline, 
character and dedication.

“He said to me one time, “You know, Bob Kirk, you could be the next Earl Faison 
(an All-Big Ten and All-American at IU and a four-time All-Pro in the American 
Football League).  �at really inspired me to work hard.”

Step two.  College.  Minnesota looked at Kirk a little bit and he visited 
Tennessee State.  But as he said, “I was focused on IU.  Kirk and University 
had played against Mitchell High and their star running back, Terry Cole. 
Indiana University coach John Pont asked Cole, a running back at IU, about 
Kirk.  Apparently Cole’s words to Pont were, “get him.”  And Pont did.

So after being a part of University’s magical undefeated season in 1964, Kirk 
was a starting tackle on IU’s Cinderella season of 1967 – the Big Ten 
tri-championship and only Rose Bowl team in IU history, a team that went 
9-1 after winning only one game the year before. 

“When we started that season we were thinking, hey, let’s have a winning 
season,” Kirk said.  “But we worked hard and Coach Pont made some 
adjustments.  He changed our style to the way Alabama played, linemen in an 
all-four stance.  We blocked from the waist down, utilized our speed.”

Kirk especially remembers games that year at Michigan (“the vastness of 
their Stadium”) and at Michigan State (“we were not supposed to beat them”) 
and of course the 19-14 win over Purdue (“I helped spring Terry Cole on his 
long touchdown run”) that propelled them to the Rose Bowl.  And how did 
Kirk celebrate that win?  “I went home and ate hamburgers instead of going 
out and partying,” he laughed.

Unfortunately for Kirk, he didn’t get to participate in the Rose Bowl game.  
He su�ered a knee injury in a practice leading up the game, an event he still 
remembers to this day.  “I was pretending to be a defensive guy, it was a 
muddy day, I had two guys come at me and when they hit me, my feet just 
stuck in the mud.  It hurt me physically, emotionally and psychologically.  I 
was devastated by it.”

Although he came back to play his senior year at IU and was drafted by the 
Bu�alo Bills, the severe knee injury e�ectively ended his career, robbing him 
of the power and ¡exibility he had previously exhibited.

But, Kirk has enjoyed a varied life post-football.  He returned to school and 
earned an MBA from IU, a Masters of Arts in International A�airs from 
Ohio University and a Masters of Arts in Christian Studies from Luther Rice 
Seminary.  He served with the Peace Corps in Southern Africa during the 
Apartheid era in the 70s, and lived and worked in Southern Africa, the 
Middle East and East Africa for 17 years, including Egypt, Botswana and 
Lesotho.

He also reconnected with his wife, Diana, who he had met while students at 
McNutt Quad at IU.  �ey started a church in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
and support projects in Kenya.  Both are ordained ministers on sta� at Saint 
Phillip AME church in Atlanta, Ga. His blended family includes 4 children 
and 7 grandchildren. 

As he re¡ects he said, “I have been blessed to have had the opportunity to do 
some things that are special.  I’m humbled by it all and I take great pleasure in 
some of what we’ve done.

“I’ve had a very interesting life.  But it all comes back to Coach Gray, my father 
and my uncles.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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By Kit Klingelho�er
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

MARSHALL GOSS
NO STOPPING MARSHALL GOSS

It was almost impossible to notice the di�erence in the ‘working’ Marshall Goss and the 
‘retired’ Marshall Goss.  And it will probably be that way until the long-time coach, 
nursery manager, writer, o�cial, and Hall of Fame planner, researcher and curator 
�nally decides enough is enough – which may never happen.  It’s just who he is.

In an ‘o�cial’ working capacity, Marshall did retire – from Indiana University just 
recently, Monday May 24 to be exact, at the age of 78.  But, like the Energizer Bunny, 
he plans to keep going, and going, and going……

Before his distinguished coaching career, �rst at Paris High School in Illinois from 
1960-64, then at Bloomington High/South from 1964-1985, then as an assistant at 
Indiana University from 1982-1999 before becoming head coach from 1999-2004, 
Goss was a pretty fair athlete himself.  He won eight varsity letters at Indiana Central 
University, winning the conference cross country championship in 1959 and the 
conference 440, 880 and mile relay three years running (1958-60), the conference 
record-holder in each event.
His coaching career really blossomed at Bloomington.  His predecessor, Bill Milne, was 

ready to retire and he and athletic director Vern Burns decided they needed a 
‘tough SOB’ as his replacement, and Milne told Burns, “I know who to call.”  
Without question it was the right call.

He led the Panthers to four conference titles, 14 sectional titles and one 
regional title in track. In cross country he guided the Panthers to 16 confer-
ence titles, 15 sectional titles, 10 regional titles and 13 top 10 state �nishes.

Ask him to name his favorite team, and it was not one of his best, but one of 
his most resilient.  “It was probably in 1968 or 1969 and our cross country 
team lost our top two runners who broke team rules – but we still won the 
conference and went on to state.  It was a team that worked hard, really 

improved and really jelled.”

“Many of our good athletes were athletes that weeded out of other sports.  I took 
great pride in that,” he added.

And while he was hesitant to pick his top athletes, he couldn’t resist talking about 
pole vaulter Dave Volz, a member of the Monroe County Hall of Fame inaugural 
class.

“Dave Volz is probably the best athlete ever to come out of Bloomington South, despite 
what others think,” Goss said.  “He could dunk a basketball in the eighth grade – just a 
tremendous athlete.”

Goss received many accolades for his coaching – Cross Country Coach of the Year in 
1973, Track and Field Coach of the Year in 1980, Conference Coach of the Year four 
times, head coach of the 1976 Indiana All-Star track and �eld team – just to name a few.
¥e coaching is just a small part of his legacy. He was the manager of o�cials for the 
Olympic Trials in Los Angeles in 1984 and Indianapolis in 1988 and received his greatest 
honor in ’84 – Manager of O�cials for the Olympic Games in Los Angeles.

“¥at was a lot of work, but a very fun time,” Goss said.  “I was there for three weeks, we 
had 205 o�cials for the Games, and I wrote a book about the policies for our o�cials.”  

He also was on sta� in the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, serving as the seeding clerk.

One of his ‘babies’ though, has been the Indiana Track and Field and Cross Country 
Hall of Fame Museum, which opened about 54 years ago in Terre Haute, of which he is 
director and founding member.  Goss has overseen all aspects of the opening and 
operation of the museum – from securing a building, to collecting artifacts, photos, 
stories and memorabilia, to assisting with the kiosks and displays visitors will see when 
they go to the Museum.  Included in the Museum is a picture and bio of every Indiana 
Track and Field athlete to compete in the Olympic Games.
“It’s truly been a labor of love,” Goss said.  “I had an idea and contacted people at the 
right time.  It was a 37-year culmination of an idea that has come to fruition.”

Ask him to name the best Indiana Olympian ever and he is quick to say ‘Ray Eury.  He 
was from Lafayette and won 8 gold medals in the early 1900s in the long jump, triple 
jump and high jump.  He later attended Purdue.”

¥e Hall of Fame Museum and grandkids -- Caleb, Anna and Will, who belong to son 
Christopher and daughter Elizabeth, will occupy most of his new-found ‘retirement.’

“I’ll go to the museum at least once a week and Ann (his wife of 54 years) and I will travel 
throughout the state looking for more stories and ideas for the museum,” Goss said.  “I go 
to the library in Indianapolis and do a lot of research at the Indianapolis Star.  I have 
plenty to do.”
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right time.  It was a 37-year culmination of an idea that has come to fruition.”
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was from Lafayette and won 8 gold medals in the early 1900s in the long jump, triple 
jump and high jump.  He later attended Purdue.”
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By Andy Graham
Bloomington Herald-Times May 10, 2012

MARVIN GROH
THANKS TO MARVIN, BLOOMINGTON BASEBALL STILL ‘GROH-ING’

Bloomington’s 1972 state baseball championship game against South Adams was 
well under way when Panther coach Marvin Groh asked ace pitcher Tony Siedl to 
warm up in case fellow ace and starter Rick Carmichael required relief.

Sam Smith, who led that ‘72 BHS team in home runs, laughed heartily as he recalled 
Siedl’s incredulous response to Groh: “Why should I warm up? He’s throwing a 
no-hitter!”

Carmichael maintained a no-hitter through 6 innings before closing out a 3-0 win 
that gave Bloomington what remains the city’s lone state baseball crown. Siedl and 
teammates usually followed Groh’s directives unhesitatingly and were the better for 
it.

�e spirit of Groh, who passed away in 1977, will infuse this weekend’s festivities as 
many of the 1972 Panthers, along with families and friends, reconvene in Blooming-
ton to celebrate the 40th anniversary of their championship.

“�e truth is, Marvin Groh was really like a father to most of us,” Jerry Kemp, the 
third baseman and multi-sport All-State athlete, said as he and some fellow 
Panthers gathered at Yogi’s Grill & Bar for Joe Smith’s “Sportstalk” radio show. 
“�e kind of things Marvin taught us have stuck with the guys their entire lives.”

Jack Ryan, who along with twin brother John comprised two-thirds of the starting 
BHS out�eld (and had the top two batting averages in the regular lineup), said he 
expected the camaraderie to re-engage quickly. “It was just a really good group of 
guys that stuck together,” Ryan recalled. “Nobody had no money, really. We’d go to 
a ballgame and get a Coke, and that’d be about it, but we enjoyed being around 
each other. We got along really well. We bonded. It was a team deal. �at’s what it 
was.”

�at’s re�ected in statistics for the 28-3 squad. None of the Panther hitters sported 
particularly gaudy individual numbers, but collectively the o¢ense was solid. 
Pitching, defense and speed were manifest strengths. BHS had a team 
earned-run-average of 1.22. �e Panthers stole 88 bases.

Siedl (12-1, 1.05 ERA), Carmichael (9-1, 0,51) and Bill Bu¥e (6-1, 
2.40, 64 strikeouts in 42 innings) were the primary pitchers, with Bu¥e 
playing shortstop while the others were pitching, which was almost 
always the case through the 9-0 tournament run.

Joining John Ryan (.338 batting average) and Jack Ryan (.318) in the 
out�eld was swift left�elder Rick Gibbs, who had 20 steals and a 
team-high 31 runs. Joining Kemp (a team-high 22 RBI), Smith (four 
homers) and Bu¥e (.304) in the regular in�eld were �rst-baseman Kevin 
McDevitt (.306) and catcher Dennis McGuire, a defensive standout and 
team leader.

It was McGuire’s bases-loaded double o¢ the brick wall in right-center 
at old Bush Stadium that helped the Panthers past Hammond Morton, 

5-4, in the 1972 state semi�nals. And it was McGuire who helped conduct workouts one 
afternoon when Groh, apparently not pleased with Panther situation at that juncture, 
simply left the equipment bag at the diamond for practice, with no coaches present.

“Coach Groh was hard to play for in some ways, but he got the best out of you,” Ryan 
said of the coach who, in a 25-year span helming BHS baseball starting in 1948, went 
352-76 (.822 winning percentage). “He’d take a mediocre ballplayer and make a good 
ballplayer out of him.”

Probably not too many challenges daunted Groh after his service with a bomb-disposal 
in the South Paci�c during World War II. But he came home with asthma issues that 
plagued him for the rest of his life, according to his daughter Cheryl, who as an 
eighth-grader kept a scrapbook on the 1972 baseball team.

BHS won three state titles that season, two coming on the same February day courtesy 
of the wrestling and swimming and diving squads, and uno¥cially it was four: the 
football Panthers (for whom Groh was an assistant coach) went 10-0, amidst their 
legendary 60-game winnings streak, and were “mythical” state champs.

Kemp said the lessons Groh imparted were conducive to such success.

“I think maybe the most important thing he taught us was to work as a team — not to try 
to be a hero, but to know what your job was, to do it to the best of your ability and never 
give up,” Kemp said. “And he taught us respect for each other.

“Back during those times, there was a whole lot of chaos going on, but we didn’t have that 
on our team. We respected each other. We worked together. We didn’t have to be exactly 
alike — nobody cared about that. We respected hard work. And we had all of Marvin’s 
sayings bonding us together.”

During Groh’s post-championship speech to Bloomington’s Eastside Lions Club at the 
Indiana Memorial Union as reported in the Bloomington Herald-Telephone, the 
audience got a sense of that.

“I’m supposed to tell you the reasons we won the state baseball tournament,” Groh told 
the Lions. “I could tell you we won because we had the best out�eld in Indiana; that we 
had good-control pitching; that we had great speed on the basepaths; that our hitting was 
a little above average. But I don’t think this is what you want to hear. I think you want to 
know the deep-down, nitty-gritty reasons for our success.”

Groh then shared the message he had delivered to his team before the season began.

“At the beginning of the season, I wanted to accomplish three things with the team. If 
success went along with these things, so much the better. I wanted everyone to have a 
lot of fun. Now, that might sound a little corny, but I told our kids that we weren’t going 
at this thing as a life or death matter. We won’t need to practice on Saturday, I said. We 
don’t have to practice during vacations. Baseball is a game to be enjoyed, and I wanted 
to treat it that way.

“Second, I wanted the kids to develop a mutual respect for each other; to develop 
respect for each other as people, not third basemen or pitchers, but as individuals.

“And thirdly, I wanted the season to leave something with the boys other than won-loss 
records; something that could help them long after a state championship.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

To contact the board, please email us at mcshofmail@gmail.com
To learn more about the Hall of Fame visit www.MCSHOF.com

Signature Achievements
• Enshrined sixty six Monroe County residents into the Monroe County Hall of Fame as of summer 2016.

• Awarded 36 Scholarships and $24,000 to local high school athletes as of summer 2016.

• Produce one of Monroe County’s marquee summer events: 
   �e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame annual banquet.

Mission Statement
�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame is a not-for-pro�t organization. �e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
(Wall of Fame) is located in Fountain Square in downtown Bloomington. In addition to honoring past individuals 
for their achievements, the Hall of Fame encourages future generations of Monroe County student/athletes by 
awarding scholarship money to a male and female athlete from each of the public high schools in Monroe County. 
Each year an awards banquet is held to induct new members at the Monroe County Convention Center. Attendance 
has grown to over 300 and sells out every year.
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out�eld was swift left�elder Rick Gibbs, who had 20 steals and a 
team-high 31 runs. Joining Kemp (a team-high 22 RBI), Smith (four 
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“At the beginning of the season, I wanted to accomplish three things with the team. If 
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lot of fun. Now, that might sound a little corny, but I told our kids that we weren’t going 
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By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

DAN GROSSMAN
GREATNESS A GROSSMAN FAMILY TRADITION

Dr. Dan Grossman was a darned good football player, in high school and 
college. His Dad was both of those and an NFL player. Dan’s son was all 
of those-plus: college All-American, SEC Player of the Year, Heisman 
runner-up, rst-round NFL draft choice, starting quarterback in the 
Super Bowl.

We’re talking of Rex Daniel Grossman, Rex Daniel Jr., and Rex Daniel 
III.

�e Rex who started it all was All-State in the 1940s at Huntington High 
before playing quarterback and kicking for Bo McMillin at IU. From 
there he went on to play for the Baltimore Colts, primarily as a kicker but 
also some at linebacker before retiring to start a construction business in 
Bloomington. Dan never saw his Dad play -- even on lm – but there are 
pictures, and memories, and legends. For example: the last points, the 
winning margin, in the last IU game he played, a 16-14 victory over 
Purdue in 1947, came on Rex Grossman’s eld goal. 

“I was very proud of my father,” Dr. Dan says, “very proud to grow up 
with his name. And I was very proud to pass it along to my son. And I was 
even prouder when he turned out to be a much more successful NFL 
player than my father.”

About that name-passing:  “My Dad died June 13, 1980; Rex was born 
August 23rd. So, two months after my Dad died, here was a new baby boy. 
What are you going to call him … Ralph?” Dr. Dan is very, very happy 
with his own lot in life, too, including his own excellence in athletics that 

is the key to his inclusion in this sixth Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
induction class.

He played everything in high school, including winning the IHSAA’s 
mental attitude award for helping Bloomington to a state runner-up nish 
in baseball in 1969. But football was his passion. He was All-State quarter-
back – passed for 19 touchdowns and ran for 21 on the 10-0 team that 
launched the record BHS/South 60-game winning streak. �en he played 
three years at IU, the last a rarity – while a rst-year student in IU’s School 
of Medicine. 

Football ended there, in favor of a career that has made him one of the most 
successful and renowned eye surgeons of his time. Successful, renowned, 
and happy-grateful. “In this building,” he said in the Eye Center that is his 
playing eld, “every time I go by an employee and they say ‘How you doing?’ 
I always say, ‘Best day ever!’ And I mean it. I’m all in on that. Attitude is the 
reason some people ¤ourish and some don’t.”

He credits football for that philosophy. One day in particular, when there 
wasn’t a football or a goalpost in sight.

It was the spring of his junior year at Bloomington High. He had been a 
running back/linebacker on an 8-1-1 team the fall before. “We were very 
talented – o§ense, defense, kickers,” he says. “We won, but it just wasn’t fun, 
wasn’t a good environment. �e attitude got kind of … intense.

“Coach (Fred) Hu§ gured it out. He called me into his oªce in the 
spring of 1968, sat me down, and he really got emotional. He said, ‘I 
hated last season. It just didn’t work the way it should have. But here’s 
the deal. You are the quarterback, you are the leader, this is your team. 
I’m going to call the plays, but the attitude is on your back.’

“From that day forward, I put out the most positive vibes I could. I didn’t 
tell people about that conversation. I said, ‘Coach did tell me I’m the 
captain next year.’ We had workouts on our own – we started in April. 
(Hu§ ’s assistant) Al Gallo and I got together and we started working on 
the sprint option, all kinds of stu§. And the attitude of the team the 
following year was black and white – completely di§erent.

“I sure wasn’t the sole entity. �at attitude not only permeated the 
football team, it permeated the basketball team, track … the swimming 
team and wrestling team won state championships, baseball we went to 
the nal game – everything! �e whole high school got into this thing, 
‘We can win. We’re the best. Here we go, Panthers, here we go (clap, 
clap).’ Bam! It took o§.

“Everybody bought into it. Not only athletics, academics – the National 
Honor Society had more students. It was an incredible wave of – 
whoom! And it lasted for several years.”

And for Dr. Dan Grossman: “Truthfully, I think that day in Fred Hu§ ’s 
oªce was a game-changer for me for the rest of my life. I think I’m 
sitting where I am because of that day.”

He’s sitting on top of his world, a world in which family is everything. 
For him and wife Maureen, “Our daughters came along, and they were 
very good swimmers. Amy was best in the water. Ashley was a good 
all-round athlete. And they were also very good on horses. �ey were fun 
to watch coming up.”

Little brother Rex didn’t always do a lot of watching. “At their swim 
meets or a horse show, Rex would always have a ball along – sometimes a 
roundball, sometimes a football, but he’d get bored and he’d always have 
a ball. �en as he started playing Junior Football, it was pretty obvious he 
was pretty good.

“He was a running back through seventh grade. By eighth grade, his 
mother insisted, ‘It’s time to play quarterback. You’re not going to be a 
running back in high school or college.’ And I said, ‘You’re right.’ ”

Nobody had more fun, more thrills, in young Rex’s football evolution 
than his Dad – through “Mr. Football” days on leading a 15-0 state 
champion as a senior at South to recognition as the best quarterback in 
college football at Florida, to a long NFL career highlighted by the 2006 
National Conference championship that put him in Super Bowl XLI 
opposite Peyton Manning and the Colts. Rex beat his Dad into the 
Monroe County Hall; he was one of the youngest ever when he was 
inducted in 2012.

But for proud Dad, his highlight memories of Rex III’s career start with 
the day the two of them were riding home his junior year after his team 

lost in the state championship game. “Very little was said until we got to about the Monroe County line, and he said, ‘Dad, don’t 
worry. Next year, we’re going to win it all.’

“Out of that conversation came their 1998 theme: ‘Unnished business.’ 
‘We had a great year. �is year, we will nish it.’

 “Once again, another example of how attitude plays such a role in all this. It is so imperative. You have to be inspired when you walk 
onto that court, onto that eld. You have to feel the adrenaline. You have to feel it, and play it. 

“And, you have to appreciate every single thing. Gratitude is important, too.

“It’s a privilege just to be here on earth, standing up vertically and having fun. It’s an honor and a privilege every day. I’ve had an 
interesting life, growing up here in Bloomington. I’ve had a good run – at knowing people. When you start putting on the rewind 
button – wow!

“And this (Hall of Fame induction) is a very big honor. I was thrilled when Rex got in. 

“I just think this is a really neat thing.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

For 27 years, Dick Sparks �ew the friendly skies as a corporate pilot, 
separating himself from the common man, you could say.

“I enjoyed separating myself from Mother Earth anytime I could,” he 
says.

Looking back, Sparks has separated himself from ordinary men for 
most of his 74 years on Mother Earth, especially on the basketball 
court and baseball diamond.

He came as close as any Monroe County lad ever did to making the 
big leagues, rising to Triple-A level in the minor leagues in the San 
Francisco Giants organization.

On the basketball court, he was a key member of Keith Rhodes’s 
Bloomington High squad that made it to the 1960 state �nals -- at a 
time when there were no classes separating the 690 high schools in 
the state. 

Pitching three years for Marvin Groh, Sparks never lost a game in 21 
high school decisions.

DICK SPARKS

He went on to play both baseball and basketball at Indiana University, 
distinguishing himself in both sports.

In his sophomore year at IU, Sparks started 10 games for the great Branch 
McCracken and still holds the single-game record for rebounds against 
Michigan State (19). In baseball that season, he won six games and caught 
the eye of the White Sox and Reds. �e White Sox o�ered him what 
amounted to $30,000 in salary and bene�ts, and he accepted.

“I went out and bought me a 1963 Ford �underbird and put the rest in 
the bank,” he says. “Back then, there was no draft. It was an open market, 
and you were a commodity. Whoever was courting you, that’s who you 
went with.”

He ultimately wound up in the Giants organization and ascended to the 
Giants Triple-A squad in Phoenix. �at put him in spring training with 
the likes of Orlando Cepeda, Bobby Bonds and a future Hall of Famer, 
Willie Mays.

“Willie was great,” Sparks says. “He was a private person, but a good 
person. We goofed around a lot playing ‘pepper’ in the out�eld and stu� 
like that. He wasn’t outspoken like some of the other players, but there was 
no question about his athleticism.”

In 1967, Sparks was on the verge of making “�e Show,” as he puts it, 
but arm trouble scuttled his career.

“I was 5-0 when we came to Indianapolis (to play the Triple-A Indians),” 
he says. “Marvin Groh had the whole (Bloomington High) baseball 
team there at Bush Field. I had a good game, lost 3-2, and sort of went 
downhill from there. A strain on my elbow took its toll, and the Giants 
released me in ’68.”

If you think Sparks plays the “what-if ” game, think again.

“I achieved professional status,” he says. “It’s the ultimate level, even if 
it’s just the minor leagues.”

Even though Sparks left IU after his sophomore year, he still got his 
degree – and then some. As a part of his contract with the White Sox, 
Sparks received $1,000 toward each semester of college he attended. He 
not only got his bachelor’s degree, but also his master’s. He used that 
education to get a pilot’s license and �y for the Kroger Company for over 
a quarter of a century. He retired in 2011.

He credits the coaches he had a Bloomington High for his athletic 
success, even the ones he didn’t play for such as football coach Fred Hu� 

and wrestling coach Cli�ord “Two-Bit” Myers.

“With Marvin, Fred, Two-Bit and Coach Rhodes you learned to be 
fundamentally sound,” Sparks says. “�ey were all on the same page. 
And they wanted you to be a gentleman, to be a responsible individual 
in every way a human being should be.”

Sparks now joins his brother Dan, a 2013 inductee into the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame for his great career as a basketball player 
and coach.

“My brother deserved to go in before I did,” Dick says. “He was just a 
rail of a kid who went on to kick butt. I am just extremely honored to be 
considered. It’s a tremendous feeling to be a part of that. It was the 
farthest thing from my mind. I always felt like I was just an average 
bloke.”

Hardly average at all.

Photos courtesy of IU Archives



Dr. Dan Grossman was a darned good football player, in high school and 
college. His Dad was both of those and an NFL player. Dan’s son was all 
of those-plus: college All-American, SEC Player of the Year, Heisman 
runner-up, rst-round NFL draft choice, starting quarterback in the 
Super Bowl.

We’re talking of Rex Daniel Grossman, Rex Daniel Jr., and Rex Daniel 
III.

�e Rex who started it all was All-State in the 1940s at Huntington High 
before playing quarterback and kicking for Bo McMillin at IU. From 
there he went on to play for the Baltimore Colts, primarily as a kicker but 
also some at linebacker before retiring to start a construction business in 
Bloomington. Dan never saw his Dad play -- even on lm – but there are 
pictures, and memories, and legends. For example: the last points, the 
winning margin, in the last IU game he played, a 16-14 victory over 
Purdue in 1947, came on Rex Grossman’s eld goal. 

“I was very proud of my father,” Dr. Dan says, “very proud to grow up 
with his name. And I was very proud to pass it along to my son. And I was 
even prouder when he turned out to be a much more successful NFL 
player than my father.”

About that name-passing:  “My Dad died June 13, 1980; Rex was born 
August 23rd. So, two months after my Dad died, here was a new baby boy. 
What are you going to call him … Ralph?” Dr. Dan is very, very happy 
with his own lot in life, too, including his own excellence in athletics that 

DAN GROSSMAN

is the key to his inclusion in this sixth Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
induction class.

He played everything in high school, including winning the IHSAA’s 
mental attitude award for helping Bloomington to a state runner-up nish 
in baseball in 1969. But football was his passion. He was All-State quarter-
back – passed for 19 touchdowns and ran for 21 on the 10-0 team that 
launched the record BHS/South 60-game winning streak. �en he played 
three years at IU, the last a rarity – while a rst-year student in IU’s School 
of Medicine. 

Football ended there, in favor of a career that has made him one of the most 
successful and renowned eye surgeons of his time. Successful, renowned, 
and happy-grateful. “In this building,” he said in the Eye Center that is his 
playing eld, “every time I go by an employee and they say ‘How you doing?’ 
I always say, ‘Best day ever!’ And I mean it. I’m all in on that. Attitude is the 
reason some people ¤ourish and some don’t.”

He credits football for that philosophy. One day in particular, when there 
wasn’t a football or a goalpost in sight.

It was the spring of his junior year at Bloomington High. He had been a 
running back/linebacker on an 8-1-1 team the fall before. “We were very 
talented – o§ense, defense, kickers,” he says. “We won, but it just wasn’t fun, 
wasn’t a good environment. �e attitude got kind of … intense.

“Coach (Fred) Hu§ gured it out. He called me into his oªce in the 
spring of 1968, sat me down, and he really got emotional. He said, ‘I 
hated last season. It just didn’t work the way it should have. But here’s 
the deal. You are the quarterback, you are the leader, this is your team. 
I’m going to call the plays, but the attitude is on your back.’

“From that day forward, I put out the most positive vibes I could. I didn’t 
tell people about that conversation. I said, ‘Coach did tell me I’m the 
captain next year.’ We had workouts on our own – we started in April. 
(Hu§ ’s assistant) Al Gallo and I got together and we started working on 
the sprint option, all kinds of stu§. And the attitude of the team the 
following year was black and white – completely di§erent.

“I sure wasn’t the sole entity. �at attitude not only permeated the 
football team, it permeated the basketball team, track … the swimming 
team and wrestling team won state championships, baseball we went to 
the nal game – everything! �e whole high school got into this thing, 
‘We can win. We’re the best. Here we go, Panthers, here we go (clap, 
clap).’ Bam! It took o§.

“Everybody bought into it. Not only athletics, academics – the National 
Honor Society had more students. It was an incredible wave of – 
whoom! And it lasted for several years.”

And for Dr. Dan Grossman: “Truthfully, I think that day in Fred Hu§ ’s 
oªce was a game-changer for me for the rest of my life. I think I’m 
sitting where I am because of that day.”

He’s sitting on top of his world, a world in which family is everything. 
For him and wife Maureen, “Our daughters came along, and they were 
very good swimmers. Amy was best in the water. Ashley was a good 
all-round athlete. And they were also very good on horses. �ey were fun 
to watch coming up.”

Little brother Rex didn’t always do a lot of watching. “At their swim 
meets or a horse show, Rex would always have a ball along – sometimes a 
roundball, sometimes a football, but he’d get bored and he’d always have 
a ball. �en as he started playing Junior Football, it was pretty obvious he 
was pretty good.

“He was a running back through seventh grade. By eighth grade, his 
mother insisted, ‘It’s time to play quarterback. You’re not going to be a 
running back in high school or college.’ And I said, ‘You’re right.’ ”

Nobody had more fun, more thrills, in young Rex’s football evolution 
than his Dad – through “Mr. Football” days on leading a 15-0 state 
champion as a senior at South to recognition as the best quarterback in 
college football at Florida, to a long NFL career highlighted by the 2006 
National Conference championship that put him in Super Bowl XLI 
opposite Peyton Manning and the Colts. Rex beat his Dad into the 
Monroe County Hall; he was one of the youngest ever when he was 
inducted in 2012.

But for proud Dad, his highlight memories of Rex III’s career start with 
the day the two of them were riding home his junior year after his team 

lost in the state championship game. “Very little was said until we got to about the Monroe County line, and he said, ‘Dad, don’t 
worry. Next year, we’re going to win it all.’

“Out of that conversation came their 1998 theme: ‘Unnished business.’ 
‘We had a great year. �is year, we will nish it.’

 “Once again, another example of how attitude plays such a role in all this. It is so imperative. You have to be inspired when you walk 
onto that court, onto that eld. You have to feel the adrenaline. You have to feel it, and play it. 

“And, you have to appreciate every single thing. Gratitude is important, too.

“It’s a privilege just to be here on earth, standing up vertically and having fun. It’s an honor and a privilege every day. I’ve had an 
interesting life, growing up here in Bloomington. I’ve had a good run – at knowing people. When you start putting on the rewind 
button – wow!

“And this (Hall of Fame induction) is a very big honor. I was thrilled when Rex got in. 

“I just think this is a really neat thing.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

DICK SPARKS
SPARKS SOARED WITH THE BEST

For 27 years, Dick Sparks �ew the friendly skies as a corporate pilot, 
separating himself from the common man, you could say.

“I enjoyed separating myself from Mother Earth anytime I could,” he 
says.

Looking back, Sparks has separated himself from ordinary men for 
most of his 74 years on Mother Earth, especially on the basketball 
court and baseball diamond.

He came as close as any Monroe County lad ever did to making the 
big leagues, rising to Triple-A level in the minor leagues in the San 
Francisco Giants organization.

On the basketball court, he was a key member of Keith Rhodes’s 
Bloomington High squad that made it to the 1960 state �nals -- at a 
time when there were no classes separating the 690 high schools in 
the state. 

Pitching three years for Marvin Groh, Sparks never lost a game in 21 
high school decisions.

He went on to play both baseball and basketball at Indiana University, 
distinguishing himself in both sports.

In his sophomore year at IU, Sparks started 10 games for the great Branch 
McCracken and still holds the single-game record for rebounds against 
Michigan State (19). In baseball that season, he won six games and caught 
the eye of the White Sox and Reds. �e White Sox o�ered him what 
amounted to $30,000 in salary and bene�ts, and he accepted.

“I went out and bought me a 1963 Ford �underbird and put the rest in 
the bank,” he says. “Back then, there was no draft. It was an open market, 
and you were a commodity. Whoever was courting you, that’s who you 
went with.”

He ultimately wound up in the Giants organization and ascended to the 
Giants Triple-A squad in Phoenix. �at put him in spring training with 
the likes of Orlando Cepeda, Bobby Bonds and a future Hall of Famer, 
Willie Mays.

“Willie was great,” Sparks says. “He was a private person, but a good 
person. We goofed around a lot playing ‘pepper’ in the out�eld and stu� 
like that. He wasn’t outspoken like some of the other players, but there was 
no question about his athleticism.”

In 1967, Sparks was on the verge of making “�e Show,” as he puts it, 
but arm trouble scuttled his career.

“I was 5-0 when we came to Indianapolis (to play the Triple-A Indians),” 
he says. “Marvin Groh had the whole (Bloomington High) baseball 
team there at Bush Field. I had a good game, lost 3-2, and sort of went 
downhill from there. A strain on my elbow took its toll, and the Giants 
released me in ’68.”

If you think Sparks plays the “what-if ” game, think again.

“I achieved professional status,” he says. “It’s the ultimate level, even if 
it’s just the minor leagues.”

Even though Sparks left IU after his sophomore year, he still got his 
degree – and then some. As a part of his contract with the White Sox, 
Sparks received $1,000 toward each semester of college he attended. He 
not only got his bachelor’s degree, but also his master’s. He used that 
education to get a pilot’s license and �y for the Kroger Company for over 
a quarter of a century. He retired in 2011.

He credits the coaches he had a Bloomington High for his athletic 
success, even the ones he didn’t play for such as football coach Fred Hu� 

and wrestling coach Cli�ord “Two-Bit” Myers.

“With Marvin, Fred, Two-Bit and Coach Rhodes you learned to be 
fundamentally sound,” Sparks says. “�ey were all on the same page. 
And they wanted you to be a gentleman, to be a responsible individual 
in every way a human being should be.”

Sparks now joins his brother Dan, a 2013 inductee into the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame for his great career as a basketball player 
and coach.

“My brother deserved to go in before I did,” Dick says. “He was just a 
rail of a kid who went on to kick butt. I am just extremely honored to be 
considered. It’s a tremendous feeling to be a part of that. It was the 
farthest thing from my mind. I always felt like I was just an average 
bloke.”

Hardly average at all.
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Dr. Dan Grossman was a darned good football player, in high school and 
college. His Dad was both of those and an NFL player. Dan’s son was all 
of those-plus: college All-American, SEC Player of the Year, Heisman 
runner-up, rst-round NFL draft choice, starting quarterback in the 
Super Bowl.

We’re talking of Rex Daniel Grossman, Rex Daniel Jr., and Rex Daniel 
III.

�e Rex who started it all was All-State in the 1940s at Huntington High 
before playing quarterback and kicking for Bo McMillin at IU. From 
there he went on to play for the Baltimore Colts, primarily as a kicker but 
also some at linebacker before retiring to start a construction business in 
Bloomington. Dan never saw his Dad play -- even on lm – but there are 
pictures, and memories, and legends. For example: the last points, the 
winning margin, in the last IU game he played, a 16-14 victory over 
Purdue in 1947, came on Rex Grossman’s eld goal. 

“I was very proud of my father,” Dr. Dan says, “very proud to grow up 
with his name. And I was very proud to pass it along to my son. And I was 
even prouder when he turned out to be a much more successful NFL 
player than my father.”

About that name-passing:  “My Dad died June 13, 1980; Rex was born 
August 23rd. So, two months after my Dad died, here was a new baby boy. 
What are you going to call him … Ralph?” Dr. Dan is very, very happy 
with his own lot in life, too, including his own excellence in athletics that 

is the key to his inclusion in this sixth Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
induction class.

He played everything in high school, including winning the IHSAA’s 
mental attitude award for helping Bloomington to a state runner-up nish 
in baseball in 1969. But football was his passion. He was All-State quarter-
back – passed for 19 touchdowns and ran for 21 on the 10-0 team that 
launched the record BHS/South 60-game winning streak. �en he played 
three years at IU, the last a rarity – while a rst-year student in IU’s School 
of Medicine. 

Football ended there, in favor of a career that has made him one of the most 
successful and renowned eye surgeons of his time. Successful, renowned, 
and happy-grateful. “In this building,” he said in the Eye Center that is his 
playing eld, “every time I go by an employee and they say ‘How you doing?’ 
I always say, ‘Best day ever!’ And I mean it. I’m all in on that. Attitude is the 
reason some people ¤ourish and some don’t.”

He credits football for that philosophy. One day in particular, when there 
wasn’t a football or a goalpost in sight.

It was the spring of his junior year at Bloomington High. He had been a 
running back/linebacker on an 8-1-1 team the fall before. “We were very 
talented – o§ense, defense, kickers,” he says. “We won, but it just wasn’t fun, 
wasn’t a good environment. �e attitude got kind of … intense.

“Coach (Fred) Hu§ gured it out. He called me into his oªce in the 
spring of 1968, sat me down, and he really got emotional. He said, ‘I 
hated last season. It just didn’t work the way it should have. But here’s 
the deal. You are the quarterback, you are the leader, this is your team. 
I’m going to call the plays, but the attitude is on your back.’

“From that day forward, I put out the most positive vibes I could. I didn’t 
tell people about that conversation. I said, ‘Coach did tell me I’m the 
captain next year.’ We had workouts on our own – we started in April. 
(Hu§ ’s assistant) Al Gallo and I got together and we started working on 
the sprint option, all kinds of stu§. And the attitude of the team the 
following year was black and white – completely di§erent.

“I sure wasn’t the sole entity. �at attitude not only permeated the 
football team, it permeated the basketball team, track … the swimming 
team and wrestling team won state championships, baseball we went to 
the nal game – everything! �e whole high school got into this thing, 
‘We can win. We’re the best. Here we go, Panthers, here we go (clap, 
clap).’ Bam! It took o§.

“Everybody bought into it. Not only athletics, academics – the National 
Honor Society had more students. It was an incredible wave of – 
whoom! And it lasted for several years.”

And for Dr. Dan Grossman: “Truthfully, I think that day in Fred Hu§ ’s 
oªce was a game-changer for me for the rest of my life. I think I’m 
sitting where I am because of that day.”

He’s sitting on top of his world, a world in which family is everything. 
For him and wife Maureen, “Our daughters came along, and they were 
very good swimmers. Amy was best in the water. Ashley was a good 
all-round athlete. And they were also very good on horses. �ey were fun 
to watch coming up.”

Little brother Rex didn’t always do a lot of watching. “At their swim 
meets or a horse show, Rex would always have a ball along – sometimes a 
roundball, sometimes a football, but he’d get bored and he’d always have 
a ball. �en as he started playing Junior Football, it was pretty obvious he 
was pretty good.

“He was a running back through seventh grade. By eighth grade, his 
mother insisted, ‘It’s time to play quarterback. You’re not going to be a 
running back in high school or college.’ And I said, ‘You’re right.’ ”

Nobody had more fun, more thrills, in young Rex’s football evolution 
than his Dad – through “Mr. Football” days on leading a 15-0 state 
champion as a senior at South to recognition as the best quarterback in 
college football at Florida, to a long NFL career highlighted by the 2006 
National Conference championship that put him in Super Bowl XLI 
opposite Peyton Manning and the Colts. Rex beat his Dad into the 
Monroe County Hall; he was one of the youngest ever when he was 
inducted in 2012.

But for proud Dad, his highlight memories of Rex III’s career start with 
the day the two of them were riding home his junior year after his team 

DAN GROSSMAN

lost in the state championship game. “Very little was said until we got to about the Monroe County line, and he said, ‘Dad, don’t 
worry. Next year, we’re going to win it all.’

“Out of that conversation came their 1998 theme: ‘Unnished business.’ 
‘We had a great year. �is year, we will nish it.’

 “Once again, another example of how attitude plays such a role in all this. It is so imperative. You have to be inspired when you walk 
onto that court, onto that eld. You have to feel the adrenaline. You have to feel it, and play it. 

“And, you have to appreciate every single thing. Gratitude is important, too.

“It’s a privilege just to be here on earth, standing up vertically and having fun. It’s an honor and a privilege every day. I’ve had an 
interesting life, growing up here in Bloomington. I’ve had a good run – at knowing people. When you start putting on the rewind 
button – wow!

“And this (Hall of Fame induction) is a very big honor. I was thrilled when Rex got in. 

“I just think this is a really neat thing.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

ANGELO PIZZO

�e life of Angelo Pizzo is … like a movie script. Surprise.

Local kid grows up in an atmosphere he loves, much of it IU football or basketball-related. 
He dreams a dream, lives it, it takes him to Hollywood, and he comes back, bringing the 
dream and Hollywood with him.

A really good movie needs con�ict. “Hoosiers” isn’t really the Milan story because the real 
Milan story had no con�ict. So there’s some con�ict in the Angelo Pizzo story, sure. What 
commonly comes in the process of making one of his screen plays into a movie is pale 
beside the mental con�ict of putting together a magni�cent work. You, the writer, can see 
the �lm, see the ideal stars in place, feel the audience reacting all the right ways in all the 
right places and actually selling it to a would-be producer, who then �nds no one to put up 
the money to make it happen.

In a Bloom magazine interview years ago, another great writing talent who emerged from 
Bloomington, Michael Koryta, was the questioner who asked Angelo: “Is it fair to say that 
80 percent of screenplays that are sold are never made?” �e Pizzo response: “Try 99 
percent.”

Mickey Mantle, the Harlem Globetrotters, a penalized but innocence-proclaiming basketball 
“�xer,” a Navajo war hero, an integration-over-segregation triumph with basketball at the 
center, those are among – actually a tiny representation of – the Pizzo treasures that haven’t 
found a camera yet.  Ask Angelo’s innards. �at’s con�ict.

And then there’s “Hoosiers.”

What Angelo and college-through-lifetime friend David Anspaugh did to interpret classic 
Indiana high school basketball for the unenlightened is now more than 30 years old and still 
stands where it has from its start: always a top-echelon contender for greatest sports movie ever 
made.

With the arrival of class basketball in Indiana in 1997, “Hoosiers” became something more: the 
last living reminder of how things used to be, when one team and one team only – in this case 
tiny Hickory – was the high school basketball champion of all Indiana. And Indiana knew it. 
And cared.

Angelo came out of University High School without an athletic letter but a passion 
for athletics, particularly the cream-and-crimson kind he had grown up following at 
hometown Indiana University. �rough undergraduate work at IU and graduate 
studies in his chosen �eld at Southern Cal, through breaking-in years and 
prove-yourself experiences and �nally triumphal times, that IU passion never 
changed.

He told yet another great Bloomington-raised writer, Jon Wertheim, for Sports 
Illustrated of the internal con�ict that passion caused him in March 1987.

“We (Hoosiers, which came out in 1986) were nominated for two Academy Awards 
… But that year the Academy Awards were on the same night as the NCAA 
basketball championship game. And who was in it? Indiana. How could I not watch 
my team play for the title?” An experiment at Oscar rehearsals the night before 
showed him he couldn’t smuggle in a tiny Sony Watchman and do both. “So I called 
David (Anspaugh): ‘I can’t go to the Academy Awards. I can’t miss the game.’”

And David, with the same passions, couldn’t either.

“We gave away our tickets to the Oscars and stayed home, �ipping over to the broadcast only when our categories came up. We didn’t 
win either award. But Indiana beat Syracuse to win the national title. �e next day the Bloomington newspaper – I have this framed – 
had this headline: IU WINS NCAA CROWN. ‘HOOSIERS’ CREATORS WATCH IU, NOT OSCARS.”

“Rudy,” another iconic sports movie, followed for Pizzo and Anspaugh. Just last fall, the newest Pizzo �lm, “My All-American,” 
came out, this time self-directed. �e touch, the tug at the heartstrings while telling an essentially true sports tale, hasn’t changed.

A few years ago, Angelo gave up staying in long-range contact with IU athletics and moved with his family back to Bloomington, 
without a slowdown in his own production pace. He built into his production contract for �lming “My All-American” that he could 
leave Texas and be back in Bloomington on home football Saturdays, and for can’t-miss basketball times. He considered it “just a 
matter of time” before pal David Anspaugh, a native of Decatur but just as much an IU zealot, would make the same return. 
Anspaugh did it more than a year ago, taking a teaching role at IU and continuing his own movie life.

With this sixth Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame banquet, Angelo is inducted as a Contributor. It’s a category that allows for 
broad inclusion, all of which – in the best of years and selections – works down to a county-wide shared feeling of: “Aren’t we proud, 
and lucky, to be the home of … !”

�e blank was �lled in this year with the name Angelo Pizzo, and the overwhelming answer is yes!

Photos courtesy of IU Archives



By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

BILL MALLORY
BILL MALLORY NOT YOUR AVERAGE HUMANITARIAN

Bill Mallory is being inducted into the Monroe County Sports Hall 
of Fame as a Humanitarian, but he’s really a wild card.

Entrance into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame can come as 
an athlete, a coach, a contributor or a humanitarian. �ose and 
untold other categories – including Most Rousing Motivational 
Speaker Not On �e Evangelical Revival Circuit – t Bill Mallory, 
who distinguishes any list he’s on or any room he’s in.

He’s probably at his very best in a football lockerroom.
Legendary in coaching – and among “Mal Men,” the voluntary group 
of Bill Mallory supporters who played for him at Indiana or at 
Miami, Colorado or Northern Illinois before that – is the time when 
he was learning the trade as a graduate assistant under Doyt Perry at 
Bowling Green.

Before one of the year’s most crucial games, Perry turned the 
pre-game re-up lockerroom talking role over to young Mallory, who 
started ery and went from there to such enthusiastic excitement that 
he hyperventilated right in front of everyone, nally collapsing 
face-down, unconscious. He had the team so revved up they bolted 
out the door onto the eld, ready to hit. 

And Bill Mallory stayed on the �oor.

�e coaching sta� was stunned. Mallory wasn’t all the way out: he heard 
the murmurs.

“What do you think?”

“I think he’s dead.”

“We’ve got to get out there – it’s kicko� time.”

And they left. A doctor stayed around, got Mallory’s head clear, he report-
ed to the sidelines a few plays late, and Bowling Green won. A legend was 
born.
Many, many years later, Bill Mallory was in front of the Sunday morning 
congregation at First Methodist Church in Bloomington, to give a brief 
personal message opening the service. His opening line was: “�e last thing 
my wife told me before I left home was, ‘Don’t forget; you’re not in a 
lockerroom.’ ”
�at is our Humanitarian.

It’s a disgrace to the College Football Hall of Fame that the winningest 
coach in Indiana University history isn’t in it. He would be had he delivered 
the leadership at almost any other big-time school where winning in 
football is more common.

Hall of Fame selectors start with a winning career average of .700 as a 
working minimum. At Alabama, Ohio State, Michigan, that would get a 
guy red. At Indiana, Mallory took over a program that got his IU tenure 

o� to an 0-11 start. He batted over .500 after that (69-66-3), the best 
�oor anyone has built under IU football for so long a period in the last 
70 years. It was a feat so respected by his Big Ten peers that he was the 
rst coach in league history to be named Coach of the Year two years in 
a row. �e rst time, it was for going 6-6.

In 130-plus years of football, IU has played in 10 bowl games; 6 of them 
coming in Mallory’s 13 seasons. His 1987 team did something no other 
IU team ever has done: beat Ohio State and Michigan in the same 
season. �e Ohio State win, 31-10 at Columbus, ended a 36-year 
winless stretch for the Hoosiers against the Buckeyes, dating to the day 
in 1951 when Sandusky, Ohio, high school junior Bill Mallory sat in the 
stands and watched IU give Woody Hayes his rst Buckeye coaching 
loss, 32-10. 

In between those games, Mallory was recruited by Ara Parseghian at 
Miami, was John Pont’s rst captain there, and later coached under 

Hayes at Ohio State – including the Buckeyes’ national-championship season in 
1968. National-championship coaching sta�s become hot names. Mallory coached 
ve years at Miami (went 39-12, a .765 average that topped .737 for Hayes and .692 
for Bo Schembechler there).

Next was Colorado, where his team won a Big Eight title, played in the Orange 
Bowl, and went 35-21-1 in ve seasons, not good enough at a place that went 
13-41-1 in the next ve seasons. In two years at Northern Illinois, his teams went 
25-19, won a conference championship and a bowl game, earning an invitation 
from Indiana University.

But all those reasons for why 
Bill Mallory ought to be in 
another Hall of Fame are not 
why he is entering this one. 
Since his career ended, Bill has 
redirected his contributions to 
the Bloomington and Monroe 
County community. Let us 
count some of the ways: was a 
fund-raiser/speaker here for 
the Boys and Girls
Club, Children’s Organ 
Transplant Association, Jill’s 
House and Salvation Army – 
and “Kissed the Pig” to 

stimulate more contributions at the Monroe County Fair. For ve years, he ran a 
football camp for youth and middle-school coaches. He did volunteer things for the 
Bloomington City Recreation Dept., on Bloomington Hospital Health and Wellness 
Committee, Phi Kappa Tau and his church. Wife Ellie was just as active, there with 
him in all but maybe the  pig-kissing.

Athlete. Coach. Contributor. Humanitarian.

�at’s a good start for describing Bill Mallory.

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

�e life of Angelo Pizzo is … like a movie script. Surprise.

Local kid grows up in an atmosphere he loves, much of it IU football or basketball-related. 
He dreams a dream, lives it, it takes him to Hollywood, and he comes back, bringing the 
dream and Hollywood with him.

A really good movie needs con�ict. “Hoosiers” isn’t really the Milan story because the real 
Milan story had no con�ict. So there’s some con�ict in the Angelo Pizzo story, sure. What 
commonly comes in the process of making one of his screen plays into a movie is pale 
beside the mental con�ict of putting together a magni�cent work. You, the writer, can see 
the �lm, see the ideal stars in place, feel the audience reacting all the right ways in all the 
right places and actually selling it to a would-be producer, who then �nds no one to put up 
the money to make it happen.

In a Bloom magazine interview years ago, another great writing talent who emerged from 
Bloomington, Michael Koryta, was the questioner who asked Angelo: “Is it fair to say that 
80 percent of screenplays that are sold are never made?” �e Pizzo response: “Try 99 
percent.”

By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

ANGELO PIZZO
PIZZO’S WORKS ARE LASTING CONTRIBUTIONS

Mickey Mantle, the Harlem Globetrotters, a penalized but innocence-proclaiming basketball 
“�xer,” a Navajo war hero, an integration-over-segregation triumph with basketball at the 
center, those are among – actually a tiny representation of – the Pizzo treasures that haven’t 
found a camera yet.  Ask Angelo’s innards. �at’s con�ict.

And then there’s “Hoosiers.”

What Angelo and college-through-lifetime friend David Anspaugh did to interpret classic 
Indiana high school basketball for the unenlightened is now more than 30 years old and still 
stands where it has from its start: always a top-echelon contender for greatest sports movie ever 
made.

With the arrival of class basketball in Indiana in 1997, “Hoosiers” became something more: the 
last living reminder of how things used to be, when one team and one team only – in this case 
tiny Hickory – was the high school basketball champion of all Indiana. And Indiana knew it. 
And cared.

Angelo came out of University High School without an athletic letter but a passion 
for athletics, particularly the cream-and-crimson kind he had grown up following at 
hometown Indiana University. �rough undergraduate work at IU and graduate 
studies in his chosen �eld at Southern Cal, through breaking-in years and 
prove-yourself experiences and �nally triumphal times, that IU passion never 
changed.

He told yet another great Bloomington-raised writer, Jon Wertheim, for Sports 
Illustrated of the internal con�ict that passion caused him in March 1987.

“We (Hoosiers, which came out in 1986) were nominated for two Academy Awards 
… But that year the Academy Awards were on the same night as the NCAA 
basketball championship game. And who was in it? Indiana. How could I not watch 
my team play for the title?” An experiment at Oscar rehearsals the night before 
showed him he couldn’t smuggle in a tiny Sony Watchman and do both. “So I called 
David (Anspaugh): ‘I can’t go to the Academy Awards. I can’t miss the game.’”

And David, with the same passions, couldn’t either.

“We gave away our tickets to the Oscars and stayed home, �ipping over to the broadcast only when our categories came up. We didn’t 
win either award. But Indiana beat Syracuse to win the national title. �e next day the Bloomington newspaper – I have this framed – 
had this headline: IU WINS NCAA CROWN. ‘HOOSIERS’ CREATORS WATCH IU, NOT OSCARS.”

“Rudy,” another iconic sports movie, followed for Pizzo and Anspaugh. Just last fall, the newest Pizzo �lm, “My All-American,” 
came out, this time self-directed. �e touch, the tug at the heartstrings while telling an essentially true sports tale, hasn’t changed.

A few years ago, Angelo gave up staying in long-range contact with IU athletics and moved with his family back to Bloomington, 
without a slowdown in his own production pace. He built into his production contract for �lming “My All-American” that he could 
leave Texas and be back in Bloomington on home football Saturdays, and for can’t-miss basketball times. He considered it “just a 
matter of time” before pal David Anspaugh, a native of Decatur but just as much an IU zealot, would make the same return. 
Anspaugh did it more than a year ago, taking a teaching role at IU and continuing his own movie life.

With this sixth Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame banquet, Angelo is inducted as a Contributor. It’s a category that allows for 
broad inclusion, all of which – in the best of years and selections – works down to a county-wide shared feeling of: “Aren’t we proud, 
and lucky, to be the home of … !”

�e blank was �lled in this year with the name Angelo Pizzo, and the overwhelming answer is yes!

Photos courtesy of IU Archives



BILL MALLORY

Bill Mallory is being inducted into the Monroe County Sports Hall 
of Fame as a Humanitarian, but he’s really a wild card.

Entrance into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame can come as 
an athlete, a coach, a contributor or a humanitarian. �ose and 
untold other categories – including Most Rousing Motivational 
Speaker Not On �e Evangelical Revival Circuit – t Bill Mallory, 
who distinguishes any list he’s on or any room he’s in.

He’s probably at his very best in a football lockerroom.
Legendary in coaching – and among “Mal Men,” the voluntary group 
of Bill Mallory supporters who played for him at Indiana or at 
Miami, Colorado or Northern Illinois before that – is the time when 
he was learning the trade as a graduate assistant under Doyt Perry at 
Bowling Green.

Before one of the year’s most crucial games, Perry turned the 
pre-game re-up lockerroom talking role over to young Mallory, who 
started ery and went from there to such enthusiastic excitement that 
he hyperventilated right in front of everyone, nally collapsing 
face-down, unconscious. He had the team so revved up they bolted 
out the door onto the eld, ready to hit. 

And Bill Mallory stayed on the �oor.

�e coaching sta� was stunned. Mallory wasn’t all the way out: he heard 
the murmurs.

“What do you think?”

“I think he’s dead.”

“We’ve got to get out there – it’s kicko� time.”

And they left. A doctor stayed around, got Mallory’s head clear, he report-
ed to the sidelines a few plays late, and Bowling Green won. A legend was 
born.
Many, many years later, Bill Mallory was in front of the Sunday morning 
congregation at First Methodist Church in Bloomington, to give a brief 
personal message opening the service. His opening line was: “�e last thing 
my wife told me before I left home was, ‘Don’t forget; you’re not in a 
lockerroom.’ ”
�at is our Humanitarian.

It’s a disgrace to the College Football Hall of Fame that the winningest 
coach in Indiana University history isn’t in it. He would be had he delivered 
the leadership at almost any other big-time school where winning in 
football is more common.

Hall of Fame selectors start with a winning career average of .700 as a 
working minimum. At Alabama, Ohio State, Michigan, that would get a 
guy red. At Indiana, Mallory took over a program that got his IU tenure 

o� to an 0-11 start. He batted over .500 after that (69-66-3), the best 
�oor anyone has built under IU football for so long a period in the last 
70 years. It was a feat so respected by his Big Ten peers that he was the 
rst coach in league history to be named Coach of the Year two years in 
a row. �e rst time, it was for going 6-6.

In 130-plus years of football, IU has played in 10 bowl games; 6 of them 
coming in Mallory’s 13 seasons. His 1987 team did something no other 
IU team ever has done: beat Ohio State and Michigan in the same 
season. �e Ohio State win, 31-10 at Columbus, ended a 36-year 
winless stretch for the Hoosiers against the Buckeyes, dating to the day 
in 1951 when Sandusky, Ohio, high school junior Bill Mallory sat in the 
stands and watched IU give Woody Hayes his rst Buckeye coaching 
loss, 32-10. 

In between those games, Mallory was recruited by Ara Parseghian at 
Miami, was John Pont’s rst captain there, and later coached under 

Hayes at Ohio State – including the Buckeyes’ national-championship season in 
1968. National-championship coaching sta�s become hot names. Mallory coached 
ve years at Miami (went 39-12, a .765 average that topped .737 for Hayes and .692 
for Bo Schembechler there).

Next was Colorado, where his team won a Big Eight title, played in the Orange 
Bowl, and went 35-21-1 in ve seasons, not good enough at a place that went 
13-41-1 in the next ve seasons. In two years at Northern Illinois, his teams went 
25-19, won a conference championship and a bowl game, earning an invitation 
from Indiana University.

But all those reasons for why 
Bill Mallory ought to be in 
another Hall of Fame are not 
why he is entering this one. 
Since his career ended, Bill has 
redirected his contributions to 
the Bloomington and Monroe 
County community. Let us 
count some of the ways: was a 
fund-raiser/speaker here for 
the Boys and Girls
Club, Children’s Organ 
Transplant Association, Jill’s 
House and Salvation Army – 
and “Kissed the Pig” to 

stimulate more contributions at the Monroe County Fair. For ve years, he ran a 
football camp for youth and middle-school coaches. He did volunteer things for the 
Bloomington City Recreation Dept., on Bloomington Hospital Health and Wellness 
Committee, Phi Kappa Tau and his church. Wife Ellie was just as active, there with 
him in all but maybe the  pig-kissing.

Athlete. Coach. Contributor. Humanitarian.

�at’s a good start for describing Bill Mallory. Photos courtesy of IU Archives

VERNON PFAFF

On the day Floyd Pfa� took a the steel rim o� a 5-gallon nail keg and tacked it to the side of 
his garage o� �omas Road west of Ellettsville,  Vernon Pfa� had his own private basketball 
goal.

And, boy, did it get a workout. Neither rain, nor sleet nor gloom of an Indiana winter would 
keep the son of Floyd  Pfa� from shooting baskets in his driveway. And young Pfa� didn’t stop 
there.

“I carried a basketball everywhere I went,” Vernon says. “I think I played on every basketball 
goal in Monroe County.”

No wonder by the time he was a sophomore at Ellettsville High, he was ready for varsity action. 
Five games into the 1959-60 season, coach John M. Holmes put Pfa� in the starting lineup, 
and he remained there for the next 65 games.

Along the way he led Ellettsville to the 1961 sectional title at Martinsville and the 1962 
Wabash Valley Classic title at Terre Haute. He walked away with the county scoring record and 
a scholarship to Indiana University.

Not bad for a 5-foot-10 kid from a town of 1,200. �at kid would go on to 
play for a Big Ten champion at IU, earn a medal in Vietnam and own a bank 
in Nebraska.

And tonight Pfa� receives another honor when he is inducted into the 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I just look at myself as a little kid from the west side of Ellettsville. �is is 
quite touching,” Pfa� says.

Well deserved, says Holmes, who was inducted into the Monroe County 
Sports Hall of Fame last year. Holmes would be the �rst one to tell you he 
might not be there had it not been for Vernon Pfa�.

“Vern Pfa� was the one who made me think I could coach,” Holmes says.
Pfa� was in the audience last year when Holmes was inducted, even though it 

meant driving all the way from his home in Nebraska.

“John Holmes is one of the �nest human beings I’ve ever known,” 
Pfa� says. “He was as much a father to us as a coach. I thought the 
world of him then and still do today. I still go back and visit him two 
or three times a year.”

Winning the Martinsville sectional was no small chore for a school 
of a couple hundred students, and winning the Wabash Valley 
Classic the following year was every bit as impressive.

“�ere were 87 teams in the Wabash Valley Tournament my senior 
year,” Pfa� says. “We played the �nal four at Indiana State in Terre 
Haute, and there were 5,000 people there.”

Pfa� scored a tourney-record 43 points in the semi�nal win over Linton 
and then delivered the game-winning basket with seven seconds left in 
the championship game against Attica. Pfa� remembers it as if it were 
yesterday.

“It was the same day Jimmy Rayl scored 56 points for IU (a Hoosier 
record),” he recalls. “On the front page of the next day’s Bloomington 
paper, Rayl’s picture was on my side and mine on the other.”

Pfa� ’s four-game total of 108 points is still an all-time high in the 
100-year history of the Wabash tournament, and his single-game mark 
of 43 is still good for second place.

Pfa� set two county records before he wrapped up his high school career. 
His 1,289 points moved him past fellow 2016 inductee Bobby Dobson 
on the county’s all-time scoring list, and his 27.5 average his senior year 
remains a single-season county record. 

He possessed almost unlimited range in a day when there were no 3-point lines.

“If there was a 3-point shot back then, he probably would have averaged 35 points,” Holmes 
claims.

By his senior year at Ellettsville, Pfa� had the attention of Indiana University. Assistant 
coaches Lou Watson and Don Luft started showing up at his high school games. Ultimately 
he was called into the o¢ce of the legendary Branch McCracken.

“�ey called me into his o¢ce two or three times,” Pfa� says. “�e last time I talked with 
Branch McCracken, he o�ered me a scholarship. I didn’t have to think twice about accepting 
it.”

Pfa� could hardly believe he was joining a team with future pros Dick and Tom VanArsdale 
along with Jon McGlocklin.

“Tom and Dick are two of the �nest human beings you’d ever meet,” he says. “I’d say the 
same about Jon McGlocklin. �ey were excellent human beings, not just great basketball 
players.”

College freshmen weren’t eligible to play back then, but by his sophomore year Pfa� had gained McCracken’s con�dence. In his �rst game, 
he came o� the bench to score 12 points against Michigan State. A 19-point, six-rebound e�ort against Purdue earned him a starting 
spot. He started �ve games before a broken hand sidelined him the rest of the season. Although he never regained his starting spot over 
the next two seasons, he continued to contribute o� the bench and was a proud member of IU’s 1967 Big Ten co-champions. 

�e ’67 Hoosiers featured Butch Joyner, Vern Payne, Erv Inniger, Jack Johnson and Bill Russell. Coached by Watson, McCracken’s 
successor, they were called “�e Cardiac Kids” for their many narrow escapes.

“We didn’t have any superstars, no All-Americans,” Pfa� says. “We were just a bunch of good guys who played together.”

After college, Pfa� wasn’t sure what he wanted to do, but he always liked to ¥y.

“On road trips the pilots would let me sit in the cockpit,” he says. “I liked it so much I enlisted in the Air Force.”

Pfa� entered pilot training and �nished second in his class. He worked his way up to ¥ight instructor and stayed stateside during the early 
years of the Vietnam war. With a year to go in his enlistment he volunteered for duty in Vietnam. He wound up ¥ying C-47s, twin-engine 
reconnaissance planes. He ¥ew 137 missions, many into hostile territory, drawing enemy �re. 

“I lost an engine three or four times,” he remembers. “One time an 
engine caught �re when we were way up in Laos, but I managed to 
¥y it back to �ailand with a crew of 10 on board. I received a medal 
for that, which I’m proud of.”

�e Distinguished Flying Cross, to be precise. �e certi�cate reads: 
“Captain Pfa� ¥ew an extremely hazardous mission through 
adverse weather conditions and through constant hostile ground 
�re and attack. In spite of this, he superbly accomplished this highly 
intricate and hazardous mission …”

On the day Pfa� left for Vietnam, he met his future bride, Barbara. 
When his enlistment was up, he went back to Barbara’s home in 
Fairbury, Nebraska and went to work at a bank. Like everything 
else he took on in life, he excelled. In three years he was a director 
and in six years a president. In 12 years he was the owner of his own 
bank, Je�erson County Bank in Daykin, Nebraska.

“I thought I would just work at a bank until I found something else,” Pfa� says, “but 
here I am 43 years later and still active in banking today.”

And headed for the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I’ve got to say I’m a little jittery about it,” he says. “I just hope I get up there and say 
something respectful. I just want to represent Monroe County in a digni�ed way.”

You already have, Vernon Pfa�.

Photos courtesy of IU Archives



By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

VERNON PFAFF
ELLETTSVILLE’S ‘LITTLE KID’ NOW A HALL OF FAMER

On the day Floyd Pfa� took a the steel rim o� a 5-gallon nail keg and tacked it to the side of 
his garage o� �omas Road west of Ellettsville,  Vernon Pfa� had his own private basketball 
goal.

And, boy, did it get a workout. Neither rain, nor sleet nor gloom of an Indiana winter would 
keep the son of Floyd  Pfa� from shooting baskets in his driveway. And young Pfa� didn’t stop 
there.

“I carried a basketball everywhere I went,” Vernon says. “I think I played on every basketball 
goal in Monroe County.”

No wonder by the time he was a sophomore at Ellettsville High, he was ready for varsity action. 
Five games into the 1959-60 season, coach John M. Holmes put Pfa� in the starting lineup, 
and he remained there for the next 65 games.

Along the way he led Ellettsville to the 1961 sectional title at Martinsville and the 1962 
Wabash Valley Classic title at Terre Haute. He walked away with the county scoring record and 
a scholarship to Indiana University.

Not bad for a 5-foot-10 kid from a town of 1,200. �at kid would go on to 
play for a Big Ten champion at IU, earn a medal in Vietnam and own a bank 
in Nebraska.

And tonight Pfa� receives another honor when he is inducted into the 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I just look at myself as a little kid from the west side of Ellettsville. �is is 
quite touching,” Pfa� says.

Well deserved, says Holmes, who was inducted into the Monroe County 
Sports Hall of Fame last year. Holmes would be the �rst one to tell you he 
might not be there had it not been for Vernon Pfa�.

“Vern Pfa� was the one who made me think I could coach,” Holmes says.
Pfa� was in the audience last year when Holmes was inducted, even though it 

meant driving all the way from his home in Nebraska.

“John Holmes is one of the �nest human beings I’ve ever known,” 
Pfa� says. “He was as much a father to us as a coach. I thought the 
world of him then and still do today. I still go back and visit him two 
or three times a year.”

Winning the Martinsville sectional was no small chore for a school 
of a couple hundred students, and winning the Wabash Valley 
Classic the following year was every bit as impressive.

“�ere were 87 teams in the Wabash Valley Tournament my senior 
year,” Pfa� says. “We played the �nal four at Indiana State in Terre 
Haute, and there were 5,000 people there.”

Pfa� scored a tourney-record 43 points in the semi�nal win over Linton 
and then delivered the game-winning basket with seven seconds left in 
the championship game against Attica. Pfa� remembers it as if it were 
yesterday.

“It was the same day Jimmy Rayl scored 56 points for IU (a Hoosier 
record),” he recalls. “On the front page of the next day’s Bloomington 
paper, Rayl’s picture was on my side and mine on the other.”

Pfa� ’s four-game total of 108 points is still an all-time high in the 
100-year history of the Wabash tournament, and his single-game mark 
of 43 is still good for second place.

Pfa� set two county records before he wrapped up his high school career. 
His 1,289 points moved him past fellow 2016 inductee Bobby Dobson 
on the county’s all-time scoring list, and his 27.5 average his senior year 
remains a single-season county record. 

He possessed almost unlimited range in a day when there were no 3-point lines.

“If there was a 3-point shot back then, he probably would have averaged 35 points,” Holmes 
claims.

By his senior year at Ellettsville, Pfa� had the attention of Indiana University. Assistant 
coaches Lou Watson and Don Luft started showing up at his high school games. Ultimately 
he was called into the o¢ce of the legendary Branch McCracken.

“�ey called me into his o¢ce two or three times,” Pfa� says. “�e last time I talked with 
Branch McCracken, he o�ered me a scholarship. I didn’t have to think twice about accepting 
it.”

Pfa� could hardly believe he was joining a team with future pros Dick and Tom VanArsdale 
along with Jon McGlocklin.

“Tom and Dick are two of the �nest human beings you’d ever meet,” he says. “I’d say the 
same about Jon McGlocklin. �ey were excellent human beings, not just great basketball 
players.”

College freshmen weren’t eligible to play back then, but by his sophomore year Pfa� had gained McCracken’s con�dence. In his �rst game, 
he came o� the bench to score 12 points against Michigan State. A 19-point, six-rebound e�ort against Purdue earned him a starting 
spot. He started �ve games before a broken hand sidelined him the rest of the season. Although he never regained his starting spot over 
the next two seasons, he continued to contribute o� the bench and was a proud member of IU’s 1967 Big Ten co-champions. 

�e ’67 Hoosiers featured Butch Joyner, Vern Payne, Erv Inniger, Jack Johnson and Bill Russell. Coached by Watson, McCracken’s 
successor, they were called “�e Cardiac Kids” for their many narrow escapes.

“We didn’t have any superstars, no All-Americans,” Pfa� says. “We were just a bunch of good guys who played together.”

After college, Pfa� wasn’t sure what he wanted to do, but he always liked to ¥y.

“On road trips the pilots would let me sit in the cockpit,” he says. “I liked it so much I enlisted in the Air Force.”

Pfa� entered pilot training and �nished second in his class. He worked his way up to ¥ight instructor and stayed stateside during the early 
years of the Vietnam war. With a year to go in his enlistment he volunteered for duty in Vietnam. He wound up ¥ying C-47s, twin-engine 
reconnaissance planes. He ¥ew 137 missions, many into hostile territory, drawing enemy �re. 

“I lost an engine three or four times,” he remembers. “One time an 
engine caught �re when we were way up in Laos, but I managed to 
¥y it back to �ailand with a crew of 10 on board. I received a medal 
for that, which I’m proud of.”

�e Distinguished Flying Cross, to be precise. �e certi�cate reads: 
“Captain Pfa� ¥ew an extremely hazardous mission through 
adverse weather conditions and through constant hostile ground 
�re and attack. In spite of this, he superbly accomplished this highly 
intricate and hazardous mission …”

On the day Pfa� left for Vietnam, he met his future bride, Barbara. 
When his enlistment was up, he went back to Barbara’s home in 
Fairbury, Nebraska and went to work at a bank. Like everything 
else he took on in life, he excelled. In three years he was a director 
and in six years a president. In 12 years he was the owner of his own 
bank, Je�erson County Bank in Daykin, Nebraska.

“I thought I would just work at a bank until I found something else,” Pfa� says, “but 
here I am 43 years later and still active in banking today.”

And headed for the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I’ve got to say I’m a little jittery about it,” he says. “I just hope I get up there and say 
something respectful. I just want to represent Monroe County in a digni�ed way.”

You already have, Vernon Pfa�.
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VERNON PFAFF

On the day Floyd Pfa� took a the steel rim o� a 5-gallon nail keg and tacked it to the side of 
his garage o� �omas Road west of Ellettsville,  Vernon Pfa� had his own private basketball 
goal.

And, boy, did it get a workout. Neither rain, nor sleet nor gloom of an Indiana winter would 
keep the son of Floyd  Pfa� from shooting baskets in his driveway. And young Pfa� didn’t stop 
there.

“I carried a basketball everywhere I went,” Vernon says. “I think I played on every basketball 
goal in Monroe County.”

No wonder by the time he was a sophomore at Ellettsville High, he was ready for varsity action. 
Five games into the 1959-60 season, coach John M. Holmes put Pfa� in the starting lineup, 
and he remained there for the next 65 games.

Along the way he led Ellettsville to the 1961 sectional title at Martinsville and the 1962 
Wabash Valley Classic title at Terre Haute. He walked away with the county scoring record and 
a scholarship to Indiana University.

Not bad for a 5-foot-10 kid from a town of 1,200. �at kid would go on to 
play for a Big Ten champion at IU, earn a medal in Vietnam and own a bank 
in Nebraska.

And tonight Pfa� receives another honor when he is inducted into the 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I just look at myself as a little kid from the west side of Ellettsville. �is is 
quite touching,” Pfa� says.

Well deserved, says Holmes, who was inducted into the Monroe County 
Sports Hall of Fame last year. Holmes would be the �rst one to tell you he 
might not be there had it not been for Vernon Pfa�.

“Vern Pfa� was the one who made me think I could coach,” Holmes says.
Pfa� was in the audience last year when Holmes was inducted, even though it 

meant driving all the way from his home in Nebraska.

“John Holmes is one of the �nest human beings I’ve ever known,” 
Pfa� says. “He was as much a father to us as a coach. I thought the 
world of him then and still do today. I still go back and visit him two 
or three times a year.”

Winning the Martinsville sectional was no small chore for a school 
of a couple hundred students, and winning the Wabash Valley 
Classic the following year was every bit as impressive.

“�ere were 87 teams in the Wabash Valley Tournament my senior 
year,” Pfa� says. “We played the �nal four at Indiana State in Terre 
Haute, and there were 5,000 people there.”

Pfa� scored a tourney-record 43 points in the semi�nal win over Linton 
and then delivered the game-winning basket with seven seconds left in 
the championship game against Attica. Pfa� remembers it as if it were 
yesterday.

“It was the same day Jimmy Rayl scored 56 points for IU (a Hoosier 
record),” he recalls. “On the front page of the next day’s Bloomington 
paper, Rayl’s picture was on my side and mine on the other.”

Pfa� ’s four-game total of 108 points is still an all-time high in the 
100-year history of the Wabash tournament, and his single-game mark 
of 43 is still good for second place.

Pfa� set two county records before he wrapped up his high school career. 
His 1,289 points moved him past fellow 2016 inductee Bobby Dobson 
on the county’s all-time scoring list, and his 27.5 average his senior year 
remains a single-season county record. 

He possessed almost unlimited range in a day when there were no 3-point lines.

“If there was a 3-point shot back then, he probably would have averaged 35 points,” Holmes 
claims.

By his senior year at Ellettsville, Pfa� had the attention of Indiana University. Assistant 
coaches Lou Watson and Don Luft started showing up at his high school games. Ultimately 
he was called into the o¢ce of the legendary Branch McCracken.

“�ey called me into his o¢ce two or three times,” Pfa� says. “�e last time I talked with 
Branch McCracken, he o�ered me a scholarship. I didn’t have to think twice about accepting 
it.”

Pfa� could hardly believe he was joining a team with future pros Dick and Tom VanArsdale 
along with Jon McGlocklin.

“Tom and Dick are two of the �nest human beings you’d ever meet,” he says. “I’d say the 
same about Jon McGlocklin. �ey were excellent human beings, not just great basketball 
players.”

College freshmen weren’t eligible to play back then, but by his sophomore year Pfa� had gained McCracken’s con�dence. In his �rst game, 
he came o� the bench to score 12 points against Michigan State. A 19-point, six-rebound e�ort against Purdue earned him a starting 
spot. He started �ve games before a broken hand sidelined him the rest of the season. Although he never regained his starting spot over 
the next two seasons, he continued to contribute o� the bench and was a proud member of IU’s 1967 Big Ten co-champions. 

�e ’67 Hoosiers featured Butch Joyner, Vern Payne, Erv Inniger, Jack Johnson and Bill Russell. Coached by Watson, McCracken’s 
successor, they were called “�e Cardiac Kids” for their many narrow escapes.

“We didn’t have any superstars, no All-Americans,” Pfa� says. “We were just a bunch of good guys who played together.”

After college, Pfa� wasn’t sure what he wanted to do, but he always liked to ¥y.

“On road trips the pilots would let me sit in the cockpit,” he says. “I liked it so much I enlisted in the Air Force.”

Pfa� entered pilot training and �nished second in his class. He worked his way up to ¥ight instructor and stayed stateside during the early 
years of the Vietnam war. With a year to go in his enlistment he volunteered for duty in Vietnam. He wound up ¥ying C-47s, twin-engine 
reconnaissance planes. He ¥ew 137 missions, many into hostile territory, drawing enemy �re. 

“I lost an engine three or four times,” he remembers. “One time an 
engine caught �re when we were way up in Laos, but I managed to 
¥y it back to �ailand with a crew of 10 on board. I received a medal 
for that, which I’m proud of.”

�e Distinguished Flying Cross, to be precise. �e certi�cate reads: 
“Captain Pfa� ¥ew an extremely hazardous mission through 
adverse weather conditions and through constant hostile ground 
�re and attack. In spite of this, he superbly accomplished this highly 
intricate and hazardous mission …”

On the day Pfa� left for Vietnam, he met his future bride, Barbara. 
When his enlistment was up, he went back to Barbara’s home in 
Fairbury, Nebraska and went to work at a bank. Like everything 
else he took on in life, he excelled. In three years he was a director 
and in six years a president. In 12 years he was the owner of his own 
bank, Je�erson County Bank in Daykin, Nebraska.

“I thought I would just work at a bank until I found something else,” Pfa� says, “but 
here I am 43 years later and still active in banking today.”

And headed for the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I’ve got to say I’m a little jittery about it,” he says. “I just hope I get up there and say 
something respectful. I just want to represent Monroe County in a digni�ed way.”

You already have, Vernon Pfa�.

Photos courtesy of IU Archives



By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

VERNON PFAFF
ELLETTSVILLE’S ‘LITTLE KID’ NOW A HALL OF FAMER

On the day Floyd Pfa� took a the steel rim o� a 5-gallon nail keg and tacked it to the side of 
his garage o� �omas Road west of Ellettsville,  Vernon Pfa� had his own private basketball 
goal.

And, boy, did it get a workout. Neither rain, nor sleet nor gloom of an Indiana winter would 
keep the son of Floyd  Pfa� from shooting baskets in his driveway. And young Pfa� didn’t stop 
there.

“I carried a basketball everywhere I went,” Vernon says. “I think I played on every basketball 
goal in Monroe County.”

No wonder by the time he was a sophomore at Ellettsville High, he was ready for varsity action. 
Five games into the 1959-60 season, coach John M. Holmes put Pfa� in the starting lineup, 
and he remained there for the next 65 games.

Along the way he led Ellettsville to the 1961 sectional title at Martinsville and the 1962 
Wabash Valley Classic title at Terre Haute. He walked away with the county scoring record and 
a scholarship to Indiana University.

Not bad for a 5-foot-10 kid from a town of 1,200. �at kid would go on to 
play for a Big Ten champion at IU, earn a medal in Vietnam and own a bank 
in Nebraska.

And tonight Pfa� receives another honor when he is inducted into the 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I just look at myself as a little kid from the west side of Ellettsville. �is is 
quite touching,” Pfa� says.

Well deserved, says Holmes, who was inducted into the Monroe County 
Sports Hall of Fame last year. Holmes would be the �rst one to tell you he 
might not be there had it not been for Vernon Pfa�.

“Vern Pfa� was the one who made me think I could coach,” Holmes says.
Pfa� was in the audience last year when Holmes was inducted, even though it 

meant driving all the way from his home in Nebraska.

“John Holmes is one of the �nest human beings I’ve ever known,” 
Pfa� says. “He was as much a father to us as a coach. I thought the 
world of him then and still do today. I still go back and visit him two 
or three times a year.”

Winning the Martinsville sectional was no small chore for a school 
of a couple hundred students, and winning the Wabash Valley 
Classic the following year was every bit as impressive.

“�ere were 87 teams in the Wabash Valley Tournament my senior 
year,” Pfa� says. “We played the �nal four at Indiana State in Terre 
Haute, and there were 5,000 people there.”

Pfa� scored a tourney-record 43 points in the semi�nal win over Linton 
and then delivered the game-winning basket with seven seconds left in 
the championship game against Attica. Pfa� remembers it as if it were 
yesterday.

“It was the same day Jimmy Rayl scored 56 points for IU (a Hoosier 
record),” he recalls. “On the front page of the next day’s Bloomington 
paper, Rayl’s picture was on my side and mine on the other.”

Pfa� ’s four-game total of 108 points is still an all-time high in the 
100-year history of the Wabash tournament, and his single-game mark 
of 43 is still good for second place.

Pfa� set two county records before he wrapped up his high school career. 
His 1,289 points moved him past fellow 2016 inductee Bobby Dobson 
on the county’s all-time scoring list, and his 27.5 average his senior year 
remains a single-season county record. 

He possessed almost unlimited range in a day when there were no 3-point lines.

“If there was a 3-point shot back then, he probably would have averaged 35 points,” Holmes 
claims.

By his senior year at Ellettsville, Pfa� had the attention of Indiana University. Assistant 
coaches Lou Watson and Don Luft started showing up at his high school games. Ultimately 
he was called into the o¢ce of the legendary Branch McCracken.

“�ey called me into his o¢ce two or three times,” Pfa� says. “�e last time I talked with 
Branch McCracken, he o�ered me a scholarship. I didn’t have to think twice about accepting 
it.”

Pfa� could hardly believe he was joining a team with future pros Dick and Tom VanArsdale 
along with Jon McGlocklin.

“Tom and Dick are two of the �nest human beings you’d ever meet,” he says. “I’d say the 
same about Jon McGlocklin. �ey were excellent human beings, not just great basketball 
players.”

College freshmen weren’t eligible to play back then, but by his sophomore year Pfa� had gained McCracken’s con�dence. In his �rst game, 
he came o� the bench to score 12 points against Michigan State. A 19-point, six-rebound e�ort against Purdue earned him a starting 
spot. He started �ve games before a broken hand sidelined him the rest of the season. Although he never regained his starting spot over 
the next two seasons, he continued to contribute o� the bench and was a proud member of IU’s 1967 Big Ten co-champions. 

�e ’67 Hoosiers featured Butch Joyner, Vern Payne, Erv Inniger, Jack Johnson and Bill Russell. Coached by Watson, McCracken’s 
successor, they were called “�e Cardiac Kids” for their many narrow escapes.

“We didn’t have any superstars, no All-Americans,” Pfa� says. “We were just a bunch of good guys who played together.”

After college, Pfa� wasn’t sure what he wanted to do, but he always liked to ¥y.

“On road trips the pilots would let me sit in the cockpit,” he says. “I liked it so much I enlisted in the Air Force.”

Pfa� entered pilot training and �nished second in his class. He worked his way up to ¥ight instructor and stayed stateside during the early 
years of the Vietnam war. With a year to go in his enlistment he volunteered for duty in Vietnam. He wound up ¥ying C-47s, twin-engine 
reconnaissance planes. He ¥ew 137 missions, many into hostile territory, drawing enemy �re. 

“I lost an engine three or four times,” he remembers. “One time an 
engine caught �re when we were way up in Laos, but I managed to 
¥y it back to �ailand with a crew of 10 on board. I received a medal 
for that, which I’m proud of.”

�e Distinguished Flying Cross, to be precise. �e certi�cate reads: 
“Captain Pfa� ¥ew an extremely hazardous mission through 
adverse weather conditions and through constant hostile ground 
�re and attack. In spite of this, he superbly accomplished this highly 
intricate and hazardous mission …”

On the day Pfa� left for Vietnam, he met his future bride, Barbara. 
When his enlistment was up, he went back to Barbara’s home in 
Fairbury, Nebraska and went to work at a bank. Like everything 
else he took on in life, he excelled. In three years he was a director 
and in six years a president. In 12 years he was the owner of his own 
bank, Je�erson County Bank in Daykin, Nebraska.

“I thought I would just work at a bank until I found something else,” Pfa� says, “but 
here I am 43 years later and still active in banking today.”

And headed for the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“I’ve got to say I’m a little jittery about it,” he says. “I just hope I get up there and say 
something respectful. I just want to represent Monroe County in a digni�ed way.”

You already have, Vernon Pfa�.
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BILL MALLORY

Bill Mallory is being inducted into the Monroe County Sports Hall 
of Fame as a Humanitarian, but he’s really a wild card.

Entrance into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame can come as 
an athlete, a coach, a contributor or a humanitarian. �ose and 
untold other categories – including Most Rousing Motivational 
Speaker Not On �e Evangelical Revival Circuit – t Bill Mallory, 
who distinguishes any list he’s on or any room he’s in.

He’s probably at his very best in a football lockerroom.
Legendary in coaching – and among “Mal Men,” the voluntary group 
of Bill Mallory supporters who played for him at Indiana or at 
Miami, Colorado or Northern Illinois before that – is the time when 
he was learning the trade as a graduate assistant under Doyt Perry at 
Bowling Green.

Before one of the year’s most crucial games, Perry turned the 
pre-game re-up lockerroom talking role over to young Mallory, who 
started ery and went from there to such enthusiastic excitement that 
he hyperventilated right in front of everyone, nally collapsing 
face-down, unconscious. He had the team so revved up they bolted 
out the door onto the eld, ready to hit. 

And Bill Mallory stayed on the �oor.

�e coaching sta� was stunned. Mallory wasn’t all the way out: he heard 
the murmurs.

“What do you think?”

“I think he’s dead.”

“We’ve got to get out there – it’s kicko� time.”

And they left. A doctor stayed around, got Mallory’s head clear, he report-
ed to the sidelines a few plays late, and Bowling Green won. A legend was 
born.
Many, many years later, Bill Mallory was in front of the Sunday morning 
congregation at First Methodist Church in Bloomington, to give a brief 
personal message opening the service. His opening line was: “�e last thing 
my wife told me before I left home was, ‘Don’t forget; you’re not in a 
lockerroom.’ ”
�at is our Humanitarian.

It’s a disgrace to the College Football Hall of Fame that the winningest 
coach in Indiana University history isn’t in it. He would be had he delivered 
the leadership at almost any other big-time school where winning in 
football is more common.

Hall of Fame selectors start with a winning career average of .700 as a 
working minimum. At Alabama, Ohio State, Michigan, that would get a 
guy red. At Indiana, Mallory took over a program that got his IU tenure 

o� to an 0-11 start. He batted over .500 after that (69-66-3), the best 
�oor anyone has built under IU football for so long a period in the last 
70 years. It was a feat so respected by his Big Ten peers that he was the 
rst coach in league history to be named Coach of the Year two years in 
a row. �e rst time, it was for going 6-6.

In 130-plus years of football, IU has played in 10 bowl games; 6 of them 
coming in Mallory’s 13 seasons. His 1987 team did something no other 
IU team ever has done: beat Ohio State and Michigan in the same 
season. �e Ohio State win, 31-10 at Columbus, ended a 36-year 
winless stretch for the Hoosiers against the Buckeyes, dating to the day 
in 1951 when Sandusky, Ohio, high school junior Bill Mallory sat in the 
stands and watched IU give Woody Hayes his rst Buckeye coaching 
loss, 32-10. 

In between those games, Mallory was recruited by Ara Parseghian at 
Miami, was John Pont’s rst captain there, and later coached under 

Hayes at Ohio State – including the Buckeyes’ national-championship season in 
1968. National-championship coaching sta�s become hot names. Mallory coached 
ve years at Miami (went 39-12, a .765 average that topped .737 for Hayes and .692 
for Bo Schembechler there).

Next was Colorado, where his team won a Big Eight title, played in the Orange 
Bowl, and went 35-21-1 in ve seasons, not good enough at a place that went 
13-41-1 in the next ve seasons. In two years at Northern Illinois, his teams went 
25-19, won a conference championship and a bowl game, earning an invitation 
from Indiana University.

But all those reasons for why 
Bill Mallory ought to be in 
another Hall of Fame are not 
why he is entering this one. 
Since his career ended, Bill has 
redirected his contributions to 
the Bloomington and Monroe 
County community. Let us 
count some of the ways: was a 
fund-raiser/speaker here for 
the Boys and Girls
Club, Children’s Organ 
Transplant Association, Jill’s 
House and Salvation Army – 
and “Kissed the Pig” to 

stimulate more contributions at the Monroe County Fair. For ve years, he ran a 
football camp for youth and middle-school coaches. He did volunteer things for the 
Bloomington City Recreation Dept., on Bloomington Hospital Health and Wellness 
Committee, Phi Kappa Tau and his church. Wife Ellie was just as active, there with 
him in all but maybe the  pig-kissing.

Athlete. Coach. Contributor. Humanitarian.

�at’s a good start for describing Bill Mallory. Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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Dr. Dan Grossman was a darned good football player, in high school and 
college. His Dad was both of those and an NFL player. Dan’s son was all 
of those-plus: college All-American, SEC Player of the Year, Heisman 
runner-up, rst-round NFL draft choice, starting quarterback in the 
Super Bowl.

We’re talking of Rex Daniel Grossman, Rex Daniel Jr., and Rex Daniel 
III.

�e Rex who started it all was All-State in the 1940s at Huntington High 
before playing quarterback and kicking for Bo McMillin at IU. From 
there he went on to play for the Baltimore Colts, primarily as a kicker but 
also some at linebacker before retiring to start a construction business in 
Bloomington. Dan never saw his Dad play -- even on lm – but there are 
pictures, and memories, and legends. For example: the last points, the 
winning margin, in the last IU game he played, a 16-14 victory over 
Purdue in 1947, came on Rex Grossman’s eld goal. 

“I was very proud of my father,” Dr. Dan says, “very proud to grow up 
with his name. And I was very proud to pass it along to my son. And I was 
even prouder when he turned out to be a much more successful NFL 
player than my father.”

About that name-passing:  “My Dad died June 13, 1980; Rex was born 
August 23rd. So, two months after my Dad died, here was a new baby boy. 
What are you going to call him … Ralph?” Dr. Dan is very, very happy 
with his own lot in life, too, including his own excellence in athletics that 

is the key to his inclusion in this sixth Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
induction class.

He played everything in high school, including winning the IHSAA’s 
mental attitude award for helping Bloomington to a state runner-up nish 
in baseball in 1969. But football was his passion. He was All-State quarter-
back – passed for 19 touchdowns and ran for 21 on the 10-0 team that 
launched the record BHS/South 60-game winning streak. �en he played 
three years at IU, the last a rarity – while a rst-year student in IU’s School 
of Medicine. 

Football ended there, in favor of a career that has made him one of the most 
successful and renowned eye surgeons of his time. Successful, renowned, 
and happy-grateful. “In this building,” he said in the Eye Center that is his 
playing eld, “every time I go by an employee and they say ‘How you doing?’ 
I always say, ‘Best day ever!’ And I mean it. I’m all in on that. Attitude is the 
reason some people ¤ourish and some don’t.”

He credits football for that philosophy. One day in particular, when there 
wasn’t a football or a goalpost in sight.

It was the spring of his junior year at Bloomington High. He had been a 
running back/linebacker on an 8-1-1 team the fall before. “We were very 
talented – o§ense, defense, kickers,” he says. “We won, but it just wasn’t fun, 
wasn’t a good environment. �e attitude got kind of … intense.

“Coach (Fred) Hu§ gured it out. He called me into his oªce in the 
spring of 1968, sat me down, and he really got emotional. He said, ‘I 
hated last season. It just didn’t work the way it should have. But here’s 
the deal. You are the quarterback, you are the leader, this is your team. 
I’m going to call the plays, but the attitude is on your back.’

“From that day forward, I put out the most positive vibes I could. I didn’t 
tell people about that conversation. I said, ‘Coach did tell me I’m the 
captain next year.’ We had workouts on our own – we started in April. 
(Hu§ ’s assistant) Al Gallo and I got together and we started working on 
the sprint option, all kinds of stu§. And the attitude of the team the 
following year was black and white – completely di§erent.

“I sure wasn’t the sole entity. �at attitude not only permeated the 
football team, it permeated the basketball team, track … the swimming 
team and wrestling team won state championships, baseball we went to 
the nal game – everything! �e whole high school got into this thing, 
‘We can win. We’re the best. Here we go, Panthers, here we go (clap, 
clap).’ Bam! It took o§.

“Everybody bought into it. Not only athletics, academics – the National 
Honor Society had more students. It was an incredible wave of – 
whoom! And it lasted for several years.”

And for Dr. Dan Grossman: “Truthfully, I think that day in Fred Hu§ ’s 
oªce was a game-changer for me for the rest of my life. I think I’m 
sitting where I am because of that day.”

He’s sitting on top of his world, a world in which family is everything. 
For him and wife Maureen, “Our daughters came along, and they were 
very good swimmers. Amy was best in the water. Ashley was a good 
all-round athlete. And they were also very good on horses. �ey were fun 
to watch coming up.”

Little brother Rex didn’t always do a lot of watching. “At their swim 
meets or a horse show, Rex would always have a ball along – sometimes a 
roundball, sometimes a football, but he’d get bored and he’d always have 
a ball. �en as he started playing Junior Football, it was pretty obvious he 
was pretty good.

“He was a running back through seventh grade. By eighth grade, his 
mother insisted, ‘It’s time to play quarterback. You’re not going to be a 
running back in high school or college.’ And I said, ‘You’re right.’ ”

Nobody had more fun, more thrills, in young Rex’s football evolution 
than his Dad – through “Mr. Football” days on leading a 15-0 state 
champion as a senior at South to recognition as the best quarterback in 
college football at Florida, to a long NFL career highlighted by the 2006 
National Conference championship that put him in Super Bowl XLI 
opposite Peyton Manning and the Colts. Rex beat his Dad into the 
Monroe County Hall; he was one of the youngest ever when he was 
inducted in 2012.

But for proud Dad, his highlight memories of Rex III’s career start with 
the day the two of them were riding home his junior year after his team 

DAN GROSSMAN

lost in the state championship game. “Very little was said until we got to about the Monroe County line, and he said, ‘Dad, don’t 
worry. Next year, we’re going to win it all.’

“Out of that conversation came their 1998 theme: ‘Unnished business.’ 
‘We had a great year. �is year, we will nish it.’

 “Once again, another example of how attitude plays such a role in all this. It is so imperative. You have to be inspired when you walk 
onto that court, onto that eld. You have to feel the adrenaline. You have to feel it, and play it. 

“And, you have to appreciate every single thing. Gratitude is important, too.

“It’s a privilege just to be here on earth, standing up vertically and having fun. It’s an honor and a privilege every day. I’ve had an 
interesting life, growing up here in Bloomington. I’ve had a good run – at knowing people. When you start putting on the rewind 
button – wow!

“And this (Hall of Fame induction) is a very big honor. I was thrilled when Rex got in. 

“I just think this is a really neat thing.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

ANGELO PIZZO

�e life of Angelo Pizzo is … like a movie script. Surprise.

Local kid grows up in an atmosphere he loves, much of it IU football or basketball-related. 
He dreams a dream, lives it, it takes him to Hollywood, and he comes back, bringing the 
dream and Hollywood with him.

A really good movie needs con�ict. “Hoosiers” isn’t really the Milan story because the real 
Milan story had no con�ict. So there’s some con�ict in the Angelo Pizzo story, sure. What 
commonly comes in the process of making one of his screen plays into a movie is pale 
beside the mental con�ict of putting together a magni�cent work. You, the writer, can see 
the �lm, see the ideal stars in place, feel the audience reacting all the right ways in all the 
right places and actually selling it to a would-be producer, who then �nds no one to put up 
the money to make it happen.

In a Bloom magazine interview years ago, another great writing talent who emerged from 
Bloomington, Michael Koryta, was the questioner who asked Angelo: “Is it fair to say that 
80 percent of screenplays that are sold are never made?” �e Pizzo response: “Try 99 
percent.”

Mickey Mantle, the Harlem Globetrotters, a penalized but innocence-proclaiming basketball 
“�xer,” a Navajo war hero, an integration-over-segregation triumph with basketball at the 
center, those are among – actually a tiny representation of – the Pizzo treasures that haven’t 
found a camera yet.  Ask Angelo’s innards. �at’s con�ict.

And then there’s “Hoosiers.”

What Angelo and college-through-lifetime friend David Anspaugh did to interpret classic 
Indiana high school basketball for the unenlightened is now more than 30 years old and still 
stands where it has from its start: always a top-echelon contender for greatest sports movie ever 
made.

With the arrival of class basketball in Indiana in 1997, “Hoosiers” became something more: the 
last living reminder of how things used to be, when one team and one team only – in this case 
tiny Hickory – was the high school basketball champion of all Indiana. And Indiana knew it. 
And cared.

Angelo came out of University High School without an athletic letter but a passion 
for athletics, particularly the cream-and-crimson kind he had grown up following at 
hometown Indiana University. �rough undergraduate work at IU and graduate 
studies in his chosen �eld at Southern Cal, through breaking-in years and 
prove-yourself experiences and �nally triumphal times, that IU passion never 
changed.

He told yet another great Bloomington-raised writer, Jon Wertheim, for Sports 
Illustrated of the internal con�ict that passion caused him in March 1987.

“We (Hoosiers, which came out in 1986) were nominated for two Academy Awards 
… But that year the Academy Awards were on the same night as the NCAA 
basketball championship game. And who was in it? Indiana. How could I not watch 
my team play for the title?” An experiment at Oscar rehearsals the night before 
showed him he couldn’t smuggle in a tiny Sony Watchman and do both. “So I called 
David (Anspaugh): ‘I can’t go to the Academy Awards. I can’t miss the game.’”

And David, with the same passions, couldn’t either.

“We gave away our tickets to the Oscars and stayed home, �ipping over to the broadcast only when our categories came up. We didn’t 
win either award. But Indiana beat Syracuse to win the national title. �e next day the Bloomington newspaper – I have this framed – 
had this headline: IU WINS NCAA CROWN. ‘HOOSIERS’ CREATORS WATCH IU, NOT OSCARS.”

“Rudy,” another iconic sports movie, followed for Pizzo and Anspaugh. Just last fall, the newest Pizzo �lm, “My All-American,” 
came out, this time self-directed. �e touch, the tug at the heartstrings while telling an essentially true sports tale, hasn’t changed.

A few years ago, Angelo gave up staying in long-range contact with IU athletics and moved with his family back to Bloomington, 
without a slowdown in his own production pace. He built into his production contract for �lming “My All-American” that he could 
leave Texas and be back in Bloomington on home football Saturdays, and for can’t-miss basketball times. He considered it “just a 
matter of time” before pal David Anspaugh, a native of Decatur but just as much an IU zealot, would make the same return. 
Anspaugh did it more than a year ago, taking a teaching role at IU and continuing his own movie life.

With this sixth Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame banquet, Angelo is inducted as a Contributor. It’s a category that allows for 
broad inclusion, all of which – in the best of years and selections – works down to a county-wide shared feeling of: “Aren’t we proud, 
and lucky, to be the home of … !”

�e blank was �lled in this year with the name Angelo Pizzo, and the overwhelming answer is yes!

Photos courtesy of IU Archives



By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

BILL MALLORY
BILL MALLORY NOT YOUR AVERAGE HUMANITARIAN

Bill Mallory is being inducted into the Monroe County Sports Hall 
of Fame as a Humanitarian, but he’s really a wild card.

Entrance into the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame can come as 
an athlete, a coach, a contributor or a humanitarian. �ose and 
untold other categories – including Most Rousing Motivational 
Speaker Not On �e Evangelical Revival Circuit – t Bill Mallory, 
who distinguishes any list he’s on or any room he’s in.

He’s probably at his very best in a football lockerroom.
Legendary in coaching – and among “Mal Men,” the voluntary group 
of Bill Mallory supporters who played for him at Indiana or at 
Miami, Colorado or Northern Illinois before that – is the time when 
he was learning the trade as a graduate assistant under Doyt Perry at 
Bowling Green.

Before one of the year’s most crucial games, Perry turned the 
pre-game re-up lockerroom talking role over to young Mallory, who 
started ery and went from there to such enthusiastic excitement that 
he hyperventilated right in front of everyone, nally collapsing 
face-down, unconscious. He had the team so revved up they bolted 
out the door onto the eld, ready to hit. 

And Bill Mallory stayed on the �oor.

�e coaching sta� was stunned. Mallory wasn’t all the way out: he heard 
the murmurs.

“What do you think?”

“I think he’s dead.”

“We’ve got to get out there – it’s kicko� time.”

And they left. A doctor stayed around, got Mallory’s head clear, he report-
ed to the sidelines a few plays late, and Bowling Green won. A legend was 
born.
Many, many years later, Bill Mallory was in front of the Sunday morning 
congregation at First Methodist Church in Bloomington, to give a brief 
personal message opening the service. His opening line was: “�e last thing 
my wife told me before I left home was, ‘Don’t forget; you’re not in a 
lockerroom.’ ”
�at is our Humanitarian.

It’s a disgrace to the College Football Hall of Fame that the winningest 
coach in Indiana University history isn’t in it. He would be had he delivered 
the leadership at almost any other big-time school where winning in 
football is more common.

Hall of Fame selectors start with a winning career average of .700 as a 
working minimum. At Alabama, Ohio State, Michigan, that would get a 
guy red. At Indiana, Mallory took over a program that got his IU tenure 

o� to an 0-11 start. He batted over .500 after that (69-66-3), the best 
�oor anyone has built under IU football for so long a period in the last 
70 years. It was a feat so respected by his Big Ten peers that he was the 
rst coach in league history to be named Coach of the Year two years in 
a row. �e rst time, it was for going 6-6.

In 130-plus years of football, IU has played in 10 bowl games; 6 of them 
coming in Mallory’s 13 seasons. His 1987 team did something no other 
IU team ever has done: beat Ohio State and Michigan in the same 
season. �e Ohio State win, 31-10 at Columbus, ended a 36-year 
winless stretch for the Hoosiers against the Buckeyes, dating to the day 
in 1951 when Sandusky, Ohio, high school junior Bill Mallory sat in the 
stands and watched IU give Woody Hayes his rst Buckeye coaching 
loss, 32-10. 

In between those games, Mallory was recruited by Ara Parseghian at 
Miami, was John Pont’s rst captain there, and later coached under 

Hayes at Ohio State – including the Buckeyes’ national-championship season in 
1968. National-championship coaching sta�s become hot names. Mallory coached 
ve years at Miami (went 39-12, a .765 average that topped .737 for Hayes and .692 
for Bo Schembechler there).

Next was Colorado, where his team won a Big Eight title, played in the Orange 
Bowl, and went 35-21-1 in ve seasons, not good enough at a place that went 
13-41-1 in the next ve seasons. In two years at Northern Illinois, his teams went 
25-19, won a conference championship and a bowl game, earning an invitation 
from Indiana University.

But all those reasons for why 
Bill Mallory ought to be in 
another Hall of Fame are not 
why he is entering this one. 
Since his career ended, Bill has 
redirected his contributions to 
the Bloomington and Monroe 
County community. Let us 
count some of the ways: was a 
fund-raiser/speaker here for 
the Boys and Girls
Club, Children’s Organ 
Transplant Association, Jill’s 
House and Salvation Army – 
and “Kissed the Pig” to 

stimulate more contributions at the Monroe County Fair. For ve years, he ran a 
football camp for youth and middle-school coaches. He did volunteer things for the 
Bloomington City Recreation Dept., on Bloomington Hospital Health and Wellness 
Committee, Phi Kappa Tau and his church. Wife Ellie was just as active, there with 
him in all but maybe the  pig-kissing.

Athlete. Coach. Contributor. Humanitarian.

�at’s a good start for describing Bill Mallory.

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

�e life of Angelo Pizzo is … like a movie script. Surprise.

Local kid grows up in an atmosphere he loves, much of it IU football or basketball-related. 
He dreams a dream, lives it, it takes him to Hollywood, and he comes back, bringing the 
dream and Hollywood with him.

A really good movie needs con�ict. “Hoosiers” isn’t really the Milan story because the real 
Milan story had no con�ict. So there’s some con�ict in the Angelo Pizzo story, sure. What 
commonly comes in the process of making one of his screen plays into a movie is pale 
beside the mental con�ict of putting together a magni�cent work. You, the writer, can see 
the �lm, see the ideal stars in place, feel the audience reacting all the right ways in all the 
right places and actually selling it to a would-be producer, who then �nds no one to put up 
the money to make it happen.

In a Bloom magazine interview years ago, another great writing talent who emerged from 
Bloomington, Michael Koryta, was the questioner who asked Angelo: “Is it fair to say that 
80 percent of screenplays that are sold are never made?” �e Pizzo response: “Try 99 
percent.”

By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

ANGELO PIZZO
PIZZO’S WORKS ARE LASTING CONTRIBUTIONS

Mickey Mantle, the Harlem Globetrotters, a penalized but innocence-proclaiming basketball 
“�xer,” a Navajo war hero, an integration-over-segregation triumph with basketball at the 
center, those are among – actually a tiny representation of – the Pizzo treasures that haven’t 
found a camera yet.  Ask Angelo’s innards. �at’s con�ict.

And then there’s “Hoosiers.”

What Angelo and college-through-lifetime friend David Anspaugh did to interpret classic 
Indiana high school basketball for the unenlightened is now more than 30 years old and still 
stands where it has from its start: always a top-echelon contender for greatest sports movie ever 
made.

With the arrival of class basketball in Indiana in 1997, “Hoosiers” became something more: the 
last living reminder of how things used to be, when one team and one team only – in this case 
tiny Hickory – was the high school basketball champion of all Indiana. And Indiana knew it. 
And cared.

Angelo came out of University High School without an athletic letter but a passion 
for athletics, particularly the cream-and-crimson kind he had grown up following at 
hometown Indiana University. �rough undergraduate work at IU and graduate 
studies in his chosen �eld at Southern Cal, through breaking-in years and 
prove-yourself experiences and �nally triumphal times, that IU passion never 
changed.

He told yet another great Bloomington-raised writer, Jon Wertheim, for Sports 
Illustrated of the internal con�ict that passion caused him in March 1987.

“We (Hoosiers, which came out in 1986) were nominated for two Academy Awards 
… But that year the Academy Awards were on the same night as the NCAA 
basketball championship game. And who was in it? Indiana. How could I not watch 
my team play for the title?” An experiment at Oscar rehearsals the night before 
showed him he couldn’t smuggle in a tiny Sony Watchman and do both. “So I called 
David (Anspaugh): ‘I can’t go to the Academy Awards. I can’t miss the game.’”

And David, with the same passions, couldn’t either.

“We gave away our tickets to the Oscars and stayed home, �ipping over to the broadcast only when our categories came up. We didn’t 
win either award. But Indiana beat Syracuse to win the national title. �e next day the Bloomington newspaper – I have this framed – 
had this headline: IU WINS NCAA CROWN. ‘HOOSIERS’ CREATORS WATCH IU, NOT OSCARS.”

“Rudy,” another iconic sports movie, followed for Pizzo and Anspaugh. Just last fall, the newest Pizzo �lm, “My All-American,” 
came out, this time self-directed. �e touch, the tug at the heartstrings while telling an essentially true sports tale, hasn’t changed.

A few years ago, Angelo gave up staying in long-range contact with IU athletics and moved with his family back to Bloomington, 
without a slowdown in his own production pace. He built into his production contract for �lming “My All-American” that he could 
leave Texas and be back in Bloomington on home football Saturdays, and for can’t-miss basketball times. He considered it “just a 
matter of time” before pal David Anspaugh, a native of Decatur but just as much an IU zealot, would make the same return. 
Anspaugh did it more than a year ago, taking a teaching role at IU and continuing his own movie life.

With this sixth Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame banquet, Angelo is inducted as a Contributor. It’s a category that allows for 
broad inclusion, all of which – in the best of years and selections – works down to a county-wide shared feeling of: “Aren’t we proud, 
and lucky, to be the home of … !”

�e blank was �lled in this year with the name Angelo Pizzo, and the overwhelming answer is yes!
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Dr. Dan Grossman was a darned good football player, in high school and 
college. His Dad was both of those and an NFL player. Dan’s son was all 
of those-plus: college All-American, SEC Player of the Year, Heisman 
runner-up, rst-round NFL draft choice, starting quarterback in the 
Super Bowl.

We’re talking of Rex Daniel Grossman, Rex Daniel Jr., and Rex Daniel 
III.

�e Rex who started it all was All-State in the 1940s at Huntington High 
before playing quarterback and kicking for Bo McMillin at IU. From 
there he went on to play for the Baltimore Colts, primarily as a kicker but 
also some at linebacker before retiring to start a construction business in 
Bloomington. Dan never saw his Dad play -- even on lm – but there are 
pictures, and memories, and legends. For example: the last points, the 
winning margin, in the last IU game he played, a 16-14 victory over 
Purdue in 1947, came on Rex Grossman’s eld goal. 

“I was very proud of my father,” Dr. Dan says, “very proud to grow up 
with his name. And I was very proud to pass it along to my son. And I was 
even prouder when he turned out to be a much more successful NFL 
player than my father.”

About that name-passing:  “My Dad died June 13, 1980; Rex was born 
August 23rd. So, two months after my Dad died, here was a new baby boy. 
What are you going to call him … Ralph?” Dr. Dan is very, very happy 
with his own lot in life, too, including his own excellence in athletics that 

DAN GROSSMAN

is the key to his inclusion in this sixth Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
induction class.

He played everything in high school, including winning the IHSAA’s 
mental attitude award for helping Bloomington to a state runner-up nish 
in baseball in 1969. But football was his passion. He was All-State quarter-
back – passed for 19 touchdowns and ran for 21 on the 10-0 team that 
launched the record BHS/South 60-game winning streak. �en he played 
three years at IU, the last a rarity – while a rst-year student in IU’s School 
of Medicine. 

Football ended there, in favor of a career that has made him one of the most 
successful and renowned eye surgeons of his time. Successful, renowned, 
and happy-grateful. “In this building,” he said in the Eye Center that is his 
playing eld, “every time I go by an employee and they say ‘How you doing?’ 
I always say, ‘Best day ever!’ And I mean it. I’m all in on that. Attitude is the 
reason some people ¤ourish and some don’t.”

He credits football for that philosophy. One day in particular, when there 
wasn’t a football or a goalpost in sight.

It was the spring of his junior year at Bloomington High. He had been a 
running back/linebacker on an 8-1-1 team the fall before. “We were very 
talented – o§ense, defense, kickers,” he says. “We won, but it just wasn’t fun, 
wasn’t a good environment. �e attitude got kind of … intense.

“Coach (Fred) Hu§ gured it out. He called me into his oªce in the 
spring of 1968, sat me down, and he really got emotional. He said, ‘I 
hated last season. It just didn’t work the way it should have. But here’s 
the deal. You are the quarterback, you are the leader, this is your team. 
I’m going to call the plays, but the attitude is on your back.’

“From that day forward, I put out the most positive vibes I could. I didn’t 
tell people about that conversation. I said, ‘Coach did tell me I’m the 
captain next year.’ We had workouts on our own – we started in April. 
(Hu§ ’s assistant) Al Gallo and I got together and we started working on 
the sprint option, all kinds of stu§. And the attitude of the team the 
following year was black and white – completely di§erent.

“I sure wasn’t the sole entity. �at attitude not only permeated the 
football team, it permeated the basketball team, track … the swimming 
team and wrestling team won state championships, baseball we went to 
the nal game – everything! �e whole high school got into this thing, 
‘We can win. We’re the best. Here we go, Panthers, here we go (clap, 
clap).’ Bam! It took o§.

“Everybody bought into it. Not only athletics, academics – the National 
Honor Society had more students. It was an incredible wave of – 
whoom! And it lasted for several years.”

And for Dr. Dan Grossman: “Truthfully, I think that day in Fred Hu§ ’s 
oªce was a game-changer for me for the rest of my life. I think I’m 
sitting where I am because of that day.”

He’s sitting on top of his world, a world in which family is everything. 
For him and wife Maureen, “Our daughters came along, and they were 
very good swimmers. Amy was best in the water. Ashley was a good 
all-round athlete. And they were also very good on horses. �ey were fun 
to watch coming up.”

Little brother Rex didn’t always do a lot of watching. “At their swim 
meets or a horse show, Rex would always have a ball along – sometimes a 
roundball, sometimes a football, but he’d get bored and he’d always have 
a ball. �en as he started playing Junior Football, it was pretty obvious he 
was pretty good.

“He was a running back through seventh grade. By eighth grade, his 
mother insisted, ‘It’s time to play quarterback. You’re not going to be a 
running back in high school or college.’ And I said, ‘You’re right.’ ”

Nobody had more fun, more thrills, in young Rex’s football evolution 
than his Dad – through “Mr. Football” days on leading a 15-0 state 
champion as a senior at South to recognition as the best quarterback in 
college football at Florida, to a long NFL career highlighted by the 2006 
National Conference championship that put him in Super Bowl XLI 
opposite Peyton Manning and the Colts. Rex beat his Dad into the 
Monroe County Hall; he was one of the youngest ever when he was 
inducted in 2012.

But for proud Dad, his highlight memories of Rex III’s career start with 
the day the two of them were riding home his junior year after his team 

lost in the state championship game. “Very little was said until we got to about the Monroe County line, and he said, ‘Dad, don’t 
worry. Next year, we’re going to win it all.’

“Out of that conversation came their 1998 theme: ‘Unnished business.’ 
‘We had a great year. �is year, we will nish it.’

 “Once again, another example of how attitude plays such a role in all this. It is so imperative. You have to be inspired when you walk 
onto that court, onto that eld. You have to feel the adrenaline. You have to feel it, and play it. 

“And, you have to appreciate every single thing. Gratitude is important, too.

“It’s a privilege just to be here on earth, standing up vertically and having fun. It’s an honor and a privilege every day. I’ve had an 
interesting life, growing up here in Bloomington. I’ve had a good run – at knowing people. When you start putting on the rewind 
button – wow!

“And this (Hall of Fame induction) is a very big honor. I was thrilled when Rex got in. 

“I just think this is a really neat thing.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

DICK SPARKS
SPARKS SOARED WITH THE BEST

For 27 years, Dick Sparks �ew the friendly skies as a corporate pilot, 
separating himself from the common man, you could say.

“I enjoyed separating myself from Mother Earth anytime I could,” he 
says.

Looking back, Sparks has separated himself from ordinary men for 
most of his 74 years on Mother Earth, especially on the basketball 
court and baseball diamond.

He came as close as any Monroe County lad ever did to making the 
big leagues, rising to Triple-A level in the minor leagues in the San 
Francisco Giants organization.

On the basketball court, he was a key member of Keith Rhodes’s 
Bloomington High squad that made it to the 1960 state �nals -- at a 
time when there were no classes separating the 690 high schools in 
the state. 

Pitching three years for Marvin Groh, Sparks never lost a game in 21 
high school decisions.

He went on to play both baseball and basketball at Indiana University, 
distinguishing himself in both sports.

In his sophomore year at IU, Sparks started 10 games for the great Branch 
McCracken and still holds the single-game record for rebounds against 
Michigan State (19). In baseball that season, he won six games and caught 
the eye of the White Sox and Reds. �e White Sox o�ered him what 
amounted to $30,000 in salary and bene�ts, and he accepted.

“I went out and bought me a 1963 Ford �underbird and put the rest in 
the bank,” he says. “Back then, there was no draft. It was an open market, 
and you were a commodity. Whoever was courting you, that’s who you 
went with.”

He ultimately wound up in the Giants organization and ascended to the 
Giants Triple-A squad in Phoenix. �at put him in spring training with 
the likes of Orlando Cepeda, Bobby Bonds and a future Hall of Famer, 
Willie Mays.

“Willie was great,” Sparks says. “He was a private person, but a good 
person. We goofed around a lot playing ‘pepper’ in the out�eld and stu� 
like that. He wasn’t outspoken like some of the other players, but there was 
no question about his athleticism.”

In 1967, Sparks was on the verge of making “�e Show,” as he puts it, 
but arm trouble scuttled his career.

“I was 5-0 when we came to Indianapolis (to play the Triple-A Indians),” 
he says. “Marvin Groh had the whole (Bloomington High) baseball 
team there at Bush Field. I had a good game, lost 3-2, and sort of went 
downhill from there. A strain on my elbow took its toll, and the Giants 
released me in ’68.”

If you think Sparks plays the “what-if ” game, think again.

“I achieved professional status,” he says. “It’s the ultimate level, even if 
it’s just the minor leagues.”

Even though Sparks left IU after his sophomore year, he still got his 
degree – and then some. As a part of his contract with the White Sox, 
Sparks received $1,000 toward each semester of college he attended. He 
not only got his bachelor’s degree, but also his master’s. He used that 
education to get a pilot’s license and �y for the Kroger Company for over 
a quarter of a century. He retired in 2011.

He credits the coaches he had a Bloomington High for his athletic 
success, even the ones he didn’t play for such as football coach Fred Hu� 

and wrestling coach Cli�ord “Two-Bit” Myers.

“With Marvin, Fred, Two-Bit and Coach Rhodes you learned to be 
fundamentally sound,” Sparks says. “�ey were all on the same page. 
And they wanted you to be a gentleman, to be a responsible individual 
in every way a human being should be.”

Sparks now joins his brother Dan, a 2013 inductee into the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame for his great career as a basketball player 
and coach.

“My brother deserved to go in before I did,” Dick says. “He was just a 
rail of a kid who went on to kick butt. I am just extremely honored to be 
considered. It’s a tremendous feeling to be a part of that. It was the 
farthest thing from my mind. I always felt like I was just an average 
bloke.”

Hardly average at all.

Photos courtesy of IU Archives



By Bob Hammel
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

DAN GROSSMAN
GREATNESS A GROSSMAN FAMILY TRADITION

Dr. Dan Grossman was a darned good football player, in high school and 
college. His Dad was both of those and an NFL player. Dan’s son was all 
of those-plus: college All-American, SEC Player of the Year, Heisman 
runner-up, rst-round NFL draft choice, starting quarterback in the 
Super Bowl.

We’re talking of Rex Daniel Grossman, Rex Daniel Jr., and Rex Daniel 
III.

�e Rex who started it all was All-State in the 1940s at Huntington High 
before playing quarterback and kicking for Bo McMillin at IU. From 
there he went on to play for the Baltimore Colts, primarily as a kicker but 
also some at linebacker before retiring to start a construction business in 
Bloomington. Dan never saw his Dad play -- even on lm – but there are 
pictures, and memories, and legends. For example: the last points, the 
winning margin, in the last IU game he played, a 16-14 victory over 
Purdue in 1947, came on Rex Grossman’s eld goal. 

“I was very proud of my father,” Dr. Dan says, “very proud to grow up 
with his name. And I was very proud to pass it along to my son. And I was 
even prouder when he turned out to be a much more successful NFL 
player than my father.”

About that name-passing:  “My Dad died June 13, 1980; Rex was born 
August 23rd. So, two months after my Dad died, here was a new baby boy. 
What are you going to call him … Ralph?” Dr. Dan is very, very happy 
with his own lot in life, too, including his own excellence in athletics that 

is the key to his inclusion in this sixth Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
induction class.

He played everything in high school, including winning the IHSAA’s 
mental attitude award for helping Bloomington to a state runner-up nish 
in baseball in 1969. But football was his passion. He was All-State quarter-
back – passed for 19 touchdowns and ran for 21 on the 10-0 team that 
launched the record BHS/South 60-game winning streak. �en he played 
three years at IU, the last a rarity – while a rst-year student in IU’s School 
of Medicine. 

Football ended there, in favor of a career that has made him one of the most 
successful and renowned eye surgeons of his time. Successful, renowned, 
and happy-grateful. “In this building,” he said in the Eye Center that is his 
playing eld, “every time I go by an employee and they say ‘How you doing?’ 
I always say, ‘Best day ever!’ And I mean it. I’m all in on that. Attitude is the 
reason some people ¤ourish and some don’t.”

He credits football for that philosophy. One day in particular, when there 
wasn’t a football or a goalpost in sight.

It was the spring of his junior year at Bloomington High. He had been a 
running back/linebacker on an 8-1-1 team the fall before. “We were very 
talented – o§ense, defense, kickers,” he says. “We won, but it just wasn’t fun, 
wasn’t a good environment. �e attitude got kind of … intense.

“Coach (Fred) Hu§ gured it out. He called me into his oªce in the 
spring of 1968, sat me down, and he really got emotional. He said, ‘I 
hated last season. It just didn’t work the way it should have. But here’s 
the deal. You are the quarterback, you are the leader, this is your team. 
I’m going to call the plays, but the attitude is on your back.’

“From that day forward, I put out the most positive vibes I could. I didn’t 
tell people about that conversation. I said, ‘Coach did tell me I’m the 
captain next year.’ We had workouts on our own – we started in April. 
(Hu§ ’s assistant) Al Gallo and I got together and we started working on 
the sprint option, all kinds of stu§. And the attitude of the team the 
following year was black and white – completely di§erent.

“I sure wasn’t the sole entity. �at attitude not only permeated the 
football team, it permeated the basketball team, track … the swimming 
team and wrestling team won state championships, baseball we went to 
the nal game – everything! �e whole high school got into this thing, 
‘We can win. We’re the best. Here we go, Panthers, here we go (clap, 
clap).’ Bam! It took o§.

“Everybody bought into it. Not only athletics, academics – the National 
Honor Society had more students. It was an incredible wave of – 
whoom! And it lasted for several years.”

And for Dr. Dan Grossman: “Truthfully, I think that day in Fred Hu§ ’s 
oªce was a game-changer for me for the rest of my life. I think I’m 
sitting where I am because of that day.”

He’s sitting on top of his world, a world in which family is everything. 
For him and wife Maureen, “Our daughters came along, and they were 
very good swimmers. Amy was best in the water. Ashley was a good 
all-round athlete. And they were also very good on horses. �ey were fun 
to watch coming up.”

Little brother Rex didn’t always do a lot of watching. “At their swim 
meets or a horse show, Rex would always have a ball along – sometimes a 
roundball, sometimes a football, but he’d get bored and he’d always have 
a ball. �en as he started playing Junior Football, it was pretty obvious he 
was pretty good.

“He was a running back through seventh grade. By eighth grade, his 
mother insisted, ‘It’s time to play quarterback. You’re not going to be a 
running back in high school or college.’ And I said, ‘You’re right.’ ”

Nobody had more fun, more thrills, in young Rex’s football evolution 
than his Dad – through “Mr. Football” days on leading a 15-0 state 
champion as a senior at South to recognition as the best quarterback in 
college football at Florida, to a long NFL career highlighted by the 2006 
National Conference championship that put him in Super Bowl XLI 
opposite Peyton Manning and the Colts. Rex beat his Dad into the 
Monroe County Hall; he was one of the youngest ever when he was 
inducted in 2012.

But for proud Dad, his highlight memories of Rex III’s career start with 
the day the two of them were riding home his junior year after his team 

lost in the state championship game. “Very little was said until we got to about the Monroe County line, and he said, ‘Dad, don’t 
worry. Next year, we’re going to win it all.’

“Out of that conversation came their 1998 theme: ‘Unnished business.’ 
‘We had a great year. �is year, we will nish it.’

 “Once again, another example of how attitude plays such a role in all this. It is so imperative. You have to be inspired when you walk 
onto that court, onto that eld. You have to feel the adrenaline. You have to feel it, and play it. 

“And, you have to appreciate every single thing. Gratitude is important, too.

“It’s a privilege just to be here on earth, standing up vertically and having fun. It’s an honor and a privilege every day. I’ve had an 
interesting life, growing up here in Bloomington. I’ve had a good run – at knowing people. When you start putting on the rewind 
button – wow!

“And this (Hall of Fame induction) is a very big honor. I was thrilled when Rex got in. 

“I just think this is a really neat thing.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives

For 27 years, Dick Sparks �ew the friendly skies as a corporate pilot, 
separating himself from the common man, you could say.

“I enjoyed separating myself from Mother Earth anytime I could,” he 
says.

Looking back, Sparks has separated himself from ordinary men for 
most of his 74 years on Mother Earth, especially on the basketball 
court and baseball diamond.

He came as close as any Monroe County lad ever did to making the 
big leagues, rising to Triple-A level in the minor leagues in the San 
Francisco Giants organization.

On the basketball court, he was a key member of Keith Rhodes’s 
Bloomington High squad that made it to the 1960 state �nals -- at a 
time when there were no classes separating the 690 high schools in 
the state. 

Pitching three years for Marvin Groh, Sparks never lost a game in 21 
high school decisions.

DICK SPARKS

He went on to play both baseball and basketball at Indiana University, 
distinguishing himself in both sports.

In his sophomore year at IU, Sparks started 10 games for the great Branch 
McCracken and still holds the single-game record for rebounds against 
Michigan State (19). In baseball that season, he won six games and caught 
the eye of the White Sox and Reds. �e White Sox o�ered him what 
amounted to $30,000 in salary and bene�ts, and he accepted.

“I went out and bought me a 1963 Ford �underbird and put the rest in 
the bank,” he says. “Back then, there was no draft. It was an open market, 
and you were a commodity. Whoever was courting you, that’s who you 
went with.”

He ultimately wound up in the Giants organization and ascended to the 
Giants Triple-A squad in Phoenix. �at put him in spring training with 
the likes of Orlando Cepeda, Bobby Bonds and a future Hall of Famer, 
Willie Mays.

“Willie was great,” Sparks says. “He was a private person, but a good 
person. We goofed around a lot playing ‘pepper’ in the out�eld and stu� 
like that. He wasn’t outspoken like some of the other players, but there was 
no question about his athleticism.”

In 1967, Sparks was on the verge of making “�e Show,” as he puts it, 
but arm trouble scuttled his career.

“I was 5-0 when we came to Indianapolis (to play the Triple-A Indians),” 
he says. “Marvin Groh had the whole (Bloomington High) baseball 
team there at Bush Field. I had a good game, lost 3-2, and sort of went 
downhill from there. A strain on my elbow took its toll, and the Giants 
released me in ’68.”

If you think Sparks plays the “what-if ” game, think again.

“I achieved professional status,” he says. “It’s the ultimate level, even if 
it’s just the minor leagues.”

Even though Sparks left IU after his sophomore year, he still got his 
degree – and then some. As a part of his contract with the White Sox, 
Sparks received $1,000 toward each semester of college he attended. He 
not only got his bachelor’s degree, but also his master’s. He used that 
education to get a pilot’s license and �y for the Kroger Company for over 
a quarter of a century. He retired in 2011.

He credits the coaches he had a Bloomington High for his athletic 
success, even the ones he didn’t play for such as football coach Fred Hu� 

and wrestling coach Cli�ord “Two-Bit” Myers.

“With Marvin, Fred, Two-Bit and Coach Rhodes you learned to be 
fundamentally sound,” Sparks says. “�ey were all on the same page. 
And they wanted you to be a gentleman, to be a responsible individual 
in every way a human being should be.”

Sparks now joins his brother Dan, a 2013 inductee into the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame for his great career as a basketball player 
and coach.

“My brother deserved to go in before I did,” Dick says. “He was just a 
rail of a kid who went on to kick butt. I am just extremely honored to be 
considered. It’s a tremendous feeling to be a part of that. It was the 
farthest thing from my mind. I always felt like I was just an average 
bloke.”

Hardly average at all.

Photos courtesy of IU Archives



MARVIN GROH

Bloomington’s 1972 state baseball championship game against South Adams was 
well under way when Panther coach Marvin Groh asked ace pitcher Tony Siedl to 
warm up in case fellow ace and starter Rick Carmichael required relief.

Sam Smith, who led that ‘72 BHS team in home runs, laughed heartily as he recalled 
Siedl’s incredulous response to Groh: “Why should I warm up? He’s throwing a 
no-hitter!”

Carmichael maintained a no-hitter through 6 innings before closing out a 3-0 win 
that gave Bloomington what remains the city’s lone state baseball crown. Siedl and 
teammates usually followed Groh’s directives unhesitatingly and were the better for 
it.

�e spirit of Groh, who passed away in 1977, will infuse this weekend’s festivities as 
many of the 1972 Panthers, along with families and friends, reconvene in Blooming-
ton to celebrate the 40th anniversary of their championship.

“�e truth is, Marvin Groh was really like a father to most of us,” Jerry Kemp, the 
third baseman and multi-sport All-State athlete, said as he and some fellow 
Panthers gathered at Yogi’s Grill & Bar for Joe Smith’s “Sportstalk” radio show. 
“�e kind of things Marvin taught us have stuck with the guys their entire lives.”

Jack Ryan, who along with twin brother John comprised two-thirds of the starting 
BHS out�eld (and had the top two batting averages in the regular lineup), said he 
expected the camaraderie to re-engage quickly. “It was just a really good group of 
guys that stuck together,” Ryan recalled. “Nobody had no money, really. We’d go to 
a ballgame and get a Coke, and that’d be about it, but we enjoyed being around 
each other. We got along really well. We bonded. It was a team deal. �at’s what it 
was.”

�at’s re�ected in statistics for the 28-3 squad. None of the Panther hitters sported 
particularly gaudy individual numbers, but collectively the o¢ense was solid. 
Pitching, defense and speed were manifest strengths. BHS had a team 
earned-run-average of 1.22. �e Panthers stole 88 bases.

Siedl (12-1, 1.05 ERA), Carmichael (9-1, 0,51) and Bill Bu¥e (6-1, 
2.40, 64 strikeouts in 42 innings) were the primary pitchers, with Bu¥e 
playing shortstop while the others were pitching, which was almost 
always the case through the 9-0 tournament run.

Joining John Ryan (.338 batting average) and Jack Ryan (.318) in the 
out�eld was swift left�elder Rick Gibbs, who had 20 steals and a 
team-high 31 runs. Joining Kemp (a team-high 22 RBI), Smith (four 
homers) and Bu¥e (.304) in the regular in�eld were �rst-baseman Kevin 
McDevitt (.306) and catcher Dennis McGuire, a defensive standout and 
team leader.

It was McGuire’s bases-loaded double o¢ the brick wall in right-center 
at old Bush Stadium that helped the Panthers past Hammond Morton, 

5-4, in the 1972 state semi�nals. And it was McGuire who helped conduct workouts one 
afternoon when Groh, apparently not pleased with Panther situation at that juncture, 
simply left the equipment bag at the diamond for practice, with no coaches present.

“Coach Groh was hard to play for in some ways, but he got the best out of you,” Ryan 
said of the coach who, in a 25-year span helming BHS baseball starting in 1948, went 
352-76 (.822 winning percentage). “He’d take a mediocre ballplayer and make a good 
ballplayer out of him.”

Probably not too many challenges daunted Groh after his service with a bomb-disposal 
in the South Paci�c during World War II. But he came home with asthma issues that 
plagued him for the rest of his life, according to his daughter Cheryl, who as an 
eighth-grader kept a scrapbook on the 1972 baseball team.

BHS won three state titles that season, two coming on the same February day courtesy 
of the wrestling and swimming and diving squads, and uno¥cially it was four: the 
football Panthers (for whom Groh was an assistant coach) went 10-0, amidst their 
legendary 60-game winnings streak, and were “mythical” state champs.

Kemp said the lessons Groh imparted were conducive to such success.

“I think maybe the most important thing he taught us was to work as a team — not to try 
to be a hero, but to know what your job was, to do it to the best of your ability and never 
give up,” Kemp said. “And he taught us respect for each other.

“Back during those times, there was a whole lot of chaos going on, but we didn’t have that 
on our team. We respected each other. We worked together. We didn’t have to be exactly 
alike — nobody cared about that. We respected hard work. And we had all of Marvin’s 
sayings bonding us together.”

During Groh’s post-championship speech to Bloomington’s Eastside Lions Club at the 
Indiana Memorial Union as reported in the Bloomington Herald-Telephone, the 
audience got a sense of that.

“I’m supposed to tell you the reasons we won the state baseball tournament,” Groh told 
the Lions. “I could tell you we won because we had the best out�eld in Indiana; that we 
had good-control pitching; that we had great speed on the basepaths; that our hitting was 
a little above average. But I don’t think this is what you want to hear. I think you want to 
know the deep-down, nitty-gritty reasons for our success.”

Groh then shared the message he had delivered to his team before the season began.

“At the beginning of the season, I wanted to accomplish three things with the team. If 
success went along with these things, so much the better. I wanted everyone to have a 
lot of fun. Now, that might sound a little corny, but I told our kids that we weren’t going 
at this thing as a life or death matter. We won’t need to practice on Saturday, I said. We 
don’t have to practice during vacations. Baseball is a game to be enjoyed, and I wanted 
to treat it that way.

“Second, I wanted the kids to develop a mutual respect for each other; to develop 
respect for each other as people, not third basemen or pitchers, but as individuals.

“And thirdly, I wanted the season to leave something with the boys other than won-loss 
records; something that could help them long after a state championship.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives



By Andy Graham
Bloomington Herald-Times May 10, 2012

MARVIN GROH
THANKS TO MARVIN, BLOOMINGTON BASEBALL STILL ‘GROH-ING’

Bloomington’s 1972 state baseball championship game against South Adams was 
well under way when Panther coach Marvin Groh asked ace pitcher Tony Siedl to 
warm up in case fellow ace and starter Rick Carmichael required relief.

Sam Smith, who led that ‘72 BHS team in home runs, laughed heartily as he recalled 
Siedl’s incredulous response to Groh: “Why should I warm up? He’s throwing a 
no-hitter!”

Carmichael maintained a no-hitter through 6 innings before closing out a 3-0 win 
that gave Bloomington what remains the city’s lone state baseball crown. Siedl and 
teammates usually followed Groh’s directives unhesitatingly and were the better for 
it.

�e spirit of Groh, who passed away in 1977, will infuse this weekend’s festivities as 
many of the 1972 Panthers, along with families and friends, reconvene in Blooming-
ton to celebrate the 40th anniversary of their championship.

“�e truth is, Marvin Groh was really like a father to most of us,” Jerry Kemp, the 
third baseman and multi-sport All-State athlete, said as he and some fellow 
Panthers gathered at Yogi’s Grill & Bar for Joe Smith’s “Sportstalk” radio show. 
“�e kind of things Marvin taught us have stuck with the guys their entire lives.”

Jack Ryan, who along with twin brother John comprised two-thirds of the starting 
BHS out�eld (and had the top two batting averages in the regular lineup), said he 
expected the camaraderie to re-engage quickly. “It was just a really good group of 
guys that stuck together,” Ryan recalled. “Nobody had no money, really. We’d go to 
a ballgame and get a Coke, and that’d be about it, but we enjoyed being around 
each other. We got along really well. We bonded. It was a team deal. �at’s what it 
was.”

�at’s re�ected in statistics for the 28-3 squad. None of the Panther hitters sported 
particularly gaudy individual numbers, but collectively the o¢ense was solid. 
Pitching, defense and speed were manifest strengths. BHS had a team 
earned-run-average of 1.22. �e Panthers stole 88 bases.

Siedl (12-1, 1.05 ERA), Carmichael (9-1, 0,51) and Bill Bu¥e (6-1, 
2.40, 64 strikeouts in 42 innings) were the primary pitchers, with Bu¥e 
playing shortstop while the others were pitching, which was almost 
always the case through the 9-0 tournament run.

Joining John Ryan (.338 batting average) and Jack Ryan (.318) in the 
out�eld was swift left�elder Rick Gibbs, who had 20 steals and a 
team-high 31 runs. Joining Kemp (a team-high 22 RBI), Smith (four 
homers) and Bu¥e (.304) in the regular in�eld were �rst-baseman Kevin 
McDevitt (.306) and catcher Dennis McGuire, a defensive standout and 
team leader.

It was McGuire’s bases-loaded double o¢ the brick wall in right-center 
at old Bush Stadium that helped the Panthers past Hammond Morton, 

5-4, in the 1972 state semi�nals. And it was McGuire who helped conduct workouts one 
afternoon when Groh, apparently not pleased with Panther situation at that juncture, 
simply left the equipment bag at the diamond for practice, with no coaches present.

“Coach Groh was hard to play for in some ways, but he got the best out of you,” Ryan 
said of the coach who, in a 25-year span helming BHS baseball starting in 1948, went 
352-76 (.822 winning percentage). “He’d take a mediocre ballplayer and make a good 
ballplayer out of him.”

Probably not too many challenges daunted Groh after his service with a bomb-disposal 
in the South Paci�c during World War II. But he came home with asthma issues that 
plagued him for the rest of his life, according to his daughter Cheryl, who as an 
eighth-grader kept a scrapbook on the 1972 baseball team.

BHS won three state titles that season, two coming on the same February day courtesy 
of the wrestling and swimming and diving squads, and uno¥cially it was four: the 
football Panthers (for whom Groh was an assistant coach) went 10-0, amidst their 
legendary 60-game winnings streak, and were “mythical” state champs.

Kemp said the lessons Groh imparted were conducive to such success.

“I think maybe the most important thing he taught us was to work as a team — not to try 
to be a hero, but to know what your job was, to do it to the best of your ability and never 
give up,” Kemp said. “And he taught us respect for each other.

“Back during those times, there was a whole lot of chaos going on, but we didn’t have that 
on our team. We respected each other. We worked together. We didn’t have to be exactly 
alike — nobody cared about that. We respected hard work. And we had all of Marvin’s 
sayings bonding us together.”

During Groh’s post-championship speech to Bloomington’s Eastside Lions Club at the 
Indiana Memorial Union as reported in the Bloomington Herald-Telephone, the 
audience got a sense of that.

“I’m supposed to tell you the reasons we won the state baseball tournament,” Groh told 
the Lions. “I could tell you we won because we had the best out�eld in Indiana; that we 
had good-control pitching; that we had great speed on the basepaths; that our hitting was 
a little above average. But I don’t think this is what you want to hear. I think you want to 
know the deep-down, nitty-gritty reasons for our success.”

Groh then shared the message he had delivered to his team before the season began.

“At the beginning of the season, I wanted to accomplish three things with the team. If 
success went along with these things, so much the better. I wanted everyone to have a 
lot of fun. Now, that might sound a little corny, but I told our kids that we weren’t going 
at this thing as a life or death matter. We won’t need to practice on Saturday, I said. We 
don’t have to practice during vacations. Baseball is a game to be enjoyed, and I wanted 
to treat it that way.

“Second, I wanted the kids to develop a mutual respect for each other; to develop 
respect for each other as people, not third basemen or pitchers, but as individuals.

“And thirdly, I wanted the season to leave something with the boys other than won-loss 
records; something that could help them long after a state championship.”
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To contact the board, please email us at mcshofmail@gmail.com
To learn more about the Hall of Fame visit www.MCSHOF.com

Signature Achievements
• Enshrined sixty six Monroe County residents into the Monroe County Hall of Fame as of summer 2016.

• Awarded 36 Scholarships and $24,000 to local high school athletes as of summer 2016.

• Produce one of Monroe County’s marquee summer events: 
   �e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame annual banquet.

Mission Statement
�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame is a not-for-pro�t organization. �e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame 
(Wall of Fame) is located in Fountain Square in downtown Bloomington. In addition to honoring past individuals 
for their achievements, the Hall of Fame encourages future generations of Monroe County student/athletes by 
awarding scholarship money to a male and female athlete from each of the public high schools in Monroe County. 
Each year an awards banquet is held to induct new members at the Monroe County Convention Center. Attendance 
has grown to over 300 and sells out every year.



MARSHALL GOSS

It was almost impossible to notice the di�erence in the ‘working’ Marshall Goss and the 
‘retired’ Marshall Goss.  And it will probably be that way until the long-time coach, 
nursery manager, writer, o�cial, and Hall of Fame planner, researcher and curator 
�nally decides enough is enough – which may never happen.  It’s just who he is.

In an ‘o�cial’ working capacity, Marshall did retire – from Indiana University just 
recently, Monday May 24 to be exact, at the age of 78.  But, like the Energizer Bunny, 
he plans to keep going, and going, and going……

Before his distinguished coaching career, �rst at Paris High School in Illinois from 
1960-64, then at Bloomington High/South from 1964-1985, then as an assistant at 
Indiana University from 1982-1999 before becoming head coach from 1999-2004, 
Goss was a pretty fair athlete himself.  He won eight varsity letters at Indiana Central 
University, winning the conference cross country championship in 1959 and the 
conference 440, 880 and mile relay three years running (1958-60), the conference 
record-holder in each event.
His coaching career really blossomed at Bloomington.  His predecessor, Bill Milne, was 

ready to retire and he and athletic director Vern Burns decided they needed a 
‘tough SOB’ as his replacement, and Milne told Burns, “I know who to call.”  
Without question it was the right call.

He led the Panthers to four conference titles, 14 sectional titles and one 
regional title in track. In cross country he guided the Panthers to 16 confer-
ence titles, 15 sectional titles, 10 regional titles and 13 top 10 state �nishes.

Ask him to name his favorite team, and it was not one of his best, but one of 
his most resilient.  “It was probably in 1968 or 1969 and our cross country 
team lost our top two runners who broke team rules – but we still won the 
conference and went on to state.  It was a team that worked hard, really 

improved and really jelled.”

“Many of our good athletes were athletes that weeded out of other sports.  I took 
great pride in that,” he added.

And while he was hesitant to pick his top athletes, he couldn’t resist talking about 
pole vaulter Dave Volz, a member of the Monroe County Hall of Fame inaugural 
class.

“Dave Volz is probably the best athlete ever to come out of Bloomington South, despite 
what others think,” Goss said.  “He could dunk a basketball in the eighth grade – just a 
tremendous athlete.”

Goss received many accolades for his coaching – Cross Country Coach of the Year in 
1973, Track and Field Coach of the Year in 1980, Conference Coach of the Year four 
times, head coach of the 1976 Indiana All-Star track and �eld team – just to name a few.
¥e coaching is just a small part of his legacy. He was the manager of o�cials for the 
Olympic Trials in Los Angeles in 1984 and Indianapolis in 1988 and received his greatest 
honor in ’84 – Manager of O�cials for the Olympic Games in Los Angeles.

“¥at was a lot of work, but a very fun time,” Goss said.  “I was there for three weeks, we 
had 205 o�cials for the Games, and I wrote a book about the policies for our o�cials.”  

He also was on sta� in the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, serving as the seeding clerk.

One of his ‘babies’ though, has been the Indiana Track and Field and Cross Country 
Hall of Fame Museum, which opened about 54 years ago in Terre Haute, of which he is 
director and founding member.  Goss has overseen all aspects of the opening and 
operation of the museum – from securing a building, to collecting artifacts, photos, 
stories and memorabilia, to assisting with the kiosks and displays visitors will see when 
they go to the Museum.  Included in the Museum is a picture and bio of every Indiana 
Track and Field athlete to compete in the Olympic Games.
“It’s truly been a labor of love,” Goss said.  “I had an idea and contacted people at the 
right time.  It was a 37-year culmination of an idea that has come to fruition.”

Ask him to name the best Indiana Olympian ever and he is quick to say ‘Ray Eury.  He 
was from Lafayette and won 8 gold medals in the early 1900s in the long jump, triple 
jump and high jump.  He later attended Purdue.”

¥e Hall of Fame Museum and grandkids -- Caleb, Anna and Will, who belong to son 
Christopher and daughter Elizabeth, will occupy most of his new-found ‘retirement.’

“I’ll go to the museum at least once a week and Ann (his wife of 54 years) and I will travel 
throughout the state looking for more stories and ideas for the museum,” Goss said.  “I go 
to the library in Indianapolis and do a lot of research at the Indianapolis Star.  I have 
plenty to do.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives



By Kit Klingelho�er
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
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NO STOPPING MARSHALL GOSS
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he plans to keep going, and going, and going……
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1960-64, then at Bloomington High/South from 1964-1985, then as an assistant at 
Indiana University from 1982-1999 before becoming head coach from 1999-2004, 
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ready to retire and he and athletic director Vern Burns decided they needed a 
‘tough SOB’ as his replacement, and Milne told Burns, “I know who to call.”  
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regional title in track. In cross country he guided the Panthers to 16 confer-
ence titles, 15 sectional titles, 10 regional titles and 13 top 10 state �nishes.
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team lost our top two runners who broke team rules – but we still won the 
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“Many of our good athletes were athletes that weeded out of other sports.  I took 
great pride in that,” he added.

And while he was hesitant to pick his top athletes, he couldn’t resist talking about 
pole vaulter Dave Volz, a member of the Monroe County Hall of Fame inaugural 
class.

“Dave Volz is probably the best athlete ever to come out of Bloomington South, despite 
what others think,” Goss said.  “He could dunk a basketball in the eighth grade – just a 
tremendous athlete.”

Goss received many accolades for his coaching – Cross Country Coach of the Year in 
1973, Track and Field Coach of the Year in 1980, Conference Coach of the Year four 
times, head coach of the 1976 Indiana All-Star track and �eld team – just to name a few.
¥e coaching is just a small part of his legacy. He was the manager of o�cials for the 
Olympic Trials in Los Angeles in 1984 and Indianapolis in 1988 and received his greatest 
honor in ’84 – Manager of O�cials for the Olympic Games in Los Angeles.

“¥at was a lot of work, but a very fun time,” Goss said.  “I was there for three weeks, we 
had 205 o�cials for the Games, and I wrote a book about the policies for our o�cials.”  

He also was on sta� in the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, serving as the seeding clerk.

One of his ‘babies’ though, has been the Indiana Track and Field and Cross Country 
Hall of Fame Museum, which opened about 54 years ago in Terre Haute, of which he is 
director and founding member.  Goss has overseen all aspects of the opening and 
operation of the museum – from securing a building, to collecting artifacts, photos, 
stories and memorabilia, to assisting with the kiosks and displays visitors will see when 
they go to the Museum.  Included in the Museum is a picture and bio of every Indiana 
Track and Field athlete to compete in the Olympic Games.
“It’s truly been a labor of love,” Goss said.  “I had an idea and contacted people at the 
right time.  It was a 37-year culmination of an idea that has come to fruition.”

Ask him to name the best Indiana Olympian ever and he is quick to say ‘Ray Eury.  He 
was from Lafayette and won 8 gold medals in the early 1900s in the long jump, triple 
jump and high jump.  He later attended Purdue.”

¥e Hall of Fame Museum and grandkids -- Caleb, Anna and Will, who belong to son 
Christopher and daughter Elizabeth, will occupy most of his new-found ‘retirement.’

“I’ll go to the museum at least once a week and Ann (his wife of 54 years) and I will travel 
throughout the state looking for more stories and ideas for the museum,” Goss said.  “I go 
to the library in Indianapolis and do a lot of research at the Indianapolis Star.  I have 
plenty to do.”
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BOB KIRK

Hard working.  Practical.  Pragmatic.  Determined. �ose are just a few adjectives 
that describe Bob Kirk, the �rst athlete from University High to be inducted into 
the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“One of things I’ve learned to do is to continue to move forward,” he said.  “You 
can’t give up when you have adversity.  �at’s been the key to my success.”

Step one. Kirk played football at University, where he was the only African-Amer-
ican male student and his sister was the only African-American female student, 
placed there by their father, who was a chemistry lab professor at IU and a pastor 
at Bethel AME church.  All-State as a two-way tackle and tri-captain of a 10-0 
team, Kirk was coached by Walter Gray, who was inducted into the Hall two years 
ago.  And a man who Kirk has the utmost respect for.

“Coach Gray made such a huge impact on my life,” Gray said.  “We had a great 
time with Coach Gray.  “He wasn’t loud, but he was very knowledgeable.  He was 
very understanding with his players.  He would be stern, instilling is us discipline, 
character and dedication.

“He said to me one time, “You know, Bob Kirk, you could be the next Earl Faison 
(an All-Big Ten and All-American at IU and a four-time All-Pro in the American 
Football League).  �at really inspired me to work hard.”

Step two.  College.  Minnesota looked at Kirk a little bit and he visited 
Tennessee State.  But as he said, “I was focused on IU.  Kirk and University 
had played against Mitchell High and their star running back, Terry Cole. 
Indiana University coach John Pont asked Cole, a running back at IU, about 
Kirk.  Apparently Cole’s words to Pont were, “get him.”  And Pont did.

So after being a part of University’s magical undefeated season in 1964, Kirk 
was a starting tackle on IU’s Cinderella season of 1967 – the Big Ten 
tri-championship and only Rose Bowl team in IU history, a team that went 
9-1 after winning only one game the year before. 

“When we started that season we were thinking, hey, let’s have a winning 
season,” Kirk said.  “But we worked hard and Coach Pont made some 
adjustments.  He changed our style to the way Alabama played, linemen in an 
all-four stance.  We blocked from the waist down, utilized our speed.”

Kirk especially remembers games that year at Michigan (“the vastness of 
their Stadium”) and at Michigan State (“we were not supposed to beat them”) 
and of course the 19-14 win over Purdue (“I helped spring Terry Cole on his 
long touchdown run”) that propelled them to the Rose Bowl.  And how did 
Kirk celebrate that win?  “I went home and ate hamburgers instead of going 
out and partying,” he laughed.

Unfortunately for Kirk, he didn’t get to participate in the Rose Bowl game.  
He su�ered a knee injury in a practice leading up the game, an event he still 
remembers to this day.  “I was pretending to be a defensive guy, it was a 
muddy day, I had two guys come at me and when they hit me, my feet just 
stuck in the mud.  It hurt me physically, emotionally and psychologically.  I 
was devastated by it.”

Although he came back to play his senior year at IU and was drafted by the 
Bu�alo Bills, the severe knee injury e�ectively ended his career, robbing him 
of the power and ¡exibility he had previously exhibited.

But, Kirk has enjoyed a varied life post-football.  He returned to school and 
earned an MBA from IU, a Masters of Arts in International A�airs from 
Ohio University and a Masters of Arts in Christian Studies from Luther Rice 
Seminary.  He served with the Peace Corps in Southern Africa during the 
Apartheid era in the 70s, and lived and worked in Southern Africa, the 
Middle East and East Africa for 17 years, including Egypt, Botswana and 
Lesotho.

He also reconnected with his wife, Diana, who he had met while students at 
McNutt Quad at IU.  �ey started a church in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
and support projects in Kenya.  Both are ordained ministers on sta� at Saint 
Phillip AME church in Atlanta, Ga. His blended family includes 4 children 
and 7 grandchildren. 

As he re¡ects he said, “I have been blessed to have had the opportunity to do 
some things that are special.  I’m humbled by it all and I take great pleasure in 
some of what we’ve done.

“I’ve had a very interesting life.  But it all comes back to Coach Gray, my father 
and my uncles.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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BOB KIRK
KIRK EXCELLED THANKS TO SHADES OF GRAY

Hard working.  Practical.  Pragmatic.  Determined. �ose are just a few adjectives 
that describe Bob Kirk, the �rst athlete from University High to be inducted into 
the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame.

“One of things I’ve learned to do is to continue to move forward,” he said.  “You 
can’t give up when you have adversity.  �at’s been the key to my success.”

Step one. Kirk played football at University, where he was the only African-Amer-
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placed there by their father, who was a chemistry lab professor at IU and a pastor 
at Bethel AME church.  All-State as a two-way tackle and tri-captain of a 10-0 
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(an All-Big Ten and All-American at IU and a four-time All-Pro in the American 
Football League).  �at really inspired me to work hard.”

Step two.  College.  Minnesota looked at Kirk a little bit and he visited 
Tennessee State.  But as he said, “I was focused on IU.  Kirk and University 
had played against Mitchell High and their star running back, Terry Cole. 
Indiana University coach John Pont asked Cole, a running back at IU, about 
Kirk.  Apparently Cole’s words to Pont were, “get him.”  And Pont did.

So after being a part of University’s magical undefeated season in 1964, Kirk 
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tri-championship and only Rose Bowl team in IU history, a team that went 
9-1 after winning only one game the year before. 

“When we started that season we were thinking, hey, let’s have a winning 
season,” Kirk said.  “But we worked hard and Coach Pont made some 
adjustments.  He changed our style to the way Alabama played, linemen in an 
all-four stance.  We blocked from the waist down, utilized our speed.”

Kirk especially remembers games that year at Michigan (“the vastness of 
their Stadium”) and at Michigan State (“we were not supposed to beat them”) 
and of course the 19-14 win over Purdue (“I helped spring Terry Cole on his 
long touchdown run”) that propelled them to the Rose Bowl.  And how did 
Kirk celebrate that win?  “I went home and ate hamburgers instead of going 
out and partying,” he laughed.

Unfortunately for Kirk, he didn’t get to participate in the Rose Bowl game.  
He su�ered a knee injury in a practice leading up the game, an event he still 
remembers to this day.  “I was pretending to be a defensive guy, it was a 
muddy day, I had two guys come at me and when they hit me, my feet just 
stuck in the mud.  It hurt me physically, emotionally and psychologically.  I 
was devastated by it.”

Although he came back to play his senior year at IU and was drafted by the 
Bu�alo Bills, the severe knee injury e�ectively ended his career, robbing him 
of the power and ¡exibility he had previously exhibited.

But, Kirk has enjoyed a varied life post-football.  He returned to school and 
earned an MBA from IU, a Masters of Arts in International A�airs from 
Ohio University and a Masters of Arts in Christian Studies from Luther Rice 
Seminary.  He served with the Peace Corps in Southern Africa during the 
Apartheid era in the 70s, and lived and worked in Southern Africa, the 
Middle East and East Africa for 17 years, including Egypt, Botswana and 
Lesotho.

He also reconnected with his wife, Diana, who he had met while students at 
McNutt Quad at IU.  �ey started a church in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
and support projects in Kenya.  Both are ordained ministers on sta� at Saint 
Phillip AME church in Atlanta, Ga. His blended family includes 4 children 
and 7 grandchildren. 

As he re¡ects he said, “I have been blessed to have had the opportunity to do 
some things that are special.  I’m humbled by it all and I take great pleasure in 
some of what we’ve done.

“I’ve had a very interesting life.  But it all comes back to Coach Gray, my father 
and my uncles.”
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Ask a senior citizen who the best player was to come out of Monroe 
County before there was a North, South and Edgewood, and the name 
Bobby Dobson will probably come up.

Dobson’s name is back on our minds after he passed away last week at 
the age of 80.

Dobson played for Bloomington High and was the county’s  rst 
Indiana All-Star when he was selected to the state’s 1949 squad. In the 
1949 all-star game, a 66-61 win over Kentucky, Dobson was named 
Star of Stars, the equivalent of the most valuable player award.

Dobson led the 1948-49 Bloomington squad to within one victory of 
the state  nals. Eventual state champion Jasper edged Bloomington in 
a memorable semistate  nal, 50-49.

It was Dobson who foiled a Jasper stall in the last four minutes with a 
steal and a lay-up for a 49-48 lead with 20 seconds left, only to have 
Jasper’s Bill Litch eld counter with a basket with 10 seconds left.

Bloomington’s Bobby Ayers, a guard on that team, recalled what 
happened next.

“I wanted to take the ball out and started to throw the ball in, but Bobby 
took it right out of my hands and took o� with it,” Ayers said from his 
Bloomington home last week. “We never did take it out, and the referees 
didn’t even notice.”

Dobson was the stu� of legend in his playing days as a high schooler and a 
college player.

He was the  rst Monroe County player to score 1,000 points, back in the 
days when freshmen didn’t play varsity and games were played in the 40s and 
low 50s. Dobson held that distinction for 13 years, until Ellettsville’s Vern 
Pfa� joined him as a 1,000-point scorer in 1962.

Dobson was a great uncle to Dan Grossman, the prominent Bloomington 
ophthalmologist who was a great athlete in his own days at Bloomington 
High.

“I just knew him a family legend,” Grossman said from his o�ce last week. 
“My grandmother, Gladys, always talked about him. He wasn’t just a 
basketball player. He also was a great baseball player.”

Dobson went on to play both basketball and baseball at Indiana 
in 1950-51. He was a basketball teammate of Bill Garrett, 
Bobby Masters, Sammy Miranda and Boll Toshe� on an IU 
team that went 19-3 and  nished No. 6 in the polls.

Dobson transferred to Purdue after that year and also lettered 
in two sports there, the rare athlete to letter at both universities.

Although he lived most of his adult life in Marion, Dobson is 
best remembered for his exploits as a 
Bloomington basketball player.

“He was fantastic — quick hands,” Ayers said. “I played against 
him when he was at St. Charles and I was at Fairview. ¡ey beat 
us, 18-4. He had the 18, and I had the four. ¡at’s how much 
better he was.”

“When he had the ball you better watch out, because as soon as 
he crossed the 10-second line he was going to shoot it,” said 
Don Shi¢et, a long-time referee and charter member of the 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. 
“He was also a pretty good defender. He had a way of slapping 
up at the ball. He was a dandy.”

Ayers also remembers Dobson being as good a person as he 
was an athlete.

“He was an exceptionally nice guy, very religious, very quiet. 
Everybody liked him,” Ayers said. “As far as I’m concerned, 
Bobby Dobson was the best player ever to come out of 
Bloomington High until the old building burned down 
(1963). He was a hustler, played good defense and had a lot of 
assists, too.”

For a county that has given us the likes of Pfa�, Sean May, 
Jared Je�ries, Garrett Butcher, Jon Holmes, Chris Lawson, 
Dee Davis, Jordy Hulls and all the Duanys — to mention a 
few of the many legendary players — Bobby Dobson belongs 
in the conversation as one of the greatest of them all.

BOBBY DOBSON

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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By Lynn Houser
Bloomington Herald-Times January 24, 2012

BOBBY DOBSON
BOBBY DOBSON: STAR OF STARS

Ask a senior citizen who the best player was to come out of Monroe 
County before there was a North, South and Edgewood, and the name 
Bobby Dobson will probably come up.

Dobson’s name is back on our minds after he passed away last week at 
the age of 80.

Dobson played for Bloomington High and was the county’s  rst 
Indiana All-Star when he was selected to the state’s 1949 squad. In the 
1949 all-star game, a 66-61 win over Kentucky, Dobson was named 
Star of Stars, the equivalent of the most valuable player award.

Dobson led the 1948-49 Bloomington squad to within one victory of 
the state  nals. Eventual state champion Jasper edged Bloomington in 
a memorable semistate  nal, 50-49.

It was Dobson who foiled a Jasper stall in the last four minutes with a 
steal and a lay-up for a 49-48 lead with 20 seconds left, only to have 
Jasper’s Bill Litch eld counter with a basket with 10 seconds left.

Bloomington’s Bobby Ayers, a guard on that team, recalled what 
happened next.

“I wanted to take the ball out and started to throw the ball in, but Bobby 
took it right out of my hands and took o� with it,” Ayers said from his 
Bloomington home last week. “We never did take it out, and the referees 
didn’t even notice.”

Dobson was the stu� of legend in his playing days as a high schooler and a 
college player.

He was the  rst Monroe County player to score 1,000 points, back in the 
days when freshmen didn’t play varsity and games were played in the 40s and 
low 50s. Dobson held that distinction for 13 years, until Ellettsville’s Vern 
Pfa� joined him as a 1,000-point scorer in 1962.

Dobson was a great uncle to Dan Grossman, the prominent Bloomington 
ophthalmologist who was a great athlete in his own days at Bloomington 
High.

“I just knew him a family legend,” Grossman said from his o�ce last week. 
“My grandmother, Gladys, always talked about him. He wasn’t just a 
basketball player. He also was a great baseball player.”

Dobson went on to play both basketball and baseball at Indiana 
in 1950-51. He was a basketball teammate of Bill Garrett, 
Bobby Masters, Sammy Miranda and Boll Toshe� on an IU 
team that went 19-3 and  nished No. 6 in the polls.

Dobson transferred to Purdue after that year and also lettered 
in two sports there, the rare athlete to letter at both universities.

Although he lived most of his adult life in Marion, Dobson is 
best remembered for his exploits as a 
Bloomington basketball player.

“He was fantastic — quick hands,” Ayers said. “I played against 
him when he was at St. Charles and I was at Fairview. ¡ey beat 
us, 18-4. He had the 18, and I had the four. ¡at’s how much 
better he was.”

“When he had the ball you better watch out, because as soon as 
he crossed the 10-second line he was going to shoot it,” said 
Don Shi¢et, a long-time referee and charter member of the 
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. 
“He was also a pretty good defender. He had a way of slapping 
up at the ball. He was a dandy.”

Ayers also remembers Dobson being as good a person as he 
was an athlete.

“He was an exceptionally nice guy, very religious, very quiet. 
Everybody liked him,” Ayers said. “As far as I’m concerned, 
Bobby Dobson was the best player ever to come out of 
Bloomington High until the old building burned down 
(1963). He was a hustler, played good defense and had a lot of 
assists, too.”

For a county that has given us the likes of Pfa�, Sean May, 
Jared Je�ries, Garrett Butcher, Jon Holmes, Chris Lawson, 
Dee Davis, Jordy Hulls and all the Duanys — to mention a 
few of the many legendary players — Bobby Dobson belongs 
in the conversation as one of the greatest of them all.
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TINA DEBRO HAUGER

As a skinny little girl in a family of seven, Carolyn Debro was given a nickname that stuck 
with her for life.
Noting how small Carolyn was, Aunt Gertrude (Graham) would call her “Teeny Baby,” 
which later was shortened to “Tina.”

“All through high school and college I didn’t go by any other name,” Tina says now. “It 
wasn’t until I went into the corporate world that I started going by my given name.”

As a quality assurance rep for TMS health in Indianapolis and the wife of consultant Scott 
Hauger, she now goes by Carolyn Hauger. However, the name Tina Debro will not be 
forgotten in Monroe County.

By the time Tina began her high school career at Bloomington North, she was a lean 
5-foot-8. She starred in swimming and track at North – good enough in track to make the 
Indiana University track team as a walk-on her freshman year, 1982. 

It wasn’t long before Tina was setting records at IU and earning a scholarship from Coach 
Sam Bell.   After college she went into coaching and made her mark as an assistant track 
coach at Southern Illinois-Carbondale. 

Her body of work as an athlete and coach is more than enough to earn her spot in the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame’s Class of 2016.

“I never would have guessed I would ever be a part of this prestigious award,” she says. “It’s 
humbling.”

Tina came from a humble background, an African American growing up in the poor Pidgeon 
Hill area on Bloomington’s near west side. Her late mother, Lola, had to work nights to 
support the family, and the older children had to look after the younger ones in Lola’s absence.

“She was a nurse and worked the night shift. She raised four boys and three girls,” Tina points 
out. “Between the last two boys (Sherman and Seth), there were 13 years di�erence. At the 
end, I was like the mother of those two. I didn’t participate in Senior Day and all that other 
stu� because I had other responsibilities.”

�e Debros couldn’t a�ord a family car, which made getting to and from practice a challenge 
for Tina.

“We didn’t have much as a family in the way of materialistic things,” she says. “We didn’t have 
a vehicle so we rode the city transit a lot.”

Fortunately for young Debro, she was surrounded by good people. One of them was North 
track coach Ralph Sieboldt.

“Ralph was basically a father �gure all four years,” she says. “Lots of time after practice Ralph 
would give me a ride home. He was there for me in times of need, just a wonderful, wonderful 
person. We were like family.”

“We had four or �ve young ladies who lived up on �e Hill back then and needed some 
guidance,” Sieboldt says. “I gave them rides many times, and Tina was a special one. She had 

her head on square, listened to you, and look what she’s done with herself in life.”
Debro lettered four years under Sieboldt (1979-82) and set school records in the long jump, 
400-meter dash and 400 relay. She earned a spot in the AAU nationals and �nished 19th in 
the triple jump.

She also set three school records in swimming and �nished ninth in the state in the 50-me-
ter freestyle. She credits the late Greg McCabe for her swimming success.

“I started out playing basketball but was just a sixth man,” she says. “I felt my skills were 
better than that, so I wanted to try something new. In the summers I spent a lot of time at 
Mills pool, about a mile from our house. I would spend all day, every day, at the pool – so 
much that my mom threatened to ground me. It’s part of the reason I was always so skinny.”

McCabe, the lifeguard there, appreciated Tina’s love of the water and took her under his 
wing.

“Greg showed me all the strokes,” she says. “Once I quit basketball and got comfortable 
in the pool, I started breaking records. Greg McCabe was the in¡uence there.”
Bear in mind that this was a time when African Americans weren’t commonly seen in 
swim competitions, so Debro felt like she was breaking racial barriers.

“It was awkward,” she says. “Even today you don’t see many African Americans who 
swim. A lot of it is because many inner cities don’t have pools. Basketball and football are 
the money makers, and that’s what kids dream about. In my four years (of competition), 
I was the only one.”

Tina’s future was in track, though. She did receive a Pell Grant to IU, and as she rose to 
record-breaking status in the triple jump, Bell rewarded her with the additional academic 
assistance to cover the rest of her education.

“Sam Bell is someone who really saw the true athlete in me,” she says. “Time and time 

again I would set high marks in meets, and he saw that. He asked me into his o£ce 
one day and basically put me on a full ride.” Tina’s record of 40-3 in the indoor jump 
and 40-4 in the outdoor remained Hoosier bests for 12 years and still rank third and 
�fth, respectively, on the IU all-time list. In 1984 she quali�ed for the NCAA meet 
in the long jump and �nished ninth. She was All-Big Ten three times and was a Big 
Ten runner-up in the triple jump in 1987.
 
After graduation, Bell kept her around as a graduate assistant for a year until she 
took an assistant position at Indiana State. In 1992 she became the assistant wom-
en’s track coach at SIU-Carbondale and remained in that position until 1997. She 
had a hand in helping 39 ladies make all-conference over the combined indoor and 
outdoor seasons during that time.

Now, at the age of 54 and the mother of two teenagers, Tina can look back on her 
athletic career and see the life lessons she learned.

“One of the things I’ve learned going through this journey is that one has to be disciplined,” she says. “�at’s what I tried to instill in 
anybody I coached. If you don’t want to do it, to practice, your coach can’t do it for you. It’s easy for me to say that now because when I 
was going through it, I wasn’t very disciplined. I was eager but not one to practice after that fact. I just felt once I stepped onto the 
track, I would give it my all.”

Giving it her all now puts her in some elite company in Monroe County.

“I just can’t believe it,” she says. “”It’s truly an honor, and as time gets closer, it’s going to be even more surreal.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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TINA DEBRO HAUGER

As a skinny little girl in a family of seven, Carolyn Debro was given a nickname that stuck 
with her for life.
Noting how small Carolyn was, Aunt Gertrude (Graham) would call her “Teeny Baby,” 
which later was shortened to “Tina.”

“All through high school and college I didn’t go by any other name,” Tina says now. “It 
wasn’t until I went into the corporate world that I started going by my given name.”

As a quality assurance rep for TMS health in Indianapolis and the wife of consultant Scott 
Hauger, she now goes by Carolyn Hauger. However, the name Tina Debro will not be 
forgotten in Monroe County.

By the time Tina began her high school career at Bloomington North, she was a lean 
5-foot-8. She starred in swimming and track at North – good enough in track to make the 
Indiana University track team as a walk-on her freshman year, 1982. 

It wasn’t long before Tina was setting records at IU and earning a scholarship from Coach 
Sam Bell.   After college she went into coaching and made her mark as an assistant track 
coach at Southern Illinois-Carbondale. 

Her body of work as an athlete and coach is more than enough to earn her spot in the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame’s Class of 2016.

“I never would have guessed I would ever be a part of this prestigious award,” she says. “It’s 
humbling.”

Tina came from a humble background, an African American growing up in the poor Pidgeon 
Hill area on Bloomington’s near west side. Her late mother, Lola, had to work nights to 
support the family, and the older children had to look after the younger ones in Lola’s absence.

“She was a nurse and worked the night shift. She raised four boys and three girls,” Tina points 
out. “Between the last two boys (Sherman and Seth), there were 13 years di�erence. At the 
end, I was like the mother of those two. I didn’t participate in Senior Day and all that other 
stu� because I had other responsibilities.”

�e Debros couldn’t a�ord a family car, which made getting to and from practice a challenge 
for Tina.

“We didn’t have much as a family in the way of materialistic things,” she says. “We didn’t have 
a vehicle so we rode the city transit a lot.”

Fortunately for young Debro, she was surrounded by good people. One of them was North 
track coach Ralph Sieboldt.

“Ralph was basically a father �gure all four years,” she says. “Lots of time after practice Ralph 
would give me a ride home. He was there for me in times of need, just a wonderful, wonderful 
person. We were like family.”

“We had four or �ve young ladies who lived up on �e Hill back then and needed some 
guidance,” Sieboldt says. “I gave them rides many times, and Tina was a special one. She had 

her head on square, listened to you, and look what she’s done with herself in life.”
Debro lettered four years under Sieboldt (1979-82) and set school records in the long jump, 
400-meter dash and 400 relay. She earned a spot in the AAU nationals and �nished 19th in 
the triple jump.

She also set three school records in swimming and �nished ninth in the state in the 50-me-
ter freestyle. She credits the late Greg McCabe for her swimming success.

“I started out playing basketball but was just a sixth man,” she says. “I felt my skills were 
better than that, so I wanted to try something new. In the summers I spent a lot of time at 
Mills pool, about a mile from our house. I would spend all day, every day, at the pool – so 
much that my mom threatened to ground me. It’s part of the reason I was always so skinny.”

McCabe, the lifeguard there, appreciated Tina’s love of the water and took her under his 
wing.

“Greg showed me all the strokes,” she says. “Once I quit basketball and got comfortable 
in the pool, I started breaking records. Greg McCabe was the in¡uence there.”
Bear in mind that this was a time when African Americans weren’t commonly seen in 
swim competitions, so Debro felt like she was breaking racial barriers.

“It was awkward,” she says. “Even today you don’t see many African Americans who 
swim. A lot of it is because many inner cities don’t have pools. Basketball and football are 
the money makers, and that’s what kids dream about. In my four years (of competition), 
I was the only one.”

Tina’s future was in track, though. She did receive a Pell Grant to IU, and as she rose to 
record-breaking status in the triple jump, Bell rewarded her with the additional academic 
assistance to cover the rest of her education.

“Sam Bell is someone who really saw the true athlete in me,” she says. “Time and time 

again I would set high marks in meets, and he saw that. He asked me into his o£ce 
one day and basically put me on a full ride.” Tina’s record of 40-3 in the indoor jump 
and 40-4 in the outdoor remained Hoosier bests for 12 years and still rank third and 
�fth, respectively, on the IU all-time list. In 1984 she quali�ed for the NCAA meet 
in the long jump and �nished ninth. She was All-Big Ten three times and was a Big 
Ten runner-up in the triple jump in 1987.
 
After graduation, Bell kept her around as a graduate assistant for a year until she 
took an assistant position at Indiana State. In 1992 she became the assistant wom-
en’s track coach at SIU-Carbondale and remained in that position until 1997. She 
had a hand in helping 39 ladies make all-conference over the combined indoor and 
outdoor seasons during that time.

Now, at the age of 54 and the mother of two teenagers, Tina can look back on her 
athletic career and see the life lessons she learned.

“One of the things I’ve learned going through this journey is that one has to be disciplined,” she says. “�at’s what I tried to instill in 
anybody I coached. If you don’t want to do it, to practice, your coach can’t do it for you. It’s easy for me to say that now because when I 
was going through it, I wasn’t very disciplined. I was eager but not one to practice after that fact. I just felt once I stepped onto the 
track, I would give it my all.”

Giving it her all now puts her in some elite company in Monroe County.

“I just can’t believe it,” she says. “”It’s truly an honor, and as time gets closer, it’s going to be even more surreal.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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By Lynn Houser
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

TINA DEBRO HAUGER
FROM ‘TEENY’  TO ‘TINA’  TO THE HALL

As a skinny little girl in a family of seven, Carolyn Debro was given a nickname that stuck 
with her for life.
Noting how small Carolyn was, Aunt Gertrude (Graham) would call her “Teeny Baby,” 
which later was shortened to “Tina.”

“All through high school and college I didn’t go by any other name,” Tina says now. “It 
wasn’t until I went into the corporate world that I started going by my given name.”

As a quality assurance rep for TMS health in Indianapolis and the wife of consultant Scott 
Hauger, she now goes by Carolyn Hauger. However, the name Tina Debro will not be 
forgotten in Monroe County.

By the time Tina began her high school career at Bloomington North, she was a lean 
5-foot-8. She starred in swimming and track at North – good enough in track to make the 
Indiana University track team as a walk-on her freshman year, 1982. 

It wasn’t long before Tina was setting records at IU and earning a scholarship from Coach 
Sam Bell.   After college she went into coaching and made her mark as an assistant track 
coach at Southern Illinois-Carbondale. 

Her body of work as an athlete and coach is more than enough to earn her spot in the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame’s Class of 2016.

“I never would have guessed I would ever be a part of this prestigious award,” she says. “It’s 
humbling.”

Tina came from a humble background, an African American growing up in the poor Pidgeon 
Hill area on Bloomington’s near west side. Her late mother, Lola, had to work nights to 
support the family, and the older children had to look after the younger ones in Lola’s absence.

“She was a nurse and worked the night shift. She raised four boys and three girls,” Tina points 
out. “Between the last two boys (Sherman and Seth), there were 13 years di�erence. At the 
end, I was like the mother of those two. I didn’t participate in Senior Day and all that other 
stu� because I had other responsibilities.”

�e Debros couldn’t a�ord a family car, which made getting to and from practice a challenge 
for Tina.

“We didn’t have much as a family in the way of materialistic things,” she says. “We didn’t have 
a vehicle so we rode the city transit a lot.”

Fortunately for young Debro, she was surrounded by good people. One of them was North 
track coach Ralph Sieboldt.

“Ralph was basically a father �gure all four years,” she says. “Lots of time after practice Ralph 
would give me a ride home. He was there for me in times of need, just a wonderful, wonderful 
person. We were like family.”

“We had four or �ve young ladies who lived up on �e Hill back then and needed some 
guidance,” Sieboldt says. “I gave them rides many times, and Tina was a special one. She had 

her head on square, listened to you, and look what she’s done with herself in life.”
Debro lettered four years under Sieboldt (1979-82) and set school records in the long jump, 
400-meter dash and 400 relay. She earned a spot in the AAU nationals and �nished 19th in 
the triple jump.

She also set three school records in swimming and �nished ninth in the state in the 50-me-
ter freestyle. She credits the late Greg McCabe for her swimming success.

“I started out playing basketball but was just a sixth man,” she says. “I felt my skills were 
better than that, so I wanted to try something new. In the summers I spent a lot of time at 
Mills pool, about a mile from our house. I would spend all day, every day, at the pool – so 
much that my mom threatened to ground me. It’s part of the reason I was always so skinny.”

McCabe, the lifeguard there, appreciated Tina’s love of the water and took her under his 
wing.

“Greg showed me all the strokes,” she says. “Once I quit basketball and got comfortable 
in the pool, I started breaking records. Greg McCabe was the in¡uence there.”
Bear in mind that this was a time when African Americans weren’t commonly seen in 
swim competitions, so Debro felt like she was breaking racial barriers.

“It was awkward,” she says. “Even today you don’t see many African Americans who 
swim. A lot of it is because many inner cities don’t have pools. Basketball and football are 
the money makers, and that’s what kids dream about. In my four years (of competition), 
I was the only one.”

Tina’s future was in track, though. She did receive a Pell Grant to IU, and as she rose to 
record-breaking status in the triple jump, Bell rewarded her with the additional academic 
assistance to cover the rest of her education.

“Sam Bell is someone who really saw the true athlete in me,” she says. “Time and time 

again I would set high marks in meets, and he saw that. He asked me into his o£ce 
one day and basically put me on a full ride.” Tina’s record of 40-3 in the indoor jump 
and 40-4 in the outdoor remained Hoosier bests for 12 years and still rank third and 
�fth, respectively, on the IU all-time list. In 1984 she quali�ed for the NCAA meet 
in the long jump and �nished ninth. She was All-Big Ten three times and was a Big 
Ten runner-up in the triple jump in 1987.
 
After graduation, Bell kept her around as a graduate assistant for a year until she 
took an assistant position at Indiana State. In 1992 she became the assistant wom-
en’s track coach at SIU-Carbondale and remained in that position until 1997. She 
had a hand in helping 39 ladies make all-conference over the combined indoor and 
outdoor seasons during that time.

Now, at the age of 54 and the mother of two teenagers, Tina can look back on her 
athletic career and see the life lessons she learned.

“One of the things I’ve learned going through this journey is that one has to be disciplined,” she says. “�at’s what I tried to instill in 
anybody I coached. If you don’t want to do it, to practice, your coach can’t do it for you. It’s easy for me to say that now because when I 
was going through it, I wasn’t very disciplined. I was eager but not one to practice after that fact. I just felt once I stepped onto the 
track, I would give it my all.”

Giving it her all now puts her in some elite company in Monroe County.

“I just can’t believe it,” she says. “”It’s truly an honor, and as time gets closer, it’s going to be even more surreal.”

Photos courtesy of IU Archives
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2016 SPECIAL AWARD WINNERS

 Angelo Pizzo, University High School, ’65 – As screenplay writer-producer of 1986 movie 
“Hoosiers,”  he teamed with fellow IU graduate and director David Anspaugh to introduce 
nation and world to magic of Indiana high school basketball, still ranked with all-time best sports 
movies 30 years later… “Hoosiers” recently selected for preservation in the U.S. National Film 
Registry by the Library of Congress … with Anspaugh, �rst co-recipients of Indiana Basketball 
Hall of Fame’s Silver Medal for contributions to Indiana high school basketball … also teamed 
with Anspaugh to create hit �lm “Rudy” (Notre Dame football) and “�e Game of �eir Lives” 
(U.S. Olympic soccer) … writer-director of 2015 �lm “My All-American,” on Texas football 
player Freddie Steinmark … returned to hometown to live, raise sons and follow IU sports.

Bill Mallory, football – IU football coach 1984-96 (winningest in IU history with 66 and twice 
Big Ten Coach of Year) …Hoosiers went to six bowl games in his 13 years, winning 2 … stayed 
in community and contributed by organizing and conducting football camp for youth and 
middle-school coaches (sponsored by Bloomington Hospital); instructors included other college 
and high school coaches, teaching fundamentals of game and how to prevent injuries … served as 
fund-raiser/speaker for Boys and Girls Club, Children’s Organ Transplant Association, Jill’s 
House, Salvation Army, First Methodist Church, Phi Kappa Tau … “Kissed the Pig” as Monroe 
County Fair fund-raiser … adviser, Bloomington City Recreation Department. … on Blooming-
ton Hospital Health and Wellness Committee.

Contributor

Humanitarian
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CLASS OF 2016 COACH & CONTRIBUTOR INDUCTEES

Marshall Goss, South track-cross country; IU, head track coach, also assistant; Martinsville 
1956, track, cross country – Head coach track and cross country South 1964-’82, coached 29 
sectional champions, 11 regional, 20 South Central Conference champions – including Olympic 
pole vaulter Dave Volz … state cross country Coach of Year 1975 (national Coach of Year 1982), 
state track Coach of Year 1980 … assistant IU track coach 1982-’97, head coach 1998-2003 … 
coached 6 All-Americans,16 Big Ten champions … inducted Indiana Track and Cross Country 
Hall of Fame 1994, University of Indianapolis Athletic Hall of Fame 2005 ... long-time national 
and international track and �eld meet o�cial, Manager of O�cials for 1984 Olympic Games, 
Los Angeles … assistant coach U.S. Junior National team at �rst World Junior Championships in 
Athens, Greece, 1986 … eminent Indiana track historian, leader in establishment of state 
track-cross country Hall of Fame building at Terre Haute … annual IU relays named after him 
… writes and publishes Hoosier Trackman and Goss’ Cross Country Trivia.

Marvin Groh, Bloomington High School, baseball – Re-started baseball at BHS in 1948 after 
long lapse … with few opponents around then, his �rst four teams played only 37 games, going 
26-11 … after that, Panthers were dominant in southern Indiana for 15 years before state started 
tournaments (1967) … teams went 44-2 in 3-year run from 1958-’60, including 33-game 
winning streak… 1959 team went 17-0, 1964 team 18-0 … once tournament play began, Panther 
teams won 5 sectionals, 4 regionals, 2 semistates …runner-up in third state tourney in 1969 
(record 24-3); won championship in 1972 (record 22-5), year he retired … 25-year record of 
352-76 (.822) …  also coached junior varsity football team; assistant coach during 60-game streak 
… school legend, diamond named for him … inducted into Indiana High School Baseball Hall 
of Fame in 1979 … Navy lieutenant during World War II … died at 55 on March 18, 1977.



Bob Kirk, University High School, ’65, football –Tri-captain of University’s undefeated (10-0) 
team in 1964 … all-State as a two-way tackle and tight end … went to IU and lettered two years 
as o ensive tackle ...  as a junior started every game for Big Ten tri-champions and Rose Bowl 
team … missed the Rose Bowl because of knee injury su ered in preparations for game (only 
game IU didn’t score a touchdown that year)… also started at tackle his senior year at IU … only 
o ensive lineman from Monroe County to play and start on a Big Ten championship football 
team ...  drafted by the Bu alo Bills ... Peace Corps volunteer in Botswana, Southern Africa for 
two years ... Department of State Diplomatic Service O�cer in the Middle East, East Africa and 
Southern Africa for 17 years ...  enters Hall of Fame two years after his coach at University High, 
Walter Gray, was inducted.

Vernon Pfa�, Ellettsville High School, ’62, basketball, baseball, track – As junior scored 72 
points in leading Ellettsville to 1961 Martinsville sectional title … as a senior scored 108 points 
in four games to lead Ellettsville to championship in 87-team Wabash Valley tournament, 
including tourney-record 43 in quarter�nal win over Linton….county’s second 1,000-point 
career scorer (after Bobby Dobson), �nished with 1,289 (county record at time) … 19.0 high 
school career average … senior year average of 27.5 is still county record … 3-year letter-winner 
at IU … in �rst college game he scored 12 o  bench against Michigan State – 19 two games later 
in 87-84 loss at Purdue … earned starting spot, broke hand, played little rest of season … scored 
125 IU points, including 51 in 16 games for Big Ten co-championship team as senior in 1967 … 
became Air Force pilot and �ew 137 missions on C-47s in Viet Nam, earning the Distinguished 
Flying Cross … after service he went into banking and went on to own his bank in Nebraska … 
still lives there with wife Barbara.

Dick Sparks, Bloomington High School ’60, basketball, baseball – Scoring leader (23 points) 
for BHS in State Final 4 game against Muncie Central … all-state pitcher, never lost in high 
school (21-0) … teams’ 3-year record was 44-2 … lettered in both sports at IU … started 10 
games in basketball as sophomore, averaging 6.3 … had high of 16 points when team tied 
all-time school single-game scoring record 122-95 win over Notre Dame … still has IU record 
for rebounds vs. Michigan State, 19, (plus 12 points) in 76-71 win …  pitching for the ’62 Hoo-
siers, he had 6 of team’s 16 wins … signed with White Sox after season … reached Triple-A with 
Giants, 53-59 in six pro seasons, covering 900 innings with 3.90 career ERA … best year 14-9 
with 2.40 ERA at Giants’ Double-A Waterbury team … after arm problems shortened baseball 
career, he became a corporate pilot …younger brother Dan was a 2013 inductee into the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame.

CLASS OF 2016 ATHLETE INDUCTEESCCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  BBiillll  
oonn  yyoouurr  iinndduuccttiioonn  iinnttoo  tthhee    

MMoonnrrooee  CCoouunnttyy  SSppoorrttss  HHaallll  ooff   FFaammee  

YYoouu  eenntteerrttaaiinn  aanndd  eennlliigghhtteenn  uuss  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  lleennggtthhyy  aanndd  iinnffaammoouuss  ffoooottbbaallll  
ssttoorriieess  dduurriinngg  oouurr  WWeeddnneessddaayy  bbrreeaakkffaasstt  ggaatthheerriinnggss..    YYoouu  kkeeeepp  uuss  llaauugghhiinngg  

wwiitthh  yyoouurr  ppooiinntteedd  jjaabbss  ffoorr  tteelllliinngg  bbaasskkeettbbaallll  ssttoorriieess  dduurriinngg  ffoooottbbaallll  sseeaassoonn!! 

Men from a variety of  professions make up the 
““UUppttoowwnn  GGeennttss  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  CClluubb””    

Tom Amstutz 
Alan Bronnenburg 
Lee Butler  
Gary Clendening 
Gene DeVane 
Brandt Downey 
Fred Dunn 

Tom Fleming 
Tom Funk 
Lee Hamilton 
Bob Hammel 
Phil Henson 
Jim LaFollette 
David Lawler 

Brandt Ludlow 
Vic Malinovsky 
Bill Mallory 
Lee Matthews 
Harold Mauro 
David McCrea 
Jerry McIntosh 

Mike Roberts 
Kip Smith 
Dwight Stauffer 
Strats Stratigos 
Ken Webb 
David Welch 

But the one thing we have in common  
besides food…is our interest in SPORTS! 

BBiillll  MMaalllloorryy  iiss    tthhee  ““PPeerrssoonniiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff   IIUU  FFoooottbbaallll””  



CLASS OF 2016 ATHLETE INDUCTEES

Tina (Debro) Hauger, Bloomington High School North ’82, track, swimming – High school 
career included 3 school records in track and swimming … went to Indiana University as a 
walk-on in track and lettered 4 years …. all-Big Ten 3 times….9th in the NCAA in the triple 
jump in 1984….held the IU indoor and outdoor triple jump records for 12 years and still has IU’s 
third best indoor triple jump (40-3) and �fth best outdoor jump (40-4) … served as assistant to 
Sam Bell at IU, 1988-89 … graduate assistant at Indiana State, 1990-92 … assistant coach at 
Southern Illinois-Carbondale, 1992-97 … coached sprinters, hurdles and jumpers at SIU-Car-
bondale, with 39 athletes earning all-conference honors between indoor and outdoor seasons … 
currently employed as a quality assurance representative for TMS Health Inc. in Indianapolis … 
married to Scott Hauger … has 2 children, Arianna (15) and Gregory (13).

Bobby Dobson, Bloomington High School ’49, basketball, baseball – First Monroe County 
player to score 1,000 career points; held county record (1,120 points) for 13 years … scored 
record 523 as senior, 18.8 average … stole ball, scored in last half-minute to put Panthers ahead 
in semistate championship game before losing on late basket to Jasper team that went on to win 
State … county’s �rst Indiana All-Star, won “Star of Stars” award (game MVP) for game-high 21 
points, including  basket to put team ahead in 66-61 win over Kentucky … only non-Final 4 
player on �ve-man 1949 Indianapolis News All-State … 16 strikeouts in no-hit pitching victory 
for Panthers … lettered one year in basketball at IU, scoring 42 points in 14 games for 19-3 team 
ranked No. 7 in �nal national poll) … transferred to Purdue and believed to be only athlete to 
letter in sports at both IU and Purdue (baseball) … died at 80 in 2012.

Dan Grossman, Bloomington High, football, baseball, 1969 – All-State quarterback (19 
touchdown passes, 20 TD runs) on unbeaten football team as senior that launched Panther’s 
record 60-game winning streak ... member of numerous All-America teams and selected as one 
of the top 10 players in the country ...  catcher on Panther’s state baseball runner-up, winning 
IHSAA Mental Attitude award ...  played football at Indiana University, �rst quarterback and 
then linebacker ...  key contributor in IU's 1971 Old Oaken Bucket win over Purdue ... left IU 
after junior year to enter medical school ... has successful medical practice in Bloomington ... In 
2013 won IU's Z.G. Clevenger Award ... enters with son Rex, the �rst father-son combination to 
be inducted into the Hall.

A Restaurant for all
Occasions!

1635 N. College Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47404

www.bobbyscoloradosteakhouse.com
Mon-Thur 11am-10pm

Fri-Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday Brunch 11am - 3pm

Reservation Accepted
812-332-7552

A Restaurant for all
Occasions!

1635 N. College Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47404

www.bobbyscoloradosteakhouse.com
Mon-Thur 11am-10pm

Fri-Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday Brunch 11am - 3pm

Reservation Accepted
812-332-7552



SALUTING SCHOLAR ATHLETES

Tucker Blackwell, South: Four-year starter, basketball; 2016 H-T All-Area Player of the Year in basketball; �nished with 1,335 career 
points; named to Indiana High School All-Star Team; although injury kept him from playing in Kentucky series, he received the event’s 
John R. Wooden Citizenship Award; played shortstop on South’s 2016 sectional champions; Honors Diploma; U.S. Army Scholar 
Athlete; Conference Indiana Scholar Athlete; athletic scholarship to U.S. Military Academy at West Point.

Gracie Heeb, North: Fourth in 300 hurdles, �fth in 100 hurdles at 2016 state meet, setting school records in both; sectional and 
regional champion in both; fourth in 100 hurdles at 2015 state meet and sectional champion in 100 and 300 hurdles; runner-up in both at 
2015 regional; state quali�er in 3 events 2013-14; member of 4 x 400 record-breaking relay team; H-T All-Area all 4 years and the 2016 
co-Track Athlete of the Year with South's Megan Grabowski; Conference Indiana Scholar Athlete; Leaders of Tomorrow; Leadership 
Opportunities �rough Service (LOTS). 

Malik La�oon, North: Leading scorer in basketball the last two years; two-time H-T All-Area First Team selection; All-Conference 
Indiana, 2016; 2016 track season shortened by injury after a junior year in which he quali�ed for state in two events; sectional and regional 
champion in the high jump, 2015; Morrison Scholarship; James Massey Leadership Award; named Outstanding Male Black Leader of 
Tomorrow Award by the City of Bloomington Commission on the Status of Black Males; Student Athletic Board member; will attend 
Anderson College.

Cherise Otter, South: Four-time H-T All-Area Golfer of the Year; 2014 girls’ state medalist in golf; tied for second in 2015; H-T 
Player of the Year in girls’ basketball, 2016; National Honor Society; Honors Diploma; President’s Award for Educational Excellence; 
Athletic Director’s Award; South Central Leader of Tomorrow; Ruth Hidore Award; Leadership Opportunities �rough Service; college 
is undecided. 

Brayden Patton, Edgewood: H-T All-Area in football and basketball in 2015-16; All-Area First Team in football, 2015, second team 
in 2014; Indiana Football Coaches Association All-State, 2015; in basketball he led Edgewood in scoring (15.8) and rebounding (8.8) his 
senior year, earning team MVP honors and making All-Region Second Team and Honorable Mention All-State; in track he was a 
conference runner-up in the shot put; Academic Honors Diploma; will play football at Northern Illinois.

Erin Sher�eld, Edgewood: H-T All-Area First Team in basketball, 2015, 2016; All-Western Indiana Conference 3 years; Hoosier 
Basketball Coaches All-Region Team, 2016; Indiana Basketball Coaches Association Academic Honorable Mention, 2016; two-time 
team MVP; second in career assists, sixth in steals, ninth in 3-pointers; Academic Honors Diploma; Spanish Honor Society; will attend 
Indiana University.

Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Scholar-Athletes of 2016

2011
Dylan Anderson, North

Jordan Barker, North
Ashley Lewandowski, South

Laura Luther, Edgewood
Darren Mehay, South

Jared Simoneaux, Edgewood

2012
Michael Bower, South

Angela Hacker, Edgewood
Michaela Hull, South
Alex St. John, North
Sam Sheldon, North

Bryan Wells, Edgewood

2013
Olivia Ashba, Edgewood
Priyanka Ghosh, South

Max Irwin, North
Reece Phillips, Edgewood

Ronnie Schneider, III, South
Christina Zerfas, North

2014
Vanessa Brown, Edgewood

Gus Dajani, South
Patrick Mosby, Edgewood

Kate Raphael, North
Grant Sims, North

Alex Warzyniak, South

2015
Denise Azcui, South

Ian Bailey, North
Brooke Collins, North

Marielle Delos Santos, Edgewood
Ian Finnerty, South

Hank Phillips, Edgewood
Deakin Volz, South

�ese awards are presented to
the seniors whose combination of

academic and athletic bars of
achievement have intersected at

the highest level.

Congratulations

Tina Debro
BHSN Track and Swimming 1982

From the Bloomington North Athletic Deparment

Photo courtesy of IU archives



SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF 2016

Photos courtesy of Kirkwood photo

�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
Salutes the Scholar Athletes of 2016

�e Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame
is proud to present the awards to the

seniors whose combination of academic
and athletic bars of achievement

have intersected at the highest level.

Erin Sherfield
2016 Scholar Athlete

Tucker Blackwell
2016 Scholar Athlete

Cherise Otter
2016 Scholar Athlete

Brayden Patton
2016 Scholar Athlete

Malik Laffoon
2016 Scholar Athlete

Grace Heeb
2016 Scholar Athlete

BLOOMINGTON
NORTH H.S.

EDGEWOOD
HIGH SCHOOL

BLOOMINGTON
SOUTH H.S.

BEST WISHES AND CONGRATULATIONS
2016 MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS

AND
2016 SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

K LUKE EADES DDS
2810 S. Walnut St. Pike
Bloomington, IN 47401
Telephone: 812-336-2688
Toll Free: 855-404-7037

• Family Dentistry+
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Invisalign
• Dental Implants

10333 N. Meridian Street, Suite 110
       Indianopolis, Indiana 46290
                  (317) 581-7000

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC.
Investment advisory services offered through Kestra Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an

affiliate of Kestra IS. Kaufman Financial Corporation is not affiliated with Kestra IS or Kestra AS.
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As your journey continues, we’ll always be 
among your biggest fans. Good Luck!

Class of 2016 Scholar Athletes of the Year
BLOOMINGTON NORTH

Gracie Heeb
Malik Laffoon

BLOOMINGTON SOUTH
Cherise Otter

Tucker Blackwell

EDGEWOOD
Erin Sherfield

Brayden Patton

to this year's scholarship winners

CONGRATULATIONS
2016TWENTY SIXTEEN
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As your journey continues, we’ll always be 
among your biggest fans. Good Luck!

Class of 2016 Scholar Athletes of the Year
BLOOMINGTON NORTH

Gracie Heeb
Malik Laffoon

BLOOMINGTON SOUTH
Cherise Otter

Tucker Blackwell

EDGEWOOD
Erin Sherfield

Brayden Patton

to this year's scholarship winners

CONGRATULATIONS
2016TWENTY SIXTEEN

Congratulations
on being inducted into the 

Monroe County Sports
Hall of Fame

for the
Humanitarian Award

From your loving
& proud family

Mike Britt, Kathryn Mallory,
Scott Britt, Emily Mallory,
Will Mallory, Sarah Mallory,
Ellie Mallory, Bill Mallory,
Martha Britt, Dave Britt,
James Mallory, Allie Mallory
Front: Marco Mallory &
Sam Mallory

Curt & Lori Mallory
Doug & Lisa Mallory
Ellie & Bill Mallory
Barb Mallory
Britt & Jim Britt
Kim & Mike Mallory



CLASS OF 2013
ATHLETES
Pat Cassidy, Bloomington North, 1995, wrestling
Jared Je�ries, Bloomington North, 2000, basketball
Mike Kearney, Bloomington South, 1973, swimming
Dave Reeve, Bloomington South, 1974, football
Missy Ringler, Edgewood, 1990, golf, basketball, track
Dan Sparks, Bloomington High School, 1963, basketball
Todd Yeagley, Bloomington South, 1991, soccer

COACH
Bill Easton, Stinesville, track, cross country

CONTRIBUTOR
Noble Bush

HUMANITARIANS
Doc and Marge Counsilman

CLASS OF 2014
ATHLETES
Jim Cornwell, Bloomington High School, 1971, wrestling
Jack Crandall, Bloomington High School, 1950, football, basketball, 
track
John “Spider” Miller, North Vernon High School, 1968, amateur golf 
Fred Seward, Bloomington High School, 1904, track
Terry Stotts, Bloomington North, 1976, basketball
Cyndi Valentin, Bloomington South, 2002, basketball

COACHES
Walter Gray, University High School, track, football, golf
Fred Hu�, Bloomington High School, football

CONTRIBUTOR
George Finley

HUMANITARIAN
Dr. Larry Rink

CLASS OF 2015
ATHLETES
Bill Armstrong Jr., Bloomington High School, 1970, football,
basketball, swimming 
Betsy (Cousins) Mulder, Bloomington North, 1992, gymnastics 
Kevin King, Bloomington South, 1979, football, wrestling, track 
Sheldon Ray Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1960, auto racing 
Sean May, Bloomington North, 2002, basketball George “Anner” 
Shively, Negro Baseball All-Star

COACHES
John M. Holmes, Owensburg, 1948, basketball coach
Charlie Warthan, Edgewood, 1968; track/cross country coach,
Bloomington North

CONTRIBUTOR
Bob Hammel

HUMANITARIAN
Thomas “Doc” Petry

2013 Contributor Noble Bush

2014 Contributor George Finley

2015 Contributor Bob Hammel

M�C��� � M�C���
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

119 South Walnut Street | P.O. Box 1310
Bloomington, IN 47402

Phone: 812-336-4840
Fax: 812-336-5307

David S. McCrea
Edward F. McCrea
Aaron E. McCrea
Robert S. McCrea

Robert F. McCrea
1915-1976

Ellen A. Lloyd
1925-1991

CONGRATULATIONS TO ANDY PIZZO AND BOB KIRK
FROM YOUR FELLOW UNIVEES AND THE 1964 UNDEFEATED FOOTBAL TEAM



CHARTER CLASS OF 2011
ATHLETES
Jade Butcher, Bloomington High School, 1965, football
Cornelius Cook, Bloomington High School, 1928, baseball
Tommy Deckard, Bloomington High School, 1934 track & �eld
Jennifer Hooker Brinegar, Mission Viejo, Cal., 1979, swimming
Stacy Martin-Tenney, Edgewood, 1999, track & �eld
Charley McDaniel, Bloomington High, 1933, football, wrestling
Beth Morgan-Cunningham, Bloomington South, 1993, basketball, tennis
Missy Schwen Ryan, Bloomington South, 1990, rowing
Dave Volz, Bloomington South, 1980, track & �eld
Jill Watson, Bloomington North, 1981, �gure skating

COACHES
Joyce Gates, Edgewood High School, volleyball, golf
Harold Mumby, Bloomington High School, football, wrestling
Cli�ord “Two-Bit” Myers, Bloomington High School, wrestling
Cli� Wells, Bloomington High School, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Don Shi�et
Note: The Humanitarian category was added in 2012.

CLASS OF 2012
ATHLETES
David Brown, Bloomington High School, 1971, football
Rex Grossman, Bloomington South, 1999, football
Steve Kinser, Bloomington High School, 1972, auto racing, wrestling
Amy McDonald, Bloomington South, 1988, track & �eld, golf
Richard Voliva, Bloomington High School, 1931, football, wrestling
Bob Whitlow, Bloomington High School, 1954, football

COACHES
J.R. Holmes, Bloomington South, basketball
Tom McKinney, Bloomington North, basketball

CONTRIBUTOR
Russ Carpenter

HUMANITARIAN
George Taliaferro

2012 Humanitarian George Taliaferro with former NFL Coach Tony Dungy
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Proud Title Sponsor

Don Shi�et, 2011 Contributor

Russ Carpenter, 2012 Contributor

Congratulations
COACH BILL MALLORY

ON YOUR INDUCTION INTO
THE MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

“LOCK YOUR JAW”

THE MALLORY MEN
George Batalis
Chris Dyer
Kit Klingelhoffer
Tom Polce
Hugh Shanahan
Dan Thompson

Mark Deal
Kevin Kelly
Bill Lynch
Bob Riley
Anthony Thompson

Bruce Bufe
Bob Hammel
Buzz Kurpius
Nate Rabideau
Joe Smith
Ed Warm
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HALL OF FAME SALUTES

CLASS OF 2015

From left: Scott May Jr. for Sean May, 
(basketball); Jade Harris and Susie Kinser,  
Hodges for deceased Sheldon Ray Kinser, 
(auto racing); Betsy (Cousins) Mulder 
(gymnastics); John M. Holmes (coach, 
basketball); Bob Hammel (Contributor 
Award); Bill Armstrong Jr., (football, swim-
ming, baseball); Amy Lanaham for deceased 
�omas Petry, (Humanitarian Award); Seth 
Debro for deceased George Shively, (Negro 
League Baseball); Charlie Warthan (coach, 
track, cross country); Kevin King (football, 
wrestling, track).

Criteria for Induction
Athletes: e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as an athlete. He/she must 
be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has 
made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Coaches: e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a coach. He/she must be a 
person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who has made 
a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person who was 
born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County. 

Contributor: e nominee must have gained prominence in either amateur or professional sports as a contributor. He/she 
must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County before, during, or after the time of his or her prominence, who 
has made a noteworthy contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County; or be a person 
who was born or grew up in Monroe County and later gained national prominence outside of the county as an amateur or 
professional; or be a person whose accomplishments occurred while working, playing or residing in Monroe County.

Humanitarian: e nominee must be a person who was or is a resident of Monroe County who has made a noteworthy 
contribution to sports or has been closely identi�ed with sports in Monroe County. e Humanitarian Award will be 
presented to an individual who has distinguished himself/herself in the areas of: (1) athletics excellence; (2) community 
service initiatives; and (3) humanitarian endeavors.

*To be nominated, one must have met his or her 30th birthday, or been out of the particular sport as an athlete for a
period of ten years, whichever comes �rst. Posthumous nominations will be considered immediately on an individual
basis.

Class of 2016

FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES 1085
3100 S. WALNUT STREET ï BLOOMINGTON, IN 47403

812.339.9946

A PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

ORGANIZATION OF MONROE COUNTY

SINCE 1905

PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE

MONROE COUNTY SPORTS

HALL OF FAME
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HALL OF FAME SALUTES

From left: Todd Yeagley (soccer); 
Pat Cassidy (wrestling); John Bush,
Bill Bush, Jim Bush, Tom Bush, sons
of deceased Noble Bush (Contributor Award 
Winner) Dan Sparks (basketball); Jared 
Je�ries (basketball); Mik Kearney (swimming);
Dave Reeve (football); Lindsey (Easton)
Benne, for deceased father Bill Easton
(track, cross country); Marge Counsilman
(Humanitarian Award winner along with
deceased husband Doc Counsilman)
Missy Ringler (golf ).

From left: Jack Crandal (football, basketball, 
track); John “Spider” Miller (amateur golf ); 
Larry Rink (Humanitarian Award); J.W. Hu�
and Lorraine Longden (son and daughter of 
deceased Fred Hu� (football coach); Jim 
Cornwell (wrestling); Cyndi Valentin (basket-
ball). Second Row from left
George Finley (Contributor Award); Chip 
Gray, Pete Gray, Charles Gray, Gary Gray, sons 
of deceased Walter Gray (football coach), Terry 
Stotts (basketball) Fred S. Dunn and Allen 
Dunn grandsons of deceased Fred Seward 
(track and �eld).

CLASS OF 2013

CLASS OF 2014

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

To a loving
brother, husband, father & uncle,

Congratulations on your induction into the
2016 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

Love, Your family

Vernon Pfaff



INAUGURAL CLASS OF 2011
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HALL OF FAME SALUTES

From left: Jade Butcher (football); Bob Myers
for deceased father Cli�ord “Two Bit” Myers,
(wrestling); Deniese Smith, daughter of 
deceased father Charley McDaniel (wrestling); 
Don Shi�et (Contributor Award); Randy 
Martin father of Stacey Martin - Tenney (track 
and �eld); Missy Schwen Ryan (rowing);  Je� 
Chitwood, grandson of deceased Harold 
Mumby (coach); George Taliaferro, for 
deceased Cornelius Cook (Negro League 
Baseball); Jennifer Hooker Brinegar (swim-
ming); Dave Volz (track and �eld); Jill Watson 
(�gure skating) Beth Morgan Cunningham 
(basketball); Sarah Gates, daughter of deceased 
Joyce Gates (volleyball, golf ); Dr. Jack Deckard, 
son of deceased Tommy Deckard (track and 
�eld);  Not pictured: Cli� Wells (basketball 
coach) deceased.

From left: Dow Myers for Steve Kinser (auto 
racing); Dave Brown (football); Bob Whitlow 
(football); Ann Carpenter for husband Russ 
Carpenter (Contributor Award); Amy 
McDonald (golf and track); Tom McKinney 
(basketball coach); J.R. Holmes (basketball 
coach); George Taliaferro (Humanitarian 
Award); Rex Grossman (football) Not 
pictured: Richard Voliva (wrestling) deceased.

CLASS OF 2012

All photos courtesy of Kirkwood Photo

“Lessons learned in athletics last you a lifetime.”
Fred A. Seward, Bloomington HS ‘04 - Track & Field

The Physicians of 
Bloomington Anesthesiologists, P.C.

Congratulate the Class of 2016  

 
 

 
 
Allen Dunn MD, Bloomington  ‘72 
Bill Campbell MD, BHSS  ‘80 
Bea Travis MD, BHSN  ‘80  
Frank Shahbahrami MD, BHSN ‘87 
Joseph Walker MD, BHSS –07 
Kevin Gibbs MD, BHSN ‘96 
David Dunn DO, BHSN ‘02 
 
Larry Bowling MD 
Scottsburg  ‘64 
 
David Willian MD 
Chico (CA) ‘75 
 
Layne Tait MD 
Los Altos (CA) ‘77 
 
Yuri Zelenin MD 
St. Petersburg (Rus) ‘78 
 
Janet Fritsch MD 
Batesville ‘78 
 

 
Clarksville Providence ‘79 
 
George Peneff  MD 
 
John Jesseph MD,  
Walla Walla (WS) ‘81 
 
Jeff Jackson MD 
Jeffersonville ‘81 
  
Mark Floyd MD 
Vincennes Lincoln ‘83 

Bloomington
Anesthesiologists

HALL OF FAME

 
 

 
 
Plato Lysandrou MD 
English School Nicosia (Cyp) ‘83 
 
James Fish MD 
Clyde (OH) ‘84 
 
Dan Bonham MD 
South Bend Adams ‘89 
 
Chad Johnson MD 
Argos ‘89 
 
Tory Gryzowka MD 
Center Grove ‘93 
 
Aaron Leis MD,  
Salem ‘94 
 
Josh Watkins MD 
Angola ‘94 
 
Lacy Brown DO 
Fulton  (TN)  ‘96 
 
James David Ridge MD 
Sullivan ‘99 
 
Sonia Jyoti MD 
Penn ‘99 
 
Barry Steinkamp MD 
Evansville Mater Dei ‘99 
 
Jenn Moll-Bennett MD 
Evansville Mater Dei ‘99 
 
Lori Kiefer MD 
Covington ‘01 

Bloomington
Anesthesiologists

HALL OF FAME
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PRINT FINISH
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CONGRATULATIONS DICK SPARKS! 

Fantasy Football Coaches Association
 

Andy Kincannon • Dallas Drummond • Phil Connell • Greg Lawrence
Grier Werner • Terry Mauder • Bob Lawrence
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BLOOMINGTON NORTH CLASS OF 2016

Congratulates Scholarship Recipients
GRACIE HEEB AND MALIK LAFFOON

Malik Laffoon
2016 Scholar Athlete

Grace Heeb
2016 Scholar Athlete



www.WooleryMarket.com TheWooleryMarket

Eclectic 
shopping event 

returns to 
Bloomington 

August 13

The Woolery Market features vendors 
offering art, antiques, collectibles, 
new and vintage clothing, furniture, 
woodworking, fine food, jewelry, and 
other unique items.

For event information, like The 
Woolery Market Facebook page.

Celebrating Indiana’s Bicentennial Year

As we celebrate this special evening in Bloomington with the Monroe 
County Sports Hall of Fame, another special project is underway as we 

celebrate Indiana’s Bicentennial. The Greatest Sports Stories in the 
History of Indiana™ is a thoughtful collection of reflections on why we 

are and always will be loyal sports fans in Indiana. Distinguished 
sportswriters and broadcasters across Indiana are contributing to this 

history-making documentary; many from our Bloomington community.  

This work includes a statewide broadcast, honor banquet, exhibits, and 
beautiful collectors book illustrating the 25 Greatest Sports Stories in the 

History of Indiana™. Learn more at www.indiana25.com 

A collaborative venture between Indiana Sports History, LLC 
 and the Indiana Sportswriters and Sportscasters Association.

Essays included in the documentary book: 

• Bill Benner: Longtime Indianapolis sports journalist and vice president of Pacers Sports & Entertainment. 

• Bob Hammel - Indiana Sports Journalist and member of several Hall of Fames. 

• Lynn Houser - Indiana Hall of Fame Sportswriter and author. 

• Governor Joe Kernan, our 48th will be contributing a essay about women’s athletics and the impact of Title Nine. 

• Rex Kirts - Indiana Hall of Fame Sportswriter and author. 

• Tom Kubat - Indiana Hall of Fame Sportswriter and author - President of I.S.S.A. 

• Angelo Pizzo - American screenwriter and film producer, best known for Hoosiers and Rudy. 

• and many more journalists throughout the state. 
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FRIENDS OF MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME
John M. & Joyce Holmes

Dr. Allen Dunn and Fred Seward Dunn,
in memory of Fred Seward, Inductee

Ann Carpenter, in memory
of Russ Carpenter, Inductee

Kit  and Rita Klingelhoffer

Bill and Donna Atkinson

Lynn and Pat Houser

Brooke and Joe Lozano

Dave & Teresa Clark

Grier and Nancy Werner

Dr. Phil Henson

George Finley

Jamie and Jennifer Brinegar

Jim Cornwell

MOVING FORWARD IN THE COMMUNITY

Welcome to the 2016 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.  Last year we set a record with 
300 people attending our banquet, and we feel very condent as you look around the room tonight, you will be 
surrounded by about 350 (maybe more) of your very best friends.

�is is our sixth class of inductees, bringing the total to 66 athletes, coaches, contributors and humanitarians.  Two 
thoughts: If you looked at each class of inductees, it would probably be very di�cult to rank the classes 1 - 6.  All 
have been exceptional.  Also, it’s probably not a stretch to say that very few counties in Indiana can claim to have a 
Hall with the greatness of our Hall – a Hall with Olympians, NCAA champions, members in various other Halls of 
Fames.  

We are also pleased with the scholarship contributions we have made to the deserving student-athletes of the 
counties’ three high schools – Bloomington North, Bloomington South and Edgewood.  With the presentation of 
six $1,000 awards tonight, the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame will have donated a total of $24,000 to the best 
of the best of our high school honorees.

While we are pleased with what we have achieved as an organization in a very short period of time, we are not 
satised by any means.  One of our most pressing goals as we move forward is to become more well-known and 
visible in our own community.  We have reached out to our service clubs for speaking opportunities to help “spread 
our word” and the organizations have been very receptive.  Soon, you will be seeing plaques in your favorite busi-
nesses, those who have supported us with sponsorships and advertising over the years.  We can’t thank those busi-
nesses enough, for without their generosity, we would not have enjoyed the success we have at this point in time.  
Another goal is to enhance our web site (mcshof.com) so you can keep up with our news and happenings.

We have a dedicated Board of Directors at the MCSHOF, and our one main goal is to pick the very best to be 
enshrined each year and that our induction banquet and ceremony is one to be remembered by both inductees and 
attendees alike.

�anks to each and every one of you for being here tonight and for any past and future support!

Kit Klingelho�er, President

Board of Directors
Bill Atkinson

John Baker
Jennifer Brinegar

Ann Carpenter
Mark Deal

Marcus Debro
Bob Hammel

Lynn R. Houser
Patricia Houser

David Pillar
Sandy Searcy

Brent Slinkard
Joe Smith

O�cers
Kit Klingelho�er, President
Grier Werner, Vice President
Amy Crozier, Secretary
Nancy Werner, Treasurer

www.mcshof.com,  P. O. Box 122, Bloomington IN 47402; Email: monroecountyind@aol.com





Congratulations on your induction into the

MONROE COUNTY SPORTS
HALL OF FAME

2016 Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame Inductees
Athletes - Tina (Debro) Hauger, Bloomington North 1982 - Track, Swimming

Bobby Dobson, Bloomington High 1949 - Basketball, Baseball
Dan Grossman, Bloomington High 1969 - Football, Baseball

Bob Kirk, University High 1965 - Football
Vern Pfaff, Ellettsville High 1962 - Basketball

Dick Sparks, Bloomington High 1960 - Basketball, Baseball
Coaches - Marshall Goss, Bloomington South, IU - Track, Cross Country

Marvin Groh, Bloomington High - Baseball
Contributor - Angelo Pizzo

Humanitarian - Bill Mallory

Comprehensive Financial Consultants – Title Sponsor

Bobby’s Colorado Steakhouse – for hosting our monthly meetings

Herald Times, Inc. – for articles, pictures and advertising space

Kirkwood Photo – event photographer and courtesy photos

IU Archives – courtesy photos

e Cook Group – for providing space in Fountain Square for the Hall of Fame

John Baker – sports memorabilia displays

Nate Trueblood – Webmaster – truebloodwebstudio@gmail.com

Midwest Color Printing – Designer Christopher Berry

Marsh Supermarket East – table centerpieces

Cierra Beyers – Power Point 

Jazz Trio – Philip Wailes, Sam Bryson and Kyle Schardt 

Nature’s Way – for providing plants for the evening

Sta� of Monroe Convention Center and Markey’s

Security - Jimmy Durnil – Indiana State Police Alliance Security

Student Volunteers – Bloomington North Track Team

All our sponsors and advertisers, without whom this event would not be possible.

e dedicated, tireless Board of Directors of the Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

SPECIAL THANKS
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5:00 p.m.
Meet and Greet - open to public

6:00 p.m.
Reception - Grand Ball Room

7:00 p.m.
Banquet Bu�et

7:45 p.m.
Awards Program
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Presented by Comprehensive Financial Consultants

Sixth Annual Awards Banquet Program
July 15, 2016

 Monroe Convention Center

trade shows • conventions • meetings
conferences • seminars • retreats

reunions • banquets

Hosting unforgettable company events, association shows, weddings or reunions! 
With a chic interior and exceptional permanent art collection, the Convention Center lends style and class 

to a variety of functions. We can accommodate small to large gatherings with a flexible floor plan, 
in-house catering and audio visual services. And, we’re within an easy stroll to 

downtown Bloomington’s unique shops and cultural events.

BloomingtonConvention.com

302 S. COLLEGE AVE. | BLOOMINGTON, IN 47403 | p 812.336.3681 | f 812.349.2981



Champions
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Proud Title Sponsor of the
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame

674 South College Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47403

Champions are not born...
they’re made right here in
Monroe County
It takes thousands of days to make a champion
and it does not come easy. Only by skill, sacrifice,
preparation, determination, and attention to detail
can one become a champion. When the weather is
bad, when others are still in bed, when everyone
else is doing other things - it is the champion that
remains absolute. Here in Monroe County, we
know how to make champions as well as any place
in the country. We are proud of the coaches,
contributors, and athletes that make up the
Monroe County Sports Hall of Fame. It is your
commitment to excellence  that inspires and
motivates us all to be better.

Securities o�ered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc. (JWC),
Member FINRA/SPIC. Advisory Services o�ered through J.W. Cole
Advisors, Inc. (JWCA) and/or Comprehensive Financial Consultants
Institutional, Inc. (CFCI). Comprehensive Financial Consultants and
CFCI/JWC/JWCA are una�liated entities.

Congrats to
the Monroe
County
Sports
Hall of Fame
Class of
2016

video       |       audio       |       lighting      |       markeys.com       |       812.336.9930



HOME OF THE
MONROE COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME
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